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FOREWORD
As a child I was fascinated by the accounts of the 
pioneering days of European settlement in Australia. As I 
grew older I developed a love of history. The result became 
an abiding interest in, amongst other topics, the history of my 
family in its early years in Australia. I collected material as 
the opportunity arose.
When it occurred to me that the 150th anniversary of the 
arrival of William Duckett White, his wife, Jane, and their two 
children, was to occur on 9th November, 1990 it was the spur 
to organise a family reunion of their descendants, and to finish 
the manuscript about them beforehand. As my research 
developed it became appropriate to expand the manuscript to 
write also about William’s brother, George, who came to 
Australia in 1857. What started out as a minor outline about 
George and his family developed into a full chapter and a 
Family Tree.
The manuscript has been written with the aim of 
allowing those who use it to ascertain the sources I have 
used. This is because much of the anecdotal history of my 
family has been shown to be inaccurate e.g. such assertions as 
that the Albert River was named after William White’s third 
child, Albert (it was named after Prince Albert); the William 
Duckett Whites came from Bantry Bay in Ireland (they did not); 
the photograph of old "Beaudesert" homestead shows the White 
family on the verandah (it shows the Launder family), etc. 
Even such written sources as the Australian Dictionary of 
Biography entry about W. D. White and Maud Mills’ manuscript 
are incorrect in some details. On the other side one might 
mention that accuracy is not assisted by the common use of 
the same or similar names down through the generations.
However, I make no claim that my work is completely 
accurate either. It has been a huge task and time limits have 
meant that some of the sources were not traced back to 
original material. I feel, however, that the history of W. D. 
White and his wife Jane, and George White and his wife Julia, 
have been dealt with as reasonably thoroughly as time has 
allowed. For events concerning them I have tried to use 
original material. I make no such claim for events concerning 
preceding and subsequent generations and in their cases much 
of the material relied upon is derivative and, therefore, less 
reliable. I realise that some of the detail reproduced in this 
book is conflicting. Other scholars may wish to address those
V
discrepancies.
My indebtedness to many people for assistance knows no 
bounds. For maps and surveys I acknowledge the splendid 
assistance of Mr. Bill Kitson and Mrs. Sue Rasmussen, Museum 
of Survey and Mapping, Brisbane. For much original material 
from the Beaudesert Historical Society my debt is due to Mrs. 
M argaret Barry. Assistance for research into the George D. 
White fam ily came from Miss Beryl Graham, Mrs. Prue Graham, 
Mr. John Munro and Mr. Andrew W. Graham, especially the 
latter. Mrs. Sylvia Bassingthwaighte and her fam ily all helped 
in relation to "Bluff Downs" and Albert White’s descendants but 
the major assistance in this regard came from  Mr. Geoffrey 
White (Junior). Mrs. Rosemarie Armstrong organised excellent 
research m aterial for the Irish fam ily background and Dr. Tony 
White also assisted in this area. Mr. G eoffrey White (Senior) 
also provided splendid assistance in relation to the Duckett 
White Family tree in Ireland. I am indebted to Miss M arianne 
Eastgate for her research. I express my gratitude to Mr. Colin 
Sheehan of the John Oxley Library, Brisbane, for compiling the 
Index. Mr. Tony Hennessy has been of great assistance on 
organising the preparation for printing.
The material for the Mylne fam ily and "Lota" came from  
Mrs. M argaret Galwey, Mrs. Ness Wansey, Mr. Ernest Mills, Mr. 
Tom Mylne and others. That relating to Tina White and the 
Elton descendants came from Mrs. Fiona Caws and others. 
Much material on "Nindooinbah" was given me by Mrs. M argaret 
Hockey. Many members of the two fam ilies have kindly loaned 
other material. Many members have also loaned valuable old 
photographs from  which I have tried to select suitable ones 
for publication. If some branches of the families are under 
represented in the photographs which have been published, I 
apologise; but I had to do the best I could from those 
photographs which were available.
Messrs. Geoffrey White (Junior) and Ross McConnel have 
kindly read the drafts of the work and made helpful 
suggestions and Mr. Andrew Graham helped me to re-write the 
chapter on George White. My secretary, Mrs. Irene McCarthy, 
has kindly set out, over many long hours, order from  the chaos 
of my drafts. I accept the liability for the many faults in the 
work which undoubtedly exist and I offer my apologies to those 
thereby wronged. This work has required a lot of time and 
effort. At least there is now a basic m anuscript which can be 
built upon by subsequent researchers. This research and 
w riting has been a labour of love but, I hasten to say, it is an
vi
offering rather than a definitive manuscript. I wish those who 
read it the pleasure that I had from writing it.
Brisbane, 1990.
Michael W. D. White.
1CHAPTER 1 
ORIGINS IN IRELAND
William Duckett White (usually referred to in this book as 
W. D. White or William) was born on 5th October, 1807 at 
Moate, County Westmeath, Ireland, son of William Duckett 
White and his wife, Sarah (nee Robinson). He married Jane 
Simpson in Cork in 1835 and they, together with their son and 
daughter, emigrated to Australia in 1840. A fter many early 
vicissitudes fortune then smiled on them and from their grazing 
and other business enterprises they became wealthy, eminent 
citizens in the newly formed (1859) colony of Queensland. 
They built a beautiful house at Manly on the shores of 
Moreton Bay, which they named "Lota", and lived out their 
lives there. Jane died in 1887 and William in 1893. They both 
lie buried in the cemetery of the Tingalpa Church, Brisbane, 
where they worshipped for many years. Their descendants are 
numerous, most of them living in Australia.
This book deals in detail with William’s and Jane’s lives 
and that of their descendants, and also, but less extensively, 
with the lives of George White, William’s brother, who also 
emigrated to Queensland, and his wife and their descendants. 
The family records available of William’s years in Australia are 
contained in some letters by William and Jane, a lengthy 
manuscript by his grand-daughter, Maud Mills (nee White), and 
a diary by his grandson, Graham Mylne. This chapter is 
concerned with the Duckett White origins in Ireland and the 
emigration of William and Jane to Australia. Subsequent 
chapters develop the story.
W. D. White had siblings and their details will be set out 
shortly except for George, whose history is addressed more 
fully in Chapter 12.1
The details of W. D. White’s schooling are not known but 
it seems he was educated at Cork. According to memoirs of one 
of his grandsons, Graham Mylne, he was taken in hand by an 
uncle, a banker named Pike who lived in Cork. Mylne wrote:-
"... a rich Banker named Pike was a partner in Pike
l For details of the siblings and other family see post 
in this chapter, and also see the Family Trees in 
Appendices A and B.
2and Pease’s Bank in Cork. He seems to have 
adopted my G randfather when he was a boy, took 
him to live with him and made him a clerk in the 
Bank. The Bank Clerks when at work sat in a 
common room, presided over by the Banker, who sat 
on a raised dias at the end of the room. The clerks 
used slates instead of paper for making their 
calculations. Pike reprimanded my G randfather, who 
had a very violent temper, and he flung his slate at 
Pike’s head, dashed out, and enlisted in the Royal 
Artillery. This could not be tolerated, and before 
long Pike bought him out, and possibly had him 
taught farming by the overseer of his own property.
He married a Quakeress, Jane Simpson, when very 
young, and Pike gave him a farm  on which they 
lived for a time. Some of his brothers and other 
relations had migrated to Australia, and before long 
he followed suit, taking his wife and baby son, 
Ernest, with him"2.
Like so many of the reminisces, memoirs and other 
family recollections this work by Graham Mylne has errors. W. 
D. White married Jane Simpson in 1835s at the age of 28 years 
and so was not "very young" at the time of marriage, and of 
his siblings it is reasonably certain only his brother George 
emigrated to Australia and, further, in relation to the order of 
emigration to Australia George followed W. D. White, not vice 
versa. Even with inaccuracies this is a most valuable account 
as it appears to be the only extant source touching on W. D. 
White’s education and other training before his emigration.
From her letters it seems Jane had two brothers named 
James and Henry and one sister named Mary Anne.4
Another source as to the Irish background of W. D. 
White and his wife is that contained in memoirs by W. D. 
White’s granddaughter, Maud Mills (nee White), written as a
Graham Mylne "Opus Magnus". Unpublished. Copy 
held in Fryer Library, University of Queensland.
From W. D. White’s Death Certificate extracted 30.12.1986 
Letter dated 10th August, 1854 by Jane White to 
George Robinson, post. Also see post in this
chapter, "The Simpson Family in Ireland".
3record for her grandchildren.5 It has quite a number of 
factual errors. From the point of view of accuracy it should 
probably not be included at all but because it is an early 
Australian document and because it has so many charming 
anecdotal incidents it is reproduced in this work in full. It is 
broken into chronological sections and placed in the 
appropriate chapters.
"THE STORY OF THE WHITES OF BLUFF DOWNS.
These memories written for my grandchildren begin 
with what I know of my Irish grandparents because 
so many of my young days were bound up with the 
life they made for themselves in Queensland. Not 
that I know very much about them; what is. known is 
chiefly what older members of the family have told 
me. Both my White and my Lord grandparents were 
probably too busy pioneering, often under difficult 
conditions, to keep many records and diaries.
My Irish grandfather, the Hon. William Duckett 
White, M.L.C., of Beaudesert Station in the Logan 
district, and Lota, on Moreton Bay in southern 
Queensland, was the third or fourth son of William 
Duckett White, who was one of the branch of the 
Anglo Irish Whites living in Co. Westmeath. There 
they had lived on the land and bred horses and 
cattle for some generations. Grandfather’s mother 
was a daughter of the Clibborns of Moate Castle, 
which with the land belonging to it, was near the 
village of Moate.
When the Whites first came to Ireland, or from 
which race and country they spring, is not known to 
me, but it would have been long before Grandfather’s 
people lived in Westmeath, for it is recorded that a 
castle in southern Ireland, the home of one branch 
of the Whites, successfully withstood a seige by 
Cromwell. Another branch of the family is known to 
have lived in Co. Limerick. We know too, that my 
great-Grandfather, Walter White, owned an estate
Mrs. Maud Mills "The Story of the Whites of Bluff 
Downs". Unpublished Manuscript. Written in the 
1950’s. Maud was born in 1877, the eldest child of 
Albert W. D. White. After her marriage she lived in 
Tasmania.
4called Tubber, in Co. Wicklow, and there is a story 
that the Whites came to Ireland from Wales, but how 
or when I cannot tell you. Maybe it was as long 
ago as the twelfth century when the Vikings in 
Wales, those "private adventurers" Trevelyan Speaks 
of in his History of England, went with Strongbow 
and his dark-haired Welshmen, to invade Ireland and 
to live there. Or was it earlier still, in the ninth 
century, when the Viking movement was at its 
height, and they planted important colonies on the 
coast of South Wales and "the Irish Sea had become 
a Scandinavian lake" (Trevelyan again!). Ireland was 
over-run at this time and Dublin, Cork, Wicklow and 
other coast towns founded by the Norsemen. Many 
stories could be imagined about that fair-haired, blue 
or grey-eyed ancestor of ours, who first came to 
Ireland and stayed there.
G randfather was born on October 5th, 1807, at 
Moate Castle, the childhood home of his mother, and 
it was probably the well-built solid Irish home, with 
a tower attached, so often called a castle in Ireland. 
However, no definite description has come down in 
the family. Whatever it was, nothing now remains 
except a half-ruined tower, the old iron gates with 
their stone pillars at the entrance to the drive and a 
modern house built near the original site, and called 
"the Castle". An interesting light was thrown on 
this by my friend, Fanny Good, who when a girl in 
her teens, went to Ireland with her parents, Dr. and 
Mrs. Vandeleur Kelly. Back at home in Australia 
some years later, she wrote in reply to a letter of 
mine: ‘It flashed through my brain when you 
mentioned Tom Clibborn and the place where your 
grandfather was born, that at Moate, there was, and 
still is for all I know, a place called "The Castle" in 
the village itself. It belonged to the Clibborns 
when they lived there at one time, and is still 
owned by them. I went there in 1901 with my
mother to see a widow and her daughter, Mary and 
Fanny Battersby. It was a typically Irish home, built 
apparently beside what had once been a castle, the 
same as Jamescourt and Rosemount. Another thing I 
remember is that the Clibborn family were Quakers’. 
(Rosemount was the girlhood home of Mrs. Kelly who 
was a Featherstonehaugh.)
5The coupling of the names of Duckett and White 
came about through the marriage of Walter White of 
Tubber, a landed Estate in Co. Wicklow, and Ann 
Duckett of Duckettsgrove, in Co. Carlow. Their 
marriage is recorded in ‘Burke’s Landed Gentry, 
1760.’ Their Estates adjoined; she was an only child 
and an heiress. My grandfather was their grandson. 
A story told of Walter has come down in the family. 
He is supposed to have said to someone, who 
repeated it, ‘When I live here, I’ll do away with the 
elm drive and all those rooks*. Ann’s father, who 
had intended giving Duckettsgrove to them on their 
marriage, left it instead to one of his nephews.
It is interesting to note here that the Irish Times of 
the 23rd April, 1933, gives the news that fire 
destroyed ‘Duckettsgrove Castle, a County Carlow 
Mansion’, and ‘when the Carlow Fire Brigade arrived, 
the main building was in flames, and as the only one 
line of hose could be operated to the inadequate 
supply of water, the fire spread rapidly, until the 
beautiful mansion was destroyed entirely ...* I 
wonder if the ancient elms, with their rookeries 
survived this time! The present owners were 
negotiating at the time of the fire with people in 
London, who wished to turn it into a film studio.
The names of only two of Grandfather’s brothers are 
known to me. Anthony, the eldest, married an 
English girl whose maiden name was Allen, and they 
went to live in the U.S.A. George also, an older 
brother, came with his wife and family out to 
Australia in the fifties, and Julia, his wife, brought 
with her a Bible that had belonged to her 
grandfather. On the flyleaf of this Bible is written 
‘George Duckett White, son of William Duckett White 
of Moate, in the County of Westmeath, was married 
on the fourth day of February, 1845, at New Ross, 
to Julia Boyd Banks, fourth daughter of the late 
William Banks of New Ross in the County of 
Wexford.*
Annie Graham, a grand-daughter of George, has 
given this old Bible to my brother Ernest.
When staying with her in Toowoomba in 1932, the 
old Bible was shown to me, and she asked if I knew
6‘it had once been under water for three days in the 
Brisbane River!* It sounded odd - this is what 
actually happened:- The little sailing ship that 
brought George Whites out from  Ireland had, after 
everyone had gone ashore, turned turtle and sank at 
the wharf. When she was right side up again, the 
Whites retrieved their belongings, and the precious 
Bible was found to be safe and dry in the box in 
which it was packed.
To return to Grandfather: all that I can remember
to have been told about his own sister is that she 
m arried a clergyman named D’Aubigny Fitzherbert, 
and was the author of a book called ‘The Artisan of 
Nimes*. In his twenties, my grandfather married 
Jane Simpson, whose people lived in Co. Cork, Lota, 
their home overlooking Cork Harbour, was famed for 
its very beautiful garden.
It was about this time that G randfather ran o ff and 
enlisted; in so doing he incurred the lasting 
displeasure of his father, and the breach was never 
healed. Both his parents were Quakers. It was a 
relation, his Uncle Pike, married to his mother’s 
sister, who came to his rescue, giving him a position 
in his Bank in Dublin. (There is a Pike’s Bank in 
Dublin to this day.) But this life did not appeal to 
him; growing more restless and unsettled as time 
went on, he determined to leave Ireland. Uncle
Pike, proving once more a friend in need, lent him 
the money to come to Australia. With him came his 
wife and his two children, Ernest, four years old, 
and a younger child, a little girl who died soon after 
they reached Sydney. Arriving in Sydney, he left his 
fam ily on the sailing ship and went in search of 
lodgings, and, so the story goes, the landlady, when 
he told her he had a wife and two children, laughed 
at him, he looked so young. Blue-eyed and fair, 
almost white-haired, he was never able to grow much 
hair on his face, or the big beard so fashionable a 
little later. He was not a tall man, and my 
Grandmother was not tall either; she was rather 
small and slight, and quick in mind and body, with 
dark eyes and hair.
Another story is that he had a letter to an 
influential cousin in Sydney, and through pride or

7independence, did not present it. Instead, he left 
with his wife and little son, as soon as it could be 
arranged, for the Richmond River. (I think the 
death of his little girl may have hurried them away 
from Sydney and those lodgings.)
With what remained of his Uncle Pike’s money, land 
was bought at Richmond, along the river, and they 
began their pioneering the hard way. The land, 
heavily timbered with cedar, had to be cleared and 
planted, and a house of some kind hurriedly built to 
live in. Not long after arriving there, a daughter 
was born, on December 3rd, 1841, and christened, 
Helena. Their first venture in Australia was to meet 
with no success; nothing, in fact, was to come of it 
but absolute loss and failure. They saw their sugar 
cane and cotton, and the very land itself that had 
been cleared, swept away in gigantic floods. After 
this heart-breaking experience they had now to begin 
all over again."
(The other parts of the manuscript by Maud Mills are
reproduced at appropriate parts further on in this book).
THE WHITES IN IRELAND
W. D. White was born on 5th October, 1807, the son of 
William Duckett White (Senior) and Sarah (nee Robinson).6 It 
was the second marriage for William Duckett White (Senior) 
who had wed Deborah, daughter of John and Deborah Russell 
of Dublin, in Dublin on 15th November, 1799; of which marriage 
was born a son, named John, on 4th October, 1800. After 
Deborah’s death William Duckett White (Senior) married Sarah 
(born 4.5.1772 died 28.8.1831), daughter of Anthony and Abigail 
(nee Clibborn) Robinson. Of that marriage were born, apart 
from W. D. White, Anthony Robinson (18.8.1803), Walter 
(23.8.1804 died 9.1.1875), Abigail (10.8.1806 died 16.1.1875), 
Henry (18.5.1809 died 18.3.1899 married Mary Anne White in 
1843, daughter of William and Mary (nee Robinson) White) and
Shipping Arrival Documents, Microfilm search and 
print out of the list at Queensland State Library on 
1st November 1988. (Call No. GS 325.94 1969). 
Entitled "Assisted Immigrants Inwards to Sydney 
1828-1842"; T. H. Webb, Pedigree of the White 
Family, Ireland.
8George (22.6.1811).7
W. D. White was born at Moate, County Westmeath.8 (His 
Death C ertificate states he was born at "Moore, West Meath", 
but this seems to be a mistake for "Moate"). His parents’ 
presence at Moate is explicable by the fact that his m aternal 
grandmother was a Clibborn of Moate, where the Clibborns 
then had extensive holdings - see post in this chapter "The 
Clibborns in Ireland".
William Duckett White (Senior) was born on 4th August, 
1777 at Dublin, son of Walter and Jane White of Dublin, from 
which marriage there was one sibling, John, born 3rd July, 
1779.9 A search of subscribers to Lewis* Topographical 
Dictionary 1837 shows him recorded as "White, Mr. William 
Duckett, Cork".10
As to the father of William Duckett White (Senior), Walter 
White, the Carlow Marriage Register records that Walter White 
of Dublin m arried Jane, daughter of Abraham and Mary 
Duckett, late of Ardnashire, Co. Carlow, at Newtown on 26th 
February, 1775. Jane (born 26.9.1744 died 8.5.1786) and Walter 
had Mary Anne (born 4.12.1775 died 9.8.1801 m arried William 
Pinn), William Duckett and John (born 3.8.1779). This was 
Walter White’s second marriage. He first m arried at 
Edenberry, on 3rd August,. 1763, Mary, widow of Anthony 
Deaves; Mary being the daughter of Benjamin and Dinah (nee 
Clibborn) Wilson.11 By his first marriage Walter had two sons, 
Thomas and Benjamin.
Further to Walter White, the father of William Duckett
7 T. H. Webb, Ibid; from Religious Society of Friends 
in Ireland (Yearly Meeting) Swanbrook House, 
Morehampton Road, Dublin, letter of 2.8.1990. (Ref. 
90/14).
8 Moate Birth Register details in letter from  Religious 
Society of Friends in Ireland (Y early Meeting), Ibid, 
dated 1.3.90. The Birth Register only gives his name 
as "William".
9 Ibid.
10 Research by the H ibernian Research Co. Ltd. (Ref. 
F813/AB/DM G) in letter of 12.3.1990 (to Mrs. R. 
Armstrong, Ireland).
11 Religious Society of Friends in Ireland, supra, letter 
of 1.3.90; T. H. Webb, Pedigree of the White Family.
9White (Senior), a search of extracts of Wills in Ireland reveals 
that Walter White, a Merchant of Dublin left a will dated 13th 
November, 1782 in which are mentioned his brother Henry, his 
wife Jane and their children Mary, William Duckett and John; 
and his first wife Mary Deaves and their children Thomas and 
Benjamin.12 Further research into abstracts of wills shows 
that William Duckett of Philipstown, County Carlow, a quaker, 
left a will dated 1783 (proved 25th February, 1784).13 It 
reveals that he had a grand-nephew "Wm. Duckett White" and a 
grand-niece "Mary Anne", both children of "Walter White" and 
there existed Walter’s widow "Jane White". Thus it is 
established that the father of Walter White was named "William 
Duckett White" and that the latter had a brother named 
"Henry".
Reverting to W. D. White, research shows that he married 
at Cork on 16th April, 1835, Jane Simpson of Cork (daughter of 
Robert and Mary), and they had Ernest (born 28.4.1837) and 
Emily (born 30.9.1838).14 See post in this chapter for some 
details of the Simpson Family.
This research, which is incorporated into the family tree 
in the appendix, confirms the immediate lineage of W. D. White 
in Ireland.
There were quite a number of Whites in Ireland and the 
Duckett Whites were not the only Anglo-Irish of the name of 
White to emigrate to Australia. Another family is that widely 
known by its ownership of the property "Belltrees", near Scone, 
N.S.W., of which John Warren White and Sir Brudenell White 
are descendants. An account appears in Irish Pedigrees as 
follows:-
"WHITE (No. 3) 
of Limerick
Arms: Ar. chev. gu. betw. three roses of same.
Crest: A cubit arm naked holding in the hand a
bunch of roses gu. ppr. Motto: Dans la rose je
fleuris.
Ibid. Prerogative Will Abstract.
Ibid., Bethams Abstracts of Prerogative Wills.
Letter from the Religious Society of Friends in 
Ireland (Yearly Meeting) (Ref. 90/14) dated 3.5.90; 
from T. H. Webb, supra.
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Richard White is said to have been the first of the 
family that came from England to Limerick, in A.D. 
1418, and acquired great honour and reputation. For 
his services to the Lancastrian cause in the "Wars of 
the Roses" he was granted coat armour, as at the 
heading of this pedigree. Lord Annally has copied 
closely the arms of this ancient family.
This Richard settled at Ballyneety (called from his 
name ‘Whitestown’), in the co. Limerick; and he 
afterwards acquired the estate of Ballynauty, in the 
said co. of Limerick. From this Richard White of 
Ballyneety descended several families of the name. 
Richard built the castle and church of Ballyneety; 
and began the building of the church of Ballynauty, 
which after his death, was finished by his son and 
heir, who acquired the estate of Tullybrackey, where 
he also built a church. The descendants of Richard 
White erected stately burying places in the churches 
of Ballyneety or Whitestown, Ballynauty, and 
Tullybrackey, and also in the Cathedral Church of 
Limerick - (Ulster King of Arms, 1716). From this 
Richard was descended Sir Ignatius White, of 
Limerick, a Count of the Holy Roman Empire, who 
was created a Baronet by Charles II, on the 29th 
June, 1677, with remainder to his nephew. In the 
year 1636, Sir Dominick Fitz Bw White was Mayor of 
Limerick; he was brother of the above mentioned Sir 
Ignatius, and father of the second Bart. Sir Ignatius 
Maximilian White, Ambassador from the English to 
the Court of the Emperor at Vienna, and afterw ards 
Envoy of King James II at the Hague, was, with the 
leave of the King of England, created by Leopold I, 
Emperor of Germany, and Archduke of Austria, 
Marquis d’Albaville. This title he chose as the Latin 
equivalent of the name of the castle and seat of his 
ancestors (Ballyneety or Whitestown) in the co. 
Limerick. The Marquis mar. first, a lady whose 
Christian name was Mary; and, secondly, a daughter 
of Patrick FitzThomas, Lord of Kerry. He 
accompanied King James II to Ireland from France, 
in the year 1689, and was the day after his arrival 
sworn before his Majesty, at the castle of Dublin, a 
Member of the Royal Privy Council for Ireland. In 
King’s State of the Protestants, there is a letter 
from him to the Commissioners of Oyer and
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Terminer, dated, Dublin Castle, January 2nd, 1689, 
and signed: Marquis d’Albaville, Principal Secretary
of State to his Majesty. He followed the fortunes of 
the exiled house of Stuart, and retired to the 
Continent. His estates were forfeited, but it does 
not appear that he was deprived of any of his titles.
He was succeeded by his son the second Marquis 
d’Albaville, who was a Captain in Lord Kilmallock’s 
Regiment of Dragoons, in the Irish Brigade. The 
death of Lord Kilmallock and the Marquis d’Albaville 
is thus mentioned by the Chevalier de Bellerive in 
his account of the Battle of Villaviciosa, in Spain:
‘The Lieutenant-Colonel of this Regiment received a 
musket-shot through his body while charging the 
enemy; and the Marquis d’Albaville, one of its brave 
captains, sabre in hand, lost his life there, all 
covered with wounds, after having won admiration by 
many brave and intrepid actions.’
John Warren White, Esq., of Brisbane, Australia, son 
of the late Thomas Warren White, Esq., of 
Cahirbloing Abbey, county Clare, Crown Prosecutor 
for co. Limerick, claimed to be the lineal head and 
representative of this old family.''16
Another possible relationship, which needs further
research, is the marriage between Elizabeth Duckett, widow, 
and Robert White in 1773.16
THE SIMPSON FAMILY IN IRELAND
The Shipping Arrival Documents17 reveal that Jane, wife 
of William Duckett White, born 11th April, 1812, was the 
daughter of Robert Simpson and Mary his wife. There are no 
entries for this Simpson family in Burkes Landed Gentry of 
Ireland 1904 Ed.) or in the Irish Pedigrees (5th Ed. 1976). 
Land valuation researchers reveal that a George Simpson owned 
an interest in a house and yard in the parish of St. Anne
15 5th Ed. 1976, supra, p.445-6.
16 Ibid; Ossory/Ferns/Leighlin Marriage Licence Bonds, 
1691-1845.
17 The documents filled out in Sydney on arrival of 
emigrants, including the W. D. White family in 1840. 
See further in this chapter.
12
Shandon, County Cork East, in 1854.18
A search of the Marriage Registers of the Religious 
Society of Friends in Ireland (Quakers) reveals that Jane 
Simpson (who married William White at Cork on 16th April, 
1835) was the daughter of William and Mary Simpson of Cork.19 
Mary Simpson, Jane's mother, died on 8th November, 1816, aged 
42 years and her father, Robert died 9th July, 1829, aged 61 
years.20 At their respective deaths Mary's address was given 
as Duncan Street, and Robert’s as Grattan Street, both in 
Cork.21
Search of the Cork Births Register shows Jane's record of 
birth, at Cork, but without date; and her brother James again 
without date, and another brother George, shown as born 28th 
April, 1829. The Marriage Registers show that George, then of 
Rockspring Terrace, Cork, a merchant, married Mary Pirn, of 
York Terrace, Cork, on 18th October, 1860. (No record has 
been found of any marriage by James).22 Jane sets out in her 
letters to George Robinson (reproduced later in this book) 
references to James as though he was unsuccessful in commerce 
and being in need of financial assistance.
Maud Mills’ manuscript mentions that the house that 
William and Jane built near Brisbane, at Manly, overlooking 
Moreton Bay, was named "Lota" after a house owned by Jane’s 
family. There are a number of houses named "Lota" situated in 
fine positions near Cork, overlooking the Lee and Glanmire 
Rivers, near where they enter Lough Mahon, an arm of Cork 
Harbour.23 They are "Lota", a fine Palladian house
overlooking the Lee estuary, built in 1765 for Robert Rogers; 
"Lota Beg", a square late-Georgian house built in about 1800 
for Sir Richard Kellett; "Lota Lodge", a 2 storey Regency 
house, "Lotamore", a 2 storey 7 bay late-Georgian house owned
18 Griffith’s Valuations - Co. Cork East 1854.
19 Cork Marriages. Letter from Religious Society of 
Friends in Ireland (Yearly Meeting) dated 3.5.90 
(Ref. 90/14).
20 Cork Burials, Ibid.
21 Cork Burials. Letter Mr. B. Alan Haughton, Co. 
Cork, dated 30.3.90 to Mr. Geoffrey D. White.
22 Cork Marriages, supra.
23 Admiralty Chart No. 1765 "Cork Harbour and 
Approaches" provided by Mrs. Judy Macarthur (nee 
White).
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about 1870 by the Perrier family and "Lota Park", a large 
attractive 2 storey house built about 1801 by John Power and 
subsequently extended (now a Cheshire Home for children).24 
The word "Lota" is the anglicised form of "Lathair", probably 
meaning, in this instance, a hill or hillock (according to the 
Cork City Librarian).
THE.EQBINS.QNS IN IRELAND
Details of the Robinson Family are to be found in the 
manuscript, entitled "The Robinson Family 1635-1964" dated 
December, 1968 by Miss Lydia E. Robinson of New Farm, 
Brisbane, a copy of which is lodged in the John Oxley Library 
(Brisbane). According to T. H. Webb’s Pedigree of the White 
Family, details of Sarah Robinson, wife of William Duckett 
White (Senior) and mother of W. D. White, are:-
"Sarah Robinson born 4.5.1772, died 28.7.1831, married 
7.2.1802 William Duckett White, dau. of Anthony and 
Abigail (nee Clibborn) Robinson. Her brothers were 
John b.l 1.3.1771, d.29.4.1815, Anthony b.25.10.1773, 
bur. 14.6.1816, George b.26.2.1776."
The George Robinson in partnership with W. D. White in 
Beaudesert Station was the son of the "George Robinson" 
abovementioned, hence they were first cousins.
THE CLIBBORNS IN IRELAND
The birth register at Moate shows that William Duckett 
White was born at Moate. There were and are extensive family 
holdings by the Clibborns at Moate. Maud Mills in her 
manuscript gives the impression that Sarah was a Clibborn of 
Moate. However, no evidence can be found of any marriage 
between a William Duckett White and a Sarah Clibborn of 
Moate.25
24 Letter from Mr. B. Allan Haughton dated 30.3.90 to 
Mr. Geoffrey D. White and M. Bence-Jones "A Guide 
to Irish Country Homes" (1988) p.191. Geoffrey D. 
White research, 1990.
25 Letter from Religious Society of Friends in Ireland 
(Yearly Meeting), supra, including Carlow Marriage 
Registers; Research by the Hibernian Research Co. 
Ltd., supra, including Burkes Landed Gentry (1886); 
also researched with the same result are Irish
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According to the White pedigree compiled by T. H. Webb 
of Ireland the woman who married William Duckett White 
(Senior) at Moate was Sarah Robinson. It was his second 
marriage and it took place in 1802.26
Sarah Robinson's mother was a Clibborn.27 A further 
relationship also needs exploration in that Ann Clibborn, 
daughter of Colonel George Clibborn and his wife Ann, married 
a John White.28 It is just possible that this John White 
(b.1779) is the brother of William Duckett White (Senior) and, 
if so, it explains another connection with the Clibborn family. 
There was at least one marriage between the Clibborns and the 
Robinsons viz. Abigail Clibborn (b.1734), daughter of John 
Clibborn (b.1695) of Moate Castle, married Anthony Robinson.29
There seems also to have been a relationship between the 
William Duckett Whites and the Pikes (of Cork) through at 
least one marriage with the Clibborns viz. Ann Clibborn 
(b.1730), sister of Abigail who married Anthony Robinson, by 
her second marriage, wed Ebenzer Pike,30 and Edward Clibborn, 
the fifth son of Barclay by his first marriage, wed Sarah 
Pike.31 It seems that they were all, or nearly all, Quakers so 
there would have been a certain affinity among these families.
The lineage of the Clibborns of Moate, from which line 
all of the abovementioned Clibborns descended, is described in 
Burkes Landed Gentry of Ireland:-
"Lineage - John Clibborn, b.1623, Col. in Cromwell’s
Army in 1658, came from Cliburn, co. Westmorland,
with the Army of the Parliament, and settled at
Pedigrees 5th Ed. 1976 by John O’Hart, Baltimore 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Burkes Dictionary of the 
Landed Gentry (1853), Burkes Landed Gentry (1904). 
Furthermore Dr. Anthony White spoke to Mr. James 
Clibborn, at Moate, in 1989 and they researched the 
family tree without finding any such marriage.
26 T. H. Webb, Pedigree of the White Family.
27 The amount of research into the Irish families has 
been limited.
28 Burke’s Dictionary of the Landed Gentry (1853) p.230.
29 Irish Pedigrees 5th Ed., supra, p. 119.
30 Ibid.
31 Ibid, p.121.
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Moate, co. Westmeath. He married Dinah English,
and was father o f .... "32.
THE DUCKETTS IN IRELAND
The Carlow Marriage Register records that Jane Duckett, 
daughter of Abraham and Mary Duckett, late of Ardnashire, Co. 
Carlow, married Walter White of Dublin, at Newtown on 2nd 
June 1775.33 The abstract of the will of John Ducket (sic) 
dated 13th April, 1733 (proved 17th May, 1739)84 reveals that 
Abraham was his fourth son, and that his other sons were, in 
order of birth, Thomas, William and Jonas and his daughters 
were Sarah, Elizabeth and Jane. It also reveals that John was 
of Newtown, co. Kildare. Jane and Walter were married at 
Newtown.35
The abstract of the will of William Duckett of 
Philipstown, Co. Carlow dated 1783 (proved 25th February 
17 84)36 reveals that Walter White was dead by 1784 and that 
Walter White and Jane had children by the name of William 
Duckett, John and Mary Anne. It also reveals that William 
Duckett had brothers named Thomas, Jonas and Abraham, the 
latter having a son called Thomas (as well as his daughter 
Jane). Jonas is shown to have a son called William Ducket 
(sic) Jonas and a daughter called Mary.
The descent of the estates of Ducketts Grove, went from 
John Duckett by his marriage to Jane Devonsher, to their son, 
called Jonas.37 The Duckett family traces its descent back to 
William the Conqueror, see Appendix A. The Irish settlement 
occurred when Thomas Duckett, son of James Duckett of 
Grayrigg, Co. Westmoreland, England, purchased Kneestown and 
other estates in Co. Carlow, in 1695, from Thomas Crosthwaite, 
of Cochermouth.38 The details of the immediate family of Jane 
Duckett, who married Walter White, is as follows:-
32 Published 1904.
33 See letter from Religious Society of Friends in 
Ireland (Yearly Meeting), supra. See also T. H. 
Webb, supra. Instead of "Ardnashire“, it may have 
been "Ardnahue".
34 Ibid; Bethams Abstract of Prerogative Wills.
35 Carlow Marriage Registers, supra.
36 Abstract of Prerogative Wills, supra.
37 Burkes Landed Gentry (1886).
38 Burkes Landed Gentry of Ireland (1904) p.161.
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"John Duckett, Esq., of Phillipstown and Newtown, 
co. Kildare, whose will, dated 13 April 1788, was 
proved 17 May 1788. He m. Jane, dau. of Thomas 
Devonsher, Esq., by Sarah, his wife, sister of 
Abraham Morris, Esq., of Cork, and had issue, 1. 
Thomas, of Newtown, who d. unm; 2. William, of 
Phillipstown, who m. Janet, dau. of Samuel Summers, 
Esq., but d. s. p.; 3. Abraham, of Ardnehue. co. 
Carlow, who m. Marv. dau. of Samuel Jessop. Esq.. 
and had (with three sons, who d. s. p.l three daus.. 
Jane m. to Walter White. Esq.: Susanna, d. unm.; and 
Anne, m. to John Robertson, Esq.; 4 Jonas, of whom 
presently; 5. Sarah, m. to John Fuller, Esq., of 
Ballytore; 6. Elizabeth, m. to George Penrose, Esq. 
of Waterford; 7. Jane, wife of Thomas Irwin, Esq. of 
Cumberland. The fourth son.
Jonas Duckett, Esq. of Duckett’s Grove, co. Carlow, 
whose will, dated 7 July, 1796, was proved 1st Dec. 
1797, m. Hannah, dau. of William Alloway, Esq. of 
Dublin, and had issue.
The eldest son, William Duckett, Esq. of Duckett's 
Grove, m. Elizabeth, dau. and co-heir of John- 
Dawson Coates, Esq. of Dawson Court, co. Dublin, 
banker in Dublin, and had issue. ...
Arms - Sa. a saltier, arg., charged with a crescent, 
quartering Dawson (See Burke’s Heraldic 
Illustrations).
Crest - Out of a ducal coronet, or, a plume of five 
ostrich feathers, arg.
Motto - Spectemur agendo.
Seat - Duckett’s Grove, Castledermot, co. Carlow."89 
(Underlining added).
As to Ducketts’ Grove, County Carlow, it seems to have 
been comprised of estates of some significance. For Queen 
Victoria's jubilee William Duckett, Esquire, Deputy Lieutenant
39 Burke's Dictionary of the Landed Gentry (1853); see 
also Burke’s Landed Gentry of Ireland (1904) p. 161.
17
of the County, celebrated with a fete for his estate employees, 
some 150 in number. In the evening there was dancing and 
local people came from the surrounding villages of Bally hade, 
Uglin, Killerig and, further away, Ballyhockett Cross. 
Ducketts’ Grove was mainly destroyed by fire in 1933, 
although the lodge survived (at least until 1965).40
An account of the Duckett family and of Duckett's Grove 
is as follows:-
"By the standards of the day, the rise of the 
Duckett family to their role as one of Co. Carlow's 
most powerful ascendancy families, started from a 
modest base late in the 17th century, when Thomas 
Duckett, purchased a holding of less than 500 acres 
in Kneestown. By the middle of the 19th century 
the Duckett family property covered almost 12,000 
acres spread across six Leinster counties. The 
centrepiece of their possessions was a magnificent 
mansion home in Duckett's Grove.
The first Duckett to arrive in Ireland in the 
Cromwellian period was Sir George Duckett. (Hart’s 
Irish Landed Gentry). In 1695 Thomas Duckett 
purchased the Kneestown land from Thomas 
Crossthwaite of Cockermouth, a small town on the 
northern edge of the English Lake district which was 
later to become famous as the birthplace of the poet 
William Wordsworth. Crossthwaite had obtained 
extensive land property in Ireland under the Acts of 
Settlement of 1666 to 1684 during the reign of 
Charles II. Thomas Duckett, came from Grayrigg, in 
Westmoreland where his father James Duckett, was 
10th in descent from John Duckett, who obtained the 
Grayrigg estate through his marriage to Margaret de 
Windesore, in 1377. The Duckett’s had previously 
owned property in Fillingham, Lincolnshire, where 
they traced their ancestry back to the 12th century. 
(Burke’s Landed Gentry).
In Ireland, marriage was also to contribute to the 
Duckett wealth, because when Thomas Duckett 
married his wife Judith, she was heir of Pierce de La 
Poer of Killowen, Co. Waterford. Their son Thomas
40 James Morris "Pax Britannica" p. 462-3.
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lived at nearby Phillipstown, a property purchased by 
the family from the Earl of Ormonde. He married 
Jane Bunce, of Goosey, Bershire, on July 8th, 1687, 
and they had four sons. Their eldest son John 
inherited Phillipstown, and their fourth son Jonas, 
who was born on May 17th, 1720, inherited Duckett’s 
Grove. Jonas and his wife Hannah Alloway of 
Dublin, had five sons, and three daughters; their 
eldest son William, was born on November 7th, 1761 
and he inherited Duckett’s Grove when his father 
died in 1797. It was William’s marriage in 1790 that 
marked a key turning point in the fortunes of the 
Ducketts. His bride was Elizabeth Dawson-Coates, 
co-heiress, of wealthy banker, John Dawson Coates, 
of Dawson Court in Dublin. It was this marriage 
that brought the Dawson-Duckett name to Duckett’s 
Grove. In those days when a daughter was the only 
heir to a family estate, it was usual to retain her 
surname after marriage.
The couple had four sons, and two daughters, and 
their heir was John Dawson-Duckett, while their 
second son William, lived at Russeltown Park, a 
property acquired by the Duckett’s when 
neighbouring banking family, the Burton's were 
unable to honour a mortgage arrangement, after their 
banking empire collapsed. William was the first of 
the family to become involved in public office, and 
he was appointed a Justice of the Peace and High 
Sheriff, in 1825. These posts were subsequently held 
by other members of the family. John Dawson- 
Duckett, and his wife Sarah Summers had two sons, 
William, who inherited Duckett’s Grove; John, who 
died young, and two daughters, Elizabeth who also 
died young, and Anne, who married Hardy Eustace, 
of Castlemore and Hardymount, Tullow.
The family’s mansion home was built during the 
18th century, and it was during the early years of 
the 19th century that the Gothic towers, turrets, and 
arches were added under the supervision of architect 
Thomas A. Cobden, who also designed Carlow 
Cathedral. In an article in The Nationalist 
Centenary Supplement published in 1983, military 
historian Lieut. Col. Con Costello described the ‘fairy 
tale’ additions ‘Soaring towers, turrets, arches, 
crenellations, loops, high stacks of chimneys, and
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oriel windows and portcullis buried the original 
Georgian structure. To complete the fantasy
countless pieces of statuary and urns were dotted 
around the facade and the grounds. Some of these 
were carved from stone or yellow pine; others were 
cast in plaster, bronze, and copper. Subjects ranged 
from the royal lion and unicorns to griffons, 
centurions, classical figures, and rather germanic 
type females. Grotesque heads, in the
hibernoromanesque manner, decorated the towers and 
window heads while an ox head was appropriately put 
over the farmyard entrance.*
John Dawson-Duckett died on September 27, 1866, 
aged 75, and he was succeeded by William Duckett, 
who was 44 when he married Anna Maria Morony, 
daughter of Thomas Harrison Morony, of Milltown 
House, Milltown Malbay, Co. Clare, on January 16, 
1868. The couple had no children, and when his 
wife died in 1894, William married Maria Georgina 
Thompson, widow of Theophilus Thompson, J.P., of 
Ford Lodge, Co. Cavan. Mrs. Thompson had one 
daughter from her first marriage, but her second 
marriage was childless. William Duckett was 73 
years old when he married Mrs. Thompson on 
November 19, 1895, and the celebrations which
marked the occasion were recalled in the early 1960’s 
by local man James Gaynor when he was interviewed 
by author James Morris for his book Pax Britannica 
- the Climax o f an Empire published in 1968.
During the latter half of the last century the 
Duckett’s were receiving almost £10,000 a year in 
rents from tenant farmers, and it was during this 
period that two of the gate lodges - the Iron House, 
and the magnificent western gate lodge - (The 
Towers) were built. There were other sources of 
revenue, and one of the most unusual was from the 
sale of rabbits which were shipped to Britain for the 
manufacture of army clothing. ...
Duckett’s Grove was occupied by I.R.A. forces 
during the truce period, in 1921, after the War of 
Independence, but contrary to popular belief no fire 
damage was caused to the building during or after
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the occupation, unlike the fate suffered by countless 
other big houses throughout the country. In fact 
the occupation appears to have been exceptionally 
orderly because the contents of the house were still 
intact two years later when a three-day clearance 
sale was conducted at the mansion by Dublin 
auctioneers Thomas Dockrell, Sons & Co. Ltd., and 
Carlow auctioneer P. C. Bergin. The auction, held 
on 11th, 12th and 13th December, 1923, involved the 
sale of the contents of four reception rooms and ten 
bedrooms, and the lots included paintings, furniture, 
carpets and chinaware. ...
When William Duckett died on June 22nd, 1908, he 
left his estates to his widow and in the absence of a 
male heir, he left a small legacy to his nephew John 
Hardy Rowland Eustace. ...
Mrs. Duckett remained at the mansion for a few 
years after her husband’s death and she then moved 
to a house at Raglan Road in Dublin, where she died 
in 1933. When she left Duckett’s Grove the estate 
was put under the management of an agent, until 
1921 when a group of local farmers and labourers, 
under the umbrella of the Killerig Land Committee, 
purchased the 1,300 acre estate and mansion for 
£32,000.
On April 20th, 1933, a fire, the cause of which was 
never determined, gutted the mansion and most of 
the remaining outbuildings.41
There is another authoritative source regarding details of 
the Duckett family which is a book entitled "The Duckett 
Family History" by Thomas E. Duckett.42 The work is detailed
41 Jimmy O’Toole "Grange. The Path to the Present". 
(Grange G.A.A. Club) 1987 pp. 42-53.
42 Privately printed for Mr. Duckett by Butler and 
Tanner, Ltd., of Frome and London (1960). The 
frontispiece shows the author to be a member of The 
Society of Genealogists, London and of The 
Somersetshire Archaeological Society.
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and informative from the Norman background, through the 
Battle of Hastings under the Norman King William, service by 
the Ducketts to the various English kings, and then the 
settlement and events in Ireland. An appendix to the book, in 
part, showing the lineage from King William the Conqueror is 
set out in Appendix A to this book. The beginning of Mr. 
Duckett’s Chapter One sets out the results of his inquiry into 
the origin of the present name of Duckett, as follows:-
"We may well begin by asking ourselves the 
question: Who were the Ducketts and whence came
they? On this subject of origin there are two 
schools of thought.
According to the author of the
Conquérants de V Angleterre, the
progenitors of the Ducketts were a
Norman family who were the Lords of
Duce.
Ducey, as it is usually written today, is a 
place on the banks of the River Selune, 
some five miles south-east of Avranches in 
Normandy and fifteen miles west of 
Mortain. An extensive account of the 
family appeared in the Annales Civiles et 
Militaires du pays d ’Avranches.
(b) Sir George Floyd Duckett, in his 
Duchetiana - 1869, inclined to the view 
that our family might be traced to the 
Burgundian, Seigneur de Duchet. In 
passing, mention may be made of the fact 
that in the 11th century the provinces of 
Burgundy and Normandy were not nearly 
so far removed as the present time. After 
due consideration of all the evidence 
available, we are of the opinion that the 
Duces and the Duchets may well have been 
branches of the same family.
At this point, it will be helpful to examine the 
widespread variations in the spelling of our name and 
the reasons for them. Many factors enter into the 
question. It should be remembered that throughout 
earlier centuries very few people could read or write 
and those who could gave their own interpretation 
of the spelling. It was not until the eighteenth
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century that anything like an English dictionary as 
we know it first appeared. Varying dialects and 
tongues resulted in different pronunciations, and 
names were recorded as they sounded. Writing, 
which could be in Latin, Norman-French, or English, 
was often d ifficu lt to decipher, as shown by DUKET 
enlargement, Battle Abbey Roll (Plate II). Mistakes 
due to carelessness and negligence often occurred, 
and, once made, were frequently perpetuated. It is 
not surprising, therefore, that through the years our 
name, in common with those of other families, 
became subjected to considerable variation.
No fewer than thirty-one ways of recording our 
family name have been noted. Perhaps, the following 
examples will suffice to illustrate the gradual change 
from the original Norman to Anglo-Saxon versions:- 
DUCE, DUCHET, DUCET, TOUKE, TOUKET, 
TUCHET, DOKET, DUKQUET, DUGHET, TOKET, 
DOKKYTT, DOGGETT, DAGGETT, DOUCKET, 
DUCKET, DUCKITT, DUCKETTE, DUCKETT. In 
recent times, the most frequent form is Duckett.
The first record we have of our fam ily’s entry into 
Britain is contained in ‘Conquérants de l’Angletterre’ 
where Jean, Seignure de Duce, and Ranulfe de Ducfe 
are named as being in the immediate train  of 
Robert, Count of Mortain, and Count Hugo of 
Avranches. In the original Bayeux Tapestry, which 
illustrates events relating to the invasion of England 
and is still preserved in Bayeux, Robert, together 
with his brother Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, is seen in 
council with the Conqueror. They were step­
brothers of William.
Confirmation of our forbears landing in 1066 is found 
in six versions of the Battle Abbey Rolls, where our 
surname, in various forms, is recorded. ..."
THE PIKES IN IRELAND
Maud Mills states that W. D. White had an "Uncle Pike, 
married to his mother’s sister", and refers to "Pike’s Bank" in 
Dublin. Graham Mylne wrote that a "rich Banker named Pike 
was a partner in Pike and Peases’ Bank in Cork".
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There seems to be several family connections with the 
Pikes. The Clibborn ones are as follows:-
"Jonathan Pike, of Beechgrove, co. Tyrone, b.1782; m.
1813, Sarah dau. of James Nicholson, of Grange 
Lodge, same co. (by Lydia his wife, dau. of James 
Clibborn, of Hall, co. Westmeath), and had issue,
1 . Richard, of Beechgrove.
2. James Nicholson, of Derry 
1849.
Vale, Tyrone, d.
3. William ...
1 . Anne
2. Lydia Clibborn, m.10 March 
of Besborough, co. Cork."43
1841, Ebenzer Pike
The first connection reveals a marriage between James
Nicholson and Lydia Clibborn, of which union their daughter. 
Sarah, married Jonathan Pike of Beechgrove in 1813. The 
second connection is that on 10th March, 1841 Ebenzer Pike of 
Besborough married Lydia Clibborn (nee Pike), so it would seem 
that two Pike cousins married after Lydia had first married one 
of the Clibborns. But the Ebenzer Pike who, so it seems, 
assisted William Duckett White must have done so in about the 
period of William’s late teens or early twenties, say 1825-30. 
An attempt to identify this person is made by there being 
numerous Ebenzer Pikes, as the name "Ebenzer" seems to have 
been repeated with each generation.44 One Ebenzer Pike, "of 
the city of Cork, banker" died about 1785 and one of his sons, 
Joseph Pike of Besborough, co. Cork, died in 1826.45
There seems to be other Pike/Clibborn connections. John 
Clibborn, of Moate Castle (to be distinguished from the Hall), 
had six sons and six daughters and one daughter, Ann (b.1730) 
married firstly, Samuel Pym, and secondly Ebenzer Pike.46 
Ann’s younger sister, Abigail (b.1734) married an Anthony 
Robinson.47 Also, Edward Clibborn, son of Barclay and Sarah 
Clibborn, married Sarah Pike.48 Further, Sarah Clibborn of
43 Burkes Landed Gentry of Ireland (1904).
44 The Landed Gentry (1904) Entry "Pike of Besborough".
45 Ibid.
46 Irish Pedigrees 5th Ed. (1976) by John O’Hart, supra, 
p.119.
Ibid.
Ibid, p.121.
47
48
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Moate, widow of Barclay Clibborn in her will dated 20th 
September, 1816 mentions her daughter, "Sophia Pike".49
Land valuation in 1854 reveal that an Ebenzer Pike had an 
interest in a house and land at Penrose Quay, Parish of St. 
Anne’s Shanton, County of Cork East along with other
interested persons in land in that quay, such as the Cork 
Steam Ship Company and the Commissioners of Customs. These 
details, combined with the maps which show Penrose Quay is 
situated on one of the arms of Cork Harbour, point to Ebenzer 
Pike having an interest in a shipyard there.50 George
Robinson had an interest in a shipyard there at this period, 
after he gave up working "Beaudesert" station with William 
Duckett White and returned to Cork, as to which see later
chapters. This is some evidence of a family connection
explaining why a Mr. Pike should be a benefactor of the young 
William Duckett White in Cork.
EMIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA
One returns now to the account of W. D. White and Jane 
and their emigration to Australia. The motives for their 
emigration are not expressly recorded. It can be inferred that 
there was no land or eminent position to be inherited so W. D. 
White had to make his way in the world. In 1840 there was 
great hardship in Ireland caused, in part, by the potato blight. 
Also many Irish people were then emigrating so emigration 
would have been a commonly accepted solution to the depressed 
situation. It is quite clear from W. D. White’s letters that he 
left Cork in straitened financial circumstances and that he left 
debts which remained outstanding for many years.
It is recorded in Australian arrival records that William 
Duckett White, his wife Jane and their two children, Ernest 
aged 3 1/2 years and Emily aged 2 years, arrived in Sydney in 
the "Royal Consort" on 9th November, 1840. The "Royal 
Consort" was an assisted vessel.51 The newspaper report of 
her arrival in Sydney states:-
49
50 Griffiths Valuations - Co. Cork East 1854.
51 Letter to author dated 23rd March, 1988 from 
Archives Authority of N.S.W. The letter states the 
information is contained in A.O. N.S.W. Ref: 4/4859 
Reel 1317.
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"From London, having left Plymouth the 16th July, 
the barque Royal Consort, Capt. Western, with 245 
bounty Emigrants, under the superintendence of 
Henry Watson, Esqr., Surgeon."52
The passenger list of "Assisted Immigrants Inwards to 
Sydney 1828-1842" records W. D. White as "son of William, a 
miller" and his calling as "farm labourer". The same list 
records Jane as "daughter of Robert Simpson ... and Mary, his 
wife". Her calling is recorded as "house keeper" and her age 
as 28 years, having been born on 11th April, 1812.53 The 
record, was written out by a colonial immigration official on 
the ships arrival in Sydney. That the status of W. D. White 
was "farm labourer" and that of Jane "house keeper" is 
unlikely. They probably asserted this to the authorities to be 
granted assisted passages rather than having to pay the full 
fare. To obtain an assisted passage it was necessary to be of 
an occupation or other circumstance which the authorities 
considered to be useful in Australia. Farm labourers were then 
in much demand.
On the relevant arrival form it is recorded that W. D. 
White was "brought out by Mr. Marshall.” An investigation 
into who Mr. Marshall was reveals that in 1840 there were 
three means to finance immigration into the colony of N.S.W. 
from the United Kingdom viz. privately, fully paid by the 
United Kingdom government, or assisted by a bounty paid by 
the United Kingdom government. The last mentioned method 
was the most common one in 1840. It was set up to 
encourage settlers in New South Wales to bring out suitable 
people from the homeland, who, it was proposed, the settlers 
would choose and sponsor and to whom a bounty would be paid 
to meet the cost of the passage.
This system did not work as planned as few settlers in 
New South Wales had the time or the education to deal with 
the requisite forms and government requirements. In the result 
enterprising persons such as Mr. Marshall organised and 
financed the passage of many immigrants and claimed the 
bounty. By efficient organisation Mr. Marshall was able to
Sydney Morning Herald of 10th November 1840. 
Microfilm search and printout of the list at 
Queensland State Library on 1st November, 1988. 
(Call No. GS 325.94 1969). Entitled "Assisted
Immigrants Inwards to Sydney 1828-1842".
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make a profit and the immigrants were able to sail to New 
South Wales for little cost. John Marshall operated four ships 
on the run, the "Mary Anne", the "Himalaya", the "Orient" and, 
of course, the "Royal Consort". They sailed regularly from 
London and Plymouth. The rules were very strict and the 
accommodation was spartan for bounty passengers. Paying 
passengers, could travel in steerage or in cabin class with the 
charges ranging from about £20 to £120 per adult person.54
During 1840 the assisted immigrants to New South Wales 
numbered 2,631 men, 2,733 women and 1,273 children (under 14 
years) making a total of 6,637 out of a total number of 
immigrants for that year of 8,486. The next year, 1841, a 
census was taken which showed a total number of people in 
New South Wales of 128,726 of whom 82,352 had been born in 
the Colony or had arrived as free settlers (assisted or 
otherwise). The census also showed there were then 57,416 
people in Van Diemen’s Land (Tasmania). The ratio of males to 
females in New South Wales was then about 2:1.55
54
55
Article in Australian Law News, March 1990 p.30-31. 
R. B. Madgwick "Immigration into Eastern Australia 
1788-1851" Sydney University Press, espec. Chapter VIII.
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CHAPTER 2
FIRST YEARS IN AUSTRALIA
The early activities and circumstance of the W. D. White 
family after their arrival in Sydney are not definitely known. 
According to Maud Mills (reproduced in this chapter) the family 
took lodgings in Sydney but left as soon as it could be 
arranged to buy land in the Richmond area (with what 
remained of his Uncle Pike’s loan) and that the death of their 
daughter, Emily, in Sydney soon after arrival, may have hurried 
them away from Sydney.1 (Maud Mills wrote of the "Richmond 
River", but this is probably an error for the river in the 
Richmond area - the Hawkesbury).2* 3
The records, sparse as they are, establish some facts. 
Firstly, the arrival records set out in the previous chapter 
seem to be correct so we know W. D. White, Jane and their 
children Ernest (3 1/2 years) and Emily (2 years) arrived in 
Sydney on 9th November 1840. Secondly, it is established that 
the child Emily White who arrived in Sydney with her parents 
died on 11th January, 1841. The Burial Certificate gives W. D.
"The Story of the Whites of Bluff Downs". 
Unpublished, p.4.
Geoffrey White in his monograph on the Harold 
White side of the family stated that William 
"originally worked as a shepherd for the 
entrepreneur Ben Boyd on one of his sheep stations 
in Monaro in New South Wales." A. G. D. White "In 
and Out of Africa". Printed 1987. The book records 
the events of the Albert (Bert) White family 
emigrating from Queensland to Africa and then back 
to Australia.
The Australian Dictionary of Biography makes no 
mention of what they did after arrival except that 
from "January to March 1843 he (William) taught in 
the Church of England school at Mangrove Creek 
near Gosford", and the entry continues on that he 
bought land on the Richmond River. A.D.B. 1851- 
1890 "White, William Duckett". For those not 
familiar with N.S.W. Gosford is a town some 150 
kilometres north of Sydney. The Richmond River is 
much further north, in the northern part of New 
South Wales. There is no evidence of W. D. White 
having land on the Richmond River.
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White’s occupation at that time as "Office Clerk" and the abode 
of the family as "Kent Street South, parish of St. Lawrence, in 
the County of Cumberland".4
The next positive evidence shows that William and his 
family were living in the Mangrove area of the Parish of 
Gosford (County of Northumberland), on the Hawkesbury River 
in 1842. There is no record for WHITE of any description in 
the census for 1841 for the relevant area, the Brisbane Water 
District of Mangrove Creek area.5 There is definite record of 
his presence there, however, for the years 1842-1844 as the 
school master of the Church of England school in the Diocese 
of Brisbane Water at the Mangrove Creek School. The parish 
school records show that in 1842 William Duckett White was 
the sole school teacher and had enrolled 9 male and 9 female 
scholars and the expenses were £3.8.0d. In 1943 he had 
enrolled 9 male and 11 female scholars and the school expenses 
were £19.15.10d, and in 1844 he had 16 male and 21 female 
scholars and the expenses were £50.5.3d.6 It seems that W. D. 
White was the first teacher at that school.7 The school 
register also shows that there were two other Church of 
England schools in that diocese, at Brisbane Water and East 
Gosford. By 1845 William had left as John A. Skinner was then 
recorded as the school master at the Mangrove school.
The other firm evidence of William’s presence in this 
area is the Baptism Register for the Parish of Gosford, County 
of Northumberland for 1844. (A photocopy of the entries, as 
typed out, is included). These entries show that on 17th 
March 1844 William Duckett White, teacher, and his wife Jane,
4 1900 Index (Microfiche). Emily White. Died
1841/449/25. Letter Mrs. Mavis Newcombe, Hon. 
Sec., Maitland and District Historical Society dated 
October, 1989 (File No. 1026/89) and further letter 
dated November 1989. Burial Certificate of N.S.W. 
Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages dated 3 
January, 1990.
6 Letter from Mr. Phillipe Ed. Tabuteau J.P., Hon. Sec., 
Gosford District Local History Study Group, dated 6 
October, 1989.
6 Photocopy of School Register, sent by Mr. Phillipe 
Ed. Tabuteau J.P., above, by letter dated 6 October 
1989, being an extract from "Returns of the Colony" 
(Blue Books).
7 Ibid.
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who both resided at Mangrove were the parents of Helena 
Simpson White and Emily White who were both baptised that 
day. The entries also show that Helena was born on 2nd 
December, 1840 and Emily was born on 24th November, 1843.® 
(The baptism certificates from the Registrar of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages, N.S.W., show this same information, because the 
information contained therein is derived from this Baptismal 
Register).9
From these facts it can be established that William and 
Jane’s first daughter, Emily, was 2 years' of age when they 
arrived in Sydney on 9th November, 1840. Within a month, on 
2nd December, 1840, Helena was born. Emily died a month 
later, on 11th January, 1841, at which time William had a job 
as an "Office Clerk". Some time during 1842 William 
commenced a school at Mangrove Creek for the Church of 
England and he and his family lived there until he gave up the 
position at the end of 1844. During this period, on 24th 
November, 1843, another daughter was born, whom they also 
named Emily. As no other record of this child exists it can be 
inferred that this daughter also died very young, some time 
after her baptism on 17th March, 1844.
A description of the area, its background and the 
conditions of the time is given by Mr. Phillipe Ed. Tabuteau 
J.P., the Honorary Secretary of the Gosford District Local 
History Study Group, as follows:-
"The Mangrove Creek area in the Brisbane Water 
District had been settled for less than 10 years when 
the William Duckett WHITE family appears in the 
records.
The Brisbane Water District extends from the north 
of the Broken Bay in which disembogues the large 
Hawkesbury River which had been discovered in June 
1789 when Gov. Phillip was exploring the area 
looking for suitable farming lands. He sailed up the 
river as far as his small cutter could proceed. It 
was then found that the higher part of the River, 
which contained small pockets of alluvial land and
Copy of page supplied by Mr. Phillipe Ed. Tabuteau 
J.P. with abovementioned letter.
Baptism Certificates No. 2326 Vol. 28 for Emily and 
No. 2325 Vol. 28 for Helena.
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was very suitable for farming, was not very distant 
from Parramatta where a settlement had been in 
progress. Therefore settlement by small farmers 
commenced in the high part of the river to spread 
westward towards its lower reaches.
Along the north banks occurred a number of creeks 
forming valleys with suitable lands. They are the 
Colo and the Macdonald rivers and much further 
westward the Mangrove creek. That creek was
missed by the Governor’s party in 1789, due to the 
extensive growth of mangroves which concealed its 
mouth.
Small grants were given to emancipists and army 
soldiers from the time of Grosse, the small farms 
crept down the river through the years to attain 
Mangrove creek shortly before 1825. The small
farmers occupied small pockets of land, they were 
often quite isolated and living in very primitive 
conditions. They were visited by Sarah Mathew, the 
wife of the Assistant Surveyor in 1834, she left a 
description of people living in miserable conditions. 
They had to rely on small craft which sailed up and 
down the water ways to dispose of their crops and 
bring the necessities of life they could afford to buy.
Early Wesleyan preachers had been established in the 
region. They were local farmers who acted as 
catechists and preachers. They had erected a few 
miserable bark huts to hold services and religious 
meetings. Later, in 1838 a protestant minister was 
appointed permanently at Gosford. The population of 
Mangrove creek and along the river as far as 
Wiseman’s Ferry was united to the Brisbane Water of 
which Gosford became the centre in 1841. One of 
the earliest tasks of the newly constituted district 
parishes was to build parsonages, schools and 
churches in that order. The "Church Act" of Gov. 
Bourke, was passed in 1836, whereby financial help 
was available in ratio of the sums which had been 
collected from the parishioners, it resulted in many 
parishes being constituted and buildings erected.
Schooling was one of the main achievements of the 
churches, one for which they benefited from their 
congregation approval and co-operation, these people
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wished to have their children educated. Since the 
population at Mangrove was still very sparse and was 
thinly distributed along the creek it was found more 
appropriate to build more than one schoolroom, 
doubling as church meeting places.
In the 1850’s there were two schools cum church 
along the creek. However in the time of William 
White, perhaps only one school was used since the 
Returns of the Colony "Blue Book", the only record 
we have found, then mention only one school at 
Mangrove Creek.
The two sites were at Greengrove, or Central 
Mangrove and Dubbo Gully at the Upper Mangrove 
Creek. At each place was a church and a small 
cemetery. One church and the cemeteries are still 
there, it is probable that Teacher White acted also 
as church clerk and performed burials since the 
parson was so far from the people, it took him a full 
day to ride through the scrub and the hilly 
mountainous region, the bridle-paths were ill defined 
and many a time travellers and even parsons lost 
their way."10 11
In 1842 the penal colony of Moreton Bay was ended and 
the prohibition on entering Brisbane without express 
permission or taking up land within 50 miles of it was lifted. 
Hence a convenient new area for settlement for W. D. White 
was the Moreton Bay area. In late 1844 or early 1845 he 
must have travelled to an area in the upper reaches of the 
Logan River to a cattle run named "Beau Desert", about 80 km 
south of Brisbane. The Logan River was first explored by 
Captain Patrick Logan, the then Commandant of the Moreton 
Bay penal colony, who explored by boat some 80 miles up from 
its mouth (in Moreton Bay) in 1826.12
10 Letter dated 6th October, 1989 (to author).
11 Two maps of the Gosford/Mangrove area kindly 
supplied by Mr. Tabuteau, with a letter dated 16th 
November, 1989 were of great assistance.
12 "The Explorer's of the Moreton Bay District 1770- 
1830" by the Rev. Dr. J. G. Steele pp.205-208.
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CHAPTER 3
"BEAUDESERT" AND ASSOCIATED CATTLE RUNS 1844-1858
A short summary, which seems to be accurate, of the 
early years of Beaudesert and W. D. White’s involvement is 
contained in the publication "Gold Coast. The Story of the 
Gold Coast of Queensland and the Hinterland"1:-
"BEAUDESERT
Early in 1842 there came to the valley of the Logan 
one Edward Hawkins, in charge of stock for Henry 
Suttor of Bathurst, and the station Hawkins 
established on the river, 47 miles from Brisbane, on 
behalf of his principal, he named ‘Beau Desert*. 
Government records over a long number of years 
registered the name in two separate words, though 
the name of the township that grew up around the 
site of the old homestead has always been spelt 
‘Beaudesert*.
Tradition asserts that Edward Hawkins named the run 
after a station near Mudgee in New South Wales, 
owned by Henry Bayley whose forebears were linked 
with the great family of Paget. The first ‘Beau 
Desert*, from which these Australian place names 
were derived, was a monastery established by 
Cistercian monks in  Staffordshire, England, in the 
reign of King Stephen. In later years it came into 
the possession of the Bishops of Lichfield and 
Coventry, who lived there for 400 years. King 
Henry VIII, on the dissolution of the monasteries, 
granted it to Sir Walter Paget, afterwards created 
Baron Paget of Beau Desert.
So runs the story behind the naming in 1842 of the 
30,000 acres stock run in the remote and smiling
Written by Eve Keane. Oswald Ziegler Publications 
Pty. Ltd. 1958 pp. 14-15. For similar, excellent 
accounts see also Kathleen Nutting "Then and Now: 
The Story of Beaudesert 1874-1974", published by 
Beaudesert Times Pty. Ltd., and "An Australian Post 
Office History - Beaudesert", published by the 
Australian Post Office.
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valley on the northern edge of the Colony’s 
civilisation.
The first depasturing licence for ‘Beau Desert* was 
taken out on 19th December, 1842, in the name of 
William Henry Suttor2, whose residence was recorded 
as ‘Beau Desert on the Logan River*, and he held the 
property until November 1844, when it passed to the 
possession of Joseph Phelps Robinson, in whose 
name it stood at the time of the Government
gazettal of runs in 1848.
After a brief ownership by Robert Tertius Campbell 
and M Egan Murnin, ‘Beau Desert’, in June 1851, 
was acquired by William Duckett White and George 
Robinson, W. D. White later acquiring sole ownership. 
(This last assertion is inaccurate).
The Hon. W. D. White lived at the ‘Beau Desert*
homestead with his family, extending his holdings 
until he became known as the largest landowner in 
the district, and it was said that his stock ranged
from the Logan to the seashore, from Brisbane to
the Border. The remains of his stockyards and 
workmen’s huts were landmarks until recent years at 
Coombabah, Nerang, Worongary, Mudgeeraba and 
Tallebudgera.
He was one of the largest holders of freehold land 
upon which the township of Southport was built in 
the 1870*s and he played an important part earlier, 
in the establishment of Beenleigh.
‘Beau Desert* station remained in the White family 
until it was sub-divided and sold in blocks, but the 
Hon. W. D. White’s younger son, A. W. D. White, 
retained his link with the name when, in 1882, he 
became associated with the Collins family of 
‘Mundoolun* and the firm of Collins, White & 
Company purchased ‘Beaudesert*, ‘Strathfield* and 
‘Eulolo* stations near McKinlay, South of Julia Creek. 
Other partners in this company were Sir Simon
William Henry Suttor was a prominent pastoralist at 
the time - "Wild Colonial Boys” by Frank Clune 
(Times House Publishing 1988) p.31.
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Fraser (who married Miss Bertha Collins, youngest 
daughter of John Collins of ‘Mundoolun’) and Sir 
Malcolm McEachern."
The publication also states that Edward Hawkins was the 
son of Mrs. Elizabeth Hawkins, the first woman (pioneer) to 
cross the Blue Mountains. Edward was then aged only one year.
Maud Mills in her memoirs gives a slightly different 
account of this early settlement of "Beau Desert" and it is 
reproduced for the value of its anecdotal comments which, in 
many cases, must have been told to her by her parents and 
grandparents.
THE REAL BEGINNING: In 1842 country on
the Logan River, in what is now Southern 
Queensland, had been thrown open for settlement. It 
was to a cattle run in this district that my 
Grandfather came to make a new beginning, being 
given the management of this run by the owners, 
Sprott and Boyd, who leased it from the Government. 
Sprott was a wealthy Englishman and Boyd was the 
great Benjamin Boyd, who had, in July, 1842, opened 
the Sydney Branch of the Royal Bank of Australia. 
Together, they purchased many pastoral properties 
and acquired large areas of land during the drought 
and crisis of 1840 - 1844. The run in the Logan 
district, called Beaudesert, was among them. The 
first owner of Beaudesert was James Phelps Robinson; 
he was the first member for Port Phillip, a resident 
director in the Sydney Branch of the Royal Bank of 
Australia, and the influential cousin I have already 
mentioned. After a year or so he sold Beaudesert to 
Sprott and Boyd who gave the management of it to 
my Grandfather. He (W. D. White) became owner of 
Beaudesert, after having been for a time part owner 
with his cousin, Arthur Robinson.
While this run was owned by James Phelps 
Robinson, a man named Ned Hawkins was left in 
charge. He was the first white man to live in this 
wild, but beautiful part of the Logan River country, 
and he gave it the name of Beaudesert. How it 
came to be so called is described in an article in the 
‘Beaudesert Times* of October, 16th, 1942, marking 
the hundredth anniversary of settlement. This
Copy o f Original Plan showing Beau Desert, Kerry Sarabah, 
Nindooimba and other Runs around the Beau Desert Area.
Beaudesert ”, ‘‘Sarabah ”, ‘‘Kerry ” & ‘‘Nindooinbah ” Runs
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article quotes the Rev. T. O’Connor as saying: 
‘Edward Hawkins, one of the first settlers here in 
1842, called this place after the estate on which he 
was born, Beaudesert Park, on the River Trent in 
Staffordshire. The name is of Norman origin given
to the English place ...  so one writer suggests ...
with sly humour. Our Beaudesert was given the 
French pronunciation until almost a generation ago.
Hawkins’ Land ......  Beautiful Solitary Place ...  was
later taken over by William Duckett White.* 
Hawkins, as we know, was not a settler at least not 
at that time, but in charge of this cattle run for its 
original owner, James Phelps Robinson. When my 
Grandfather arrived at Beaudesert, as there was only 
Hawkins’ hut, he had now again to build a house for 
his family.
To begin with it was a typical early pioneer’s home. 
The walls were made of slabs, the house, with 
verandahs around it, roofed with bark, while the 
stump of a large tree was, so my Aunt Helena has 
told me, used as a dining table in a room built round 
it. A more comfortable house was added later, with 
a shingle roof, (this is shown in a photograph taken 
in the fifties, now in my possession). There was 
much else to be built as well as a house. Fences 
and yards were urgently needed and much of. this 
work was done by Chinese and Kanakas brought into 
the country by Captain Bobbie Towns (who gave his 
name to Townsville). The blacks too, were used, 
especially for stock work as they made such good 
horsemen.
When in 1842 the convicts were taken away to Van 
Diemen’s Land, and the days of the Penal Settlement 
at Moreton Bay were over, a limited number of 
good-conduct men were left to carry on the 
necessary work for the Government. Very few of 
these men were available for work on the land away 
in the bush. My father could remember only one of 
these ‘free men* as they were called, being 
employed as a stockman on Beaudesert, and that he 
received £8 a year besides his keep. It was this 
shortage i of labour which brought the introduction of 
Chinese coolies and Kanakas.
Grandfather after a short period as manager for
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Sprott and Boyd, became part-owner of Beaudesert 
with Arthur Robinson, another cousin. He eventually 
became sole owner, when a time of great hardship 
began for him and his family, money becoming very 
scarce. This was owing to the good seasons and 
tremendous increase in the number of sheep and 
cattle everywhere, when he found it almost 
impossible to sell his cattle in the glutted markets.
There were only local markets in those days."
The photograph referred to by Maud Mills has inscribed 
on the back of it: "Beaudesert station house. 1858. On 
verandah is Mrs. Duckett White, Ernest, Albert & Helena 
(children)." This inscription is wrong. The persons depicted in 
the photograph are that of the Launders family, who owned the 
house when the photograph was taken in the 1880’s.3 It 
appears to be the only surviving photograph of the homestead. 
Also the reference by Maud Mills to "Arthur" Robinson being 
the partner is incorrect. George Robinson was the partner. 
(Arthur A. Robinson, probably George's nephew, emigrated 
later ai.J initially stayed with and worked for William. He 
subsequently became an eminent grazier and businessman in and 
about the Beaudesert area). The Beaudesert homestead became 
neglected and was demolished in the late 1880's.4
Exactly how and when William and his family moved to 
Beaudesert is not recorded. It is certain that he was in 
residence there by 1845. An early record of a census in the 
Moreton Bay area was taken by the agent for the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, Stephen Simpson, in February 
1845. Mr. Simpson's log book reveals his travels through the 
area from north of Kilcoy to south of Beaudesert. The details 
concerning "Beau Desert", which he visited in February 1845, 
are:-
The photograph was published in the Beaudesert 
Times Supplement 27 August 1965, along with other 
historical information, to celebrate Enrights 80 years 
of storekeeping in Beaudesert. It was stated that 
the photograph was taken 78 years before and each 
of the Launders family was named. From letter by 
Mrs. Margaret Barry, Archivist, Beaudesert 
Historical Society dated 16th June, 1989.
Kathleen Nutting. "Then and Now. The Story of 
Beaudesert 1874-1974." Ibid, p.3. For further detail 
see Chapter 7.
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"The Person holding the license was J. P. Robinson,
W. D. White was superintending. There were 7 
residents living in a slab and bark hut. Wheat and 
maize was being grown.”5 6 (There were 1,516 cattle 
and 4 horses recorded on the run. This the biggest 
number of cattle in the area with Cressbrook next 
with 1,480. Many runs had sheep, with Nindooimbah 
by far the largest number recorded, at 7,294. The 
run was 15 miles long. The width is indecipherable 
in the record but possibly was "4").
On 14th December, 1848 Mr. Simpson again visited "Beau 
Desert". His log book recorded:-
"The same owner and superintendent. There were 16 
residents. There was a slab shingled hut. There 
were 4 acres of maize in cultivation and the run was 
stocked with 2,172 cattle and 13 horses. Estimated 
annual produce of the dairy was 80,000 cheese and 
1,500 butter. The estimated extent of the run was 
70".6 (Presumably square miles).
A year after W. D. White arrived in the Logan District, 
on 2nd March, 1846, the government took a census and a 
summary of the results for Brisane is of interest:-
"On 2 March 1846 the government took a colony* 
wide census which showed a total population of 960 
for North Brisbane and South.
North Brisbane South Brisbane Total
Male 405 209 614
Female 209 137 346
Total 614 346 960
The vast majority of these inhabitants had either 
born in the colony or arrived free.
been
5 Copy of Log Book of Itinerary of Stephen Simpson 
Esq., for Commissioner of Crown Lands 1844-45. 
Supplied by Beaudesert Historical Society.
6 Ibid.
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North Brisbane South Brisbane
Male 314 164
Female 202 133
Of bonded people there were still 48 ticket-of-leave 
persons in Brisbane, another 22 in government employ and 
three in private assignment. Less than one-third of the 
population was married, and single men outnumbered single 
women by five to two (435 to 178). In religion the 
Anglican church easily outstripped the others.
463 Anglicans 290 Roman Catholics
104 Presbyterians
24 Wesleyans 54 other Protestants
Among males, the largest number were born in England- 
223, but among females Australia was the most common 
place of birth - 145. In North Brisbane there was an 
unusually high number of Irish-born - 101 males and 52 
females - probably a relic of convict days. The totals for 
places of origin were:-
315 Australian-born 296 English-born
233 Irish-born 76 Scottish-born
Literacy rates were quite high; of those over 25 
years, 439 could read and write but 96 could not 
read.
The most common occupation was of the skilled labouring 
kind ((mechanics’, artisans) - 120, and here South Brisbane 
in spite of its smaller population almost equalled North 
Brisbane - 59 to 61. ‘Other labourers’ engaged 73 people 
and servants 60. Traders and manufacturers took up 55 
positions, and professional skills occupied most of the rest 
- six in the law, five in medicine, one in religion, and 22 
in other educated categories (mainly administrative)."7
On 13th April, 1847 another son was born to Jane and W. 
D. White and named Albert William Duckett White, being 
christened at St. John’s Brisbane on 23rd September, 1847.® As
W. Ross Johnston "Brisbane. The First 30 Years". 
Boolarong Publications 1988 p.106.
Baptism Certificate issued at Sydney on 11th April, 1989.
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to the early years of the three children Maud Mills writes:-
"At Beaudesert, on April 13th, 1847, my Father, 
Albert William Duckett White (their second son) was 
born. Like so many children of the pioneers, he 
grew up strong and tall and good-looking. It was a 
healthy and free open-air life for a child, and with 
the exception of his brother Ernest, ten years older 
than himself, and his sister Helena, his earliest 
playmates were the young blacks in the camp not far 
from the homestead.
The aborigines of the Logan district were a 
particularly fine type of native and the two White 
boys learnt from the young blacks to throw spears 
and boomerangs and to hunt the wild game then so 
plentiful in the unspoilt bush and rivers. Albert, 
too, learnt to speak their language like a native. He 
was educated at Macquarie Fields near Liverpool in 
N.S.W., the school that Macarthur made so famous. 
Begun by Macarthur in 1848, it was amalgamated ten 
years later with the King’s School, Parramatta, 
where he held the position of Headmaster until 
1886."
It would be appropriate at this stage to describe the 
system of land holdings in the newly settled areas of the 
colony. Outside the main colonial towns there was very little 
authority exercised by the government and as no land surveys 
had been carried out no attempt was made to establish a 
system of registration of land interests. Settlers, therefore, 
who wished to take up grazing land drove their stock and 
belongings beyond those who had settled earlier suitable 
unoccupied land. There they established their camp and
"squatted" on their runs by actual possession. They had no 
tenure but were, essentially, trespassers on crown land, albeit 
tolerated and sometimes encouraged by the authorities.
The next stage was government regulation of these runs 
by grant of depasturing licenses. These were granted on 
payment of a fee, the amount of which was dependent on the 
area claimed. The first licenses to depasture stock in the 
region that became Queensland after separation from N.S.W. 
were obtained under an act whose long title was "An Act 
Further to Restrain the Unauthorised Occupation of Crown 
Lands, and to Provide the Means of Defraying the Expense of
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the Border Police" which commenced on 1st July, 1839.9 The 
areas of Moreton, Darling Downs, and Maranoa were then 
described as "beyond the limits of location". Pastoralists took 
up stations and licenses in the Moreton region within the 50 
mile limit of the penal colony of Brisbane before that limit was 
finally abolished in 1842. The first proclamation date for the 
Moreton region of pastoral licenses was 10 May 1842.10 The 
system gradually became more orderly with the passing of the 
years as runs became more clearly identified and, finally, were 
properly surveyed.
It must be kept in mind that the squatters were always 
anxious as to their investment in huts, fences, dams and other 
improvements because of the insecurity of their tenure over the 
land. In many cases licenses to depasture stock were only for 
a few years and then the license was at risk of being lost. 
Also, with the advent of closer settlement, even where a 
license over a larger area may have been renewed, if the 
desirable land along the rivers and creeks was sold up the rest 
of the run was of little value for the depasturing of stock 
because of the lack of places to water. In dry seasons a 
squatter who had stocked such a run was at risk to lose all or 
part of his herd. Where squatters are recorded as failing to 
renew a license, therefore, this was often the result of a 
deliberate decision that the run was no longer worth the risks 
and that renewal of the license was not worth the expense.
However, there was an advantage to squatters of having 
depasturing rights in that it often gave the licensee a first 
choice of land for pre-emptive purchase. Thus, as in the case 
of W. D. White and George Robinson on the Beaudesert run, 
they were able to buy the best of the land because of this 
right. W. D. White exercised this right of pre-emptive 
purchase on quite a number of his runs.
The passing of the Land Act 1847 (N.S.W.) attempted to 
provide pastoralists with some security of tenure and at the 
same time gave the government power to sell crown land for 
closer settlement, and also, by such sales, to raise much needed 
government revenue. In that year the New South Wales 
Government Gazette for the District of Moreton Bay (No. 13),
2 Vic. 27. Taken from the Qld State Archives page 
entitled "Index to Pastoral Holdings and Lessees 
1842-1859".
Ibid.10
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listed a total of 39 runs.11
The New South Wales Government Gazette publication of 
pasturage licenses for the Moreton Bay region for year ending 
30th June 1846 included J. P. Robinson as licensee for "Bear 
Desert" (sic), a handwriting mistake for "Beau Desert". The 
Gazette reads:-
"Revenue Branch, Colonial Treasury,
Sydney 8th November, 1845
List of persons who have obtained Licenses to 
Depasture Stock beyond the limits of location for the 
year ending, 30th June, 1840.
MORETON BAY
Aikman and Prior, Broomelton; Archer, D. and Co., 
Durandur; Archer D. and Co., Cugar; Balfour J.R., 
Colinton; Barker William, Tamrookum; Biggs F. W. &
F. E., Mount Brisbane; Cameron John, Fesofern; 
Campbell Robert, tertius, Telamon; Coatts Donald, 
Rosewood; Dowse Thomas, Gimboomba; Ferrifer and 
Uhr, Wivenhoe; Friell Phillip, Tenthill; Graham and 
Ivory, Eskdale; Griffin Francis, Whiteside; Hicks H.
P., Tambourene; Joyner and Mason, Samson Vale;
Kent John, Dalhunty Plains; Lawless P. and C., 
Nindoomba; McKenzie Sir E. and C. J., Kilcoy; 
McConnel D.C., Crenbrook; McDonald M. and C., 
Dugandad; North William, junior and Deborah 
Barnett, Tairnie Law; Pearce J. C. Helledon; Pitts C.
W., Grantham; Rankin John, Melcombe; Robinson J.
P., Bear Desert; Robinson J. P., Laidley Plains; Scott 
A. and G., Mount Esk; Thorn George, Rosebrook; 
Turner William, Taroom; Wilson William, Mount 
Flinders."12
The details of the "Beau Desert" run were as follows:-
11 "Gold Coast. The Story of the Gold Coast of 
Queensland and Hinterland" (Oswald Zeigler 
Publications Pty. Ltd.) October, 1958 p.14.
12 NSW Government Gazette 1845 p.1294. It also 
published the runs for the Clarence River, the 
McLeay River, Darling Downs and New England. The 
Gazette mis-spells quite a number of the names of 
the runs.
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•I No. 24
Robinson Joseph Phelps.
Name of Run - Beau Desert.
Estimated Area - 50,000 Acres.
Estimated Grazing Capabilities - 1,500 cattle.
Bounded on the north by a Scrub and Creek dividing 
it from Mr. Robert Rowland’s Run, about two and a 
half miles east; on the east by the top of the 
Jimbroken Range dividing it from Messrs. Jones and 
Compigne’s Run, about twenty miles; on the south by 
a line east from the junction of Christmas Creek and 
Logan River to the top of Jimbroken Range dividing 
it from Mr. Robert Campbell’s Run, about two and a 
half miles; on the west by the Logan River dividing 
it from Messrs. Aikman and Prior’s Run, about 
twenty-two miles."13
For the year ended 30th June, 1847 "Bear Desert" (sic) 
was still shown with J. P. Robinson as licensee. The gazetted 
details of the Moreton Bay licenses are:-
it Colonial Treasury, 
Sydney, 15th May, 1847.
List of Persons who have obtained Licenses to 
Depasture Stock beyond the limits of location, for 
the year ending 30th June, 1847.
MORETON BAY
NAME STATION
Aikman and Prior 
Archer D. & Co.
Broomelton
Durandur
Cooya
Buaraba
Colinton
Tamrookum
Mount Brisbane
do
Atkinson E. C. 
Balfour J. & R. 
Barker William 
Bigge F. W. & F. E. 
Burgoyrçe G. F. &
S. H.
Cameron Charles 
Cameron John
Dulhunty Plains
Tarampa
Fesofern
13 NSW Government Gazette, p.614.
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Campbell Robert, 
Tertius 
do
Coulson Robert 
Coutts Donald 
Dowse Thomas 
Ferriter & Uhr 
Freill Phillip 
Graham Dugd. 
Graham & Ivory 
Griffin Francis 
Hodgson Arthur 
Humphreys William 
Joyner & Mason 
Lawless P. & C. 
McKenzie Sir Evan 
and Colin 
McConnel D. C. 
North William, 
junr.
Pearce J. C.
Pitts C. W.
Robinson J. P. 
do
Ross John 
Scott Alexr. & 
Gideon 
Thorn George 
Turner William 
Wilson William 
Windeyer Charles 
and Archibald
Yelcom
Melcombe
Moogerah
Rosewood
Gimboomba
Wivenhoe
Tenthill
Tabragalba
Eskdale
Whiteside
Tambourine
Noondoolun
Samson Vale
Nindoomba
Kilcoy
Crenbrook
Fairnie Law 
Hellidon 
Grantham 
Bear Desert 
Laidley Plains 
Rose Vale
Mount Esk 
Rosebrook 
Taroom
Mount Flinders 
Kerry".14
For the year ended 30th June, 1848 the Gazette again 
records J. P. Robinson as the licensee, although the spelling of 
the run is corrected to "Beau Desert".
" Colonial Treasury,
Sydney, 20th January, 1848.
List of persons who have obtained Licenses to 
depasture Stock beyond the limits of location, for 
the year ending 30th June, 1848.
14 N.S.W. Government Gazette 1847 p.573.
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MORETON BAY
Aikman and Prior, Broomelton; Archer D. & Co., 
Durandur; Archer D. & Co., Cooya; Archer Thos., 
Duandjan; Balfour J. & R., Colinton; Barker Wm., 
Tamrookur; Bigg F. W. & F. E., Mount Brisbane; 
Burgoyne G. F. and S. H., Dalhunty Plains; Cameron 
Chas., Tarampa; Cameron Jno., Fesofern; Campbell 
Robt. Tertius, Telemor & Melecombe; Clarke Frances, 
Kerry; Campigne Wm. Alexd., Nindoomba; Collins 
Jno., Moondoolun; Coutts Donald, Rosewood; Coutts 
Donald, Tambourine; Dowse Thos. Gimboomba; 
Ferriter & Uhr, Wivenhoe; Friell Phillip, Tenthill; 
Graham Dugd., Tabragalba; Graham and Ivory, 
Eskdale; Griffin G. and F., Whiteside; Joyner & 
Mason, Samson Vale; Mackenzie Sir E. & C. J., 
Kilcoy; McConnel D. C. Crenbrook; McDonald M. &
C., Dugandan; North Wm., Jnr. & Barnett Deborah, 
Fairnie Lan; Pitts C. W., Grantham; Richardson Jno., 
Moogeral; Robinson J. P., Laidley Plains; Robinson J.
P., Beau Desert; Ross Jno. Rose Vale; Scott Gideon 
Aw., Mount Esk; Thorn Geo. Rosebrook; Turner Wm., 
Helledon; Watson Rd., Tamroom."15
The activities of the Whites in and about the Beaudesert 
area were bound up with the activities of the other squatter 
and pioneer families of the area, such as the Towns, Barkers, 
Collins, Compignes and the Robinsons. But it was especially so 
with the Robinson family in the early years as W. D. White 
managed "Beau Desert" station for James Phelps Robinson 
(known to his family as "Phelps") and later was in partnership 
with James’ brother, George Robinson, for some 20 years. 
According to Maud Mills, W. D. White and the Robinsons were 
cousins, through W. D. White’s mother’s family, the Clibborns. 
She was only partly correct. They were cousins but it was 
because Jane White’s family were Robinsons, not Clibborns.16 
It is appropriate, therefore, to refer to the Robinson family 
history to some extent. Miss Lydia Robinson, granddaughter of 
George Robinson, wrote a family history manuscript in 1968, 
and as to James Phelps Robinson, she wrote:-
"JOSEPH PHELPS ROBINSON second son of George
15 N.S.W. Government Gazette 1848 p.158.
16 See Ch. 1 re the Irish family connections and see 
also Appendix A, the Family Tree.
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and Hannah Phelps Robinson born at Moate, Kings 
County (now Offally) Ireland in 1813. He chose a 
business career, crossing to England, traded as a 
Merchant, his business being in Lindenhall Street in 
the City of London. Also as an Agent and 
Wharringer he had interests in (many other
businesses) ...  He acted as agent for Benjamin Boyd
in his Ale and Brewing Business.
A great friend and business associate of Benjamin 
Boyd he was one of the many friends Boyd persuaded 
to invest money in the Royal Bank of Australia and 
other Enterprises he intended setting up in the new 
Colony of New South Wales. Boyd also asked him to 
come out and help in their development.
Phelps at the age of 29 years arrived in Port 
Jackson by the paddle steamer "Cornubia" in June 
1842. The MCornubiaH was one of the three steamers 
brought out by Benjamin Boyd to trade in Australia.
He sailed ahead of Boyd to make arrangements for 
the setting up of the various Enterprises they 
intended establishing in Australia." 17
J. P. Robinson was also a Quaker. Shortly after arrival in 
Australia he took up interests in land and grazing. According 
to the manuscript of Miss Lydia Robinson the records in the 
Mitchell Library, Sydney, show that in 1848 he had leases in 
the pastoral districts of New England, Darling Downs and 
Moreton Bay. Those in Moreton Bay were "Beau Desert", of an 
acreage of 50,000 acres with frontage on the Logan River, and 
"Laidley" (also known as "Laidley Plains" and as "Franklyn 
Vale") of 150,000 acres with frontage on Laidley Creek.18 He 
also had runs at Eden and Monaro in N.S.W.19
J. P. Robinson was a member of the Australian Club in 
1844 and a member for Port Phillip (Melbourne area) in the 
N.S.W. Legislative Council from 1844. He donated some 
bullocks from "Laidley" to the ill-fated exploration expedition
17 Lydia E. Robinson "The Robinson Family 1635-1964". 
Dated December 1968. Unpublished Manuscript. 
Copy held in the John Oxley Library, Brisbane.
18 Lydia E. Robinson, Ibid, p.7.
19 Australian Dictionary of Biography 1788-1850. 
Volume 2.
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of Ludwig Leichar'dt. He died suddenly of scarlet fever in 
Sydney on 13th August, Î848.20 His estate was administered by 
his brother George Robinson.
As to George Robinson, Lydia Robinson wrote:-
"GEORGE ROBINSON, the sixth child of George and 
Hannah Phelps Robinson was born in Newtown, Kings 
County (Now Offally) Ireland on 27th March, 1819.
All his life he was a person who loved adventure and 
travel.
When Ben Boyd was gathering friends to be active 
members of his staff and people interested in 
investing money in the new Colony of New South 
Wales, George (22 years) decided to join his brother 
Phelps in the new venture. To enable him to travel 
to the new Colony Phelps paid his expenses which 
cost 500 pounds.
George Robinson, our grandfather, was one of the 
select party who sailed with Ben Boyd on board his 
schooner yacht "Wanderer" a vessel of eighty four 
tons, a unit of the Royal Yacht Squadron of which 
Benjamin Boyd was a prominent member and a 
popular one."21
The Boyd/Robinson party sailed in the "Wanderer" from 
Plymouth on 23rd December, 1841 and arrived at Port Jackson 
in 1842 to a grand reception. After arrival George Robinson 
went to manage some runs for the Ben Boyd enterprises. 
Phelps purchased sheep for George and ran them with his own 
flock at Moreton Bay.22
While W. D. White was managing "Beau Desert" in the 
1840’s for Phelps Robinson, George was still managing runs for 
Benjamin Boyd but he had apparently expressed interest in 
moving north. Letters between the two Robinson brothers and 
from W. D. White to George Robinson have been carefully 
preserved by the Robinson family. (The originals are with Miss 
Lydia Robinson, New Farm, Brisbane, and copies are held by 
the John Oxley Library and the Beaudesert Historical Society).
20 Ibid.
21 Lydia E. Robinson, Ibid, p.12.
22 Ibid, p.13.
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J.P. Robinson wrote to George on 22nd January 1847 as 
follows:-
"Sydney Jan 22nd 1847
Dear George,
I am in receipt of your letter of 17th and think you 
had better remain as you are for a year longer. The 
present rate of wages and wool will not pay, besides 
sheep to the north don’t throw one half the weight 
of wool that they do in the South. There will be a 
great run to the new Country and 1 have no doubt 
plenty of vacant land can be had about the Darling 
which will have the Adelaide market for fat stock to 
the settlers in that district. The sheep bought for 
you last year will amount to 5,000 by this time 
twelve months which will be a nice lot for you to 
commence with. Do not mix yourself up with any 
person of this Colony. We start the ’’Velocity" in a 
day or two for a cargo of South Sea Islanders for 
the shipyards. They are to be landed in Twofold Bay 
and are to go to Manaroo & the Murray. I intend 
sending you 50 out first. You will put them in 
charge of small flocks of 2 or 300 sheep each 
getting a good shepherd to oversee them. The 
present high price of lamb & low price of wool will 
ruin one half of the settlers & we must take some 
decided step to save our prosperity.
I am - Yours
J. P. Robinson
George Robinson, 
Mafra,
Manaroo".
The story continues with Phelps’ further letter to George 
dated 31st July, 1848:-
"Sydney July 31st 1848
Dear George,
I have your letter of the 18th. After the next 
lambing you will have from 5 to 6000 sheep on my
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run at Moreton Bay & I think you had better start 
on your own account after the end of this year.
Now as I think I could make arrangements to barter 
those sheep for steers from Manaroo which you could 
drive over & fatten on the Murray. It is a question 
whether it would not be better to turn grazier than 
breeder. Sheep to the North carry a miserably poor 
fleece & are attended with considerable expense 
whereas by buying male stock alone you can always 
have money at command. Some of my Bullocks at 
Moreton Bay yield 500 lbs of tallow & you can 
always calculate a beast 4 years old on the Murray 
to be worth Three Pounds which you could always 
buy at 2 years old for 15/-. I am going to the 
Murray for four months. Address to me at the 
Woolshed, Edward River.
Loving
J. P. Robinson
I enclose a family letter.
George Robinson,
Mafra, Manaroo."
As has been mentioned Phelps Robinson died on 13th 
August, 1848, leaving quite complex business affairs. Before his 
death Ben Boyd’s business affairs had become hopelessly 
entangled and the financial backers in England took control of 
their joint interests and sent Ben’s brother, William Sprott 
Boyd, to Australia in 1847 to wind them up, including the Royal 
Bank of Australia. By letter dated 29th December, 1848 William 
Sprott Boyd wrote to George Robinson as follows:-
Royal Bank of Australia
"Sydney 29 Dect. 1848
George Robinson Esq.,
Bibbenluke, Manaroo.
Dear Sir,
I have received your letter of the 27th Nov. to 
which I deferred replying till I could acquaint you 
with what has been done respecting your brothers 
affairs.
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The sheep at Laidley & Canal Creek have decreased 
to 21,000 from 25,000 so that you will not have quite 
so many to receive as 4,000. They were put to 
auction on Wednesday and bought in Laidley at 3/9. 
No offer for Canal Creek at all but I hope to get 
4/- for them. Acting as I am for others I cannot 
grant permission for you to depasture cattle on the 
Murray, but I think you will do much better in 
joining W. White in buying Beaudesert. I think I can 
find the chief part of the need for this purpose 
after your & his funds are exhausted.
I have not yet advertised the Manaroo Stations and 
I fear they will not sell, so you must cut down 
expenses as much as possible. In a short time I will 
be able to say exactly when you will be relieved 
from charge of them; until which time I do not wish 
you to come up to Sydney. I have hitherto omitted 
to give you the guarantee of the Bank for your 
administration of your brothers affairs. It is herein 
enclosed.
A person of the name of Innés has presented 
himself here for payment of £14 of salary saying he 
is discharged by you. Please write me on this.
Yours faithfully,
Wm. Sprott Boyd.
George Robinson Esq.,
Bibbenluke,
Manaroo, via COOMA."
As has been mentioned the de-pasturing lease of the 
Beaudesert run had first been registered in the name of 
William Henry Suttor (but managed by Edward Hawkins) and in 
November 1844 it was transferred to J. P. Robinson. There is 
a difficulty about establishing the identity of the beneficial 
owner of real property interests for this period, as before the 
introduction of the Real Property Act of 1861 (Queensland) and 
its equivalent in New South Wales, any mortgagee of an 
interest in real property was recorded as the registered 
proprietor in the government records. Thus the records in the 
archives only reveal the name of the registered proprietor and 
that person may have been the owner of the lease or the 
mortgagee of it. One needs to turn to other information to
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establish which.
The result of archival research for "Beau Desert" for the 
relevant period was summarised by the Queensland State 
Librarian as follows:-
"On 20th March 1849 George Robinson as 
administrator of the Estate of the late J. P. 
Robinson, informed the Chief Commissioner of 
Crown Lands that he had disposed of his interest in 
Beau Desert to William Sprott Boyd. On 17 Aug.
1849 William Sprott Boyd wrote to the Chief 
Commissioner saying the lease of Beaudesert should 
be issued to Thomas Sutcliffe Mort.
On 5th Sept. 1849 T.S. Mort wrote to the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands to ask him to issue a 
lease for Beaudesert to Robert Campbell (tertius) and 
Michael Egan Murnin. On 15 Feb. 1851 R. Campbell 
and M. E. Murin wrote to the Chief Commissioner of 
Crown Lands informing him that Beaudesert was 
transferred to George Robinson and William Duckett 
White."23
The N.S.W. Government Gazette in 1849 records the 
transfer of "Beau Desert" run from J. P. Robinson to William 
Sprott Boyd, and other transfers of runs in the Moreton 
region, amongst other regions. The typed spelling again 
mistakes the writing, recording the name as "Beau Desart".
" Crown Lands’ Office
Sydney, August, 1849
TRANSFERS OF RUNS
It is hereby notified, for general inform ation, that 
the interest of the former Licenses, in the 
undermentioned Runs of Crown Land, has been 
transferred, with the sanction of the Government, to 
the persons hereinafter particularised, in accordance 
with the Regulation of 1st January, 1848, namely:-
Letter by Queensland State Librarian, J. S. Stapleton, 
to Miss L. E. Robinson dated 17th March, 1967.
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FORMER LICENSEES AME OF RUN.TO WHOM
TRANSFERRED.
Aikman Sc Prior Broomelton T. L. Murray Prior
Archer & Co. 
Campbell Robert,
Cooyar Hope Sc Ramsay
Tertius Melcombe Thomas Collins
do Telemon do
Clarke Francis Kerry John Black
Ferriter & Uhr Wivenhoe Messrs. J. F. Sc 
William North
McKenzie C. J.
& Sir E Kilcoy C. B. Atherton
Pearce James C. Crow’s Nest J. L. Montefiore
Pitts W. C. Grantham John Black
Robinson J. P. Beau Desart William Sprott Boyd
Richardson John Moogerah R. Pickering Sc 
J. S. Thelwall
Scott Gideon A. Mount Esk F. W. & F. 
Bigge".M
Why there was a transfer of the registration of the lease 
of "Beau Desert" from the Estate of J. P. Robinson via Messrs. 
W. S. Boyd, T. S. Mort, R. Campbell and M. E. Murnin before 
going to George Robinson and W. D. White in 1851 is not 
expressly recorded. It seems likely, however, that it was 
because they could not pay outright for the purchase of the 
lease and the other gentlemen advanced loans (in succession) 
securing repayment of the loans by a mortgage over the lease. 
It can be advanced with some certainty, therefore, that William 
and George Robinson bought the lease for the Beau Desert run 
in March 1849 and by February 1851 they had discharged all 
mortgages over it. This is also supported by Jane White’s 
letter to George Robinson dated 27th October, 1852 and William 
Spratt Boyd’s letter to George Robinson dated 29th December, 
1848.
However, with all due respect to the research skills of 
the Qld State Librarian, an original document appears to have 
been overlooked. The actual handw ritten entry of the transfer 
of "Beau Desert" from J. P. Robinson is not to William Sprott 
Boyd alone but to him jointly with Thomas Mort, Campbell 
Murnin, W. D. White and George Robinson. The entry, dated 
11th May, 1848, reads:-
24 N.S.W. Government Gazette 7th August 1849 p.1164.
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"Date of 
Publication 
and No. in 
Gazette
Name of Claimant . 
Run of Lease
or Original 
Tenderer
Lessee or rec­
ognised Occupant
1848
11th May
24 Beau Desert J. P. Robinson Wm. Sprott Boyd
Thos. T. Mant 
Campbell Murnin 
W. D. White and 
Geo. Robinson
••25
It seems fairly clear from this extra material, that there 
was an agreement made in 1848 for W. D. White and George 
Robinson to buy the run. Being able to provide only part of 
the purchase price they raised the rest by some of the 
purchase price still being owed to the vendor, W. S. Boyd on 
behalf of the estate of J. P. Robinson, and some part being 
loaned by T. Mant and C. Murnin. The latter two gentlemen 
were granted mortgages over their interest in the land to 
secure payment. Hence all five gentlemen were registered as 
the transferees. Then as W. D. White and George Robinson 
were able to generate further capital they paid out the loans 
progressively, the respective interests of the lenders in the 
land were transferred so, in 1851, W. D. White and George 
Robinson became the sole owners of all the right, title and 
interest in the run.
As has been mentioned W. D. White and his family had 
managed Beaudesert station from about early 1845, but from 
1849 he became the beneficial owner in a partnership in equal 
shares with George Robinson. George was then a bachelor and 
at the commencement of the partnership he took up residence 
on the run. (From subsequent letters it appears he lived in 
the slab hut homestead with the White family). After living 
there a short time George left for Sydney for what was to be 
a six week trip. There he met Ben Boyd and Ben having been 
relieved of his joint business responsibilities and both men still 
retaining their adventurous characters they resolved to go to 
California to try the gold diggings there. They set out in
25 Qld. State Archives CLO/13 Z 337.
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Boyd’s vessel, the "Wanderer” on 26th October, 184926, without 
consultation with, or warning to, W. D. White.
26 Lydia E. Robinson, Ibid p.18.
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CHAPTER 4
"BEAU DESERT” DURING 1850-1858
As has been mentioned by good fortune and care by the 
Robinson family the letters written by W. D. White and his 
wife Jane to George Robinson over the years 1852 to 1872 have 
been preserved and are in the possession of Miss Lydia E. 
Robinson of Brisbane. (The author of the manuscript on the 
Robinson family). She has kindly allowed copies to be made.1 
Because of the importance of these letters they are set out in 
full and when combined with other sources help to give the 
facts and circumstances concerning W. D. White and his family 
over those years.
The first of these letters, from Jane White to George 
Robinson dated 27th October, 1852, is as follows:-
"Beau Desert 27 of Oct 1852
Dear George,
You are doubtless surprised at not having heard 
from William for some time but your letters until the 
last one all implied that you were coming out 
immediately and therefore he deferred writing as he 
anticipated seeing you before a letter could reach 
you, he wrote twice to you to California I don’t 
know whether you ever received the letters. You I 
now say can very well imagine what care & anxiety 
have been William’s lot since you left to try and 
take up the bills for the station, he has however 
this season succeeded in paying every thing off in
The copies I have used have been obtained from the 
records of the Oxley Library, Brisbane which 
obtained its copies from the Historical Society, 
Beaudesert. They have been typed out and illegible 
copies replaced by Mrs. Margaret Barry, Archivist, 
Beaudesert Historical Society. I have edited the 
letters where there appears to be typing errors, but 
this done without the benefit of sighting the 
originals. Miss Lydia Robinson has checked the 
copies of these letters against the originals and the 
set of copies is complete although there may be 
minor errors in the text reproduced here.
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spite of many obstacles but his untiring energy 
perseverance has surmounted them all and he has 
now cleared from all debt one of the finest stations 
in this district. Labour here has risen enormously 
bullock drivers asking £2.0.0 a week and house 
servants and labourers in proportion, we paid £3.0.0 
a ton for taking the tallow & hides to Brisbane. 
This account will not surprise you as every one able 
to work tries his hand at the gold fields where they 
are in many cases very successful. William has not 
had time to go in fact the price of labour forces the 
squatters to remain on their stations and to do the 
work themselves so that they have no time to look 
for gold. Compigne2 has not left he is like every 
one else so short of shepherds that he cannot leave 
so that under all those pressures I think you will 
agree with me that William has done a great deal to 
clear the station. You write for "nuggoto" I have 
never seen one although I know there are plenty to 
be had if looked for3. The Logan has been searched 
for gold but without effect I fear all the treasures 
of mineralogy southwards. Ernest4 has grown a
great boy he is at school with a clergyman in 
Brisbane he is learning Latin & French but we fear 
much we will have to bring him home to help on the 
station. You mention having seen my brother5, you 
from having been in the Colony can see his is not 
the style of man for roughing it in the bush he is 
very dear to me and although (I believe very foolish) 
he is strictly honourable if  not greatly changed since 
I saw him. You will confer a lasting obligation on 
me if you give him or try to procure for him a 
situation if he has not got one. William would send 
him some assistance if he could but has no funds at 
his disposal after paving everything connected with 
the station. He is highly educated and if he wishes
"Compigne" was the owner and manager of nearby 
"Nindooimbah".
The first major gold strike in Australia was at 
Ballarat about 1851, and there were subsequent major 
diggings elsewhere so that by the time of this letter 
gold fever gripped the colony.
Ernest having been born in 1837 was then aged 15 years. 
The "brother" appears to be a reference to James 
Simpson.
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to come out could I dare say get a situation in some 
large classical school in Sydney.
If you see any of William’s brothers you can tell 
them that he is trying to procure country on the
Tweed he wishes some of them to come out &
occupy it he is overworked and wants helo he wishes 
some of his brothers would enter into cattle 
speculation he says two or three could do so much 
better than one.
Horace has been 3 years with us and seems very 
happy he sends his love to you & so does Compigne 
who wishes to know why all of you that have plenty 
of leisure don’t come out and pick up a few
thousand pounds worth of gold there have been 
immense fortunes made in a few months at the
diggings report says "diggers" have picked up 
£10,000’s. William often looks at the picture of the 
Wanderer6 we have hanging in the parlour and says 
what a happy exit you had out of her er’e you meet 
the fate of poor Boyd. William and Helena (who is 
almost a young woman) send their love to you and 
hoping you will remember me to my most esteemed 
friend and old school fellow Susan Robinson.
Believe me
Your sincere friend 
Jane White.
George Robinson Esq., 
Cork,
Ireland."
During the period of this letter, the years 1851-52, Maud 
Mills records in her memoirs their circumstance of the W. D.
The yacht "Wanderer" was owned by Ben Boyd. The 
framed print hung on the wall of "Beau Desert"; the 
original having been painted by Oswald Walter 
Brierly. The print was given to George by Ben Boyd 
- see Lydia E. Robinson, Ibid, p.18. George 
presumably hung it in the Beaudesert homestead 
when he lived on the run.
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White family as follows:-
"The needs of a growing family had also to be met.
The climax to this hard time came with the 
discovery of gold in 1851-52, bringing utter 
disruption to the work of the country. Workers 
everywhere joined in the mad rush to the diggings, 
and life on the land became increasingly d ifficu lt for 
those left to carry on. But with dramatic 
suddenness, times changed again for the Whites and 
those others who stuck to the land and they struck 
it rich in their own fashion. The Crimean War 
beginning in 1854, created a rise in the price of 
tallow, so now the cattle and sheep so greatly 
increased in numbers everywhere and unsalable, 
were slaughtered and boiled down wholesale and the 
tallow shipped in casks to England. My little 
Grandmother (Jane White), I have been told, "Worked 
like a man" at the boiling vats, or should it be said 
like a woman? - quite literally keeping the pot 
boiling."7
The first letter w ritten by W. D. White to George 
Robinson was dated 5th March, 1853, and states:-
"Beaudesert March 5th 1853.
Dear George,
I have just received yours of the 3rd. & 22nd. Sept 
last. I have received several letters from you but 
have not written to you since you left California & I 
will be candid & tell you I have been in too bad a 
temper with you from the manner in which you left 
me, telling me you would be home in six weeks, 
afterw ards writing that you would send me power of 
attorney to act for you. Now if I had not been 
known, Beaudesert would have been again on the 
market, as I had not funds to meet the second bill & 
it is only this season I am out of debt, having been 
under obligations to Compigne, for Bills to carry on.
I have had to work like a galley slave for want of 
Stockmen. 1 have now an apology for one, I have 
been obliged to bring Ernest from school to do the 
Stockmans work I intend taking him to Sydney this
7 Maud Mills, Ibid, pp. 6-7.
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month. I shall go into Brisbane tomorrow & get the 
Bank of N.S.Wales Bill for £250 - 20 to 50 of which 
is on my own acct for sundries, as follows a pair of 
large size Colts or any other very good Revolver- 
Pistols, for the Holsters, not Pocket Pistols - with 
six chambers & good & very light Double Barrell 
gun fit for Quail or Pigeon shooting. If you can get 
me a really good saddle, & a large good side-saddle. 
I have taken up four stations8, òn the coast from 
the Logan to the Tweed, & have been very busy 
about them these 12 months, but owing to the 
scarcity of labour, I have only last week succeeded 
in getting fences on one of the stations, which I am 
forming for a Heifer run. Two others I intend for 
breeder stations, & Beaudesert for a Bullock run. 
Had you been home we might have carried out these 
plans last year, & then been 2,000 head of cattle 
better off than we are, but enough. I hope you will 
come out at once & induce my Brothers to come 
also. I could find homes for them all.
You constantly allude to your prospect of getting 
married, I shall be most happy to see it as it would 
be the means of keeping you from rambling. You 
wish me to send you a nugget - or some Pearls - as 
to the latter they are in the Bay, but the value was 
a misprint - & I have never been to the Diggings 
nor have I seen a nugget. I have remained at home, 
trying hard to increase what I know to be a 
certainty in preference to changes of uncertainty at 
the mines.
I bought the Boyd horses from S. Browning, we 
have now nearly 90 head, one sort or another & the 
Cattle have increased well, but not as I said as much 
as if you had remained at home.
Mrs. White, Ernest, Helena & Albert arc well, the 
report you allude to about Helena, is unfounded. 
She is growing a very large girl. Ernest a big 
fellow nearly as tall as myself, he was near being 
killed a few weeks ago after horses, his mare started 
& ran him against a tree, & knocked out his front 
tooth, hurt his shoulder, & stunned him, with the
See Chapter 6 for a discussion of cattle runs.
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force of the blow in the temple. Albert is growing a 
fine stout fellow, & I hope will make a good
Squatter yet.9
If you can do anything for James Simpson,10 do it 
you will oblige me. I fear to bring him out here, 
for I do not think him the style of man for the 
Bush, & do not know that he could do in the Colony. 
You raise his expectations too high, by telling him I 
could lay by £200 per annum. If such was the case 
I would increase it to pay the debts I incurred in 
Cork, & with pride I look forward to be able to go 
there yet, & pay off all the debts I owe there. And 
I hope a few years more will do it. And for that 
very reason I am not inclined to trespass on my
present means.
The amount of Emigration to the Colony is
enormous, but our district is badly off for Labour, as 
soon as most men here can get enough to take them 
to the Diggings they are off. I am paying £40 for 
men hardly worth their rations - nevertheless things 
are improving. Cattle with stations are worth from 
30/- to 40/- per head - without station 20/- to
14/- per head.
Try & persuade Walter, Geo, & Henry11 to come out 
if we united our means, we would make an 
independence.
Coutts run is not sold - they sold the run of 
Rosevalc & went to Mt. Alexander, but have retained 
the Albert Run.
The greater part of our Runs, have been brought 
into the County of Stanly - one half of Beaudesert 
is, & we have only a lease from year to year at £1 
per square mile. The House is in this County.
If you or any of my Brothers should come out & 
wish to speculate, a few casks of real Malt Whisky, 
would pay well. I do not think you can get it in
Albert was born in 1847 so was then aged 6 years. 
"James Simpson" was his wife’s brother.
William’s brothers.
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Cork. I do not think they make it there from pure 
malt - but there is a Distillery near Dublin in which 
they make it. I wish if you can get some for me
you would send me a Hogshead, several of my
neighbours would take some from me. If you wish to 
send some on speculation I will join you in it.
Your brother Anthony wrote me some time ago 
about sending a vessel here, I would not recommend 
it. I do not think any vessels, loaded here have 
paid their owners & I could not attend to it, & fear 
the Agents are otherwise interested.
Cleveland point has been opened & several
allotments sold - but as yet only one store built-
they expect to load some vessels there next boiling 
season. I have purchased a few allotments there.
Your old Grey Horse & Mischief are still alive, 
Mischief very still in all his joints, the old grey, 
spirited, but steady, he must be very old.
Getting those men to work on the Tweed has 
softened my temper, or I fear I would hardly have 
written to you now - I have been so angry with you. 
I did not know your address, so sent a newspaper, & 
Mrs. White wrote to you some time ago addressed to 
care of W. P. Robinson, Shamrock Lawn. ï  will 
address this to you Dockyard, Brickfields road - it is 
now just one o’clock, Saturday night & Will leave 
the conclusion, until I go to Brisbane. By the bye, 
your Irish Boar, has created quite a sensation in 
Sydney, I believe he has devoured two or three 
children, the Authorities ordered him out of Town- 
and the Proprietors of the Tea Gardens, at Botany 
offered any amount for the use of him, for one day, 
to exhibit at some anniversary fete, as a wild Irish 
Boar.
Don’t forget the Revolvers. I have to travel 
through a curious country to the Tweed, & I want 
them for protection, but whatever you send, let them 
be good ones, & as soon as possible - any that are 
offered for sale here bring a great price.
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Compigne proposed this week to Capt. Collins12 
second eldest daughter - Jessie, & is to be married 
very soon - her eldest sister was married three 
weeks ago to our neighbour Mr. Henderson - who 
has the run Rowland had.
Brisbane Monday March 7th.
I have just received a letter from Hugh W. 
Hamilton, our Agent Macquarie place - Sydney - that 
he has purchased 602 cattle for me from Wm Boyd, 
New England for cash. I have only seven days to go 
home & start there to receive them 300 to 350 miles 
- 1 will have a hard ride for it. I enclose your Bank 
N.S.Wales draft on London Joint Stock Bank - 30 
days for £250 - the second of the same I will 
forward S.S.India via Southampton which I return 
from New England. Hamilton writes me, the Boar 
has met an accident, which he fears will not 
recover.
I hope this remittance will bring you & mrs. 
Robinson out. I am nearly run off my legs. I have 
not any person fit to start for the cattle & so fear 
a most unpleasant job.
Mrs. White & the children desire all their love to 
you.
& believe me
Yours very truely
William D. White".
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 18th 
June, 1853:-
This does not seem to be one of the Collins family 
that features so largely in W. D. White’s life 
(including the partnership formed between the Collins 
and the Whites).
Beaudesert June 18th 1853.
Dear George,
I have just received yours of 10th. Dec. last. I 
wrote you on the 7th. last March enclosing Bank of 
New S.Wales draft on London Joint Stock Bank, first 
of Exchange No. 184 D for £250-which I hope you 
received in due course. I now enclose you second of 
the same bill, in case any accident should have 
happened the first.
I had a most unpleasant trip to New England for 
cattle, of 2 months, very wet weather. I am nearly 
worried out of my senses trying to conduct the 
station without a stockman, or Bullock driver, either 
of which I find it impossible to get, altho offering 
£50 per ann. wages. I am trying to boil without a 
Butcher, & only one white man, & mulish chinaman. 
I had to take Ernest from school to help me, which 
will be a ruin to him in after life. I would have 
been glad to have sent you more cash, had it been 
in my power, but I have straitened myself sending 
what I did & buying the cattle. Wages & Supplies 
are so high I fear I will have no surplus this year.
1 cannot think you want cash or you would come out 
& mind your business here - it is more than I can 
do by myself as I cannot get an overseer for any 
wages, that I could trust nor a stockman. We are 
now without servants and cannot get one, unless I 
bring a large family into the kitchen.
You have several times alluded to some young lady, 
that is to make you happy cannot you reveal her 
name. Anticipating her arrival I have got two 
additional rooms to the house. Compigne has been 
married about three weeks to Capt. Collin’s daughter 
"Jessie" & is a regular old Benedict now.
McTaggart is married to a sister-in-law of one of 
the Coutts & I am told has been living very hard 
ever since. I have had a letter from my brother 
George, he is anxious to come out. I hope both him, 
Henry & Walter will. I fear in a few years we will 
lose our run, from the increase of population-
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already, one half of it has been brought into the 
County of Stanley - which deprives us of the pre­
emptive right.
As to the gold, I have never seen more than a few 
specimens, the only change it has made to me, is for 
the worse, so far. Labour is almost impossible to 
get here, at least such as I want & bad as it is, 
enormously high. Rations & stores, double what they 
were, clothes, boots etc. fully double - the Emigrants 
that come here, have all large families, nearly 
useless & they expect them all to be rationed, many 
of them are engaged on the sheep stations at an 
enormous rate of wages, considering that boys of 5 
to 12 years are nearly useless with a flock of sheep.
All our country about the Logan, has been 
prospected, but no appearance of gold, & I hope 
never will. As a proof of our district losing its 
hands - even the Steamer, that ran between Sydney 
& Brisbane, has been taken off the trade, but we are 
in hopes, that our stock will be required for the 
Sydney Market yet & if so we must have a very 
different vessel from the old Eagle.
I cannot advise any of the parties you allude to, 
about coming out here, as I am not in the way of 
knowing anything about the trade of the Colony, but 
if they intend settling in the Bush, I fear they will 
find Rations very scarce there are not any about 
here Unoccupied & many persons are moving toward 
Port Curtis but for my part I find the Logan hot 
enough.
I found it very hard to settle myself to write to 
you, my mind is so completely on the rack, & my 
body in almost constant employment, but now I think 
I have written you all the news of this locality, or 
at least all I think of, so must bid you adieu.
Mrs. White & the children desire to be remembered to you 
& are very anxious to hear if your intended is known to 
us.
64
Hoping this will reach you safely & in good time.
I am
Yours very truely
William D. White.
George Robinson Esq.,
Water Street,
Strand Road,
Cork,
Ireland.
P.S. Your last letter is the only one that has your 
proper address. W. D. W. I directed my last letter 
to you at Knights Dockyard, Clanmire Road - I hope 
it reached you safe. Jane is anxious to know have 
you been able to do anything for her brother."
Jane White’s letter to George Robinson dated 10th 
August, 1854:-
"Beaudesert Aug. 10 1854
My dear George,
Your bride cake & card were safely delivered by 
Mr. McGusty who is a very nice lad and I have no 
doubt will in time make a very smart one. I am glad 
to hear of your being comfortably married andj I may 
truly say that I wish you & Mrs. Robinson fell the 
happiness this world can afford. I gave Compigne 
the cake and delivered him your message. Matrimony 
has not made the least change in him, he has got a 
nice steady wife altho only 18 years of age. You 
would not know Helena if you saw her, she is grown 
quite a woman in appearance and Ernest a man. 
The latter is a perfect slave owing to our being 
nearly at a stand still for want of labour. There is 
not a man to be hired except cripples and you can 
gauge how useless they are in a stockyard. Mr. 
Mactaggart is married and still lives on the Burnett. 
We have exchanged some of our neighbours since you 
left. Mr. Prior and his family are gone to the 
Burnett and there are two very nice young men 
living on his station. The Clarkes have left Kerry 
and Compigne has bought it.
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I have to return you many thanks for the kind mention you made of my poor brother James in your letter to William. Whenever you write I wish you would say whether he is alive or not as I never hear from him. I fear he will never do any good as he is now too old (I fear) to reform his thriftless ways. Will you remember me to my old friend Susan Robinson. I suppose Betsy Pike is in her single 
blessedness still.
Do you ever see brother Henry or sister Mary Anne White, she is an old school fellow of mine and I feel a great interest in her, if you should see her will you remember me to her. With kindest regards to Mrs. Robinson in which William, Helena & Ernest 
cordially unite.
Believe meDear GeorgeYours very sincerely Jane White.
Horace Walpole left us almost twelve months."
A letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 23rd June, 1855:-
"Sydney June 23rd 1855George Robinson Esq.,Water Street,Strand,Cork,Ireland.
Dear George,
Yours of the lst.Jan. "SS Lightning" only reached me, three weeks ago, just as I was on my way to Sydney, & the "Black Friar" only arrived a few weeks earlier.
I came down here, on a moments notice about one Half of our run that has been brought within the County of Stanley, the time for paying the License under the old lease, is from 30th.June to 30th.Sept, but the part brought within the County of Stanley it
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appears is due the 31st.Dec. This escaped my notice 
& I am here, to try & get over the difficulty I am 
placed in. About 2 1/2 years ago the Run was 
divided & there has been great confusion ever since 
in the Government Offices, & through this I have 
got into this error. However I may not be in as bad 
a position, as I first feared, as my solicitor says 1 
will be restored to the right of Licence. All I care 
for is a right to the value of improvements. The 
line of the County is the 28th. Parrallel of Latitude, 
which is supposed to intersect the run about half a 
mile above the House through the plain in front 
bringing the House & the lower part into the 
County, since it has been pro-claimed. I have only a 
right of that part from year to year - paying for 27 
1/2 sections, of one square mile each, one pound per 
section which is £27.10 for what we formerly held 
for £10. I have hopes I will obtain a right to 
purchase the part with the improvements, or be 
allowed the value in case of sale.
Our run has been overstocked for the last 2 or 3 
years, & being obliged to run so close on the 
Bullocks, to meet expenses I have not had much 
return. I have not mustered since we bought, but 
think the stock must now amount to nearly 6,000. 
However I have not as yet sold the increase which I 
should have been obliged to do but for the large 
tract of Country, which I have taken up on the 
Coast on yearly leases at 10/- per section, of a 
square mile of this Country. I have only a right 
from year to year. I have removed about 2,000 head 
there & will when I get up a yard remove from 1 to 
2,000 more.
When if I find Beaudesert can be retained, I 
propose fattening what I can there & selling the 
increase at three years old. Latterly the Squatting 
Question is causing a great outcry here. Unlock the 
lands is all the cry, & there is little doubt but our 
present Governor Sir Wm. Dennision will throw open 
all the coast country, near any of the Towns or 
navigable rivers for sale, & in that case ours will be 
most probably taken up.
I now send you a power of attorney which I have 
had by me for over 12 months, but delayed sending
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it hoping cither to sec you or that I might not 
require it. I will also send you a duplicate, by the 
overland mail which will leave here next week. Let 
me urge on you the necessity of at once executing 
it, & sending it to me by the very first mail, & also 
the duplicate for fear of an accident happening 
either. I wish you had sent me one as you promised 
when you were leaving, I could have sold Beaudesert 
last year for £20,000 & I would have done so if I 
was in a position. Your not sending me that, or not 
being here, has put some cash out of our hands. 
Cattle & Stations were then selling at £4.10. Now 
the highest is £3 to 3.10.0. I will boil about 400 
head this season but the average is very low, I 
believe from many causes - one being overstocked, 
another breeding too close which I could not avoid 
not being able to get a good change of Bulls & 
another & the principal having two very dry seasons. 
The Logan River was perfectly dry this year for 
months, a thing never before known. We have had 
very wet weather ever since the first of February, 
too much of it, the fat the cattle might have put up 
was washed off them, & all driven off the plains to 
the ridges, & mountains. However I hope to be able 
to send you about £500, when I can get the tallow 
down. Our expenses here are enormous to what they 
were, I have put up three new yards since you left, 
besides the outlay on the New Country I have to pay 
£60 per annum to Stockmen, rations etc. all in the 
same proportions. Flour £40 to 45 per ton. I have 
not boiled, on the station, these three years. Labour 
& Bullock drivers wages were so high I cannot get 
drivers & have boiled in Ipswich, so that now our 
Boiling Establishment is of no value.
I with others begin to think that our District, will 
be the breeding country for the middle districts & 
let them fatten, already the Sydney Butchers are 
coming close to the Downs for fat cattle. I have 
just now come from seeing G. N. Nicols, through 
whose hands I have been memorialising the Governor, 
he says I am almost certain to be allowed 
everything.
You will see by the Power of Attorney that I have 
left a blank for you to include another name if you 
wish but if you have confidence in me I will do the
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best of my ability and will, or not, sell as I see the 
probability of our being able to retain the run for 
any length of time. If you do include any other 
person Compigne might act. I have not asked him, 
but I think I would do better by myself. If we sell, 
I hope to have £10,000 to remit you. My expenses 
here are very great ever since the Gold discovery & 
as £700 to 1,000 per annum, are now paid for 
managing stations you will not consider it too much 
to allow me for your share £250 per annum - that 
will be £500 per annum to be charged to the station 
& as Ernest has been for the last two years & 
upwards, my only stay, doing the work of any two 
men - as overseer & stockman you will I am sure 
agree that £100 per Ann. is not over the value of his 
time. I am paying £100 to the Overseer on the new 
station & £60 to the Stockman, so you see all is not 
profit, this makes me anxious to be in a position to 
sell whenever the opportunity offers - just now 
stations are unsaleable.
If you see James Simpson tell him I will send him 
some cash by next post, as well off as he may think 
me, I am often hard up for cash & have to resort to 
Bills for the time. I have to work hard, & if he 
came out when I did & worked as hard, it might be 
different with him now.
John Robinson, was with me twelve months & left 
from ill health, he was perfectly useless to me, had 
no energy. After settling with him, I advanced him 
£30 on an order of his brother Alfred, which I held 
over, not thinking it worth anything, but I will when 
I go home, forward it to you, as a remittance. Since 
then he has left Brisbane, having drawn orders on 
me for nearly £100 - these I would not pay, not 
knowing to what extent he would go. I fear he got 
away rather fast - Masons. I have just heard he 
abuses me, without limit - however if I was his 
friend, I fear he has lost my friendship.
That Simpson has been representing to some of my 
old creditors in Cork, that I am well off - it may be 
by. & by - when J can realise I will pay every 
farthing I owe there & it will be the proudest day of 
my life, but I must first be able to turn what I have 
into cash - he seems very sour to everyone, but if
Ernest White
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the truth was known, he has anything but a claim on 
me * however for his sister*s sake I will not cast 
him off.
Jane & the children, if children I may call them 
were all well when I left home, Helena a well 
grown girl, I hope to be able to get her to the 
most respected school here for two years, she is 
without boasting a good sensible girl.
Ernest a great big fellow - three inches over my 
head & the best Horseman in our country, & the 
only really good hand there after cattle. Albert a 
fine stout boy between eight & nine years. I may 
now conclude a long letter, try & make up for such 
a long silence. Jane when I left desired to send her 
dear love to Mrs. Robinson & you in which I need 
hardly say I fully join.
& remain yours 
very truely
William D. White.
P.S. You must execute the power of attorney 
before the Mayor, & have it properly attested. 
W.D.W.
George Robinson,
Water Street,
Strand,
Cork,
Ireland."
It will be observed that the letters to George Robinson 
are addressed to him at Cork. The circumstances after he and 
Ben Boyd arrived in California are set out by Lydia Robinson. 
After almost a year, without making any lucky strike, Boyd 
sailed for Australia in the "Wanderer" but he disappeared at the 
island of San Christonal in October 18S1 when he left the 
vessel to go ashore. His friends searching for him found 
imprints of bare feet evidencing a struggle but nothing more. 
The "Wanderer" sailed on for Australia but was lost on the bar 
at the entrance to Port Macquarie when entering in a gale on
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13th November, 1851. George Robinson, for his part, crossed 
the U.S.A. to see his mother, then a widow living at Brooklyn, 
New York, near her eldest daughter, Mary, who had married 
George Wingate (a descendant of one of the Pilgrim Fathers). 
From New York he returned to England and then Cork, where 
he managed a dockyard owned by his brother, Anthony George 
Robinson, trading under the name of George Robinson & Co. 
He married Lydia Jane Abbott, daughter of Thomas and Huldah 
Abbott, at the Cork Meeting House on 16th February, 1854. 
They lived at "Woodview Cottage" near the shipbuilding yards 
in Water Street, Strand, until they sailed for Australia on 19th 
November, 1873. Their dock yard adjoined an establishment of 
Mr. Pike.13 Apparently the dockyard was very successful and 
built and operated many fine ships. There were four children 
of the marriage who were named Huldah Nicholson, Anthony 
George, Frederick William and Hannah Phelps. The Robinson 
family appear to have played a prominent part in the business 
and social affairs of Cork.14
Letter from W. D.White to George Robinson dated 18th 
March, 1856:-
"Beaudesert March 18th 1856
Dear George,
Yours of the 3rd. Nov, with Power of Atty has just 
now come safe to hand. There is such an alteration 
here in the value of property that it is out of the 
question to sell now - stock & stations are down to 
£2.10 per head. I have formed two good stations on 
the coast, about 30 to 40 miles from here. The 
breeding station will carry about 6,000 head. I have 
two thousand breeding cows now on it & are all 
doing well. I hope to brand 2,000 calves this year. 
The Heifer station is hardly yet completed. I have 
about 700 Heifers, on it now & when some fencing 
which I am now putting up is completed I will put 
all the Heifers there from 8 mos old to 3 years. I 
am running a fence on the Heifer station about 3 
miles & a Horse paddock one mile, this will give me, 
a paddock about 20 square miles, 1 can then tail the
is
14
This information was taken from the manuscript of 
Lydia E. Robinson, Ibid, pp.21-23.
Ibid, p.26-27.
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Heifers, without injuring them by the old plan of 
yarding every night & hope by this means to be able 
to boil equal to our increase.
I hoped to have sent you some cash long before 
this, but last year, the Tallow reached Sydney as the 
markets were falling, & Hamilton shipped to London, 
instead of selling & only got an advance of £30 per 
ton, it could not have arrived in London, earlier 
than February, which I hope was a good Market. I 
ought to have a good sum to receive. When I do so 
I will remit you I hope £400 or 500. I will also 
ship to your order 10 ton Tallow this season; I will 
write you when I ship & enclose a bill of Lading- 
this I hope will place £600 more in your hands. I 
have been at great expense forming those new runs 
with labour scarce & high, but if I did not do it, I 
would not have a single fat beast this year - as I 
was completely over stocked & from the same cause 
last year, the cattle I boiled were not half fat.
When you are in cash, I will ask you to send me a 
first class Durham Bull15, you must not spare a few 
pounds, to get a real good one. I will buy good 
Heifers here, & breed from them. I have been hard 
pushed to get a change of Blood, these last three 
years. When you send him get a good judge to 
select him, as the freight for a bad one will be the 
same as for a good.
Mr. McGusty is doing well, he is on one of the New 
Stations. I will not have any more lads from here 
to train, give me an old hand that knows his work. 
I have not heard of John Robinson for some time & 
will not let him take advantage of Alfred’s offer, as 
long as 1 can. I think it a pity that one hard 
working brother should support an idler, or what is 
worse, contribute to his extravagance, or folly. I 
send you an order I have on Alfred from John - it 
has been lying in my hands since the date of it. I 
advanced him the money, thinking, he might want it, 
he afterwards drew orders on me for nearly £100, I 
cannot tell for what purpose, but I know he
According to Mr. A. R. McConnel this type of animal 
was a shorthorn.
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remained in Brisbane, doing no good long after his 
health was restored & made some acquaintances, that 
were not the best. - he is now engaged as a 
Storekeeper somewhere on the Downs & I think it 
better to let him know the value of money than get 
it without working for it.
I was in Sydney lately & called at the lodgings 
Frank. Robinson occupied, he had left for Illawarra. 
I saw Henry Cherry - he told me Frank was looking 
very old & broken down, he seemed to avoid 
everyone in Sydney that were connected with Boyd & 
Robinson. I was sorry I did not see him, as he was 
in great distress before going to Illawarra, & yet 
what could I do for him, he is too old to go into 
the Bush but if he should require my assistance I 
will do all I can for him.
I am very glad you have James Simpson with you, & 
I hope he will be so useful to you that you will 
retain him as long as you remain in Cork.
Jane is very anxious to get into Sydney for Helena’s 
& Albert’s education, but I cannot yet afford it- 
another year may give me the means - when I have 
all the stations at work.
I have given your message to Mrs. Compigne - no 
chance of a youngster? - I had a letter lately from 
my brother George, he talks of coming out soon. I 
wish he had come three years ago however it is not 
too late. I shall be glad to see them, they would be 
some comfort to Jane, to have any relations in the 
Colony, we are nearly alone.
Give my love to Mrs. Robinson, in which Jane 
Helena & Albert join, & a kiss to the baby. Ernest 
is at the breeding station branding.
Jane will write to you.
Yours very 
faithfully 
William D. White.
P.S. Jane will write you next post. Tell J. Simpson 
that I wrote to him, on the 23rd. June, by the same
Albert William Duckett White
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mail that your letter went by, directed to the care 
of Henry Muttley. Give Jane & my remembrance to 
James Simpson. We are both very glad to find him 
occupied it will be the means of an introduction to 
some other employment, if he should ever leave you.
I wish he had come out with us & left his love of 
home behind. The old cry of while I have a potatoe,
& milk I will cleave to old Ireland - all very well.- 
if I had remained there what would I or my family 
be now? Paupers. It is quite absurd for people after 
a certain time of life to come here - for without 
Capital, it is a constant struggle. Poor Frank 
Robinson. I feel for him, if possible I will help 
him."
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 6th 
March, 1857:-
"Ipswich16 March 6th. 1857.
Dear George,
It is now some time since I wrote to you or 
received any letter from you. I have been ever 
since Christmas, weather bound, or would have sent 
you the present enclosure long since, but altho late 
I hope it may be of use to you.
We had a very bad season last year for fat - the 
beginning of the season amounted to a drought - & 
when the rain came at last, it was too late to do 
much good. I sent all my tallow home & have just 
heard that it got into London in good time. What I 
now send you is in anticipation of good returns. 
This year also commenced with a drought the 
working bullocks & cattle were dying in hundreds all 
over the country, but in November the rains set in & 
I may say have never ceased since. We have had a 
succession of floods - last month, I had one of my 
stockman was drowned, & Ernest & young Mr. 
McGusty were near meeting a similar fate, McGusty 
was washed on to a small island & had to spend the 
night there - but got off safe in the morning.
In 1857 Ipswich was a main commercial centre for 
squatters in southern Queensland. The Brisbane town 
gradually took precedence over the succeeding years.
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I have received a letter from my brother Henry, he 
states that George & family had sailed from London 
in the Camperdown & I may daily expect them. I 
hope George is not too old to commence a bush life. 
I wish he had come out some years sooner, as I 
advised him, but better late than never, when a man 
cannot succeed at home. I hope he may settle down 
near us as the society of his family will be the 
greatest comfort to us.
There is a great trade springing up between this
district & Melbourne in stock - principally sheep - I 
intend next spring sending over about 1,000 head of 
cattle to try it. Our cattle are now getting too
numerous, 1 cannot fatten equal to the increase, I 
think I will send Ernest with them - they may clear 
from £2.15 to 3 per head, if so it will pay well. I 
now send you Bank of Australasia Ipswich draft, on 
Bank of Australasia, London No. 341 date 6 March 
1857 for £400 - you favour I hope it may reach you 
quickly - the second of Exchange I will forward in
about 10 days - by another Mail. I suppose you
cannot persuade Mrs. Robinson to come out here. I 
wish I was in a position to go home, I hope a few
years more if I live may enable me to do so. I left
Jane & Helena & Albert well, they desire their love 
to you & Mrs. Robinson, in which I heartily join 
them, Ernest I had not seen for two months, he 
was away on some of the new runs, branding & was
shut out with floods. I must now conclude as the
mail closes in a few minutes. You shall have 
another letter from me shortly.
Yours very sincerely, 
William D. White.
George Robinson Esq.
Water Street,
Strand,
Cork,
Ireland."
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 14th 
April, 1857:-
7 5
"Brisbane 14 April 1857
Dear George,
I have just received the above letter through the 
Dead letter office, not sufficiently posted. I am 
very sorry for the delay. George & family have 
arrived all safe. 1 am starting with them today for 
home. The wet weather still continues with constant 
floods.
We are all well. I will write you very soon with 
second of this Bill.
Yours very truly, 
W.D.W."
It can be seen from his letters that W. D. White was 
expanding his holdings in the area. At some stage he 
certainly held leases known as Tubber, Pimpamah,
Coomboombah and Murry Jerry, and also leased country at 
Tweed Heads and around the coast to Moreton Bay.17 Maud 
Mills states that W. D. White’s "cattle run was continuous from 
Beaudesert to the sea coast, including what is now 
Southport."18 It should be noted that this was untrue but he 
did have leases over much of the land encompassed in that 
phrase at some time or other. Some of the runs were 
contiguous and this is the basis for this statement by Mrs. 
Mills. (Greater detail of cattle runs is set out in Chapter 6).
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 30th 
June, 1857:-
"Brisbane June 30th. 1857
Dear George,
I received your letter dated .... last week. I am 
sorry you should be so long without a remittance, 
but I hope ere this you have received one from me­
owing to our Post Mistress having made a mistake 
in not putting a sufficient stamp on the letter it was
Maud Mills, Ibid, p.7, but see chapter 6 for details 
of runs.
Ibid.18
76
returned to me, which delayed it one or two mails. 
I now enclose you the second of Exchange which I 
was in the act of doing when the first letter was 
returned. Bank of Australasia, Ipswich, second of Ex 
on B. of Australasia, London, No.341 - 6 March 1857 
for £400 you have.
Before you receive this I hope to have sold 
Beaudesert, with all the cattle, horses etc. I hope 
to realise about £20,000 but a large portion of this 
may be in Bills secured on the station - about half- 
so that my next remittance may be a large one.
I have been induced to sell from many causes - the 
cattle now ought to muster from 6 to 7,000 head. 
We have lost our title to have the run & many 
parties are now buying cattle & stations, that twelve 
months ago would not think of cattle.
Sheep farmers, have had awful losses this season, 
they have died by Thousands & cattle have not 
turned out anything like what they ought. I have 
not boiled down any this season, they were not as 
good as I might have expected, owing to the 
constant rains, but I have made a sale of all that 
may be fat, until the first of January next, to two 
Butchers in Ipswich which is much better than 
boiling this year - but up to this time they have 
taken very few away, they are leaving them to 
improve.
Jane is now tired of living in the Bush & anxious to 
live in Town, & if I had to leave the station, I 
would not wish to retain it - so I think it better to 
sell as there seems a good opportunity now & the 
expenses are so heavy, that it leaves only a middling 
percentage after all the trouble & labour, if we can 
draw £10,000 each after 8 years it will not be so 
bad. I will buy a small stock of cows for George to 
form a Dairy, & if he manages well it will give him 
a start. I fear he is too old to manage a large 
station it would require an active man & good 
horseman -but by giving him a small number of 
cattle to commence with he may yet find it not too 
late in life to start as a Bushman. We have had the 
wettest season remembered here for 17 years - the 
rains began last October & have with little or no
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intermission continued since it has been nothing but 
flood after flood & the roads so bad, that we cannot 
get a dray. down. We have been twice all but 
starved out & on many stations, they have had no 
flour for months. I suppose by this your family is 
increasing. I would like to see home once more if 
only for a short time, but I fear that after 17 to 20 
years here, I could not live at home. Ernest & 
Helena are grown up & Albert is a big boy for his 
age - now about 10 years old & we are anxious to 
get into Town for their sakes. Georges10 boys 
promise to be smart if he does not spoil them by 
overkindness.
Give my love to Mrs. Robinson, if Jane & Helena 
were here they would join me.
Mrs. Compigne had her first daughter about a 
fortnight ago - a fine baby - great joy for 
Compigne, I think he was almost in despair of ever 
seeing any family.
I remain
Yours very sincerely
William D. White.
George Robinson Esq. 
Water St 
Strand 
Cork 
Ireland."
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 22nd 
September, 1857:-
"Brisbane Sept. 22nd. 1857.
George Robinson Esq. 
Water Street,
Cork
Ireland.
19 This appears to be a reference to William’s brother, 
George White; not to George Robinson.
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Dear George,
I wrote you a few weeks since, stating that I would 
offer the station for sale. 1 could not get such an 
offer as would suit, so I withdrew the sale since 
then I made up a lot of 2,000 head of young cattle 
for Melbourne & intended starting Ernest over with 
them & as I was preparing an outfit, I got an offer 
at 50/- per head, which I accepted. I have just 
delivered the first part & in six weeks, have to 
deliver the remainder - as half the payment is in 
Bills at 6 mos. I cannot send you as much cash as I 
could wish, but when the next lot is delivered, I will 
send you about £1,000. Government has doubled our 
rent, & propose putting on an assessment of l/6d per 
head, this will be almost ruinous. Our cattle have 
increased so much, that I propose giving over 
fattening, except to a limited extent & selling every 
year, a number of our 2 & 3 year old, equal to the 
increase.
Before John Robinson left here he had many debts to 
pay, amongst others a poor Lodging house keeper of 
the name of Cassam he owed £35 he drew near 100 
on the faith of being the same name as my partner 
& having lived with me for about 12 mos. Some of 
the parties thought he was my partner - of course I 
would not pay any of his orders - this occurred 
about 2 years ago & when about leaving the Colony 
he wrote to Cassam, stating he had Authority from 
his brother Alfred to draw on him this letter I saw 
in the Union Bank & as the manager refused to 
negotiate the bill without an endorsement, I agreed 
to endorse it - it has now been returned to me 
protested, with costs of £9.2.10 on it. I enclose it 
to you as a remittance for £44.2.10 - the original bill 
is for £35 when you state the case to Alfred he will 
I hope pay it for his brothers sake who I fear is 
sadly wanting in principles. My brother George 
holds an order of his on Alfred also for £12-which 
he gave Anthony in London, & which Alfred would 
not pay. I also enclose you Bank of Australasia 
Ipswich draft at 30 days sight No. 456 dated 18 Sept 
1857 on Bank of Australasia London your favour for 
£500 - which I hope you receive in due course. Now 
I have a favour to ask of you. I want you to see 
Mr. James Sheehy, formerly of Mallow Lane, one of
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my creditors & a poor man. I cannot remember the 
Amt. of my debt to him, I thought it was about £60.
I had a letter from him some time ago stating it was 
about £100 will you see him & pay him & if you can 
get the original bills do so - & also a Mr. Madden, a 
relative of Sheehy’s, he was a young man just 
commencing business, his debt was about £90 to 
£100, will you see him & pay him, he could not 
afford the loan at the time of my failure, there was 
also two sisters of the name of Miles, one of them 
married a Mr. Thos. Steel. I owed them about 
Eleven pounds, will you pay them. James Simpson 
knew them all. I will when I have the means 
forward you other sums to pay off my debts in Cork.
I wrote you two or three letters since March, & 
have not any acknowledgement from you for them.
In them I enclosed your bill for £400. I hope you 
have received it long since.
I also sent you about 12 months ago an order on 
Alfred Robinson drawn by his brother John P.P.R. in 
my favour for £30. I hope you received it, & got 
paid you have not acknowledged it. My brother 
George & family are still with me. We have had 
such incessant rain, that until now, the roads have 
been impassable - he is to start to one of my out 
stations when I return.
Now I may ask how you & Mrs. Robinson & family 
are I hope well & doing well - give my kind love to 
them I have not seen Francis, but I hear he has a 
good situation in Sydney. I would send a message of 
regards to William at Shamrock, but fear he would 
not take it, he was offended at my failure in Cork. 
However times are changed with me now & I have 
hopes of seeing Ireland again.
Jane & the children are all well, I have only seen 
them for a few days for the last month being away 
with cattle. I have written to Mr. Jas. Sheehy & 
hope you will not think what I asked you to do too 
much trouble.
Yours very sincerely, 
William D. White."
In the above letter is the first reference to a financial
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failure by W. D. White in Cork. It can only be assumed that this failure was one of the reasons for emigration to Australia. Most accounts of his circumstances accept that his Uncle Pike gave him financial assistance. On this topic Maud Mills 
wrote:-
"My Grandfather (William), apart from his indebtedness to him had the greatest affection and admiration for his Uncle Pike. He would talk about him by the hour and tell stories of him, so my older cousins have told me. There is no doubt at all that it was through his unfailing friendship and interest as well as his financial help that Grandfather won success and prosperity. W. D. White and his uncle must have been equally proud of the fact that every penny of that money sent from Ireland was repaid."
Whilst Maud Mills refers to repaying fully advances from Mr. Pike, William’s letters refer to repaying creditors of his in Cork. The inference is, therefore, that William had a financial collapse of some kind and left Cork owing considerable debts. It was not until many years later and after he had been financially sound for some time that he repaid them.
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 4th July, 1858:- "Ipswich July 4th.l858.
Dear George,
Yours of the 8th.April to hand. I have several of your letters, & put off from day to day answering- until I could send you some cash. I now enclose you Bank of Australasia, Ipswich dft. on Bank of Australasia London No. 627 - dated 29th.June 1858. Thirty days sight for £1,000 which I hope will soon reach you. I came home here last week to get the Bill but was too late for that weeks post but hope it is in time for this next English Mail. I would have sent it sooner, but I had to take bills for a great portion of the cattle sold & they only fell due lately - & I have had to make a thorough change of Bills. I purchased lately 30 Bulls at a cost of £400. They are half bred from Hamilton stock - pretty good, & will be a change for 3 years - & one of his pure bred Bulls for £50. I must get some pure bred cows to put to him. I have also paid £320 for the 1/2
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section at Beaudesert where the buildings stand - in 
fact my outlay this year is very heavy.
I have not boiled any these two years I can sell to 
the Butchers any fat stock I have. We are now 
commenced spaying. Ernest has learned, & I intend 
spaying 70 to 80 per cent of all the young heifers.
I received your letter with Alfred Robinsons reply 
about J.P.P.R. I may say that a more useless fellow 
I never met in the bush, & as to not giving him 
sufficient remuneration he was dear at his rations he 
could not or would not do any thing in fact he was 
useless for he could not ride. I have his letter to 
Cassam - which I got from Mr. Turner of the Union 
Bank & which I will send you, when 1 write to you 
with the 2nd. bill of Exchange next post. I 
believed his letter & like a fool I offered to put my 
name on his bill on his brother Alfred.
I may now say we are all well & generally very 
busy. Ernest has to do a great deal of the work, 
owing to the inefficiency of the sort of stockman we 
get nowadays - the old stockmen are now gone, & 
the new are useless. As for young McGusty I would 
rather than any sum I would mention, 1 had never 
seen him. I have him on the Heifer stations, he is 
worse than useless but as his time expires in less 
than 12 mos. 1 put up with it.
My brother George was too old to being in Bush life 
- however he may get on.
With love to Mrs. Robinson in which I am certain all 
at home cordially unite.
I remain
Yours sincerely 
William D. White.
P.S. I have no doubt but what you mention about 
Mrs. Russells claim is quite correct, will you pay it 
for me & the balance of Sheehy's claim & Maddens. 
W.D.W. *
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CHAPTER 5
BRISBANE. POLITICS AND GRAZING 1859-1874
Although William’s letters to George Robinson have a 
constant theme, that times were hard and profits Very slender, 
William was able to play a reasonably prominent part in public 
affairs. The settlers of Moreton Bay had been pressing for 
separation from New South Wales so they could have self 
government and, after debate as to whether the northern rivers 
areas of N.S.W. should not also be included, the new colony 
named Queensland (after Queen Victoria i.e. "Queen’s land") 
separated on 10th December, 1859. Sir George Bowen was 
appointed the first governor and he and Lady Bowen were 
drawn from their ship, H.M.S. Clio, on 10th December, 1859, 
from the landing to their residence by W. D. White’s two white 
horses and carriage. This is because "... the White’s carriage 
was the only well-appointed one in Brisbane to be had on this 
historic occasion."1
Sir George Bowen had Mr. R. G. Herbert in his party, 
aged 28 years and he was appointed the Colonial Secretary with 
Mr. Ratcliffe Pring as Attorney-General. Thus was formed an 
Executive Council of the Governor and his two Ministers, to 
have power to govern until a parliament could be established. 
They were shortly joined by Mr. (afterwards Sir) Robert R. 
Mackenzie as Colonial Treasurer.3 One of their first tasks was 
to take steps for the calling of the first parliament for the 
new colony. The Upper House, the Legislative Council, was 
created by appointment of its members by the Governor and 
the Lower House, the Legislative Assembly, was created by its 
members being elected. W. D. White states in his letter dated 
4th December 1860 that he received a letter from the Governor 
asking him to accept appointment to the Legislative Council. 
He declined because he was too busy with his affairs, 
including the construction of a grand new family home at 
Manly, on the shores of Moreton Bay to be known as "Lota"s. 
Ernest, born in 1837 so then aged 32 years, was one of the 600 
electors who voted for members of the first Queensland
Maud Mills, Ibid, p.9 of the manuscript.
See "Our First Half-Century" 1909. Queensland 
Government Printer p.5.
So named after Jane’s family home in Cork. See 
also Maud Mills, Ibid, pp.8-9.
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parliament (the Legislative Assembly)4.
In 1857 W. D. White, Jane and Helena may have moved to 
a house at Eagle Farm (a suburb of Brisbane) "while their new 
home was building on the shores of Moreton Bay."6 If they 
did no doubt William still spent quite a lot of time on the 
cattle runs and in particular at Beaudesert. He certainly 
became more active in public affairs. He was one of those 
persons present at the inaugural meeting in Brisbane on 6th 
December, 1859 when a small group of gentlemen decided to 
form a club6, to be known as the Queensland Club. The ballot 
for the election of foundation members was held on 1st March, 
1860. Unfortunately the early club records were lost in a fire 
in 1870 but a record of the early meeting, and some details of 
the Queensland Club are contained in an article written by N. 
Bartley, published in "Opals and Agates" as follows7:-
"The great success of the North Australian Club, in 
Ipswich, stirred up the Brisbane folks, at the end of 
1859, to have a club of their own. Meetings were 
held, at the office of the Hon. D. F. Roberts, in 
early December, and Mr. Robert Douglas and myself 
were told off to look out for eligible premises; and 
we chose the old place in Mary street. It was 
resolved to name the club after the new colony, and 
to ask the Governor to become its patron, and to 
send out circulars to invite leading people in the 
country to become original members. Shepherd 
Smith (of the Bank of New South Wales), Edward 
Stanley Ebsworth (of the Joint Stock Bank), and 
myself, were elected the first House Committee, and 
we drafted the rules, bought the furniture, and 
engaged the first staff of servants, and selected the 
first batch of wines, &c. A fire, at one room of the
Maud Mills Ibid p.8.
Ibid.
See "Moreton Bay Courier" of 13 December, 1859, 
reproduced in "Queensland Club 1859-1959" by Joshua 
Peter Bell. It seems he was then a member of the 
Ipswich Club.
See Newspaper Cutting of article by N. Bartley. A 
copy of the article was framed and presented to the 
Club by A.W.D. White (Alec) on 1st August, 1957 and 
stands on the mantlepiece in the smoking room. 
Further details are set out by Mr. Bell, Ibid.
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club, destroyed the records of the original members; 
but, my diary supplies the names of most of them.
Mr. R. G. W. Herbert, and Mr. John Bramston, 
afterwards joined the House Committee, and the 
original members were the following (the first ballot 
meeting being held on 1st March, 1860, after which 
there were, of course, no more ‘foundation’ 
members). Mr. Robert Little, Mr. John Little, Mr. R.
G. W. Herbert, Mr. John Bramston; Messrs. W. D. 
White, Shepherd Smith, E. S. Ebsworth, J. W. Jackson 
(of some bank), N. Bartley, J. F. McDougall, J. J. 
Galloway, A. A. May, Dr. Cannan, D. F. Roberts, 
Robert Douglas, Wm. Pickering, Wm. Rawlins, and a 
few others."
Descendants of W. D. White have been members of the 
Queensland Club ever since. E. E. D. White is on the list of 
Club members who served in World War I. W. D. White was a 
Committee Member in *1859, E. E. D. White was one during 
1943-45 and 1953 and M W. D. White (author) was one from 
1982 to 1989.
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 1st 
February, 1859:-
Brisbane Feb 1st. 1859.
Dear George,
Until I received your letter a few days ago I was 
under the impression that I had written to you with 
the 2nd. Bill of Ex for £1000 which I now enclose 
you. I wrote you on the 5th. July enclosing Bank of 
Australasian Bill No. 627 date 29 June 1858 for £1000 
on B of Australasia London. I hope it reached you 
safe it would have reached you one month earlier, 
but it was returned to me from Sydney, not being 
sufficiently posted.
I am working on the same as ever only very busy I 
have spayed about 200 cows, & am now preparing to 
spay 1000 & will continue it every year. And year 
by year the expenses are increasing Government have 
passed a New Assessment Act by which I have to 
pay this year £160 additional taxes & nearly all the 
fences have to be renewed this year, & the House 
nearly rebuilt but I hope soon to send you another
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remittance. Separation is apparently as far off as 
ever. The Gold fever at Port Curtis, has proved a 
failure, & we are very quite here now - every thing 
very dull.
Mrs. White & Helena longing to get out of the Bush 
but there seems no chance of that for some time. I 
wish I could sell, but money is too scarce here & 
cattle stations are not in demand. Importing Bulls, 
is all the rage but I have got some nearly as good 
as any imported.
My brother George is still with me, if I can 
persuade him to get into business I will for the 
Bush is not the place for him.
With love to Mrs. Robinson & your youngsters in 
which I know Jane would unite if she was here.
I remain 
Yours sincerely,
William D. White.
George Robinson Esq.
Water St.,
Stand,
Cork,
Ireland."
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 3rd 
June, 1860 with a postscript from Jane:-
"Brisbane,
June 3rd. 1860.
Dear George,
I have received your letter of Feb. 15th. & March 
16th. I have been hard put to as I did not make 
near the sale I expected 1st year & had to renew 
nearly all the fences & the house, but I hope next 
month to make you a remittance & proposal for the 
Sale of the Stock. Separation will ho doubt make a 
great change, but no one knows, whether the 
Squatter will be improved by it. At present our 
tenure is very insecure as the mob have it their own 
way & demand a great change in the Land
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Regulations, they want the Land thrown open for 
selection & no doubt our run near the rivers will be 
the first to suffer, but I hope for an advance in 
prices, with the population - & that our position will 
be as good as before, but no doubt our lands will be 
cut up. We have several squatters in the Upper 
house, but the Lower house is in the hands of the 
town & all clamour against the squatters. I have 
been obliged to come into town till the House is 
repaired as the whole of it was injured by the White 
Ant.
I now enclose you a draft of the Joint Stock Bank 
of Brisbane on Reywood, Kerwards & Co. Bankers 
London No.243 at 30 days sight dated 23rd.May 1860 
for you - which I will thank you to give to James 
Simpson in such sums as you may see fit. I cannot 
pay his debts, for I cannot understand that a man 
my age, better educated, & with his abilities should 
not earn enough for his support - & I cannot 
recognise the claims he puts forward but the next 
letter you receive from me will explain these matters 
more fully. I do not wish to see him in want but he 
had the same chance I had to come out here, & 
then his education ought to have placed him ahead 
of me - as to money matters he long ago did away 
with any claim on me. Jane will write to him this 
post. Arthur Robinson - is living with me - he is a 
good natured rough fellow, but very awkward - why 
did they not civilise him a little - he is very rough.
Jane & the family are all well, & join in love to you 
& Mrs. Robinson & the children.
I remain
Yours truly
William D. White.
Earl Grey is alive and well, many thanks dear friend 
for kindness to my poor unhappy brother.
Jane White.'
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Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 4th 
December, 1860:-
"Brisbane. Dec. 4th, 1860.
George Robinson Esq.
Cork.
Dear George,
I would have written to you long since but as I had 
not any cash to send you I deferred from mail to 
mail in hopes I could send you some. The outlay 
this year has been very heavy, I have had to renew 
the house from foundation to roof and many other 
buildings, fences etc. - and a very poor return of fat 
stock.
I now enclose your first Bill of Ex of Bank of 
Australasia London 4th December, 1860 - 30 days 
sight No. 28 - your favour for Five Hundred pounds 
which I hope will reach you.
I am now mustering and will be prepared to make 
you an offer for your share, in the stock and station 
shortly if you are willing to sell - the Melbourne 
Market is now done up for stock from these districts 
and consequently cattle are looking down in the 
market. Many people now look forward to boiling 
again, and as 33/- to 35/- seems to be the value 
here for tallow it will not leave much per head 
profit. Our new land regulations will cut up many 
of the runs. I expect Beaudesert will be one that 
will suffer.
Arthur Robinson is still with me - and gets on very 
well. We have an Election every few weeks by way 
of change. 1 do not envy any of our politicians, I 
was offered a seat in the first Council and declined, 
the Governor has again pressed on me to accept a 
seat next March, when the Council are to meet; I 
suppose I must accept it but in doing so it is against 
my wish, but I think it better as the lower house is 
getting most ultra radical. I have been urged over 
and over to come forward for East Moreton and I 
have little doubt but would have been returned with 
a large majority - but 1 have no ambition to try
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and please such a radical constituency as I fear ours 
are becoming. The great outcry is for a reduction in 
the price of land to 5/- per acre, and free selection, 
and as 1 think this would place all the prime lands 
in the hands of a few speculative capitalists I do not 
wish to accede to the pressing requests of many of 
our electors.
The steam dredge you wrote to me about, I could do 
nothing for you as it was not in my power to 
specify the particulars of a contract as I knew 
nothing of Naval architecture, nor the rates at which 
you could furnish such a vessel. The contract was 
advertised for and accepted in a few weeks, and by 
a Sydney firm, the vessel is to be of timber and I 
believe we are to have tolerably large vessels up the 
river, as the bar is to be deepened to 16 feet high 
water. We are starting a Steam Company here, the 
first steamer is for the Northern ports, there is to 
be a meeting of proprietors on Thursday to send 
home for the first boat. I have written all I can 
think of, and must now wind up.
Mrs. White and Helena join in best regards to you 
and Mrs. Robinson.
and believe me
very truly yours,
William D. White."
As has been mentioned, Sir George Bowen arrived in 
Brisbane on 10th December, 1859 (the date of separation) and 
one of his tasks was the establishment of a Queensland 
Parliament, with an Upper and Lower House. In his letter 
dated 4th December, 1860 William mentions that he received an 
invitation to become an inaugural member of the Legislative 
Council, the Upper House, but declined. This may well have 
been so as Sir George Bowen initially had some difficulty in 
filling the seats for the Upper House. As he wrote to the 
Duke of Newcastle on 21st May, 1860:-
"In fact I have had some difficulty in properly filling 
up that number (referring to the fifteen members for 
the Upper House), for all the more active and 
influential politicians desire seats in the Lower House
...  (Sir Charles Nicholson) entirely from a sense of
public duty, and a desire to render useful service to
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this colony, consented to undertake, during the first 
session, the office of President".8
In the first session only eleven members sat - Sir Charles 
Nicholson and Messrs. O'Connell, McDougall, Bigge, Compigne, 
Fullerton, Galloway, Yaldwyn, Balfour, Laidley and Massie. By 
the end of that Parliament, in 1862, they had been joined by 
Messrs. Louis, Hope, Simpson, Fitzherbert, George Harris, Dr. 
Hobbs, A. H. Brown, John McConnel, W. Barker, Western Wood, 
Ratcliffe Pring and W. Duckett White.9 The latter was 
appointed by Writ dated 26th April, 1861 and took his seat on 
30th April, 1861.10
William's appointment was for life but he resigned on 5th 
August, 1880. In the nineteen years in which he was a Member 
of the Legislative Council he seems not to have made one 
speech, being aptly described by the Queensland Parliamentary 
Librarian as "a particularly silent member". He was granted 
leave of absence for five weeks from 30th June, 1875, but for 
what reason is not recorded.11
Letter from Jane White to George Robinson dated 9th 
April, 1862:-
"Beaudesert 
April 9, 1862
My dear friend 
George Robinson,
It has been in my mind for so many days to take up 
my pen and write to you that I feel as if I must 
obey the impulse. In the first place let me once 
again thank you for your kindness to my poor and 
much beloved brother. Circumstances over which I 
have no control have prevented me for many years 
from sending him any assistance and without making
8 Quoted in C. A. Bernays "Queensland Politics During 
Sixty (1859-1919) Years" pp. 18-19.
9 Ibid.
10 Letter from Queensland Parliamentary Librarian, S. G. 
Gunthorpe, dated 10th October, 1967; Government 
Gazette dated 27th April, 1861; Hansard of 5th 
August, 1880 (Vol. 31 p.38).
Hansard of 30th June, 1875. (Vol. 18 p.598).li
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mischief I dare not write and tell him so, as my 
William seems to have taken a great dislike to him 
and I suppose or imagine he may have some reason 
for doing so with which perhaps I have no right to 
intermeddle, and therefore (for peace sake) I have 
not written to him and I suppose he thinks I forget 
him. Oh! how willingly I would give him (if 
permitted) half of what I have got. Enough on this 
subject but again I in my inmost heart sincerely 
thank you for having for so many years kept dear 
James from want & starvation.
Please do not tell him how I sympathise with him. I 
would rather let him think me an ungrateful sister 
than that he should think unkindly of my William.
There are great changes here since you left. 
Queensland has indeed grown a nice thriving country. 
Why does not William Malcolmson send out some of 
his vessels here and a good agent? I am sure they 
would pay him well all the shipowners and merchants 
in Brisbane are making fortunes. The Hunter River 
Company are so wealthy for want of competition that 
I would be afraid to say how much their gains for 
the last year have been. There is a great business 
doing here now between Brisbane, Rockhampton, 
Maryborough, Port Dennison and the new country up 
to the Gulf of Carpentaria and no steamer but one 
Queensland steamer they are now totting up shares 
to send home for two more. Why not William 
Malcolmson step in immediately why he would get 
business here in the North for 3 steamers before six 
months.
I have long urged William to write home this most 
truthful statement but he seems so apathetic that I 
thought I would write myself. You can read this to 
William Malcolmson. I dare say he knows me by 
character as I was once as a girl the bosom friend 
of dear Bessie his lamented wife. I can surely tell 
you the capabilities of this wonderful country and 
what encourages me to write to you is having seen 
some of your letters to William asking for 
information and which I could see he was not 
(perhaps through indifference) disposed to give. We 
have a good government the Governor is a personal 
friend of ours. When Lena was married to Graham
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Mylne - the Governor lent her his carriage to go 
and come from the Church and he & Lady Bowen 
came to the wedding breakfast. Mr. Herbert too 
(our Colonial Secretary) is like a brother to William 
so that if William Malcolmson thinks well of what I 
say he might confer with our friend Robert George 
Newham Herbert who is going home by this mail. I 
don't know his direction at home, I forget to ask 
him, but he is a cousin of the deceased Lord Herbert 
and a personal friend of Gladstone's so that his 
direction will easily be found he will be home about 
November and out again in March he is a nice 
gentlemanly fellow. Just mention William's name or 
mine to him and I will warrant it sufficient 
introduction. Steamers are what Queensland wants 
and Mr. Herbert will tell you so! You cannot fail to 
make him out by enquiring as I have told you for 
the Colonial Secretary of Queensland - George 
White’s eldest daughter Sarah is well married to 
Colonel Graham's son of Moeckuen Dumfrieshire 
they are living 10 miles from them at ‘Tambooren'. 
Dear Lena's husband is an officer and such a good 
devoted husband, Dr. Guthrie of Edinburgh is his 
mother’s brother - they are both well settled.
Believe me your affectionate friend
Jane White.
P.S. Give my dear and affectionate love to Mrs. 
Robinson and if any of the Malcolmson's steamers 
come out do pray give my brother a quiet corner and 
a cabin passage to end his days with me in this 
sunny lovely climate of Queensland. When you 
write William don't tell him that I said one kind 
word for my dear brother lest it might not please 
him. Remember me to William Robinson of 
Shamrock.
That matter about James I leave in your own hands 
if you think he is too old to emigrate say nothing to 
him about it as it may only unsettle him but if ever 
you leave Ireland I cannot see what is to become of 
him.
J.W."
In relation to the mention of the marriage of Helena to
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Captain Graham Mylne they were married on 27 April 186112 
she was born in 1841 so she was then aged 21 years. Captain 
Mylne had served in the British Army in India and had come 
from there to the Colony of Queensland. (Details of Helena 
and the Mylne family are addressed in Chapter 11). Of this 
marriage Maud Mills wrote:-
"In 1857, my grandparents with their daughter 
Helena, moved to Eagle Farm on the river near the 
town of Brisbane. Here they lived while their new 
house was building on the shores of Moreton Bay. It 
was from the house at Eagle Farm that Helena was 
married to Captain Graham Mylne, a retired British 
Officer who, in a Scottish regiment, had fought 
through the Indian Mutiny. He, with two brothers, 
had bought a property on the Clarence River and 
called it Eatanswill, in allusion to Ea^n’swill in 
Charles Dickens* Novel, Pickwick Papers, then 
arriving in Australia. It was named as a joke, as 
the Mylne men had become famed for their lavish 
hospitality. They were also noted for the fine 
horses they bred and raced there. One of my Mylne 
cousins told me how her father took a stud of 
horses from England to India, then when the Mutiny 
was over, brought them with him to Australia.
On their return from a trip home to Scotland, his 
two brothers and a sister went down in the wreck of 
the sailing ship "Dunbar". The story commonly told 
is that as she was about to enter Sydney Harbour, 
the Captain mistook the Gap for the entrance 
between North and South Heads. When Helena White 
married Captain Mylne, Eatanswill became her home.
On his death, the property was sold and the town 
that sprang up there is known as Etonsville (not 
sure of this, it may be a bridge), the Clarence River 
people disapproving of the original name. My Aunt 
took her family to live in Sydney on Darling Point, 
and at Como, their home with its beautiful view of 
the Harbour, my cousins, Graham, Tom, Anne, Ethel,
Nell and Nina grew up. From there Graham went to 
Sandhurst, Tom to Oxford, and the girls to a
Cross-Dunleavy Index. Births, Deaths and Marriages 
1861-1869.
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finishing school in Brussels.13
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 18th 
June, 1862:-
"Brisbane 
June 18th. 1862.
Dear George,
Your letter of .... came duly to hand, I would have 
written you sooner but was seeking information 
every way I could regarding steam communication 
between here #  Sydney & other ports where you 
could put vessels for carrying live stock, & every 
person I have spoken to on the subject agrees that 
it would not answer. At present the price for fat 
stock in Sydney is lower than it is here, & as for 
Melbourne they are sending fat stock to Sydney - & 
the Hobart Town & all the Tasmanian Markets are in 
the same state, so that I think it would be folly to 
send out such vessels. We have got a new steamer 
here belonging to a Queensland Company, she is now 
on her first trip to the North, but people seem to 
think the A.S.H. Company will oppose her & run her 
off & oblige the owners to sell. I would like to see 
a few good first class vessels here belonging to a 
company that could afford to meet the old 
Australian Co. for they arc monopolists - but to 
advise you I cannot. For to oppose them you should 
have large vessels very light draft, say 8 to 9 foot, 
& very fast - such vessels would pay here, but the 
owners would have a deal to contend with.
I would have written sooner but I had not the funds 
to send. I have had to make new the old house & 
all the buildings this past year, & it has involved an 
outlay of over £1000 & now half our run is being 
taken from us, by a Cotton company. The plain on 
the lower run is now surveyed for Capt.Towns & 
several other parties have made application for other 
parts, & the Government have told me that the 
entire run is to be laid open for that purpose or for 
Agricultural reserve. I see nothing for it but to sell
is Maud Mills, Ibid, pp. 8-9.
94
as soon as I can see the Market at all improving- 
which I hope to do soon. I have had a very bad 
return of what I boiled this year.
I now send you Bank of Australasia, Brisbane, draft 
on Bank of Australasia London, this date No. 206 for 
£500 your favour, the second I will send by next 
mail.
I now conclude with love to Mrs. Robinson & the 
children in which Jane unites & believe me.
Yours very sincerely, 
William D. White.
George Robinson Esq.,
Water Street,
Strand,
Cork.
Ireland."
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 11th 
January, 1863:-
"Beaudesert
Jan. 11th. 1863.
George Robinson Esq.
Water St.,
Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
I am in a Sea of trouble about Beaudesert, the 
Government have surveyed the whole of the lower 
part of the run, & thrown it open for selection. 
Already Capt. Towns has two miles fenced in on the 
large plain & up to the Stockyard & another person 
has taken up half a section. I expect in a month 
the entire piece will be taken up. I went in to the 
Surveyor General & he coolly told me that if the 
part now surveyed sold well they would survey the 
entire of the upper run & sell it. I have made up 
my mind to sell at once if I can as the only means 
of saving ourselves & as cattle without a run are
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selling at 30/- per head if I can get 60/- for those 
on Beaudesert & 40/- for the remainder I will reckon 
myself well off.
The Surveyors are now on "Bromillton" & two parties 
of Surveyors on "Jimboomba", Henderson’s run - the 
entire of his run is thrown open except 320 acres 
purchased.
I have heard Compigne’s is to be the next. I hope 
before you get this that I may have sold, Ernest is 
anxious to get out to the North & as he is now 26 
years of age I cannot keep him longer.
We have had the worst drought I remember, no rain 
for nine months & twelve since any fall of rain to 
fill the water holes, & you may be sure the stock 
are miserable they have been dying all about in 
thousands. We have lost some two or three 
hundred head but it is now I hope over, we have had 
rain for the last three days & it is not yet cleared 
up. I hope it will continue for some time.
Your scheme for forming Cotton Company is I fear 
not a good one I do not believe that cotton can be 
grown here, with the present rate of wages from £30 
to £50 per annum & rations worth 20 more - again 
the uncertain climate, all our cotton Companys are in 
a fix some have not a single plant alive & those that 
have any, have the prospect of a very poor crop - I 
fear it is a bad speculation & one that I would not 
advise.
Would the Steamers you wrote to me about be fit for 
any other trade but carrying cattle. We have now 
fine steamers on between Sydney & Brisbane & the 
Northern ports for both passengers & goods traffick, 
they make the trip up here in from 40 to 48 hours.
With splendid accommodation for passengers, could 
you send at least three steamers, for it would not do 
as you would be opposed by the Australian S. N. 
Company, & the only chance you would be by 
opposing them with one vessel on their most paying 
lines. They put their best boat on the line we were 
running the "Queensland" on & reduced the fares & 
freight 2/3. We had no boat to oppose them on the
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Sydney run & so they are still keeping up the 
opposition, but we have sent home for two more 
boats to oppose them on their best lines, since then 
they are apparently relenting. So by this you can 
see what you might expect if you sent out any 
steamers here -& again your boat should not draw 
more than 8 1/2 or 9 feet water for our bars - & 
the speed ought not to be less than 10 miles an 
hour for the voyage. Of course if faster so much 
the better & also bear in mind, that our coal is 
about 2/3 the strength of yours or even less & the 
price is about 20/- the ton. All this will be some 
information for you to base your calculations on, if 
you still think of sending out steamers here.
If I sell, I shall have a large sum for you, shall I 
remit it to you or invest it in the Colony for you.
You will have time enough before I receive any Cash 
to write to me • but I have no faith in cotton.
Joined by Jane in love to you & Mrs. Robinson.
I remain,
Yours faithfully,
William D. White.
P.S. If I sell Beaudesert I will be idle & would be 
glad to have something to occupy me. Altho I do 
not know if I would make a good ship agent.
I see a new invention a patent for milking cows 
- If it is a good one, will you send me one out by 
the first vessel, to the care of Messrs. John & Geo. 
Harris."
Letter from William D. White to George Robinson dated 
16th February, 1865:-
"Brisbane Feb.16 1865
George Robinson Esq.,
Water Street,
Strand, Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
I have received yours of the 25th. Oct. I shall be 
very glad indeed if you can sell our properties here.
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For years back the lower half of Beau Desert has 
been taken up for an Agricultural Reserve. 
Capt.Towns has a large Cotton plantation on it & 
several other parties have located themselves on it 
too. We have only the upper part of this now left 
as - but I took up a large tract of country on the 
coast for Ernest & myself, for years back our 
breeding cattle have been running there the cattle 
belonging to Ernest & me run there. I would be 
glad if you could sell the entire stations & stock, as 
since they have taken so much of our Beau Desert 
station away from us I have had to run more than 
half the R.W. cattle down there. Beau Desert now 
only comprises one block, that is, what they have 
left us. The House and all improvements stand on 
320 acres of land which I have purchased. The 
House has been almost rebuilt lately at large cost. I 
value the 320 acres of land with improvements at 
about £1,300 to 2,000. Altogether there are about 
3,000 head of cattle on Beau Desert. On my coast 
runs there are about 3,000 of the R. W.14 cattle as 
our losses through some sickness in the cattle (I can 
not say what the disease has been) have been very 
great there about 2,000 of Ernest’s cattle which of 
course should be included in the same sale if 
BeauDesert was sold separately with the R. W. cattle 
those on the coast runs would not bring over from 
25 to 30 shillings at the present state of the market. 
As cattle (stores) are very low at present, if sold 
with the runs they would be worth £3 a head all 
round. If you can sell the whole of our property at 
£3 a head I would value the cattle on the runs at £2 
and consider myself entitled to the balance as 
Ernest’s interest in the runs. Ernest’s cattle of 
course would be worth £3 to him. We have a large 
muster of horses the broken in horses I would value 
from £10 to 15 a head. The unbroken £5 - all 
working Bullocks, Drays, stores etc. to be taken at a 
valuation. As far as I am concerned, I would rather 
not retain any charges in it & Ernest would want his 
money to move out. As for Ernest leaving me it 
would be out of the question as I could not manage 
the property without him. He has had many
splendid offers from capitalists but he would not
14 "R.W." may refer to "Robinson White".
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leave me. You say you ought to have heard from me before now, granted, but I was waiting to see if things would look a little less gloomy before writing to you. Pleura Pneumonia is within 18 miles & Ernest & Albert are going to commence inoculating all the cattle to prevent this most cruel disease.
Of course this is private as if known we could never sell. To show you the ruinous state of the Logan, with the exception of Barker, McDonald & ourselves - all the others are Bankrupt. Cardow Collins & his father, Compigne & the two Hendersons and Charley Graham, my niece Sarah’s husband are all ruined the latter at Tambourine. I did not tell you that I have procured a Government Berth for my brother George at Gladstone in the Telegraph. Charley Graham & Sarah are gone up with them. I have taken Georgie.
Helena & her husband are staying with us on a visit they are on their way to a new station he takes up in partnership with Mr. Herbert (our Colonial Secretary) on the Amby Downs - her husband is an energetic fellow.I am sure if you knew him you would like him. They are going 400 miles inland to the West. They have two nice little girls.
The Cattle on the different stations are as near as possible as under -
Beaudesert 3,000Pimpama 3,300Coombooba 1,400Murry Jerry 1,000Tubber u> o o
This included the cattle & Ernest's cattle. The nearest of these stations Pimpama is about 35 miles from Beaudesert, the others are all joining, it is a strip of country running from the Logan towards the Tweed. I will send you more particulars when I get the exact muster. I send you now a Bank of Australasia Draft for £250 on London, No. 795.
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Jane joins in love to Mrs. Robinson & yourself.
Believe me yours
Affectionately,
William D. White."
Letter from William D. White to George Robinson dated 
15th May, 1865:-
"Brisbane 
May 15th. 1865
George Robinson, Esq.,
Water Street,
Cork.
Dear George,
I wrote you on 16th.Feb. last enclosing dft on 
London for £250. I now enclose second of same 
No.795 dated Feb.l6th. Bank of Australasia on B of 
A. London. I stated then my willingness to sell but 
not wishing to retain any shares, since then I have 
thought it over, & would be willing to retain one 
thousand pounds more in shares if it would facilitate 
in any way the sale of the property, as I am anxious 
to settle Ernest & Albert. Ernest is now eight & 
twenty years of age & thinks he ought to be on his 
own account. I will do all I can here to màke a 
sale, & if I succeed, will let you know the moment I 
have any offer likely to be concluded. I have up to 
this time asked £3 per head but will offer it much 
less now as I fear in two years we may lose much 
more of our country. I hope soon to send a further 
remittance but just now money is very scarce. 
Cotton growing here is a failure, people are now mad 
for sugar, & large tracts of country are taken up for 
that purpose, under the regulations for granting land, 
for the growth of sugar it may in the end succeed 
but I fear many people will be sufferers by the first 
experiments. Capt.Hope is as yet the largest grower 
- he has about 100 acres, under crop or in process 
of planting. He has put up machinery, that has 
cost some thousand of pounds. Frank Bigge is 
following, but on a much smaller scale, & several 
Companys are starting. Squatters are now going out
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to the West - there are parties 500 miles or more 
due west - & the whole of the north is getting 
thickly stocked in fact all the good country there is 
taken up, but from what I hear, most of the 
squatters up north, are heavily involved.
We are all in good health except Albert, who is very 
often ailing, I wish I could send him home for a few 
years, but cannot afford it. If I could sell I would 
try & do something for James Simpson, but at 
present I cannot. With love to Mrs. Robinson in 
which Jane unites.
I am
Yours very truly, 
William D. White."
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 29th 
October, 1866:-
"Brisbane 
Oct.20th 1866.
Dear George,
I have been on the point of writing to you often, 
but as I had not very good news for you I deferred 
it from time to time in hopes I might have 
something to send you, but the last eighteen months 
have not been the most fortunate with us. If we 
have not the Rheinderpect, we have had an epidemic 
equally bad for us, the Pleura-pneumonia. The losses 
here have been in thousands, & we did not escape, 
between Drought & disease we have lost many 
hundreds of our cattle, & equally bad I have by 
failures £1500 this year. Wright the butcher a man 
that was trusted by every Squatter, that he offered 
to buy from, failed for over £15,000. I have his bills 
for £1200 & was only waiting for them to come to 
maturity to send you a remittance & now from his 
estate being put into the Insolvent Court in such 
fearful times I fear we will not get 2/6 in the 
pound. At one time it was hoped he would pay 15/- 
but it turns out that nearly all his property had 
been mortgaged to different parties to cover 
advances to him, & the competition between the
101
butchers lately & the amount of credit given has 
been the reason assigned for his failure - but most 
people think he has secured himself well, the Bells 
of Jimbour were losers to the amount of £5,000- 
they sold him sheep to the value of £7,500 but had 
not delivered all.
We are here in Queensland as badly off for money as 
you are possibly at Home. Nothing but new 
Insolvents every day, here or in the other Colonies- 
nearly all our Public works are stopped & some of 
the Railways are to be stopped at once. We had 
regular Mob riots in Brisbane, by the unemployed but 
hope that is over. We have a new Land Leasing Act 
passed this session - large Reserves are to be 
proclaimed & surveyed for sale, if not sold at 
auction, they are open for selection for one month, 
& if not taken up at the end of the month any 
person can rent them at 2/6 per acre per annum at 
the end of Eight years, they get a grant of the land, 
in fact it is only deferred payment & I know many 
people who are going in for large tracts of land on 
these terms, the Darling Downs Squatters will all 
suffer, that district is the Goal of nearly every 
person's wish that you hear speak but I expect the 
whole of the Logan will be cut up also. We have a 
very large population of farmers already on the 
Lower Logan & they are pushing up - more than half 
the country I had has been taken up & I fear we 
will lose nearly all Beaudesert very soon.
If I can I will send you some remittance shortly, but 
there is no such thing as making good sales, & our 
expenses are nearly double what they were two years 
ago • the Rent & assessment is nearly double & 
Taxes are put on now to try & meet the deficiency 
in our Treasury they have passed a bill last month, 
putting on an advaleur duty of equal to 10 per cent 
on everything, & stopped Emigration so that soon we 
will be about the least to be envied of any of the 
Colonies, & also a Stamp Act, that will press very 
heavy on nearly everyone as all money transactions 
are either by Bills or Cheques, which must all be 
stamped. I am very sorry to hear such a poor 
account of James Simpson if I can spare any money 
I will send him some soon but at present it is not in 
my power to do so - from all I heard of his brother
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George I thought him a wealthy man & that he 
would help him, but as soon as I can I will send him 
some.
You will be sorry to hear that our old friend 
Compigne is smashed. Capt. Towns has had a 
mortgage over his property for some years, & he has 
not paid Interest for some time he owed him £9,500 
& Towns put him out lately. I don’t know what will 
become of him & his wife, he has been looking for a 
Government situation for some time, but there seems 
no chance of his getting one, he should have looked 
for it two years ago & then would have got it easily. 
All Capt. Collins family are gone to the dogs - they 
have all made a bad end of their time & property, 
the old man died about two months ago after living 
nearly twelve years perfectly helpless, from Paralasis 
& Mrs. Collins died about two years before him.
We are all in good health except Albert, who suffers 
a good deal from the effects of I believe a severe 
attack of Dyptheria, some years ago & it has left a 
sting that I fear he will be years before he recovers. 
Mrs. Mylne is 400 miles back in the Country, she has 
three children & they are great company for them, 
but the summers are fearfully hot, where they are. 
I will write you soon again, & I hope will not be so 
bad a correspondent for the future. Mrs. White 
unites with me in love to Mrs. Robinson & all your 
family.
Yours sincerely,
William D. White."
Letter from William D. White to George Robinson dated 
18th February, 1867:-
"Beaudesert
Feb 18th 1867
George Robinson Esq.
Water Street,
Strand, Cork.
Dear George,
I enclose you herewith Bank of Australasia draft on
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B of Australasia London No. 242 this date for £250. 
I wish I could have sent you more but hope to be 
able to send you another remittance before long. We 
have had fearful losses in the Cattle, but are not 
worse off than most other Cattle owners. We have 
had Pleura pneumonia among the cattle for the last 
18 months, & the last year the most fearful drought 
we remember, the whole run & Country was literally 
as brown & bare as a road, the cattle were 
subsisting on blady grass & shrubs. We have had 
rain for the last month & the run is looking 
beautiful, but the cattle are dying by scores - as you 
ride through them, you hear most every beast cough 
& in a few days they are reduced to skeletons, many 
recover, but it takes months to come round to a 
healthy condition again.
I have had enquiries made by two of the Banks as to 
the value of your share in the cattle, I could not 
sell any part of the Tweed runs, unless I sold all, as 
Ernest has a large share in them, but I will make 
you an offer. Our cattle are now about 4,000 head, 
they would not in the present state of the Market 
bring more than 50/- per head - but if you will sell 
your interest to me, I will give at the rate of three 
pounds (60/-) per head for them or in other words, I 
will give six thousand pounds for your interest in 
the concern.
This is more than could be realised if sold in any 
other way - but I would require time to pay it - say 
in equal payments of one, two, three & four years. 
If you agree to these terms & make over the place 
to me, I could mortgage & raise .some of the money 
at once. As an instance of the value of cattle 
property here I may state that Compigne’s Stations 
of Nindooimbah & Kerry fell into Capt. Towns hands 
about two years ago. Compigne owed him about 
£8,600 or 9,000 & Towns had to foreclose about two 
years ago - he allowed Compigne to live there until 
Capt Collins died, when he put him out. Capt. 
Towns sold the stations with 2,800 head of cattle 
about 20 horses - six hundred & forty acres (640) 
purchased land with a House which cost £2,000 & 
other improvements on it worth £1,000 more - for 
£7,400 to Ernest last Xmas, he does not pay any 
cash, his terms are 1-2-3-4- years, with 8 per cent
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interest - he has already sold over £1,000 worth of 
cattle off it, & I think will do very well with it. He 
could not have done this but Capt Towns foreclosed 
the mortgage two years ago & there has been no 
stock removed. Yet with all this when they came to 
muster, they were 1,400 head short, which Towns 
was obliged to make up, he had to buy cattle that 
were on the run on terms. Now I think you will 
consider this a good offer > as we have years ago 
lost the lower half of Beaudesert, & our lease will 
run out next year, when I understand the 
Government intended to throw the whole of it into 
an Agricultural Reserve, & on the new regulation of 
eight years lease at 2/6 per acre & when the 20/- 
per acre is paid up the lessee becomes the 
freeholder, I expect the entire of Beaudesert will be 
lost for us - except any we may take up on these 
terms.
I send by this post £50 to James Simpson.
With love to Mrs. Robinson self & children joined by 
Jane.
I am
Yours very sincerely, 
William D. White.-
Letter to George Robinson from W. D. White dated 19th 
September, 1867:-
"Brisbane Sept.l9th. 1867
George Robinson Esq.,
Water St., Strand, Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
I enclose you herewith a copy of the sugar & coffee 
regulations passed in Sept. 1864. You will see by 
these regulations the terms on which persons can 
take up land, & the limit to one person or firm is 
1280 acres. I have made application for 5100 acres 
on Beaudesert in the name of self, Albert & Arthur 
Robinson. I have not yet received any answer & if 
I get it must pay down a shilling per acre rent & I
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hope by the end of three years to be allowed to hold 
it on the deferred payment principle of 2/6 per acre. 
This is the only possible way I can retain
Beaudesert, as the Bill now before the Parliament, & 
one that will pass, throws the whole of the Colony 
from the Coast to the Condamine open for free
Selection without survey (at 2/6 per acre for eight 
years) or in other words gives the selector eight
years to pay for it at 2/6 per acre, the upset price
being one pound per acre. I know several persons 
waiting for the Bill to pass to take up the principal 
part of Beaudesert. I have applied for all the picked 
spots. Capt. Towns has had for some years the
largest cotton plantation in the Colony on the lower
part of the Run, he employs nearly 200 hands, he 
has 170 South Sea Islanders. Steam ploughs are at 
work there, but it does not return 1/- in the Pound 
for the money expended. Still cotton & sugar are 
the rage just now & government are obliged to give 
in to the cry of the people for these selections.
The Bill will be very binding not more than 320 
acres to be allowed to one person & a certain
portion to be cultivated an immense number of small 
holders all over the country, & fill the Country, as 
it has New South Wales, with cattle stealers. Seeing 
this I have tried desperately for years to sell, but 
every one looked on all the country near the coast, 
as very insecure & I could not get an offer, the 
consequence is that our expenses have been 
increasing from higher wages & obliged to keep more 
hands on account of the number of small stock 
holders about us - the assessment on cattle this year 
is 8d per head - in fact squatters will be ruined & 
the object of most of the Townspeople & would be 
farmers is to drive the squatter off the land.
About three years before my brother George came 
out here, he wrote us that, he, & Henry intended 
coming out & would bring some money with them, I 
then took up a large tract of Country on the Coast, 
I put our cows on a part of it, & bought some 
cattle for about 12/- to 15/- per head which I put 
on the other part for Ernest. Since then more than 
half of that country has been taken up under the 
cotton regulations & is now a large farming 
neighbourhood, in fact all the flats & any part worth 
having has been taken from me & nothing left but
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swamp & poor ridges so that the grazing portion is 
really useless.
Since writing the above I have been to the Minister 
for Lands Office, he says my application had not 
passed the Council but he would hold them over till 
the fate of the Land Bill now before the House is 
known, when I may have some chance of saving a 
portion of Beaudesert - but look at the terms, to 
expend one pound per acre within three years then 
pay £1 per acre for the land. I do not contemplate 
doing this, but if I can hold it for three years on 
these terms there may be some change in the Law, 
in the meantime that may turn to our benefit - but 
one thing is certain the people will have free 
selection, but the Government will try to make some 
very stringent regulations & will not allow any one 
party to select more than a certain portion - 320 
acres is what is now contemplated & to cultivate 
1/10 (one tenth) within a given time. When the bill 
passes into law, I will write you &. that very soon, 
as they are trying to hurry it on - but I fear our 
chance of holding much of Beaudesert is a very poor 
one but I will leave no stone unturned to try & keep 
what I can.
With love to Mrs. Robinson in which Jane unites.
I am
Yours very truly,
William D. White.
P.S. I send you the Queensland Courier this date the 
Plantation called Townsvale is part of the lower 
portion of Beaudesert - see the Courier."
As can be seen from William’s letters a shortage of labour 
was a major problem. The issue of importing Pacific Island 
labourers was a live one in 1867. In that year William and G. 
Mylne chartered the "King Oscar", 248 tons, for the purpose of 
obtaining labourers for employment in Queensland. The vessel, 
under the command of Captain Gibbon, with Mr. H. Ross 
Lewin as recruiting agent, arrived back in Moreton Bay on 
11th November 1867, with 270 Islanders, from Sandwich, Mon, 
More, Apee, Ambrim and Mii Islands. The Report on the 
voyage and the labourers was in no way critical of the manner
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in which the men had been treated although it draws attention 
to the large proportion of men from Mon Island who were in 
the 14-18 year age group.16
The labourers signed agreements with various employers 
for three years for wages of 10 shillings per month plus food 
and clothing. When questioned by the Immigration Agent on 
arrival in Moreton Bay they laughed at the suggestion that 
they had been forced in any way or stolen from their homes.16 
Apparently all labourers from that voyage were signed up by 
Messrs. George Raff and H. R. Lewin. William employed 
Islander labourers at his property at "Lota", at least in 1869 
when there was a Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry into the 
question of Polynesian labour. Evidence was given by Mr. 
James Preston of depredations by two islanders and the 
wounding by gunshot of one of them about 1 1/2 miles from 
"Lota" and that William then employed Islanders. William 
helped search for the two who had run away and who were 
frightening people in the neighbourhood.17
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 25th 
January, 1868:-
"Brisbane Jan.25th. 1868
George Robinson Esq.,
Water St., Strand, Cork.
Dear George,
I received yours of the 18th.Nov. & have accepted 
the Bills you drew on me, & by so doing I believe 
we will lose our interest in half of Beaudesert run. 
I had been laying by the money to take up as much 
of Beaudesert as I possibly could under the New 
Land Bill, now before our Parliament, a copy of 
which I send you by this mail - & which is likely to 
become law in a few weeks. I wrote you some time 
ago, that the lower half of Beaudesert had been
15 Report upon Muster and Inspection of South Sea 
Islanders per "King Oscar" by John McDonnell, 
Immigration Agent and Emigration Officer, dated 14th 
November, 1867.
16 Ibid.
17 Committee Proceedings of 25th August, 1869.
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taken up by Capt.Towns under the Cotton 
Regulations & he had a large Cotton plantation on it. 
We have had for several years only that part above 
the house - about (25) twenty five sq. miles. You 
will see by the Bill I send you, that one half (& that 
of course the best half) is to be taken from us & 
thrown open to free selection, now this half or as 
much of it as I could, I intend to select as I could 
have three years to pay for it, but the payment must 
be made in advance & I have not now the means & I 
happen to know some parties who are only waiting 
for this bill to pass to take up the Plains & Spring 
Creek & then our grazing area will be reduced to 
500 head of cattle. The run on which I have had 
the breeding cattle is already taken up under the 
cotton & sugar regulations to more than the extent 
of one half of what they have left me. I am rather 
surprised at how you get the information that we 
had a first rate fattening season - the last week was 
the first general rain we had here for eight months. 
We have as severe a drought as we have had for 
many years, & that & losses from Pleuropneumonia 
has made it a most trying season for me. I am too 
old to move farther out, & am seriously thinking of 
turning Butcher or rather trying my hand on Salting 
meat for the home market as 1 see that all our 
Runs within one hundred miles of the Coast will be 
taken from us.
The best Gold fields that have been found as yet are 
supposed to be Gympie Creek about 30 to 40 miles 
from Maryborough & 240 miles from Brisbane, there 
are about (10,000) ten thousand persons on the 
Diggings. More & more arriving every day, all 
doing well & when many of these secure enough to 
retire they will take up large areas & the squatter 
must clear out. I consider that we are perfectly 
ruined & most of the squatters near the coast think 
themselves in the same state. I wrote to you about 
four months ago stating some of our losses, but did 
not then expect such a sweeping land bill as the one 
now abut to pass.
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Joined by Jane in love to Mrs. Robinson & all your 
little ones.
I am
Yours very sincerely, 
William D. White."
Letter from William D. White to George Robinson dated 
20th March, 1868:-
"Brisbane March 20th. 1868
George Robinson Esq.
Water St., Strand, Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
I had a letter written to you last month but was too 
late for the mail & I thought better not to post it 
until the Land Bill is passed into Law - which it 
now has - You are under a wrong impression in 
thinking Capt. Towns has got a grant of land - he 
has not but has taken up some 5,000 or 6,000 acres 
for a Company at home which he is a Manager for 
the purposes of growing cotton under the sugar 
cotton regulations, the conditions of which are, that 
he may select but must pay 20/- per acre in 
improvements, the object of these regulations was to 
induce Capital & Population. He selected the Plains 
etc. on the lower part of Beaudesert & the whole of 
that position of the Run has been thrown open for 
years.
Now if you can induce Mr. Malcomson to go into 
cotton growing here, I think it will pay. I should 
not like a large Company, it has always proved an 
unmanageable concern, but if you could form a 
smaller company, say with £10,000 Capital, with a 
few shareholders I think it would pay very well, the 
drawback to all large .... (two lines missing because 
the letter is damaged) ... to be satisfied every 
shareholder wishing to put forward some friend of 
his own into the manager or into office.
If you can induce Mr. M. & a few capitalists to go
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into this I believe it will pay. I have applied for 
1,000 acres of land fit for Cotton in the hope of 
your succeeding in this speculation, but I must also 
take up about 4,000 on Beaudesert within six 
months to secure the run for us, & the first 
instalment must be paid into the Treasury on the 
application being made. Most if not all this land 
will be the plains - & as it will rate as agricultural 
land, it will be valued at 15/- per acre, this will be 
at the rate of 1/6 per acre per year & I don’t know 
how I am to meet it. I wrote you I had accepted 
your Bills for £250 each - but I hope you will not 
draw on me again as I cannot meet them. I fear I 
will have to sell cattle that we look to for stock to 
secure Beaudesert. You have no idea of the 
straightened means of every one here. Nothing but 
Bankruptcy staring people in the face. The only 
thing that has come forward to save us is the 
Gympie Gold field but as yet we have no benefit 
from it, I am in hopes the price of cattle will get 
up, but there are so many thousands of cattle to the 
north that I fear, we will not get such benefit from 
it.
Nearly the whole working population of our Towns 
have gone to the Diggings there are 16,000 person 
now there - & these persons as soon as they earn a 
little money will select farms under the new Bill. I 
sent you the Bills by the January Mail, I hope you 
got it - the Bill as passed is the same with some 
slight alterations so you can see that any man can 
select on any run within the settled districts, where 
he likes. Now I must entreat of you that if there is 
a chance of your getting some of your married 
friends to go into this there is no time to be lost 
but have nothing to say to a share company.
We have had a Royal visit but after the poor Prince 
returned to Sydney, he was shot in the back, by a
___________? agent, it was a near go with him, he
is now recovering fast. You will see all the 
particulars in the papers, so I need not go into more 
about it.
I l l
Mrs. White unites in love to Mrs. Robinson & 
yourself.
Yours sincerely,
William D. White."
Letter from William D. White to George Robinson dated 
13th June, 1868:-
"Brisbane June 13th. 1868
George Robinson Esq.,
Water St., Strand, Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
I received your letter of the lst.April a few days 
since I am very glad you have given me authority to 
take up so much land, as I fear there will be many 
looking for a part of Beaudesert & the Country 
about it - & hope it will not put you to any 
inconvenience if I have to draw on you for the 
funds, but as you have named Mr. Malcolmson I 
presume you have made some arrangement with him, 
for if you look at the Act of Parliament which I 
sent you home, you will find that the land cannot be 
transferred until the expiration of the ten years, or 
until the amount has been paid & the conditions 
carried out. However I will try & secure as much of 
the good land as I can & chance any change that 
may take place within the term of ten years.
I am now about starting a Meat Canning business, 
for the purpose of finding a means of living for 
Albert, as Ernest will be a Squatter & nothing else- 
this year I am going to cure about (200) two 
hundred head, by Dr. Morgan's patent, they will fill 
about (400) four hundred tierces. I have to pay the 
Patenter 2/6 per head for the use of the patent, & 
find great difficulty in getting tierces & salt, the 
only person I can get them from is the holder of the 
patent. This year I must send home through Mr. 
Harris - & I fear their charges will be very heavy- 
& if I continue must get my timber for casks salt &
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hoops iron through them. I do not know what 
business your brother Anthony is engaged in London, 
but do you think he would take the Agency, or if it 
would be out of his way, he would have to do the 
sales, through the most respectable brokers in 
London, & if I succeed this year, next year I would 
kill from one thousand head to 1,500. I can buy 
prime heavy bullocks for £4.10 cash & this would 
leave me a good profit, if I cure the meat well & 
got a good sale at home.
If Anthony would undertake this business he would 
have to send me American Oak in logs for tierces, 
salt & hoop irons -drawing on me for the amount, & 
I would have to draw against the beef when shipped. 
All this I can do through the Harrises but as I 
believe nearly all their business in London is 
amongst Jew dealers, I would rather not if I can 
avoid it. I will write you when the first lot is 
shipped & Anthony could see the meat & how it will 
sell. If it sells well I will have no time to lose in 
preparing for next year.
I shall be anxious to hear from you by the return 
mail.
Jane unites with me in love to Mrs. Robinson & all 
your family.
Yours very sincerely, 
William D. White.
P.S. I have just sold a lot of cows & heifers to De 
Graves, but am replacing them with bullocks to 
fatten."
It can be seen from William’s correspondence that as the 
years passed in the 1860's closer settlement gradually brought 
to an end the large areas of land of the cattle leases that had 
been the basis of the cattle runs. Other prominent lessees had 
been Messrs. Towns, Compigne, Collins, Barker, De Burgh 
Persse and Henderson.
Kathleen Nutting in her booklet "Then and Now. The 
Story of Beaudesert 1874-1974 (Beaudesert Centenary)" wrote as 
follows about these early holdings:-
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"ln 1842 Clement and Paul Lawless took up 
Nindooimbah, which they held until 1847, when it 
was bought by A.W. Compigne.
In 1843, further Depasturing Licenses were issued- 
one to Surveyor Robert Dixon for Burton Vale, later 
known as Tambourine, and one for Tamrookum, taken 
out by William Barker.
In 1844 Telemon was taken up by Robert Tertius 
Campbell; this property passed into the hands of 
Captain Tom Collins in 1845. In the same year, a 
portion of Tambourine Station was bought by Dugald 
Graham, and given the name of Tabragalba; this was 
later purchased by James Henderson and 
subsequently, in 1865, by De Burgh Persse.
The Kerry run was taken up in 1845 by H. T. 
Manning.
Most of the runs taken up under the Depasturing 
License scheme were stocked with sheep. The wool 
was washed on the sheeps’ back before shearing, and 
after being shorn (with hand blades, of course) was 
baled by a primitive hand press, and transported to 
Brisbane by bullock drays over rough blazed tracks. 
In the 1860’s a change from sheep to cattle was 
made, cattle proving more suitable to the area.
About this time, 1860-63, a new industry - cotton­
growing - made its appearance when Captain Robert 
Towns and William Walker established cotton 
plantations in what is now the Verisdale-Gleneagle 
area; it was then known as Townsvale. Kanaka 
labour was imported, and the industry flourished. At 
first the cotton was carried by bullock -wagon to 
Brisbane for shipment to Sydney. Later Captain 
Towns built a wharf at Logan Village on the Logan 
River and thereafter the cotton was rafted 
downstream. Tales from the days of the bullock- 
wagons give the name to a well-known land-mark on 
the Beaudesert to Brisbane road - Jerry’s Downfall; 
tales of mishaps which befell a colourful Kanaka 
teamster, Jerry, at this hazardous crossing, a resting 
and watering-place for the bullocks. The story most 
generally told is that on one occasion the whole load
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of cotton tipped from his wagon!
The cessation of the American Civil War in 1865 
caused a slump in the value of cotton, and the 
Townsvale venture ended somewhat abruptly. 
Fortunately, a substitute industry was to hand. Hoop 
pine, in great demand in Brisbane at this time for 
building purposes was plentiful in the Veresdale 
scrub. Logs cut in the scrub were taken by bullock- 
wagon to the rafting-grounds beside the river, 
slightly downstream from Maclean Bridge, whence 
they floated with the tide to the Brisbane mills.
While the cotton industry boomed, Veresdale had the 
makings of a township, with Court House, Police 
Station, Post Office, Hotel and store. It was a 
stopping-place on the Logan Reserve/Telemon Postal 
Service and a staging-camp for coaches going to the 
Border and beyond. Another such staging-camp was 
Jimboomba, with an hotel on either side of the 
Logan River, at the site of the present concrete 
bridge built in 1847.
Development along the River continued, as two 
groups, one Irish, the other German, left Brisbane to 
settle in the Logan Valley. Dr. Quinn, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Brisbane, had formed an Irish 
Immigration Society and in 1862, a chartered ship, 
the "Erin-go-bragh", had brought Irish immigrants to 
Brisbane. (Dr. Quinn had laughingly declared that 
the new state would be known as "Quinnsland"!) 
These immigrants formed a settlement on the Logan 
Reserve, which they named Waterford. Later some 
moved to Tambourine Village, and still later to the 
Kerry district, where descendants of the original 
families - Rafters, Deerans, Dunns and Corcorans- 
are living today. In 1863, a second ship, the "Fiery 
Star", brought out more of the Irish, some of whom 
joined their compatriots at Tambourine Village. In 
this second group were William Walsh, Michael Yore, 
and Thomas Plunkett.
In 1864 German settlers worked their way up the 
Logan River in a small steamer, the "Black Diamond". 
They disembarked at Logan Lea and formed a 
settlement there, growing arrowroot and sugar. This 
area became known as German Pocket, and
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descendants of these Lutheran pioneers are there 
today.
So the picture unfolds - farm houses and homesteads, 
stockyards and horse-paddocks, small patches of 
cultivation on cleared scrub-land, winding tracks 
linking the settlements, a rough road to Brisbane.
Now the Logan and Albert district was ready for the 
next step forward - closer settlement and a little 
town."18
The Crown Lands Alienation Act 1868 (Queensland) was 
passed with the object of encouraging closer settlement in the 
rural areas and the selections were made too small for a living 
to be made from grazing to encourage farming. By the terms 
of this Act and by government policy the area and type of 
lease granted ensured closer settlement of land in Queensland.
Kathleen Nutting wrote that "White and Robinson divided 
Beaudesert Station into selections, and as these were taken up, 
closer settlement resulted, with agriculture now supplementing 
grazing."19 However a more accurate record seems to be that 
the government surveyors marked out selections, perhaps 
influenced in part by views of the squatters, and these 
selections were then made available to be taken up by lease or 
purchase. The monies paid by the selector then augmented the 
Crown revenue, which was sorely needed for development of 
roads, railways and other government services.20. W. D. White, 
as lessee of one or more pastoral runs, was entitled to apply 
for one or more selections himself, including that land on 
which Beaudesert Station homestead stood and this he did.
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 10th 
July, 1869:-
18 Kathleen Nutting, Ibid, pp.3-4.
19 Ibid, p.8.
20 Apparently when Governor Bowen took office the 
Queensland Treasury was in credit to the sum of 6 l/2d.
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"Brisbane July 10th. 1869.
George Robinson Esq.,
Water St., Cork.
Dear George,
In your last letter you ask me to let you have one 
thousand pounds by Sept. I would be most happy if I 
could, & have been trying by what means I could let 
you have even a part of it, & cannot find any. You 
wrote as being willing to sell your share in 
Beaudesert for £7,500. I have often written to you 
that years ago we lost the lower half of the Run, 
but now by a New Act of Parliament we have lost 
one half of what was left & still have to pay the 
same rent, as for the whole. I tried to get a copy 
of the Map in time to send it by this Mail but could 
not - but will send it if possible by next.
You know the large plains about two miles above the 
house - well the line of division is across the upper 
end of the plain, & leave us only from that up to 
our boundary at Christmas Creek so that you can see 
our interest in the Run now is not much. The 
Surveyor is now at work making it out into small 
farms & there are daily applicants for it at the Land 
Office.
You can have no idea of the way every Squatter 
here has been cut up lately the half of every run 
from the Coast for an average of 200 miles has been 
taken by the Government & thrown open for free 
selection & hundreds of people that we never 
thought of before have taken up country from 50 
acres to 10,000 - every run that has a few milkers 
are now turning either farmers or Squatters & the 
old Squatters are nearly all ruined. The Country 
that I had on the Coast & that I had all our 
breeding cattle on is all taken principally by cotton 
growers or sugar planters & has been going on for 
the last five years unceasing but since the free 
Selection Act passed they have taken all that was 
worth having there are hundreds of people on that 
Country, where five years ago you never met a man
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but the stockman. I have been obliged to take up 
some land to secure the improvements, as soon as 
the Survey is complete, I must try & take up large 
portion to save the rest of the run as we are to 
have a lease for ten years for the half left us - & 
to make that worth keeping I must take up several 
square miles more for if I do not, the remainder will 
be of little value & if I sell off stock, to meet what 
you want we will have more to go on with. We are 
not singular as nearly every Squatter in the Colony 
is all but Bankrupt. 1 tried to get a copy of the 
Act to send you but could not in time but will send 
it & the Map, by the next mail. By the late Act the 
Government survey the entire run, & then divide it 
in equal portions & resume which half they like & 
the occupant has to pay half the survey. 
Government allows him to select land at 15/-, 10/- & 
25/- per acre as the land may be valued to the 
value of the improvements, he paying for it. The 
Government have taken the half of Beaudesert next 
the house & are cutting it all up into farms - it will 
be put up to Auction at 15/- per acre & if not 
purchased within one month, it will be area for 
selection, on the System of deferred payments for a 
term of ten years, the Selector has to expend on the 
land a sum equal to rent or purchase, so you may be 
certain there are thousands taking up land, that 
never thought of it before & I expect before many 
years there will be no such thing as a Squatter in 
the settled districts, nearly every run worth fencing 
is now fenced in, each one is so jealous of his 
neighbour trespassing. To show you the sort of 
neighbours we have Prior has selected 10,000 acres 
on Telemon altho he was a most intimate friend of 
the two parties that have the run & it is Capt. 
Towns super that has applied most for Beaudesert. 1 
wish I had a pleasanter letter to write to you but 
you may be certain that I am very anxious about the 
times & fear they will be worse.
With kind regards to Mrs. Robinson & family in 
which Jane unites.
1 am
Yours sincerely, 
William D. White."
118
Letter from W. D. White to George Robinson dated 2nd 
September, 1869:-
"Brisbane Sept.2nd. 1869.
George Robinson Esq.,
Water St., Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
I have been expecting to hear from you this mail but 
as I fear I would be late & the mail not yet arrived 
I now write with a copy of the Map of Beaudesert as 
now surveyed by order of the Government. You will 
see by the Boundary line that the portion left us is 
very small only one fourth of what it was when we 
bought it > the portion marked A is to be surveyed 
at once into small farms & sold. I have taken up 
the part round the stockyard & paddocks to secure 
them, & must pay the same rent for the small 
portion left as we paid for the whole with the right 
to feed on the resumed portion until sold, which I 
think will be a very short time, as there has been a 
great cry for the Logan Country.
We have had to pay half the Cost of Survey, & it is 
very doubtful whether the other half of the run may 
not be resumed long before the ten years promised 
us are expired. I am very hard up this year - last 
year the cattle market was overstocked I sent one 
ship load to New Zealand & it turned out very badly 
leaving very little over its expenses. I had a large 
lot salted at Ipswich by Dr. Morgan’s patent. I drew 
against it & had to refund £500 this year-the meat 
is in London in the hands of Messrs. I & G. Harris & 
they cannot sell it. I have this year tried a small 
lot by Manning’s patent, but all depends on whether 
the Bins in which it is packed will turn out sound. 
Every Squatter in Queensland is in straitened 
circumstance & we hardly know when to look for a 
change. Sugar growing is all the rage now & all the 
country I had on the Coast is now lost to me, by 
sugar planters. We are mustering the cattle & when 
done I will make you a proposal that I will sell my 
share to you, or if I can get an advance from the 
Bank I may buy your share. All runs within the 
settled Districts have now a very low valuation set 
on them, as any one can select on that portion
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resumed by Government. I do not think our cattle 
will muster over 2,500 if so many & I would be very 
glad if I could find a purchaser.
If the weather keeps dry & we can finish the muster 
I will write by next mail.
With our united kind regards to Mrs. Robinson.
I am
Yours very truly 
William D. White."
Letter from William D. White to George Robinson dated 
30th October, 1869:-
"Brisbane Oct.30th 1869
George Robinson Esq.,
Water St., Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
I wrote to you by the last mail enclosing a Map of
Beaudesert & you can see by that map the portion
left to us is now reduced to almost a Paddock. 
Since then I have been applied to by the Manager of 
the Joint Stock Bank here for information about the 
Stock & Run to enable him to get a Mortgage drawn 
out here for your share or interest in Beaudesert. I
told him I would sell my interest in it for £3,750,
three thousand seven hundred & fifty pounds, I wish 
you could induce the party you want to Mortgage to 
- to buy my interest in it, as my sons do not seem 
inclined to continue there - & the station is now too 
small for them. I had to abandon the Run on the 
Coast on which I kept the breeding cattle, as the 
number of Farmers & small settlers were more 
numerous than the cattle & lately have been killing 
them by wholesale - in fact about three years ago I 
was obliged to sell a large lot of young cattle for 
want of room & to enable me to meet expenses & 
send you some remittances, that is now at an end & 
the only chance is to sell all, I hope you have not 
taken too heavy an advance as the whole property
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would not bring more than from seven to eight 
thousand pounds & even at that would be difficult to 
find a buyer unless on long Credit, which I could not 
afford to give. Sugar is the rage here now & every 
available bit of land is being taken up. I heard 
yesterday that a Surveyor had received orders to 
proceed to Beaudesert to cut it up into small farms 
for sale, & when surveyed it will very soon be sold- 
& then the stock will average about thirty shillings 
per head, that is the price mixed store cattle are 
selling at now.
I hope you will be able to sell at the price you value 
it at as then my share would be worth double what I 
am willing to take for it. Squatters are now not the 
men they were a few years back they have lost their 
hold of the land & are on the decline.
Joined by Mrs. White in love to Mrs. Robinson & 
your family.
I am
Yours very truly, 
William D. White."
As to the mention of sugar as a crop it was indeed grown 
in the lower Logan and Albert Rivers and other places and 
about the Moreton Bay area. Like cotton, however, it was a 
commercial failure in that part of the colony. After these 
failures Captain Towns (and others) moved north and from him 
the present city of Townsville gained its name.
As to the agricultural aspect of cotton Mr. W. J. White 
(no known relation of the William Duckett Whites) wrote that 
"South Sea island cotton" was introduced into the Logan area 
by Captain Towns in 1863 and from 1865 the plantation was 
managed by his partner, Mr. W. T. Walker. Approximately 500 
acres were cultivated for cotton crops with a labour force 
which included 200 Kanakas. Cotton gins were erected on the 
plantation and, after baling, the cotton was hauled to Brisbane 
by bullock dray and then shipped to England. The homestead 
known as Townsvale was built about 2 miles from the site of
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the later Gleneagle railway station.21
Letter W. D. White to George Robinson dated 6th August, 
1870:-
"Lota Brisbane Aug.óth. 1870.
George Robinson Esq.,
Water St., Strand, Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
Your last letter to me pleased me very much, to the 
prospect of seeing you here, has placed matters in a 
much better position than I did expect if your affairs 
were left in the hands of agents. I think you will 
do very well here & work through all your apparent 
difficulties - the station altho nearly sold, is still 
good & there is not a better herd of cattle in the 
Colony. We have mustered & the number is three 
thousand one hundred & sixteen (3116) head, about 
one half are on Beaudesert. The resumed half of the 
Run has been sold in small farms & the farmers are 
settling on it, but still the cattle are looking well. 
I would have sent you some money before this but 
Mr. John Turner told me he had a Power of 
Attorney to receive all your portion of sales off the 
Run. I have not given him any & when you come 
out I think matters will not look so bad as they did 
some months ago.
I shall be looking for you very soon & think it the 
best step you can take for your family, as the boys 
must soon be able to help you here, 1 don’t know 
what I should have done without mine.
21 W. J. White. Article entitled "Agriculture in the 
Beaudesert District". Queensland Agricultural Journal 
1st January, 1952.
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Jane unites with me in love to Mrs. Robinson & 
family & will be glad to smooth their first 
appearance in a strange country.
Yours very truly,
William D. White.”
Letter W. D. White to George Robinson dated 10th June,
1871.
"Replied 5th.Sept.1871 
Brisbane June 10th. 1871
George Robinson Esq.,
Water St., Strand, Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
I have been expecting to hear from you for a long 
time. Matters here as regards Squatters are not 
improving in any respect, that is the Tenure on 
which we hold our Runs. Free selection is the order 
of the day. You would hardly recognise Beaudesert 
it is now nearly enclosed in farms. We have left to 
us only from the middle of the big plain up to the 
Christmas Creek. I have secured about 1200 acres 
round the House, all the remainder is sold in farms 
so that our interest is now very little.
I have paid five hundred pounds to your account into 
the Union Bank as the Manager showed me a Power 
of Attorney to receive it against your Mortgage. I 
hope soon to be able to make a further payment on 
the same account.
Now I am very anxious that you should come out 
here to arrange our affairs. They can be done much 
easier by you being here than by any letters or 
through any agent - & I am willing to bear half your 
expenses - that is I am willing to charge them 
against the Station - If you do not make the trip a 
too expensive one. I think you might easily manage 
a voyage out & back for £100 to 200 & it is well 
worth your doing so - Six months would be quite
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sufficient time for you to do it in & settle all our 
business. We have about 3,000 head of cattle to 
3,500 more or less; cattle are now worth about £3.10 
for a mixed herd & I believe if you were here we 
could arrange to pay off or at least clear you of 
your mortgage - I much fear that in another year or 
two the remainder of Beaudesert will be taken up by 
the Government. Free selection is the cry all over 
the Colony & all the coast country will be the next 
to go.
Now let me beg of you to try to come surely you 
might manage it for six months, & 1 should be 
delighted to take any arrangement in my power by 
selling off or anything we could do to clear up the 
concern. Let me hear from you by the return mail- 
as neither you or I could realise anything like the 
value of our property to sell as it is.
Joined by Mrs. White in love to all your family.
I am
Yours very truly,
William D. White.
P.S. Since writing the above I have seen the 
manager of the Union Bank, your mortgage does not 
entitle him to receive this money. I now enclose 
Bank of Australasia draft on Bank of Australasia 
London No. 2691 at sixty days sight dated June 
10th.l871, your favour for Five hundred pounds 
(£500). I will write to you by next mail with the 
second of Exchange.
If you have a son old enough would you like to put 
him on Beaudesert. If so & you brought him out we 
might arrange same."
Letter by W. D. White to George Robinson dated 19th 
December, 1872:-
124
"Brisbane Dec.l9th. 1872.
George Robinson Esq.,
Water St., Strand, Cork, Ireland.
Dear George,
I have just received yours of the 28th. Sept, nearly 
three months. I hope this will reach you in better 
time. I enclose the two Bills for £200 & 300 
respectively accepted. I shall be hard put to meet 
them, as Beaudesert is now so much cut up that I 
am obliged to fence in all the Land I have taken up. 
The whole of the plains are now occupied by farmers 
& I am going to bid for some forfeited Runs at a 
Government Land Sale in about a month from this 
date, I have applied for them to be put up for sale 
they are far North, about 120 miles inland from the 
Seaport of Townsville - it is a six months journey 
for cattle from here, but we have no choice a every 
bit of country anywhere about is now taken up by 
free selectors, all small farmers with a few head of 
cattle & Beaudesert is now reduced to nine thousand 
acres at the upper end, except about 2,000 acres 
which I have secured near the house - & I am 
obliged to move the cattle out.
Last winter was fearfully dry & we lost over three 
hundred of our best Cows from bogging in the 
waterholes & I fear losing more if I do not get them 
away soon.
We have great changes here. Ernest is married to 
Mr. Barkers eldest daughter & they have one little 
girl they are living at Nindooimbah - Compigne’s old 
station.33 Albert is at Beaudesert & we are living 
about 14 miles from Brisbane.38 Helena is with her 
husband on the Clarence & has a large family - they 
talk of coming to live in Brisbane, I wish they 
would, they are such nice children, & Jane & myself 
are now a lonely old couple but we enjoy ourselves.
33 As to Ernest’s marriage and "Nindooinbah" 
Chapter 8.
33 This is a reference to "Lota".
see
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I am busy from early morning till dark of night 
farming. I have not a white man on the place, none 
but South Sea Islanders they keep me employed. 
White man are not to be had, the Tin Miners & the 
diggings take every man that will work. 1 do hope 
you will come out, I think you will do very well here 
& I am getting very old & would like to see your 
here before my time is ended.
If I can get a Map of Beaudesert I will send it.
Joined by Jane in love to all your family.
I am
Yours very truly, 
W. D. White.
Where is James Simpson?"
Letter by W. D. White to George Robinson undated 
inserted here in what is assessed to be in its correct order.
"Dear George,
Since closing my letter I have received a notice from 
the Surveyor-General that a large portion on my run 
has been surveyed & is open for purchase, & that 
several parties have applied for portions of it under 
the Sugar regulations. I have put the station in the 
market at £3 per head if offered 2.10 I will sell, as 
I fear if I delay I will lose all.
There is to be a meeting of squatters tomorrow at 
the Club to try & come to some arrangement to 
prevent the ruinous system of Free selection being 
introduced into Queensland if such a measure 
becomes law here Squatters are ruined.
Yours truly,
William D. White."
Letter W. D. White to George Robinson dated 21st 
December, 1872:-
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"Brisbane Dec.21st. 1872.
Dear George,
I enclose you a map of Beaudesert the coloured part 
is resumed, you can see what is left is very small.
I shall apply this year for it to be re-assessed.
Hoping you will arrive safe & soon.
I remain,
Yours very truly, 
W. D. White.
George Robinson Esq., 
Water St.,
Strand, Cork, 
Ireland."
This is the last letter from W. D. White and Jane as 
George Robinson and his family shortly thereafter sold up in 
Cork and came out to Australia. Lydia Robinson records the 
events of the journey out and subsequent events of the 
Robinsons as follows:-
"The Dockyards were sold and the family sailed for 
Australia in the sailing ship "Poonah" on 19th Nov.
1873. On the trip out our Grandfather must have 
thought back many times to his former voyage in the 
"Wanderer", in 1842. The "Poonah" taking almost the 
same route. The following is a report taken from 
the Shipping Intelligence of the Melbourne Argus 
dated Monday 9th Feb. 1874:- "The ship ‘Poonah* 
which arrived on Saturday evening is a fine looking 
clipper of 1,199 tons register and has made an 
excellent run from the Lizard. She is consigned to 
Messrs. W. Crosby & Co and will discharge cargo at 
Williamstown railway pier. She left London on 
November 19th and experienced several severe gales 
from Nov. 21 until Nov. 27, on which date the 
departure from the Lizard was taken. Southerly
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gales were again experienced in the latitude of the 
Canary Islands, thence to the line light and unsteady 
winds were prevalent. The S.E. trades were fallen in 
with in Lat. 7 Deg. N, the wind keeping very 
southerly. Passed between Fernando Noronha and 
Rocas, and made the coast of Brazil 60 miles north 
of Pernambuco causing considerable detention in the 
passage. After clearing the coast of Brazil good 
winds were experienced the whole way to Cape 
Otway. The ‘Poonah’ crossed the equator Dec. 20th, 
passed the meridian of Cape of Good Hope Jan. 13 & 
signalled Cape Otway at 7 A.M. Feb 6 & entered 
Port Phillip Heads at 5 P.M. on the same day.
Auntie Nannie often spoke of this trip of nearly 
three months, of the time they were becalmed & how 
cramped they were. ‘Ma Ma, Aunt Francis, Huldah & 
I slept in one cabin, Anthony & Freddie in a cabin 
off the hold, Pa Pa in the Captains quarters*. She 
always ended the story with - ‘We were delighted to
get off the ship at Williamstown*. Capt. J. E.
Hillman was an amateur artist and during the voyage 
out did a small painting of the ‘Poonah’ which he 
presented to our Grandmother. When she left 
‘Wooroora’ she gave it to Mother. When we look at 
the painting of this vessel hanging on Mother’s
bedroom wall, one wonders how 15 passengers (9 
cabin class & 6 in second cabin) plus their luggage 
and worldly belongings (the furniture of those days 
was very large) the crew and the large cargo
mentioned as discharged in the Argus of the same 
date, all fitted in. No wonder Auntie Nannie, a girl 
of 8 years remembers how cramped they were.
It is most interesting to find that records of the 
ships and lists of passengers of those early days are 
being kept at the Public Library in Melbourne, also 
the old copies of the Argus. A photostat copy of 
the Argus of 9th February 1874 also shows the 
following:- ‘Poonah’ Ship 1199 tons. J. F. Hillman, 
from London November 19th and Lizard 27th. 
Passengers Cabin Mr. & Mrs. Robinson and family 
(four) Miss Abbott, Messrs Wass & Turner and 6 
second cabin. W. Crosby & Co. Agents.*
After several days in Melbourne the Robinson family 
continued their voyage to Brisbane by "S.S.
128
Dandenong" 575 tons on 13th Feb. 1874.
The photostat copy of the Argus dated 14th Feb. 
1874, Shipping Intelligence has the following:- 
‘Cleared out Feb. 13 Dandenong S.S. 575 tons. S. H. 
Lapthorne for Sydney. Passengers saloon, Mrs. 
Hurstwick & child, Master Hurstwick, Mrs. Wilson, 
Mrs. Hardwick, Mrs. Wingate, Mr. Morrish & family, 
Mrs. Robinson, Miss Georgina Wingate, Miss Butler, 
Miss C. Townsend, Misses Robinson, Miss Abbott, 
Miss Thorne, Miss Lee, Miss Bradway, Mrs. Reid & 
child, Mrs. Read, Mrs. Seal, Messrs Creighton, 
Wingate, Morrish, J. Morrish, J. H. & G. Wingate, 
Capt. Jenkins, Mr. Reid, Mr. A. Hay, Robinson, 
master Robinson, T. Lyons, T. Warren, Mackay, 
Gressner, Mossman, Robinson, R. £. Johnson, J. 
Johnson & 42 steerage. Wm. Howard Smith Agents/
They were met on arrival in Brisbane by William 
White. They stayed at Tobten House during their 
time in Brisbane while arrangements were made to 
hire a wagonette to take the family to Beaudesert. 
William White took Aunt Francis with him in the 
buggy. The First night was spent at Browns Plains 
and then on to Beaudesert.
By the time of arrival of George Robinson and his 
family the attractiveness of the Beaudesert area for 
pioneer grazing had passed. Smaller holdings were 
then in vogue and the days of large holdings in the 
area were over. For this reason graziers, including 
the Whites and the Robinsons, looked for land 
further north."
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CHAPTER. ó
OTHER CATTLE RUNS IN THE SOUTH-EAST 
INCLUDING SOUTHPORT AREA
The full details of W. D. White’s leases, either alone or in 
partnership with others are difficult to trace. The runs named 
Tubber, Pimpama, Murry Jerry, Beaudesert and Coombaba are 
mentioned in W. D. White’s letter to his partner George 
Robinson dated 16th February, 1865 so it is a reasonable 
inference that these are all of the runs in the partnership. A 
deed of mortgage dated 23rd October, 1868 shows that the 
Bank of Australasia loaned 4,000 pounds to W. D. White of 
Tingalpa and Ernest White of Beaudesert, trading under the 
name of W. D. White and Son, on the security of 3,303 cattle 
depastured on the runs of Murray Jerry, Coombaba, Beaudesert, 
Nindooinbah, and Kerry.1
According to a paper prepared by Mrs. K. A. Mylne 
(Kitty) the Lands Office Records, Brisbane mentions the 
following details concerning land leases by the Whites in their 
several combinations as the runs of "Tubber", "Pimpamah", 
"Cumboomba", "Murry Jerry", "Beaudesert", a New Lease and a 
Tweed Heads run.2 Some of the details were incorrect but it, 
together with other material, was the basis for searches into 
the names of runs, and outstations of runs, in which W. D. 
White had an interest.
The situation with pastoral leases was dynamic and there 
were frequent changes of ownership of leases and this became 
compounded by leases being thrown open for selection at which 
stage the lessee often exercised his right of pre-emptive 
selection to buy a proportion of the lease. Other selectors 
then bought other parts of the lease and the lessee then 
forfeited the balance as being uneconomic.
The "Beaudesert" run has been dealt with in Chapters 3 
and 4 and the "Nindooinbah", "Kerry" and "Sarabah" runs are 
dealt with in Chapter 8. The Nindooinbah run was adjacent to 
"Kerry" and "Sarabah", all being on the Albert River, up river 
from "Tabragalba" and separated by the Jembracken Range from
i
2
Letter Queensland State Librarian, J. L. Stapleton to 
Miss L. E. Robinson dated 17 March 1967. 
Unpublished. Copy held by author.
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"Beau Desert. (It was on the Logan River, the adjacent valley 
to the west).3 In 1868 Robert Towns consolidated the runs of 
Kerry, Sarabah, Nindooinbah North and Nindooinbah South 
under the provisions of the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
1868 (31 Viet. 46).4 It is convenient to deal with the names of 
runs separately.
"DUNGOGIE"
This was Run No. 5 in the Moreton Bay district and was 
granted to Alfred William Compigne by N.S.W. Government 
Gazette of 5th March, 1852.5 It comprised an area of 21 
square miles with an estimated grazing capacity of 500 head of 
cattle, with a rent of £10.0.0 per annum. Its limits were:-
"Bounded on the north by a line running parallel 
with the River Perry (Tallebudgera)6 and two miles 
south of that river and nine miles long; on the west 
by steep ridges joining the McPherson Range, two 
miles long; and on the east by a line joining the 
northern boundary; three miles from the coast."7
An area two miles either side of the Tallebudgera River 
and the Nerang River, then known as the Barrow River, and a 
three mile strip along the ocean coastline were all kept as 
government areas and not leased.8 In September 1853 
Dungogie, together with runs, was transferred to W. D. White. 
It was "handed over" by Compigne to White, "with consent of 
Government".9
8 Survey Map of the area (c.1870).
4 Memo by Ms. L. McGregor, Assistant Archivist, 
enclosed with letter by P. D. Wilson, Archivist, to 
Miss Carolyn Glynn-Connolly dated 21st November, 
1974 (Ref. M173.498/219).
5 p.387.
6 The name of the river was later changed to Tallebudgera.
7 N.S.W. Government Gazette 30th July, 1852 p.1228. 
See also "Diaries and Daydreams. The Mudgeeraba 
Story" by Robyn Burrows 1989; and "Settlement and 
Development of Queensland’s Gold Coast to 1889" by 
Robert Longhurst (John Oxley Library) pp. 629.
8 Ibid.
9 Letter by M E. L. Burrows, Surveyor, to Charles H. 
Fawcett Esq., J.P., dated 1 November, 1959.
W. D. WHITE 
3 CATTLE RU NS  
GOLD COAST AREA
“Dungogie”, “Murry Jerry” and “Tubber” Runs
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"MURRY JERRY"
This was Run No.6 in the Moreton Bay district and was 
issued on 26th March, 1852 to Alfred William Compigne, by 
N.S.W. Government Gazette of 30th March, 1852.10 It 
comprised an area of 20 to 25 square miles, had an estimated 
grazing capacity of 600 head of cattle and attracted a rental of 
£10.0.0 per annum. Its limits were:
"Bounded on the north by a line running parallel 
with the River Barrow (Nerang) and two miles south 
of that river; on the west by a chain of steep 
ridges and dense scrub four miles in length; on the 
south by a line parrallel with the River Perry 
(Tallebudgera) six miles long and two miles north of 
the said river; on the east by a line running north 
to meet the northern boundary."
It can be seen from these limits that the Murry Jerry 
run ran between the Tallebudgera and the Nerang Rivers inland 
from 3 miles from the coast for about 6 miles. This run, too, 
was transferred to W. D. White in September, 1853.* 11
In 1868 W. D. White was granted 196 acres pre-emptive 
selection of the run, which land ran from the present Tallai 
Road northwards to Worongary Creek.12 (The area may have 
been 200 acres).13 Murry Jerry and Tubber runs were 
officially opened for selection in April, 186914 and by July of 
that year W. D. White wrote that "there are hundreds of people 
on that Country (on the Coast), where five years ago you 
never met a man but the stockman".16
10 p.536. See also N.S.W. Gazettes No. 80 of 11th 
August, 1852 p. 1228 and No. 105 of 30th September, 
1853 p.1693.
11 Robyn Burrows and Robert Longhurst, supra.
12 Robyn Burrows, supra; see also Supplement to the 
Qld. Government Gazette of 13 March 1869, published 
19 March 1869 and Supplement to Qld. Government 
Gazette of 5 march 1870, published 11 March 1870.
13 Robert Longhurst, supra.
14 Ibid, and Queensland Government Gazette Vol. X No. 
28 3 April, 1869 p.425.
16 Letter dated 10 July 1869.
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This was a run in the Moretón Bay district and W. D. 
White was the original lessee, having made a demand for lease 
dated 11th August, 1852.16 The description is as follows:-
"Commencing at the first section of the 28th parallel 
of south latitude with the left bank of the river 
Barrow (Nerang) and bounded on the SE by that 
river upwards south-westerly 7 miles to a marked 
gum tree at the mouth of the Bungadhul Creek; on 
the south by a line bearing west 2 miles to a 
scrubby range; on the west by that range northerly 
to the 28th parallel of south latitude; and on the 
north by that parallel east 7 miles to the left bank 
of the river Barrow at the point of
commencement."17
A tender dated 6th June, 1859 was received from W. D. 
White, which was accepted 28th May, 1860. The lease was for 
16,000 acres from 22nd June, 1860 for 8 years at £58.0.0 p.a.18 
The area was thrown open to selection on 3rd April, 1869. 
White had written asking for the land not to be included under 
the Act, but without success, so he did not pay the rent due 
4th November, 1869 and the lease was forfeited 1st January, 
1870.19
The word "Tubber" is probably a derivation or conception 
of the Irish area of "Tober" or "Tobar" - this being the Erse 
spelling. Walter White, William’s grand-father, had estates in 
Ireland at Tober.
16 Register of demands for leases C.1S48-C.1868. Run 
Book 1. CLO/13 p.8 no. 7.
17 Ref. Report to the Survey Department 69.2567.
18 Tabular register of lands open for the selection of
pastoral runs and tenders received March 1855- 
November 1859. (CLO/11 fol. 127 tender no. 71).
Queensland Government Gazette Vol. X No. 28 3 
April, 1869 p.425. (This has a description of 
"Tubber" and "Murry Jerry" runs).
19 Register of runs under Act 31 Viet. 46 July 1868- 
July 1878. Moreton District (LAN/N15 fol. 43).
W. D. WHITEPIMP AMA & CUMBOOMBA 
RUNS
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PIMPAMA
This run, spelled "Pimpana", was leased by W. D. White 
from 1st January, 1867 (for 5 years) at a rental of £80.0.0 p.a., 
it comprising 20,000 acres. It was thrown open for selection 
on 3rd April, 1869, the rent was not paid on 4th November, 
1869 so the lease was forfeited on 1st January, 1870. (It was 
the practice not to pay the rent if the lessee no longer wished 
to keep the run). The Queensland State Archives file contains 
references to letters from W. D. White regarding opening the 
area for selection and then trying to withdraw it (as it does in 
relation to "Cumboomba").20
In 1868 W. D. White was granted pre-emptive selection of 
part of it.21 The area of pre-emptive selection for the 
Pimpama and "Coombabah" runs was 1,270 acres.22 W. D. 
White had a hut, for his stockman, at Pimpama,23 the exact 
date of the establishment of the hut and stockyards is unknown 
but estimated to be in the early 1850s.24 A Pimpama 
homestead was built there several years later near the south 
bank of the Pimpama River, below its junction with Holtham 
Creek (then called Dick Smith's creek).25 One of the early 
employees at the outstation at Pimpama was John Watkins, a 
former R.N. marine who had served in the China War, who 
came to the area and was employed by W. D. White at the 
outstation. Later he was one of the early settlers of the 
township, which was established on the banks of Holtham Creek 
in 1863.26
20 The description of the Pimpama run was Sections 17- 
T8, 25-27, 42-44, 51-53, 68-69, 78-79, 98-99, 106-108, 
138-141, 145-148, 179-182, 188, part 189, County of 
Ward. (Ref. Report to the Survey Department 
69.2567). Register of Runs under Act 31 Viet. 46 
July 1868 -July 1878 Moreton District (LAN/N15 fol. 
44). Qld. Government Gazette 3rd April, 1869, p.426.
21 Robyn Burrows, supra; see also Supplement to the 
Qld. Government Gazette of 13 March 1869, published 
19 March 1869; and Supplement to Qld. Government 
Gazette of 5 March 1870, published 11 March 1870.
22 Robert Longhurst, supra, p. 12.
28 H. Holthouse "Illustrated History of the Gold Coast" 
Reed 1982. Ch. 3 "The Big Runs".
24 "Pimpama - Its Origin and Early History" p.3.
25 Ibid.
26 Ibid.
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The name "Pimpama" is of Aboriginal origin meaning 
"place of soldier birds" or "place of marine larks" or "place of 
many birds" (Bim Bim Ba).27
CUMBOOMBA
This run rejoiced under a number of spellings but it seems 
likely they all refer to the same land. W. D. White leased it, 
an area of 20,000 acres, on 11th July, 1867 for a rent of 
£68.13.4 p.a. It was thrown open for selection so W. D. White 
appears not to have wished to keep the lease, except for that 
part which he purchased, as the rent on the lease went unpaid 
on 27th October, 1869 and so it was forfeited on 1st January, 
1870.28
In 1868 W. D. White was granted pre-emptive selection of 
part of this run.29 A hut (Wardley’s) stood near the present 
site of Coombabah.30 The "Coombabah" run took in much of 
the later area of the Southport,31 and the whole of the area 
between Southport and Labrador, or Nerang Heads as it was 
then called.32 The area of the pre-emptive selection of the 
Pimpama and Coombaba runs was 1,270 acres.33
MUPGEERABA
The remains of stockyards and a hut stood for many years
27 Ibid.
28 The description of the run was Sections 223-226, 
230-233, 277-280, 284-287, 345-348, 354-357, 418-421, 
429, 431-432, 491; County of Ward. (Ref. Report to 
the Survey Department 69.2567). Register of Runs 
under Act 31 Viet. 46 July 1868 - July 1878. Moreton 
District. (LAN/N15 fol. 45). Qld. Government 
Gazette of 3rd April, 1869 p.426.
29 Supplement to the Qld. Government Gazette of 13th 
March, 1869, published 19th March, 1869, and 
Supplement to Qld. Government Gazette of 5th 
March, 1870, published 11th March, 1870.
30 Robyn Burrows, supra; H. Holthouse "Illustrated 
History of the Gold Coast". Reed. 1982. Ch.3.
31 Robert Longhurst, supra, p.7.
32 H. Holthouse, supra, Ch.5 "Camping at the Heads".
33 Robert Longhurst, supra, p.12.
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near the present site of Mudgeeraba.84 At one time it was a 
stopping place for Cobb & Co. and the area was at one time 
owned by Rudd and more lately by Kearney.86 This was . the 
Murry Jerry run.
TALLEBUDGERA
The remains of stockyards and a hut stood for many years 
near the present site of Tallebudgera.86 This was also possibly 
only an outstation.
WORONGARRY
The remains of stockyards and huts stood for many 
years.87 A hut (George Green’s) was located near the present 
site of Worongary.88 Again, this was probably an outstation 
only and not a separate run.
NERANG RUN AND SOUTHPORT TOWNSHIP
Huts (William Richter’s) were located near the present site 
of Nerang.89
In his letter to George Robinson of 18th March, 1856 W. 
D. White wrote:-
"I have formed two good stations on the Coast, 
about 30 to 40 miles from here. The breeding
station will carry about 6,000 head ... The heifer 
station is hardly yet completed."
The first building on the site of the future town of 
Southport was a small outstation built on the hill overlooking 
the Broadwater where the Star of the Sea Convent stands,
34 Robyn Burrows, supra.
85 Unknown publication, p.5.
86 Robyn Burrows, supra; H. Holthouse "Illustrated
History of the Gold Coast" Reed. 1982. Ch.3 "The Big 
Runs".
37 Robyn Burrows, supra; H. Holthouse "Illustrated
History of the Gold Coast". Reed. 1982. Ch.3.
38 Ibid.
39 Robyn Burrows, supra; H. Holthouse "Illustrated
History of the Gold Coast". Reed. 1982. Chap.3.
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about 200 metres to the north of Nerang Street.40 
As to Nerang:
"The survey of Nerang township, with the plotting of 
streets, was completed on 12th June, 1865, by 
Surveyor Martin Lavelle, and the streets were named 
to fit into the pattern of local identity and industry: 
there were Price, Cotton, Martin, White, Lavelle,
Ferry, Hill and Short Streets, the first two 
honouring the manager of the cotton company and 
the industry, Martin and Lavelle stood for the 
surveyor, White for William Duckett White, the 
squatter whose Run extended over the Nerang 
country; Ferry, Hill and Short Streets were 
topographical designations.
The first sale of township lands took place in 
Brisbane on 26th September, 1866 ..."41
As to the Southport township it was surveyed by G. L. 
Pratten and the first allotments were offered for sale by 
auction in Beenleigh on 20th December, 1874. No blocks were 
then sold but 22 one acre sites were sold on the subsequent 
auction on 20th April, 187 5.42 As mentioned above one of the 
early Southport streets is named White Street, after W. D. 
White.
A map from the Surveyor General's Office, Brisbane dated 
1887 shows W. D. White owned two blocks of 80 acres (Portion 
52) and 112 acres (Portion 53) respectively immediately to the 
south-west of the then subdivided area of the Southport 
township (near the site of the present Gold Coast hospital). 
The map also shows W. D. White owned a 320 acre block 
several miles to the west, and Ernest White held the adjoining 
blocks of 640, 400 and 240 acres respectively, some miles to 
the north-east of Southport. (Ernest had died in 1884 so by 
the date of the map it would have formed part of his estate).
There is a survey plan for a sub-division of Portions 52
40 H. Holthouse, Ibid. It has been said that W. D. 
White donated this land, or part of it, for the Convent.
41 E. Keane "Gold Coast. The Story of the Gold Coast 
of Queensland and the Hinterland". (Oswald Ziegler 
Publications Pty. Ltd.) 1958 p.44.
42 Ibid, p.82.
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and 5 3 43 by W. D. White. The sub-division was on the edge of 
a rapidly expanding Southport township so it had the potential 
for a profitable venture.
TWEED RIVER AREA
The Tweed river area was regarded as worthless for 
grazing purposes and so remained a timber district until the 
early 1860s,44 when the pressure on grazing land gradually 
opened it up. The first timber license, costing £6.0.0 was 
issued in Grafton in 1851, although there was earlier timber 
getting there and in fact, two timber getters were murdered by 
natives there on 4th June, 1846.45
W. D. White may have had an interest in timber getting in 
the Tweed River area as his letter to George Robinson of 5th 
March 1853 states:
"Getting these men to work on the Tweed has 
softened my temper ...Don’t forget the Revolvers. I 
have to travel through a curious country to the 
Tweed, & I want them for protection...".
However there is no indication that W. D. White regarded 
himself as other than a cattleman at that stage so perhaps he 
was running cattle there, perhaps without a pastoral lease. In 
that same letter W. D. White wrote that he had:-
"... taken up four stations, on the coast from the 
Logan to the Tweed, & have been very busy among 
them these 12 months, but owing to the scarcity of 
labour, I have only last week succeeded in getting 
fences on one of the stations, which I am forming 
for a Heifer run. Two others I intend for breeder 
stations, & Beaudesert for a Bullock run."
43 Survey Plan W.31.590 by G. L. Pratten dated 1873. 
Held by the Museum of Mapping and Surveying, Dept, 
of Geographic Information, Brisbane.
44 Robert Longhurst, supra, p.6.
45 Ibid.
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CHAPTER 7
END OF "BEAUDESERT" STATION
BEGINNING OF BEAUDESERT TOWN 1874 ONWARDS
The question of land tenure, which the Queensland 
Parliament had addressed in its first session (1860) was 
further addressed from time to time. This legislation is well 
summarised in the book "Our First Half-Century" as follows:-
"In 1869 the Pastoral Leases Act was passed by the 
Lilley Government, and gave the lessees in the 
unsettled districts a better tenure than they had 
before enjoyed - 21 years in respect of new country 
and renewed leases, and 14 years in the case of 
existing leases, with septennial automatic 
reappraisements of rent in all instances. The Liberal 
members of the Assembly assented to a pre-emptive 
purchase clause in this Act by which a lessee was 
empowered to purchase on his run without
competition an area of 2,560 acres, containing 
permanent improvements made by him, at the price 
of 10s. per acre. But it was only discovered by 
many members after the Act had become law that a 
run might mean a block of 25 square miles, and that 
a lessee with a dozen blocks could secure strategic 
freeholds in as many different parts of his holding. 
However, the provision remained unaltered until in 
1884 the Minister for Lands in the Griffith Ministry 
(Mr. Charles Boydell Dutton) refused to sanction 
further purchases of the kind and during the same 
year endeavoured to sweep away the privilege by 
new legislation. Parliament, however, refused to 
repeal the provision, and would only consent to 
withhold the privilege of pre-emption in respect of 
leases acquired after the passage of the Land Act of 
1884. Altogether 363 pre-emptive selections in 
respect of as many runs were made. By the Act of 
1868 the pastoral lessees in the settled districts had 
also been granted ten years’ leases for the 
unresumed halves of their runs; but in both cases the 
Minister was empowered to resume part of any run 
on giving six months’ notice.
The Homestead Areas Act of 1872 provided for the 
setting apart of special areas as ‘homestead areas’,
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to be exclusively settled as homestead selections, or 
selections taken up by virtue of land orders issued 
under the Immigration Act of 1869. A departure 
from the generally accepted principle of ‘homestead* 
settlement - that the land is granted at a nominal 
price in consideration of the selector personally 
residing on it - was made in providing for increased 
areas up to 320 acres at conditional purchase prices. 
This anomaly was corrected by the Act of 1876, 
which styled such larger homesteads ‘Conditional 
purchases in homestead areas’.
In 1876 Mr. Douglas, as Mr. Thorn’s Minister for 
Lands, introduced an amending and consolidating 
Land Bill, repealing all existing alienation Acts. 
Extended powers were given to Land Commissioners 
to expedite settlement. Monthly Commissioners’ 
Courts were provided for, but no decision of a 
Commissioner’s Court, except in case of certificates 
of performance of conditions, was to be final until 
confirmed by the Minister. The most noteworthy 
provision reduced the maximum area that one person 
might select. The area conditionally selectable by 
one person was made not less than 40 acres nor 
more than 5,120 acres. The Act declared all leased 
land reverting to the Crown on the Darling Downs to 
be homestead areas, and empowered the Government 
to establish such areas elsewhere. Within these 
areas conditional purchase selections were restricted 
to 1,280 acres and homesteads to 80 acres. Personal 
and continuous residence by the selector was made 
compulsory, and, before the fee-simple could be 
acquired, permanent improvements to the value of 
10s. per acre were required to be made. A 
homestead was protected against claims for debt. A 
Settled Districts Pastoral Leases Bill also became law 
this year, providing that on the expiration of the 
ten years* leases then held runs should be offered at 
auction on a five years* lease at a rental of not less 
than £2 per square mile, an outgoing lessee being 
allowed six months’ grace in which to remove his 
stock. In 1882 the Act of 1876 was amended so as 
to abolish the sale of runs by auction unless when 
there was no application for re-lease by the existing 
lessee, and lessees under the Act of 1876 were given 
the right to an extension of their leases for a period 
of ten years instead of five years. The rent,
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however, was to be subject to appraisement.
The next great land measure was the Griffith-Dutton 
Act of 1884. Its main features were the abolition of 
the pre-emptive rights of pastoral lessees; the 
creation of a Land Board consisting of two members 
- an independent tribunal acting like Judges of the 
Supreme Court, and, like the Judges, holding office 
during good behaviour; and the introduction of the 
leasehold tenure in connection with grazing and 
agricultural farms. The object of the Government 
was to bring about close settlement. As it was 
recognised that it was not feasible at that time to 
devote the lands of Western Queensland to 
agriculture, provision was made for the gradual 
substitution of a smaller class of graziers for the 
pastoral lessees with their many hundreds of square 
miles of territory. Accordingly inducements, by way 
of fixity of tenure and compensation for 
improvements, were offered to pastoral tenants to 
surrender their existing leases and bring their 
holdings under the Act. The Crown was thereupon 
entitled to resume one-half, one-third, or one-fourth 
of such holdings, the proportion varying inversely 
with the length of time the leases had to run. 
These resumed areas were then divided into smaller 
holdings called ‘grazing farms*, the maximum area 
being 20,000 acres, which were to be opened to 
selection on a thirty years* lease, with periodical 
reappraisements of rent by the Land Board. It was 
believed that the lessees of these smaller holdings 
would so improve the country that its carrying 
capacity would be greatly increased, and the Crown 
would derive a larger revenue from its pastoral 
lands, whilst at the expiration of the leases 
agricultural settlement might be possible. The 
success of grazing farm system has amply justified 
the expectations of the framers of the Act. The 
leasehold principle was also applied to agricultural 
farms, the maximum area of which was fixed at 
1,280 acres, with a fifty years* tenure, but the 
selector was given the right to acquire a freehold 
after ten years* (later reduced to five years) 
personal occupation. Although dropping the name of 
‘homestead*, the Act maintained the homestead 
principle by providing for the freeholding of 
agricultural farms not exceeding 160 acres in area at
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2s. 6d. per acre after five years* personal residence 
by the selector. The Act, which practically 
superseded the Pastoral Leases Act of 1869, 
continued the right of pastoral lessees to depasture 
their stock on the resumed areas until they were 
required for closer settlement."1
The old Beaudesert run was gradually reduced with closer 
selection and W. D. White and G. Robinson pre-emptively 
selected the areas around the homestead. On 4th March, 1869 
W. D. White applied for Selection 287 comprised of 565 acres, 
Pre-emptive Portion 1, as a pre-emptive selection.2 This was 
officially granted by Deed dated 31st March, 1870. On the 
same date George Robinson, who had not then re-arrived in the 
colony, applied for 560 acres of Selection 287, Brisbane 
District, Portion 2. His title deed, dated 4th October, 1878, 
reveals that it was a pre-emptive selection pursuant to s.14 of 
The Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1868, and that he paid £260 
for it. The area was bounded by the Logan River in the west, 
Portion 1 in the south. On the east its boundaries were about 
60 metres to the east of where Brisbane Street now runs in 
Beaudesert town. (In 1879, when the land was owned by 
Ernest White, 10 acres was resumed for roadway subsequently 
named Brisbane Street, Kerry Road and Mt. Lindsay Highway). 
It seems, therefore, that William and George split up the 
Beaudesert run and William exercised his pre-emptive right to 
buy the southern portion, which included the homestead, and 
George did likewise to buy the northern portion. (The 
northern portion had a full length southern extension on the 
eastern end. On this eastern portion most of the early 
township of Beaudesert later came to be built after Ernest 
White bought and subdivided it).
The purchase of the Beaudesert station selection was not 
the only land acquisition by the Whites and the Robinsons. W. 
D. White had also applied for Selection 1038, comprised of 
4,094 acres on 1st July, 1870 (officially granted in July 1879). 
On 11th August, 1874 George applied for Selection 2247, 
comprised of 2,180 acres (officially granted on 31st March,
"Our First Half-Century" 1909. Queensland 
Government Printer pp. 58-61.
The Supplement to the Qld. Government Gazette of 
5th March, 1870 published 11th March, 1870 records 
that the application for the 565 acres was made by 
"White and Robinson".
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1875). On 25th August, 1874 Ernest White applied for Selection 
2257, comprised of 826 acres.
Portion 1 of the old Beaudesert station run, the 565 acres 
selected by William, had improvements valued at £283, which 
included fencing, clearing and 6 acres of cultivation. The 
Beaudesert homestead was on this block. It was sold to George 
Robinson on 22nd April, 1875. This is probably the date of 
registration of transfer on the Certificate of Title. It can be 
concluded, therefore, that by April 1875 William had sold all of 
his interest in the remaining area of Beaudesert station to his 
cousin George. (In 1877 2 acres were resumed from Selection 
287 for road purposes, presumably for what is now Bromelton 
Street and Boonah Road).3
In, June 1876 William transferred Selection 1038, comprised 
of 4,094 acres, to George. Improvements were valued in March 
1876 at £27 for trees having been burnt off over 180 acres and 
£162/10/- shillings for wire fencing and gates.
Ernest White was also active in land selections. On 11th 
August, 1873 he successfully applied for Selection 1911, 120 
acres, and he also successfully applied for Selection 2257, 826 
acres, on 25th August, 1874. In April 1877 Ernest White 
successfully applied for Selection 1817, 680 acres. He spent 
over £241 on improvements on this land, including 10 for a 
slab hut.
The Whites relinquished their interests to George Robinson 
over the years 1877-1879. Ernest transferred to him Selection 
1911 on 29th November 1877, Selection 1817 on 9th October, 
1877, and Selection 2257 on 29th November, 1877. William 
transferred to George Selection 1038 in 1876 and Selection 1182 
in 1879. For his part George had also taken over Selection 
2214, 364 acres, from Margaret Woods, on 24th October, 1878 
and other selections. It seems his family found living on the
For these details of land dealings 1869-1886 I have 
relied on a letter from the State Librarian, J. G. 
Stapleton, to Miss L. E. Robinson dated 17th March 
1967; copies of Title Deeds and notes supplied by 
Mrs. Margaret Barry, Archivist, Beaudesert 
Historical Society and Survey Plans lodged in the 
Surveyor-General’s Office, New South Wales, supplied 
by Queensland Department of Geographic Information 
(Sunmap Centre), Brisbane.
W. D. White’s pre-emptive selection o f  Beaudesert Run
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Beaudesert station inconvenient so they moved further to the 
west, about 11 miles along the Rathdowney Road, to a selection 
they called "Yellow Holes". Part of it was later called Lara 
station, possibly from about 1882. The township of Lara vale 
now stands there. Another part of it became "Jelbyn"; (owned 
by Mr. H. Bruxner and Mrs. Bruxncr, nee Collins).4
In or about 1882-1883 George sold many of his selections 
to Robert Alexander Boyd. (Selections 2247, 2,180 acres; 2586, 
320 acres; 2214, 364 acres; 2217, 317 acres). However life at 
the "Yellow Holes" was not satisfactory to the Robinsons. 
They resolved to move to north Queensland and in 1883 bought 
the leases for "Ramleh" and "Ismalia", North Kennedy.5 The 
family moved back into Beaudesert homestead on an uncertain 
date but possibly 1885. George was unable to sell it. They 
left Beaudesert and leased the homestead. Lessees included Mr. 
C. J. Warner, land surveyor, and the Launders family.6
Ernest White bought two areas of land from George 
Robinson, registered 31st August, 1882. They were Subdivision 
4 of Portion 2, 18 acres 1 rood, and another part of Portion 2, 
of 183 acres 2 roods. The first part Ernest cut up and sold to 
about 13 different persons and the second part he cut up into 
about 40 blocks. He sold some portions and, after his death, 
his executors and trustees sold the balance on behalf of his 
estate. (His executors are recorded as Frederick Hamilton 
Hart, Arthur Anthony Robinson (W. D. White’s nephew), and 
Eaglesfield Bradshaw Barker (Ernest’s brother-in-law)). Ernest 
also cut up and sold other land for blocks for the township of 
Beaudesert
These sub-divisions and sale gave rise to an anomaly 
concerning the genesis of the Beaudesert township. Because 
they were sub-divisions done by a private person, and not done 
by the crown, there was no official gazettal of the town. It 
just gradually came into being. In later years it was officially 
gazetted and regularised but its establishment was unusual. In 
1885-1886 Beaudesert was still described as a "private town" 
with a population of twenty-five, although there was by then a
4 Notes by Mrs. Margaret Barry, Archivist, Beaudesert 
Historical Society, 1989.
5 Ibid.
6 Detail concerning the Robinsons taken from Lydia E. 
Robinson, Ibid, pp.27-31.
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row of shops in the main street.7 The railway was extended to 
Beaudesert in 1888 and this was a considerable impetus to the 
development of the town.8
Some of the sub-division by Ernest gave rise to notable 
characteristics of Beaudesert. Several sales were to Thomas 
Brayford, who established the first store. Some sales were to 
C. J. Warner, the land surveyor and some time occupant of 
Beaudesert homestead in the 1880’s.9 The survey plans for 
1879-1883 for these subdivisions still exist. They were done by 
C. J. Warner.10
Who occupied the Beaudesert homestead in the 1870’s and 
1880’s is not entirely settled. From the time of Ernest’s
marriage, in 1871, he and Anna seem to have lived at 
"Nindooinbah" so probably they did not occupy it. George 
Robinson, his wife, Huldah Nicholson Robinson, and their 
children lived there from their arrival in February 1874 until 
they moved to the "Yellow Holes", on 3rd September, 1874.* 11 
George lived at "Yellow Holes" until 14th March, 1882. The 
details of occupation of Beaudesert homestead over these years 
of 1874 to 1882 are not known fully. For some or all of this 
period it is known, however, that it was leased to C. J. 
Warner, the well-known surveyor.12
In 1883 Mr. James Launders* parents moved to Beaudesert 
and leased Beaudesert homestead, by then it having been 
bought by Ernest White. The Launder family bought the land 
surrounding the homestead but built a new house on the land. 
(This site is opposite the present Bowling Club in Hopkins 
Street, and near the present Flood family milking shed on the 
eastern ridge of the lagoon).18
"Jim’s parents moved into the Beaudesert district in
1883 from Flagstone (near Ipswich) where Mr.
7 Kathleen Nutting "Then and Now. The Story of 
Beaudesert 1874-1974".
8 Ibid.
9 Notes by Mrs. Margaret Barry, Archivist, Beaudesert 
Historical Society 1989.
10 Ibid.
11 Lydia E. Robinson, Ibid.
12 Ibid.
13 Obituary James Launder. "Beaudesert Times" 9th 
September, 1961.
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Launder was engaged on Undullah Station, then 
owned by a Mr. Elliot. Upon their arrival Jim’s 
father leased part of the old Beaudesert homestead 
which was owned by Mr. Ernest White. In 1885, Jim 
was born to the happy parents. The year 1887 was 
indeed black for the family, for in the great flood 
they lost everything - all their stock except for one 
horse, and all their belongings.
After the flood, the part of the property upon which 
the family was housed was cut up and sold, Jim’s 
parents buying the portion surrounding the 
homestead. They later built a home opposite where 
the Beaudesert Bowling Club’s greens now are 
situated.
At this time, a camp of half-civilised aborigines 
stood nearby upon the present site of the old school 
house in St. Mary’s Convent grounds. The homestead 
of the Beaudesert property had been built 
incorporating iron bars and wooden shutters at all 
windows because of the fear of trouble from the 
camp. At night, it was felt unsafe to burn lights 
and a wary eye was kept on the aborigines during 
the daylight hours."14
Mr. James Launder later sold the property to Mr. Henry 
Stuart.16 The homestead was pulled down by Messrs. William 
Platell and Stan Balmer about 1889 and much of the timber was 
used in the construction of the first Beaudesert creamery, for 
the Howes Brothers. (This was not the Beaudesert Butter 
Factory, which was erected in 1899).16
The stockyards were to the east of Spring Creek, where 
the Queensland National Bank was later built.17 Ernest White 
had large cattle yards, probably the same ones where
14 Newspaper cutting dated 19th September, 1961. 
Newspaper unknown.
15 Ibid.
16 Notes by Mrs. Margaret Barry, Ibid. Also obituary 
of Mr. James Launder of 19th September, 1961, 
Obituary of Mr. William Platell, both with letter of 
Mrs. Margaret Barry dated 29th November, 1989.
17 Beaudesert Times 3rd December, 1943. Article 
entitled "Beaudesert 67 years ago" by E. W. Hill.
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Holdgates Store came to be built (in 1934).18
There was a camp of Aborigines near the old homestead 
in the 1870's and 1880's. It was towards Spring Creek from 
the homestead, on which site the St. Mary's Convent grounds 
now occupy.19 The Yargarabul and the Wangerriburra tribes 
occupied the Logan and Albert River areas. They were "a 
contented people and though numerous, were far less warlike 
than many of the neighbouring tribes".20 Johnny Allen, 
"Ballum", was a life long companion of Mr. R. M Collins. He 
was born at "Tabragalba" about 1851 and died at "Nindooinbah" 
in 1913.21 Neville Bonner, a former Senator, is a prominent 
descendant of the Beaudesert Aboriginal people.
Anthony Arthur Robinson went on to play an active part 
in affairs. He had arrived in Australia in 1859 and went to 
live at Beaudesert station with his relatives (W. D. White and 
George Robinson). He and Ernest were contemporaries and 
later they became partners in Helensvale sugar plantation on 
the Coomera River. (Helensvale is named after Helena 
White).22 Arthur Robinson built the cutter, named "Lorna 
Doone" later under the charge of John Siganto, to carry the 
sugar to Brisbane. In his later years "old A.A.R.", as he was 
known, played a founding part in, and was a director of, the 
Beaudesert Co-operative Butter Factory. He died in 1917, aged 
80 years.23
Another feature of the sub-division by Ernest and sale of 
land to form the township of Beaudesert was the number of 
names of the White family and its relatives that were used for 
street names. Arthur Street was named after Arthur
18 "Beaudesert Times" c.1934. (Note by Mrs. Margaret 
Barry, Supra).
19 "Beaudesert Times" 9th September, 1961. Obituary of 
James Launder. Ernest White sold 4 acres to Father 
James Enright for the church in about 1884 at a 
nominal price - Historical Society of Beaudesert 
Circular of December 1989. "Smoke Signal 93" p.3.
20 "Then and Now. The Story of Beaudesert 1874-1974". 
Supra pp.28-29.
21 Ibid.
22. Extract from letter of Gladys Robinson, daughter of 
A. A. Robinson, dated 1964. Contained in notes by 
Mrs. Margaret Barry, Ibid.
23 Ibid.
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Robinson.24 Other relevant street names are Tubber (a run), 
Eaglesfield (Barker), Albert (White), Jane (White), Collins 
(friends), Helen (Helena White), Anna (Barker/White), Duckett 
(White), Tina (Ernestine White), Hart (friend), and William
(White). Ernest donated the land for a provisional school in 
1882. The Returned Soldiers League Club now stands there.25 
The land on which the present State School in Tina Street is 
built, was purchased from the estate of Ernest White (for
£37.10.0).
The original site of the Beaudesert township was dictated 
by its being at the conjunction of major roads:
"The roads to Tabragalba and Tourine - Nindooimbah 
and Kerry - upper Logan and Christmas Creek, 
Tamrookum and Maroon - Bromelton and Boonah
meet here with the old Brisbane Road, to which 
circumstance is due the establishment of the
township ..."26
24 Ibid.
25. Notes by Mrs. Margaret Barry. Ibid.
26 Kathleen Nutting "Then and Now. The Story of 
Beaudesert 1874-1974". 1974 (Centenary Booklet). Ibid. 
p.8. Reprinting extract from "Queensland Country 
Life" of 25th June, 1900.
148
CHAPTER 8
"NINDOOINBAH" AND ERNEST WHITE
The "Nindooinbah"1 homestead is situated about 4 miles to 
the south of Beaudesert township. It was a run established in 
the valley of the River Albert (the next valley to the east 
from the Logan River) and the homestead, charmingly restored 
in the early 1980’s by Margaret and Patrick Hockey and set 
amid a delightful garden, overlooks a creek and alluvial flat 
with the Albert River in the distance.
The early history of the area has been competently set 
out in a number of publications, one of which is a book 
entitled "Gold Coast. The Story of the Gold Coast of 
Queensland and The Hinterland", as follows:-
"The three runs, "Beau Desert", "Mundoolum" and 
"Nindooimbah" were, it seems, occupied early in 1842 
for the depasturing business - Nos. 661, 662 and 664, 
respectively - though issued on 19th December, 1842, 
were retrospective and covered a period from July of 
that year to 30th June, 1843.
The history of "Mundoolum" and "Nindooimbah" were 
closely linked in the opening stages; the runs were 
established, "Mundoolum" in the name of William 
Humphreys and "Nindooimbah" under the partnership 
of Clement and Paul Lawless.
For the two following years one license covered the 
country held by the three men, in the joint names of 
Lawless and Humphreys, under the designation 
"Nindooimbah". Then in September 1845, the Lawless 
brothers took out their renewal for "Nindooimbah" 
only, followed in December by William Humphreys 
with a separate renewal license over "Mundoolum".
The word Nindooinbah is thought to be derived from 
"Nuin" - charcoal, and "doan" - black. Its meaning 
has been given by the Wangerriburra tribe as "place 
of ashes". Probably a place where charcoal suitable 
for cprroboree decoration could be manufactured- 
see "Aboriginal Pathways in Southeast Queensland" 
Rev. Dr. J. G. Steele (1983) p.74.
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From the outset the venture of William Humphreys 
was followed with interest by his relatives, John and 
Ann Collins in Sydney.
John Collins had married Anne Martin, a second 
cousin of William Humphreys, at Cove in Cork in 
1839 and the young couple had sailed for Australia in 
the "Navareno", arriving at Sydney in September of 
that year.
In 1844, having purchased a share in "Mundoolum",
John Collins with his wife and two children ....(came 
to reside there).2
Further on in the publication (pp. 17-18) a version of the 
early years of "Nindooinbah" is set out:-
"NINDOOINBAH
‘Nindooinbah,’ the original area of which was 
variously given on returns as ‘sixteen miles by one 
mile* ‘twenty-two square miles* and ‘thirty square 
miles*, was, like ‘Mundoolun,* stocked with sheep in 
its earliest years. In June 1851 it was carrying 63 
horses, 8 cattle and 3,251 sheep.
The founders of the run, Clement and Paul Lawless, 
sold it in 1846 and moved to the Burnett River area 
where they took up ‘Boobyjan* Run, and the new 
owner, Alfred William Compigne -who acquired the 
property, together with some improvements and 
implements, for £100 - set out from Carcoar in 
August 1846, with 7,000 sheep, some bullocks and a 
dray-load of stores, on the 850 miles journey - past 
the site of the future town of Mudgee, over the 
Liverpool Plains and the Darling Downs, through 
Cunningham's Gap and on to ‘Teviot* and ‘Beau
"Gold Coast. The Story of the Gold Coast of 
Queensland and the Hinterland" by Eve Keane 1958. 
Published for the Councils of the Town of the Gold 
Coast, the Albert Shire and the Beaudesert Shire- 
pp. 15-16. A further useful description of the early 
years of settlement in the "Nindooimbah" is contained 
in an article under that title in "Hoofs and Horns", 
September 1966 issue.
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Desert*. Blazed trails there were, but no roads, and 
the travellers spent six months on the way, but the 
wilderness was no longer a place of silence peopled 
only by shy bush creatures and elusive brown 
nomads. A stream of settlers making their way to 
new runs or back to the settled counties for 
provisions travelled the rough tracks etched by the 
countless hoofs and wheels that, over the past six 
years, had followed the route of Cunningham and the 
Leslie brothers.
From this let it not be imagined that the journey 
was free of hazard - though hazards were accepted 
as a natural expectation in the undertaking, and the 
new owner of ‘Nindooinbah,* like many another who 
travelled the remote byways of the pioneers, knew a 
moment when his life was menaced, and almost 
forfeit to resentful tribesmen; knew, later, the 
avalanche-descent of both road and dray, down the 
newly-formed and slippery exit at Cunningham's Gap, 
and the loss of valuable polers when - chains 
snapping under the strain - dray and bullocks hurtled 
down the steep bank of the Logan at the ‘Bromelton’ 
crossing place on the last stage of the trek to 
‘Nindooinbah*.
Alfred William Compigne was a gentleman of French 
extraction whose forebears had taken refuge in 
England during the persecution of the Huguenots in 
the seventeenth century. He was born in 1818 and 
arrived in Australia on the 400 ton barque ‘Honduris* 
in 1839. Following a term in a dragoon regiment 
and some experience as a station manager, he 
resolved to take up sheep-raising in the Moreton Bay 
district, and from the time of his coming was a man 
of mark in the community. On 11th May, 1860, he 
was summoned to the first Legislative Council of 
Queensland and, at the time of his death on 4th 
June, 1909, was the last remaining member of the 
original Council.
A. W. Compigne sold ‘Nindooinbah' to one of 
Australia’s most colourful personalities, Captain 
Robert Towns, who had come to the Colony as a 
trader in his own ship, ‘The Brothers' in 1827 and, 
besides engaging in the South Sea trade, he had 
many interests in Sydney. Townsville, on the
151
Queensland north coast, was named in his honour.
In 1863, Captain Towns established on the Logan a 
large cotton plantation which he named ‘Townsvale* 
and on which he employed some 260 South Sea 
Islanders, the first of whom came in a shipment of 
67 by the ‘Don Juan* in 1863. The ground was 
broken up by an ingenious method of machine 
ploughing, a stationary engine being placed at either 
end of the field, to which was attached by wire 
ropes a six-shared plough, having three shares facing 
each way. The engines, working alternately, drew 
the plough backward and forward across the field 
until all was broken up and ready for the planting.
Captain Towns was a member of the New South 
Wales Legislative Council and his Logan River 
venture, conducted under the name of Towns and 
Walker, was substantially under the management of 
his partner, W. T. Walker, who later bought out 
Captain Towns* share and contained the venture 
solely on his own account.
W. T. Walker built for himself and his family a 
separate homestead, which he named ‘Glen Eagles* 
after his home town in Scotland which is perpetuated 
today in the present railway siding of Gleneagle.
Upon the departure of Captain Towns, Mrs. C. C. 
Seymour, a sister of W. T. Walker, occupied the 
‘Townsvale* homestead. The present areas of 
Woodhill, Veresdale and Gleneagle once formed part 
of this estate and at Woodhill there still stands the 
old Union church which was presented to the 
community by W. T. Walker.
As for the ‘Nindoohimbah* estate, Captain Towns sold 
it to Messrs. Barker & White, from whom it passed 
into the sole possession of William Duckett White 
and his family, and later to William Collins, the 
second son of John Collins of ‘Mundoolun* in whose 
family home it remained until subdivided and sold as 
farms."
The version of ownership of the real property interest in 
Nindooinbah is more accurately set out by direct research from 
archives. In a memorandum by Ms. L. McGregor, Assistant
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Archivist, Queensland State Archives (made in 1974) the details 
were set out:
"Nindooimbah
[Note: The spelling used in the records of the Lands
Department varies. Some forms of spelling used 
include Nindooinbah, Nindooimba and 
Nindooinba].
A notice to the effect that Alfred William Compigne 
had applied to lease Nindooinbah appeared in the 
New South Wales Government Gazette on 11 May 
1848. The estimated area of the run was given as 16 
miles by one mile average and the estimated grazing 
capabilities as 4000 sheep. The following 
description of the run was given:
bounded on the east by the Albert River; 
west by Jambroken and Birnam Ranges; 
north by Flagstone Creek and Mr. Collins'
Run; south by scrub and unavailable 
country'
Presumably no objection was lodged because Alfred 
William Compigne is recorded as being the first 
lessee although the date of the issue of the lease is 
not given [CLO/13]. He also held the leases of 
Kerry and Saranbah runs. On 22 December 1860, he 
notified the Crown Lands Commissioner that he 
wished to transfer the runs of Nindooinbah, Kerry 
and Sarabah to the Corporation of the Bank of 
Australasia [CLO/17]. On 5 September 1862, the 
Attorney of the Bank of Australasia authorized the 
Crown Lands Commissioner to transfer the leases of 
the three runs to Robert Towns [CLO/17]. In 1867, 
the run was evidently split into Nindooinbah North 
and Nindooinbah South.
In 1868 Robert Towns applied to consolidate the runs 
of Kerry, Sarabah, Nindooinbah North and 
Nindooinbah South under the provisions of the Crown 
Lands Alienation Act of 1868 (31 Vic. No. 46). The 
consolidation was approved and the area surveyed. 
Under the terms of the Act, approximately half of 
the total area was resumed by the government to be 
made available for closer settlement. The other half 
(32,280 acres) was leased for 10 years to Robert
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Towns on 1 January 1869. The following description 
of the leased area was given:
‘Commencing on the Albert River at a tree 
marked (TRIANGLE SHAPE! and bounded 
thence by a line bearing east about 80 
chains to the range dividing the waters of 
the Albert River from those of Cainbabel 
Creek; thence by that range southerly to 
the Darlington Range, thence by that 
range southerly to the range dividing the 
waters of the Logan River from those of 
the Albert River; thence by that range 
north westerly to a point due west from a 
tree marked (TRIANGLE SHAPE! on the 
Albert River; thence on a line bearing east 
about 80 chains to the point of 
commencement*
[LAN/N15]
In 1869, Robert Towns took advantage of his 
depasturing rights, under the terms of the Act, to 
depasture 500 head of cattle on the resumed half of 
the run.
On 16th February 1871 the lease was transferred to 
William Duckett White. As the pressure grew to 
make land in this area available for closer 
settlement, the government resumed further parts of 
the run and opened these areas to selection. On 1 
Jan. 1873, 8 1/2 square miles were resumed. On 1 
October another 6, 720 acres were resumed. In 1876 
the rent on the remaining area was unpaid and the 
lease was forfeited. {TRE/15]
Under the Land Act of 1847, the lessee of a run was 
allowed to purchase part of a run provided that the 
area purchased was not less than 160 acres and the 
price was not less than £1 per acre. Alfred William 
Compigne elected to take advantage of this provision 
and applied to purchase an area of 628 acres which 
included the Nindooinbah homestead. The area was 
surveyed by Pratten in 1857 and purchased by 
Compigne in 1858. [See map AG2, sheet 13S, n.d.] 
This block is part of the present holding known as 
Nindooinbah. Because it was held as freehold after
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1858, the Archives has no further records relating to 
it. Records relating to freehold land are kept at the 
Titles Office.
L. McGregor 
(Ms. L. McGregor) 
Assistant Archivist."3
The survey of runs taken by Mr. Stephen Simpson, the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, in February 1845 shows for 
"Nindooimba" (sic) that it was held and superintended by 
Lawless and Humphreys, with 20 residents, with a slab and bark 
building and that wheat and maize were being cultivated. 
There were 14 horses and 7,294 sheep (no cattle) and the 
estimated extent of the run was 20 miles by 2 miles. A 
further report by Mr. Simpson, made on 16th December, 1848, 
recorded Compigne as the holder and superintendent, that there 
were 6 residents, there were slab shingled buildings, 5 acres of 
maize and 4 acres of millet under cultivation, there were 9 
cattle, 94 horses and 3,039 sheep and the extent of the run 
was 22 (square miles).
The relevant N.S.W. Government Gazette records the 
relevant licensee and name of run for licenses for year ended 
30th June, 1846 as "Lawless P. and C, Nindoomba" (sic)4. The 
relevant Gazette for licenses for year ended 30th June, 1848 
records the interest as "Campigne Wm. Alexd., Nindoomba" 
(sic).5
The same two surveys by Mr. Simpson showed for Kerry, 
in February 1845, that W. Manning was the holder and 
superintendent, there were 10 residents, the buildings were of 
slab shingle construction, no cultivation but there was one 
horse and 4,500 sheep with the run extending 12 miles by 3 
miles. The survey on 16th December, 1848 recorded F. Clarke 
as the holder and superintendent, 7 residents, slab shingled
The memo is attached to covering letter by Mr. P. D. 
Wilson, Archivist, to Miss C. Glynn-Connolly, John 
Oxley Library, dated 21st November, 1974. 
(Reference LMcG/DAN M173.498/219). The details 
of the "Nindooinbah" (sic) run are set out in the 
N.S.W. Government Gazette 1848 p. 612 (Moreton Run 
No. 13).
N.S.W. Government Gazette 1845 p.1294.
N.S.W. Government Gazette 1848 p.158.
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buildings, no cultivation, 11 cattle, 4 horses and 4,007 sheep 
over 36 square miles.®
The Kerry licensees for year ended 30th June, 1847 are 
recorded in the Gazette as "Windeyer Charles and Archibald".7 
For the 1848 year the Gazette records the licensee as "Clarke 
Frances".8 The description of the run for the 1848 was 
gazetted as:-
" No. 12
Clark Francis.
Name of Run - Kerry.
Estimated Area * 20,000 Acres.
Estimated Grazing Capabilities - 400 Cattle and 6,000 
Sheep.
Bounded on the north by Cainbabel Creek, till 
crossed by an east line from the junction of the 
Albert River; on the east by mountains; on the south 
by mountains; on the west by the Albert River."9
The Gazette for 1848 records the transfer of the Kerry 
license from "Clarke Francis" (sic) to "John Black".10 That of 
1852 shows the transfer from John Black to "Compigne A.W.".* 11
As to Sarabah, the first record is that in the 1852 
Gazette where it shows that a tender had been accepted for 
the "Runs of Crown Lands", including for Sarabah by "Charles 
J. Clarke" for £10.0.0 rent per annum.12 The description of the 
run was:-
" MORETON DISTRICT
No. 4
Clarke Charles James.
Name of Run - Sarabah.
Area - 20,000 Acres.
6 Copy of Mr. Simpson’s Log Book, obtained from 
Beaudesert Historical Society Archives.
7 N.S.W. Government Gazette 1847 p.573.
8 Ibid, 1848 p.158.
9 Ibid, p.612.
10 Ibid, 1849 p.1164.
11 Ibid, 1852 p.1115.
12 Ibid, p.387.
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Estimated Grazing Capability - 4000 Sheep.
Bounded on the north by a section line running east 
from Mount Witheron; on the south by scrub and 
inaccessible country; on the east by the Darlington 
Range; on the west by the chain of mountains south 
from Mount Witherton, dividing it from the Kerry 
Run."18
It will be remembered from the White-Robinson letters 
that W. D. White's son, Ernest, was born in 1837 and had been 
educated at a school, possibly The Kings School (as it later 
became), for some time but was taken away prematurely to help 
his parents run "Beaudesert" station. On 2nd November, 1871, 
in Sydney at St. Stephen's Church, Darlinghurst, Ernest married 
Anna Maria Barker, the eldest daughter of William Barker, of 
"Tamrookum".14
Anna's father, Mr. William Barker, had married Elizabeth 
Harpur on 8th July, 1847 at St. John's, Brisbane, daughter of 
Mr. Thomas Harpur of Cecil Hills, near Liverpool, and they 
came to the Logan River area to "Tamrookum" station.15 Mr.
William Barker also invested in many other prospects and
owned a large number of stations from time to time, including 
"Nindooinbah". Later in life he built a fine house,
"Nunnington", at Kangaroo Point, Brisbane. There were six 
sons and two daughters of the marriage, who, at the time of 
their mother's death were described as Mr. W. H. Barker of 
Rollo, East Brisbane;16, Mr. Eaglesfield Barker of
"Nindooinbah", Logan; Mr. Frederick Barker of Mount 
Larcombe, Gladstone; Mr. Richard Barker of Engella Station, 
Mackay; Mr. Auriel Barker of Thargomindah; and Mr. J. Barker
18 Ibid, pp. 1227-8.
14 Marriage Certificate of Ernest White and Anna Barker.
15 Mr. Thomas Harpur (17977-1846) was born at Lime 
Park, County Tyrone. Another daughter, Matilda, 
married Thomas Lodge Murray Prior on 3rd 
September, 1846. See Marriage Certificates provided 
by Mrs. Elspeth Bodley by letter dated 14th April, 
1989.
16 The house and land owned by W. H. Barker at East 
Brisbane was sold to comprise part of the site of the 
Anglican Church of England Grammar School, 
Oaklands Parade, East Brisbane. (The parallel street 
to Oaklands Parade is named Barker Street).
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of Mount Barker, Eungclla. Her two daughters were Mrs. 
Birdwood Mant, Southport, and Mrs. J. Warren White (Ruby).17 
Mrs. Birdwood Mant was Ernest’s widow, by then remarried. 
Mrs. J. Warren White was not married to any relation of the 
Duckett Whites but to a brother of Brudenell White, later 
General Sir Brudenell White, of the "Belltrees" family, Scone, 
New South Wales.
There is some little confusion and also some conflict as to 
exactly what terms Ernest took possession of "Nindooinbah" 
after his marriage to Anna and also what areas then fell under 
that description. Maud Mills suggests that William Barker and 
W. D. White bought the freehold property of "Nindooinbah" and 
they gave it to Ernest and Anna White as a wedding present.18 
Some records also suggest that W. D. White (alone) bought the 
interest and gave it to them. There were, of course, these 
interlocking family relationships and friendships among these 
families. As to the friendships "Mr. Compigne was a great 
friend of George Robinson and his cousin and partner William 
Duckett White".19
W. D. White’s letter of 20th October, 1866 to George 
Robinson states: " ... Compigne is smashed. Capt. Towns has 
had a mortgage over his property for some years and he has 
not paidl interest for some time, he owed £9,500 and Towns put 
him out lately." W. D. White’s letter of 18th February 1867 
states "... Compigne stations of Nindooimbah and Kerry fell 
into Capt. Towns hands about 2 years ago... he allowed 
Compigne to live there until Capt. Collins died, when he put 
him out". Captain Thomas Collins died at "Nindooinbah" aged 
75 years and was buried there.30 Compigne had married 
Captain Collins’ eldest daughter, Jessie, in 1853.21 Michael
17 Extract from unknown paper (but possibly the 
Brisbane Observer dated 2nd September, 1908), being 
an obituary on the death of Mrs. William Barker. 
Provided to author by Mrs. Fiona Caws of London. 
Another extract was provided by Mrs. Elspeth Bodley 
by letter dated 14th April, 1989.
18 Maud Mills. Supra.
19 Notes about "Nindooimbah" by Michael Persse, 
repeating and commenting on a paper by R. M 
Collins entitled "Early Exploration...." to the 
Geographical Society on 24th August, 1987.
20 Ibid.
21 W. D. White letter to G. Robinson dated 18th June, 1853.
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Persse states that: "(W. D. White) joined with (Barker) in 
partnership (Barker & White) to buy Nindooimbah from Towns 
when he foreclosed on Compigne."22
The letter by W. D. White dated 18th February, 1867 
further states:-
M... Capt. Towns sold the stations (referring to 
Nindooimbah and Kerry) with 2,800 head of cattle 
about 20 horses - six hundred and forty acres (640) 
purchased land with a House that cost 2,000 pounds 
and other improvements on it worth 1,000 pounds 
more - for 7,400 pounds to Ernest last Xmas, he 
does not pay any cash, his terms are 1-2-3-4 years, 
with 8 percent interest - he has already sold over 
1,000 pounds worth of cattle off it, & I think he will 
do very well with it. He could not have done this 
but Capt. Towns foreclosed the mortgage two years 
ago & there has been no stock removed."
The distinction between the freehold land surrounding 
the "Nindooinbah" homestead and the pastoral leases for the 
stock runs should be kept in mind. Compigne purchased the 
freehold title to this land in 1858. (A copy of the survey is 
included. It shows the area as 640 acres). It is the run called 
"Nindooinbah" which is the subject of most of the Memorandum 
by Ms. L. McGregor, Assistant Archivist. Thus it seems that 
the run was mortgaged by Compigne to the Bank of 
Australasia in 1860, and that mortgage was discharged and 
another mortgage granted to Robert Towns in 1862. In about 
1866 Towns foreclosed on the mortgage and became the owner. 
He took possession only after Capt. Collins died (on 6th 
August, 1866). In 1867 the run was split into two parts. In 
1868 Robert Towns consolidated those two parts with the runs 
of Kerry and Sarabah. (Towns had also foreclosed on these 
runs from Compigne). One half of that consolidated run was 
resumed by the government (for closer settlement) and the 
other half (32,280 acres) was the subject of a 10 year lease 
from 1st January, 1869. On 16th February, 1871 this lease was 
transferred to W. D. White. However W. D. White had some 
earlier dealing with the Nindooinbah Run as the Government 
Gazette of 1871 shows that he was a "conditional" purchaser
22 Notes about "Nindooimbah"; supra.
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of 260 acres of it23 by application dated 16th September, 1869. 
This area was steadily resumed until by 1876 it was uneconomic 
as a run and W. D. White allowed it to be forfeited by not 
paying the rent.
As to the homestead and freehold land of "Nindooinbah" 
it seems that this too was mortgaged to Towns by Compigne 
and was the subject of foreclosure by Towns. There was a 
major economic depression in Queensland in the 1860’s and 
Compigne was only one of many whose finances succumbed to 
it.
By the end of 1866 Ernest White was aged 29 years and 
from W. D. White’s letters it can be inferred that he had been 
enlarging his own personal herd of cattle for some years while 
running "Beau Desert" station with his father. It was common 
in those days for payment to be made in cattle with the right 
to run them on the property, in lieu of wages; and it seems 
likely this was the case in Ernest's situation. It is quite 
possible, therefore, that by 1866 he had the assets to purchase 
"Nindooinbah", as he certainly had the experience as a grazier 
to successfully manage his own run, and he may well have had 
marriage in mind by then.
It seems quite likely that Ernest White purchased 
"Nindooinbah" partly from his own funds and was obliged to 
borrow for the balance. Some commentators have it that his 
father and father-in-law "gave" "Nindooinbah" to the newly 
married couple. Perhaps this borrowing was secured by a 
mortgage over the property to them. As two mortgagees 
appeared on the land records as the owners in those days it 
was mistakenly assumed by later historians that they were the 
purchasers, whereas the likely truth of the matter was that 
they were merely the mortgagees. (It was not until years later 
that a mortgagee was recorded as such on official land records 
instead of being recorded as the owner of the land). This 
could also explain the records showing the transfer of the lease 
of "Nindooinbah" from Towns to W. D. White. Alternatively, 
the explanation may be that W. D. White owned the lease and 
Ernest worked the stock on it in partnership with him.
The children of the marriage between Ernest White and 
Anna were a daughter (b. 24.7.1872), who seems to have died in
23 Supplement to the Qld Government Gazette of 5th 
March, 1870, published 11th March, 1870.
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infancy, Annie Ernestine (b.l8.8.73), Lilias Maud (b.2.9.1874- 
d.22.4.1875), William Duckett (b.19.7.1876) and Ernest Eaglesfield 
White (b.10.5.1878).24 The name "Eaglesfield" probably came 
from the Barker family as one of Anna's brothers had that 
name. (It seems to have been shortened to "Eaglie" in
subsequent generations).
Ernest died on 10th December, 1884 at the age of 48 
years. For the last three years he resided at Southport,
having been obliged through ill health to relinquish station 
life.25 He lived at "Warraby", the large house built by his 
father on the Southport esplanade. (The Pacific Hotel was 
later built on the northern side of it. "Warraby" was about 
200 metres to the south of Nerang Street).26 His body was 
interred at the White family plot at South Brisbane Cemetery27. 
Of exactly what disease Ernest died is not established, but his 
death certificate gives the causes as "Rheumatism" and "Disease 
of the Heart". He left a widow and three children, Ernestine 
(Tina) aged 11 years, Duckett aged 10 years and Eaglie aged 6 
years.
Ernest left his estate in trust for his children, with only 
a life interest to Anna. Under the terms of Ernest’s Will, his 
widow was entitled, on her remarriage, only to an annuity of 
£300 per annum (charged on a mortgage in the sum of
Crosse-Dunleavy Index. Births, Marriages and Deaths 
1870-1879, except for Ernest Eaglesfield, whose date 
is taken from his Birth Certificate (N.S.W.) issued at 
Sydney 30.1.1987. The Crosse-Dunleavy Index shows 
a daughter born 24.7.1872, but the Birth Certificate 
of Ernest Eaglesfield makes no mention of such issue 
of the marriage and Ernest's Death Certificate 
records that at the time of Ernest's death there 
were deceased "one male, one female". The "female" 
would likely be Lilias Maud. The conclusion to be 
drawn is that a first born child died soon after birth 
but the records conflict as to the child’s sex. Lilias 
"Maude" is buried at the South Brisbane Cemetery, 
in the same plot as her father, the headstone 
showing her date of death as 19.4.1875.
Extract from the Brisbane Courier of 11th December, 
1884.
Memoirs of Mrs. Grace R. McConnel. Held by author. 
Brisbane Courier, supra. Verified by author’s visit to 
the grave headstone on 28th January, 1990.
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£5,728/3/6d)28 His widow married George Birdwood Mant in 
1886. Mr. Mant had experience as only as a bank clerk and 
not being of a disposition to the life of a grazier there was no 
question of his managing the pastoral interests of the estate on 
behalf of the widow and infant beneficiaries. Mr. and Mrs. 
Mant refused to provide a home for the two boys who,
therefore, spent their years at boarding schools and their
holidays at various places other than with their mother and 
step-father. They did, however, provide a home for Tina.29
The two boys spent much time with their aunt Mrs.
Murray Prior (nee Barker - one of Anna’s sisters) and with 
their uncle, Mr. Harry Barker. Harry Barker lived at East 
Brisbane. His house was bought for the Church of England 
Grammar School when it moved out of the city.80 They also 
spent time with their uncle and aunt, the Mants, at
"Gigoomgan". The run was in the Wide Bay District and its 
description in the 1850 gazette was:-
" WIDE BAY DISTRICT
No. 1
Corfield Henry Cox and Richardson William.
Name of Run - Gigoomgan.
Estimated Area - 16,000 Acres
Estimated Grazing Capabilities • 8,000 Sheep.
Bounded on the south and east by the Uhla Creek, 3 
miles from its junction with the Muma Creek; and on 
the north and west by the Muma Creek to the base 
of a conical hill known as Mount Joseph."81
Duckett was an accomplished athlete and won a cup for foot
28 Details are taken from the Anna White/Birdwood
Mant Marriage Settlement Indenture dated 14th 
January, 1886.
29 Recited to author by Mrs. Grace McConnel (nee
White) and Mrs. Marjorie Johnstone (nee Mant).
80 Memoirs of Mrs. Grace McConnel, supra; A.C.G.S.
(Churchie) School History "The Making of Men" 1988.
81 Supplement to the N.S.W. Government Gazette 19
June 1850.
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racing.33 He was also noted as a fine horseman.33 Perhaps 
one should mention at this stage that in relation to the 
children of Ernest and Anna White it should be mentioned 
that the White family grave monument at South Brisbane 
Cemetery, Brisbane records that their daughter, Lilias Maud 
White is buried there having died on 19th April, 1875 aged 7 
months. Further, Ernest's Death Certificate records that at 
the date of his death (10th December, 1884) there were two 
deceased children of the marriage, one male and one female 
(Ernest and Lilias).
Anna’s second husband had not achieved a desirable 
reputation at the time of the marriage. Birdwood was a son 
of Lt. Colonel Charles Mant, of the British Army in India. 
Charles asked his brother, George Joseph Mant, then of 
"Gigoomgan", but formerly a Colonel in the British Army in 
india, to find a place for his son. Birdwood, aged 19 years, 
arrived at "Gigoomgan" in 1882 and, at the insistence of his 
uncle, spent some years droving and working hard. He was not 
successful and had a series of jobs, including working for Mr. 
Weinholt at "Warenda" and the Durack family in their famous 
cattle drive from Queensland to Western Australia. Weinholt 
wrote of him as "an indolent young man". His uncle, George 
Mant, wrote of him and his brother as having had "about as 
bad a training for the battle of life as any I have met"; and 
later told Birdwood that he was not welcome at "Gigoongam" 
without an express invitation. Birdwood had a position with 
the Queensland National Bank as an acting accountant at the 
Southport branch when he met the then recently widowed, 
wealthy, Anna White on a steamer to Southport. They married 
in 1886. George Mant refused to attend his nephew's 
wedding.34
"Nindooinbah" was leased by the trustees of the estate to 
Mr. Eaglesfield Barker for some period. He was one of the 
trustees; the others being Messrs. F. H. Hart, A. A. Robinson
33 The author has the silver cup passed on to him by 
his father (A. E. D. White). It is not engraved but 
its attribution as a prize for foot racing comes from 
remarks by Mr. A. E. D. White and Mrs. Grace McConnel.
33 Memoirs of Mrs. Grace McConnel, supra.
34 Details of Birdwood Mant are taken from a short 
manuscript on the Mant family entitled "Gigoomgan 
to Southport, Via Clonclurry". Held by Mrs. 
Marjorie Johnstone (nee Mant).
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and £. B. Barker. Mr. Hart was a solicitor in the firm of 
Messrs. Hart, Flower & Drury.88 There was also one or more 
leases to William Collins. In 1901 it appears that one lease had 
expired and there was negotiation between William Collins and 
one of the Barkers, probably Eaglesfield as a trustee, 
concerning a new lease over "Nindooinbah". This is mentioned 
in a letter from William Collins to his wife, Gwen, dated 9th 
January, 1901 as follows:-
"Mundoolun Brisbane,
My dearest Gwen .................... It was nearly 5
o’clock by the time we got to Nindooinbah. Charlie 
Persse and a couple of young fellows that are 
stopping with him arrived at same time as we did 
and for a time we could not get a chance of having 
a private talk with Mr Barker. Ultimately we did 
have a talk and it resulted in us making an offer for 
a renewal of our lease for five years at an increase 
of 60% in the rental but made it conditional on the 
Trustees agreeing to refund us (at the end of our 
lease) about one half of the cost of improvements 
and repairs that are now necessary and that we are 
prepared to carry out as quickly as possible on these 
conditions and which are estimated to cost £600 or 
£700.
George and I came back to Mundoolun about dark on 
(Monday) evening while Bob remained at Nindooinbah 
until (Saturday) morning when he returned to 
Tamrookum. I went to Nindooinbah again yesterday 
and had a good look around in order to form an 
opinion as to what repairs and renewals were 
necessary. A very big lot are required, the house is 
a good deal out of repair and wants painting 
throughout - or it might be better to (paper the 
rooms). A new kitchen is absolutely necessary (also) 
a paling fence round the house and garden, a lot of 
tanks are wanted for water supply and ever so many 
miles of new fencing are required and as many more 
miles of old fencing require repairs. We are
There was a dispute about Mr. Hart’s professional 
costs as a solicitor, but Sir Samuel Griffith, Chief 
Justice, dealt with it in his favour - reported (1896) 
7 QLJ 91.
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(sending) in our proposition by today’s mail first of 
all it will be considered by the Trustees and if they 
approve of it, and I am nearly sure they will, it will 
be sent on to (the) two young Whites and (the)
..................under the late Ernest White’s will. I
hope it will be dealt with promptly as I do not think 
we can do a single thing in the way of improvement 
till our proposition is finally dealt with. A good 
many of the improvements and repairs need not be 
done all at once but others are required before we 
can live at Nindooinbah and that is the reason why I 
hope the matter will receive prompt
attention............... on Thursday...........was............at
Nindooinba...........  and the place looks fairly
............  but there are no flowers in the garden
which is a wilderness and wants re.........  I was at
Nindooinbah for a good many hours and did not get 
back here till nearly dark, it looked very like rain 
all the evening and was (nice) and cool but all sign 
of rain is gone today and it is fairly warm again 
about 87 in the shade.
We were up at the Church and the quarry this 
morning, all the men are back now but I am not sure
that all have resumed work ........ of (them) went
down to the Public house below Tambourine 
yesterday instead of to work.............
........ It will be a good many months before the
Church will be completed. I am going to drive up in 
George’s little sulky to Tamrookum in the afternoon 
returning tomorrow afternoon and will go on to 
Brisbane on Friday morning and will not come back 
again I expect I will go down to Dunwich on 
Saturday afternoon returning to Brisbane on Sunday 
if I can get a boat and train in ‘which case I (would) 
start for Melbourne on Monday morning and should 
in that case get to Melbourne on Wednesday 16th. 
If I can not get back from Dunwich till Monday I 
would be one day later in getting back to you. I 
will now go and have a look for your things in the 
trunk. Bye the bye a Xmas card came a couple of 
days ago for us (from).....Hotel at.......
Have (found) blue shirt sash and striped silk, and 
..............of (belt).
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Must now say good bye
Love to all and kisses to your self 
from
your Own 
Will
P.P.S. Still no rain to do any good in the West.
W.C.M
NOTE: Brackets indicate doubtful words, dots ....
indicate omissions, or short omissions because of illegible
writing.
M.P. 2/1/77.86
It seems that in 1906, at the expiration of the 5 year 
lease of "Nindooinbah" to William Collins mentioned in the 
above letter, it was resolved to sell MNindooinbah". By this 
stage Duckett was aged 33 years and Eaglie aged 28 years so 
they were of full age and control of the estate of their father 
had passed to them. The advertisement for sale shows that the 
land was surveyed and subdivided into 26 dairy farms ranging 
in size from 118 to 1,223 acres all having access to the Albert 
River or Kerry Creek, or both. The auction was held on 7th 
May, 1906. Terms were 10% deposit and balance up to 20 years 
with interest on the outstanding balance at 5% per annum, 
payable half-yearly.87 The home block of 497 acres, on which 
was situated the homestead of "Nindooinbah" was sold to 
William Collins at the auction for £2,835.15.6 on the advertised 
terms.88
After Mr. and Mrs. William Collins brought "Nindooinbah" 
they set about improving the homestead. In 190689 they 
employed the famous architect Robin Dods to extend the home 
by building a whole new wing, including a reception/ballroom
86 The "MP." is by Mrs. Margaret Hockey (nee Persse) 
who typed out the letter and who gave me a copy 
together with other records concerning 
"Nindooinbah". The brackets indicate uncertain 
words and the dots indicate indecipherable words.
87 Newspaper Cutting. Unknown paper and date. 
Headed "The Nindooimbah Estate".
88 From the contract of sale. The author is indebted 
to Mrs. Margaret Hockey (nee Persse) for copies of 
the advertisement and sale documents.
89 This date is from Mrs. Margaret Hockey’s records.
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area and extensive verandahs. The former homestead, which 
was built something like a blockhouse, became the eastern wing 
of bedrooms, and a beautiful sitting room and dining room 
were added. In 1938 the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Collins married Robert De Burgh Persse and their daughter, 
Margaret, resided in the house with her mother until the 
latter’s death in 1982, when ownership passed to Margaret. In 
1983 Margaret married Patrick Hockey, and the wedding was 
held at the church at Mundoolum (built by the Collins) and a 
resplendent reception at "Nindooinbah". Margaret and Patrick 
Hockey embarked on restoration and maintenance of the house 
and garden and by 1985 it had been restored again to a 
homestead and garden of outstanding grace and elegance.
After leaving school at Brisbane Boys Grammar Duckett 
went to jackaroo at "Gigoomgam", outside Maryborough. His 
two elderly relations, the Misses Mants, were in charge, and 
they were very kind to him, and George Mant was Duckett’s 
age and a close friend. After some time, however, Duckett had 
a bad fall from a horse and was unconscious for 10 days. On 
recovery he was advised not to risk further vigorous activity 
so he returned to Brisbane, took a job in a bank and, like 
many bachelors, boarded at the Bellevue Hotel, George Street, 
Brisbane.40
Duckett and Eaglie, wealthy from their inheritance, took a 
world trip including in their travels staying with their sister 
Ernestine (Tina) in England. Tina had married Captain 
Frederick Elton in 1893 and lived at the beautiful estate of 
Staunton Manor, Somerset, England. In 1906 Duckett married 
Grace Robina Macdonald (known as "Otto"). By this time the 
auction of the sub-division of the "Nindooinbah" estates had 
occurred and Duckett (and Eaglie) were in possession of 
considerable funds.
Duckett and Otto went on a two year world tour for their 
honeymoon. They stayed with Otto’s family at Inverness, 
where her father, Alexander Rose Macdonald, had been born. 
Their first child, Alexander William Duckett White (Alec), was 
born there in 1907. They returned to live at Lota house, 
Brisbane. At Lota were born Allan Ernest Duckett White, in
Memoirs of Mrs. Grace McConnel, supra. The 
elegant hotel, situated on a corner of Alice and 
George Streets, was neglected and then demolished, 
secretly in the night, by the Bjelke-Peterson government.
th e  N ind ooim bah F.state,
Advertisement -  “Nindooimbah” Estate Sale 1906
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1909, and Grace Duckett White, in 1910. They later moved to 
Toowoomba to be near the two boys while they were educated 
at the Toowoomba Grammar Preparatory School. Subsequently 
both boys were educated at the Church of England Grammar 
School, Brisbane, and then at Geelong Grammar, Victoria. 
Duckett then moved the family and the house to Mt. Berryman, 
a small valley in the ranges to the south of Laidley which he 
named "The Firs", where he ran cattle. He was badly hit by 
the slump in cattle prices in the 1920's. In about 1927 he 
moved the family, and the house again, renamed "Glenlong", to 
Merinda Street, Greenslopes, Brisbane, to land sold to him by, 
and next to his father-in-law. Duckett and Otto lived there 
until their respective deaths. He did not work again. By the 
time of his death much of his wealth had been expended.
Grace McConnel, third child of Duckett and Otto White, 
has recorded some details about her parents, as follows:-
"Duckett White was 10 years when his father died.
His mother (Annie Barker) married again 10 months 
later, a man called Mant who had little money, so 
Duckett and Eaglie paid an allowance to their mother 
all her life (they had 2 Mant children). Duckett was 
sent to the Brisbane Grammar School, and as a little 
boy would spend most of his holidays with the 
Murray-Priors (relations) at Taroom Station, 
Beaudesert, or with the Harry Barkers who lived at 
East Brisbane, in the house with big grounds, which 
was later sold to start the Church of England 
Grammar School. The original house is still used, at 
Barker Street.
Duckett worked in a Bank in Brisbane, then 
jackarooed with the Mants outside Maryborough. He 
had a very bad riding accident and was unconscious 
for 10 days, and had a long recovery. He and Eaglie 
then toured the world. He then lived at the Belle 
View Hotel which was the home of many bachelors.
In 1906 he married Grace (Otto) Macdonald, and 
they spent their honeymoon touring the continent, 
England and Scotland, returning after 2 years (plus 
baby Alec). They then lived at Lota House in great 
style, with 3 servants, chauffeur -gardener - Jessie 
as nurse. They had another long trip to India- 
another to New Zealand. In 1913 he sold Lota- 
moved to Toowoomba where his 2 sons could go to 
the Prep. School. After the War he bought a cattle
168
property in 1919, outside Laidley, where we lived 
until 1928 when we moved to Brisbane. His Laidley 
property was acquired by his son Allan in the early 
1930’s."41
Otto was one of eight children. Her mother was an 
Armitage, a pioneer sugar growing family from Mackay, 
Queensland. Her youngest brother, James Shaw Rose 
Macdonald, was killed in action in Flanders in 1917 and his 
body is buried in the Macdonald family cemetery in Inverness, 
Scotland. Two of her other brothers joined the Navy. Allan 
joined the Royal Navy and married and lived in England, 
retiring as a Captain R.N. Ian was one of the Cadet
Midshipmen who formed the first class of entrants into the 
newly established Royal Australian Naval College in 1913, then 
at Corio Bay, near Geelong. He married but there was no issue 
of the marriage. He died prematurely of tuberculosis whilst 
holding the rank of Lieutenant Commander R.A.N. Two of 
Otto’s three sisters married in Queensland and produced 
thriving families (Mrs. William Crombie and Mrs. C. O. Mant). 
Her third sister, Alexandra, and her youngest brother, Alistair, 
never married and lived together in their parents' home in 
Greenslopes. Otto's father, Alexander Rose Macdonald, was the 
Queensland Under Secretary of Mines before his retirement in 
1915.43 A. R. Macdonald had bought land at Barradine Street, 
Greenslopes, Brisbane, where he built a house he named 
"Hillview". It was some of this land that he later sold to his 
son-in-law, Duckett, and his wife where they built the house 
they named "Glenlong" in Merinda Street.
Eaglie White married Eva Doreen Trenerry in 1906. They 
had four children, Ernest, Sadie, Ian and Adrian. Ian, an 
accountant, generously refurbished the family grave at Tingalpa 
and organised, before his death in 1988, a compilation of the 
family tree.
Ernest's only daughter, Ernestine, as has been mentioned, 
then aged 21, married Commander Frederick Elton R.N., in 
Australia in 1893 and went to live in England. They had four 
children, Bayard (1895), Muriel (1897), Cynthia (1900) and 
Cedric (1904).
41 Handwritten notes by Mrs. Grace McConnel, copy of 
which held by author.
42 Obituary A. R. Macdonald. 21st December, 1931. 
Unknown newspaper.
Nindooinbah Homestead c. 1908
Nindooinbah Homestead 1985
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Commander Elton, then aged 39 years, about to retire 
from the Royal Navy, was the younger son of Frederick Bayard 
Elton and Caroline, Baroness von Albedyhll, by his father's second 
marriage. The family had several large estates in England and 
Ireland and they went to live in Ireland, where their first 
child, Bayard, was born. Commander Elton's brother, Charles, 
who had lived at the beautiful Whitestaunton Manor, 
Hampshire, England, died and Frederick inherited all of those 
lands so they went to live there. Frederick became paralysed, 
by disease or accident, but lived on for 10 years. Ernes tine 
("Tina") lived an extravagant life financially and socially. 
Frederick and Tina's first child, Bayard, married three 
times. Between his and his mother's extravagance much of the 
family wealth was dissipated. Muriel, their second child, 
married Edwin Darling in 1921 and they went to live in India. 
They were later divorced and Muriel married Lennox Gilbert. 
Cynthia, their third child had a child with Joseph Tuckett who 
was killed in World War 11 and subsequently married Andrew 
Bennett (1933) of which there were three children. Cedric 
("Ted") married in 1928 and there was one child (Nicholas).43 
The descendants of Frederick Elton and Tina live mainly 
in England and details of dates and names are set out in 
Appendix A (The Family Tree). 
43 
Frederick Bayard Elton, born 3rd May 1854 at Nellore, Madras, India 
Details from Burkes Landed Gentry and Debrett. 
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CHAPTER 9
"LOTA" AND THE LATER YEARS OF WILLIAM 
DUCKETT WHITE AND JANE WHITE
By 1857 Jane White and her daughter, Helena, then aged 
16 years, were keen to move from the relatively remote area at 
"Beaudesert" into a more civilized society.1 Ernest was then 
running "Beau Desert" so William was not required on a day-to- 
day basis. It is not known when it was decided that they 
would build at and retire to the Wynnum area. The three of 
them, William, Jane and Helena, moved to a house at Eagle 
Farm in 1857 and were living there when Governor Bowen 
arrived in Brisbane on 9th December, 1861.2
W. D. White bought land at Manly, the whole area then 
being known as Tingalpa, over the period 1861-1863. On part 
of this land he built Lota House. The site is on a fine hill 
overlooking what is now the Manly Boat Harbour, which is the 
base for the Royal Queensland yacht Squadron and other yacht 
clubs and a marina. The site has a commanding view over 
Moreton Bay.
The details of early Lota House land purchases are to be 
found from searches of title deeds in the office of the 
Queensland Registrar of Titles. Certificate of Title No. 15766 
Vol. 72 Folio 36 reveals a sale by the Crown, being the first 
sale of that land in the colony, to W. D. White on 21st 
November, I860.3 Part of this land, Subdivision 2 of Portion 
79, is the land comprising 93 acres 2 roods 38 perches on 
which Lota House was built. On 29th October, 1867 W. D. 
White transferred this land to his wife, Jane. The details of 
the dealings in this land are set out in the Certificate of Title 
granted to Jane, as follows:-
" ... being subdivision two of portion 
seventy nine commencing on the shore of 
Moreton Bay at the east [it sets out the
See W. D. White’s letters.
Maud Mills. "The Story of the Whites of Bluff 
Downs". Unpublished.
The previous Certificate of Title was No. 15257 
County of Stanley Parish of Tingalpa.
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metes and bounds] being part of the land 
sold on 21st November 1860 as lot No. 16 
in pursuance of the proclamation of 24th 
September 1860 which said lot No. 16 is 
also delineated as portion no. 79 in the 
public map of the parish of Tingalpa 
deposited in the office of the Surveyor- 
General originally granted to William 
Duckett White by deed of grant under the 
seal of the colony of Queensland signed by 
Sir George Ferguson Bowen G.C.MG.
Governor installed in the office of the 
Registrar General at Brisbane No. 1884 
Vol. 20 folio 304 Dated 25th January 
1861."4
It can be seen from the above that W. D. White bought 
Portion 90, subdivided it into two parcels, and built Lota House 
on one of them. What other land dealings W. D. White may 
have entered into the Tingalpa area in the 1860*s is not known 
other than those in the area now known as Lota. As has been 
mentioned W. D. White transferred land to Jane in 1867 and 
this transfer involved three different parcels, of which one, 
subdivision 2 of Portion 79, has already been described.
The second of the parcels was an area of 140 acres, being 
Portion 90. Recorded on the title deed granted to Jane5 is 
that this land was sold by the Crown on 3rd July, 1861 (as Lot 
No. 8) to Robert George Wyndham Herbert6, John Bramston and 
William Duckett White as tenants in common. It appears that 
W. D. White bought out the interests of the other two men. 
This land, Portion 90, was bounded on the east by Moreton Bay 
and on the south by Tingalpa Creek.
The third of the parcels of land transferred to Jane in 
1867 was 36 acres 1 rood 17 perches, being Portion 79A.
All title details are taken from copies of title deeds 
obtained from the office of the Registrar of Titles in 
August 1989, by the kind offices of Mr. Fred 
Hemming, solicitor, and Mr. Bert Day, Clerk of 
Messrs. Hemming and Hart, solicitors.
Certificate of Title No. 15764 Vol. 72 Folio 34 dated 
29th October, 1867.
The Secretary to Governor Bowen and first Premier 
of the colony.
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Jane’s title deed7 records that this land was sold by the Crown 
on 3rd August, 1863 (as Lot 1) to W. D. White. This parcel of 
land is bounded on the east by Moreton Bay and on the north 
by Portion 79, so it was 36 acres immediately to the south of 
the Lota House block, and to its south again was the 140 acres 
of Portion 90. Thus, in 1867 when W. D. White transferred 
land surrounding Lota House to Jane, it comprised a total area 
of about 269 acres made up of three different lots.
Probably the planning and early construction of Lota 
house took place about 1860. Maud Mills writes:-
"He (William) did not take his seat or become a 
member (of the Legislative Council) until 1861.
(Chorus of grandchildrens* voices, ‘Why not?
Grandmother*, ‘He was too busy superintending the 
building of his new home.*) Bartley also mentions W.
D. White as one of the twelve foundation members 
of the Queensland Club, in Brisbane the ballot taken 
for the election of the original members being held 
in the Club building on March 1st., 1861. All 
records of this ballot were lost in a fire.
Meanwhile, the building of their new home, fourteen 
miles from Brisbane on Moreton Bay, progressed 
steadily. It has always been known as convict-built 
and the work was no doubt done by the expert 
workmen who were left behind when the convict 
settlement was disbanded and removed to Van 
Diemen’s Land. These men employed by the 
government and responsible for all the early fine 
stone buildings in and around Brisbane, did all the 
building as there was no other labour available.
The big, two-storied house built of brick, plastered 
white, with its outbuildings and gardens, was 
completed in 1863, and then the Whites moved in to 
their well-planned and lovely home. This property 
was given by Grandfather to my Grandmother and 
she named it Lota after her home on the shores of 
Cork Harbour. ‘Lota’, I remember her telling us, ’
‘is a Spanish word meaning washed by the sea.* 
Surely the new Lota could not have been a better
Certificate of Title No. 15765 Vol. 72 Folio 35 dated 
29th October, 1867.
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name, for the big white house still stands looking 
out over the sea from ground that slopes down to 
the edge of the cliff above the little white beach.
The house, roofed with dark grey slates, has along 
the front and sides, wide stone verandahs on to 
which, from french windows, open the ground-floor 
rooms. The tall cedar shutters, painted green, 
guarding these windows, run on iron rails let into 
the stone floor of the verandah.
*My thoughts flew to the Armada - but Cork had a wine 
trade with Spain for many years, which may account for 
the use of a Spanish word in naming this Irish home.”8
An alternative explanation for the choice of the name 
"Lota" is that which Geoffrey D. White was told by his father. 
It is that W. D. White asked Graham D. Mylne, who married his 
daughter, Helena, in 1861, for an exotic pleasant sounding name 
for the house. Graham, exercising a lively sense of humour, 
suggested "Lota". Graham had only then recently completed 
military service in India and would have been familiar with the 
Bengali/Hindi word, which means "a spheroidal water-pot, 
usually of polished brass". The sense of humour arises as the 
pot is often used as a convenience.9 (See Chapter 1 for 
details of Lota in Ireland).
W. D. White and his family moved from Eagle Farm to 
Tingalpa House10 in 1862 to oversee construction. Tingalpa 
House was the first major construction in the Tingalpa area 
(near Lota). It had been built by Mr. Braithwaite but at the 
time William and his family lived there it was owned by 
Thomas Jones.* 11 Lota House may have been first occupied in 
186212, not in 1863 as Maud Mills states.
8 Maud Mills, Ibid, pp.10-11.
9 Letter by Geoffrey D. White dated 1st March, 1990.
10 For an attempt to discover the derivation of the 
word "Tingalpa" (see the Rev. Dr. J. G. Steele 
"Aboriginal Pathways in Southeastern Queensland" 
(1983) p.114. According to an article in "The 
Queenslander" of 1st December, 1932, p.34, W. D. 
White occupied "Wyvernley", the first house at Manly 
while Lota was being built.
11 C. J. Spence, Archives Assistant, Ibid, p.l.
12 Ibid. W. D. White advertised in the "Brisbane
Courier" edition of 18th June, 1866 to finish 
extensive plumbing and plastering work on the
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A surviving record of life at "Lota" whilst W. D. White and Jane were there is that written by Maud Mills:
"In those days when I knew it Lota had a drive curving down through an open grass paddock to a Lodge Cottage beside the big white gates. On either side of the drive stood Moreton Bay figs, tall native trees with smooth, thick brown trunks and dense, dark green foliage. Under their shade grew a carpet of wild violets, each darling small flower piebald in blue and white. I loved to pick them for my mother, gathering them into tight little bunches. To the east lay the wide Bay and its many islands. On the north side of the house the big flower, fruit and vegetable gardens stretched away to where the northern boundary fence ran dividing the property from the bush. At the back of the house a big grassed courtyard divided it from the line of stables, coachhouses and haylofts opposite. While at right- angles, dividing the courtyard from the garden, were the kitchen and maids' rooms, the kitchen wing being connected with the house by a covered way which on the garden side ran up into a high wall. The fences on the eastern side with a high hedge of flowering vines and its gate through which the horses and buggies came to the stables completed the enclosure of the courtyard. In the courtyard, set in the grass were two large circular stones, beautifully cut, covering the deep wells from which rain water was pumped to the house, kitchen, stables, and gardens.
Visits to Lota were exciting and fascinating events for the many grandchildren and grand-nieces and nephews who came to say. There was much to see and to explore, one never came to the end of it. In the paddock behind the stables in a little hut, two old Kanakas lived, the remnants of a number of South Sea Islanders who had worked at Lota and perhaps at Beaudesert. These two fine old Kanakas would come running up from their hut when wanted for some imperious reason, and Grandfather on the back verandah roaring for them, his face a deep pink
house.
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and his wonderful head of white hair tossed by the 
wind, was something this grandchild could never 
forget. His quick hot temper scared us but 
fascinated too, and his sudden change to geniality 
and good-humoured fun was irresistible.
Away behind the stables on a great open space 
sloping down to more paddocks and the bush, as well 
as the Kanakas hut, were yards, cow bails, fowl 
houses and pig sties. There were barns for the 
maize, sorghum and hay grown down on the flats 
near the muddy tidal creek, and a great machine for 
cutting the green feed for the cows and horses, 
worked by a horse. In the midst of this playground
we found the best place of all ...  a small paddock
full of old machinery, surrounded by a four-railed 
wooden fence. To get to this paradise we had to 
run through a wide grassed paddock where fowls and 
guinea-fowls and turkeys roamed at large and it was 
sometimes a thrilling race to the opposite fence 
when the big turkey gobblers gave chase. It was fun 
too, to ride home in the cart sitting, all of us, on 
top of the piled-up sorghum old Viti was bringing 
from the cultivation paddock. We did this once too 
often, the cart turning over on a steepish part of 
the rough track, green stuff and children were all 
tipped out. After that we were forbidden any more 
cart rides by our respective parents. Unluckily Nell, 
the tall, slim, darkeyed cousin from Sydney was hurt, 
not badly, but she found it difficult to conceal a 
limp from the keen eyes of her grandfather. We all 
helped as much as we could, feeling sure that if Viti 
were punished, it would be something very terrible.
LOTA GRANDMAMA WHITE.
But the chief glory of Lota, even to a child, was the 
garden. No other garden since has seemed to me so 
enchanting, as though someone had waved a wand, 
and there was the perfect garden, and too lovely to 
last, it has disappeared as though it had never been.
My Grandmother was the genie ...  or it was the
genius.... who waved the wand. The wand, of course, 
was the memory of the garden she had known and 
loved. We know the Irish garden has not 
disappeared, at least it had not in 1929. In that 
year, tall, dark-eyed cousin Nell was visiting Ireland
176
and in a letter to a brother in Queensland she 
wrote, ‘people named Beamish now own Lota and still 
there is a very beautiful garden there.’
Although my memories of it are so clear, it is not 
easy to tell of the loveliness of this Queensland 
garden. Among the wide beds of sweet-scented, old- 
fashioned flowers and the big bushes of roses near 
the house, ran paths of white gravel. Narrower 
paths curved away through flowering shrubs and 
trees to an open space of grass and sunshine, where 
a tall gum tree stood with a pink blossomed vine 
clinging to its smooth white trunk; near it the 
scarlet and gold of poincianas and a jacaranda tree 
like a great misty, mauve-blue cloud. High above 
the garden towered two Bunya-bunya trees. These 
trees were very dark and very tall like giant 
Christmas trees, with nuts that the aborigines and 
we too, found so good to eat when roasted. 
Another turn in the path brought one to a large 
camphor laurel tree ... our play house of many 
rooms. Beyond, in an open grassy space stood the 
funny little summer house, sun-drenched and very 
sweet with the scent of stephanotis and yellow honey 
suckle.
Beyond that again, white and purple grapes ran row 
upon row to the garden boundary fence. Behind the 
kitchen wing more grapes grew on two large, V- 
shaped trellises, under which one could walk and 
pick the luscious black bunches hanging there. In 
this part of the garden the peaches and apricots and 
plums grew, and lines and lines of orange trees. On 
the far side of a wide pathway ran the high fence 
hung with passionfruit. This was not a very popular 
part of the garden for some of us, for here on a 
long platform in their old-fashioned skeps, lived the 
bees.
Vivid as my memories are of the Lota garden, they 
are not so clear of the Grandmother who created it. 
I was only a child of ten when she died and, when I 
last saw her a year or so before, she seemed 
shadowy and remote. Only one memory is distinct 
and clear, of a little upright figure, her head and 
shoulders wrapped in a great dark shawl, and her 
quick walking to and fro, up and down the long
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verandah facing the sea. I don’t remember her ever 
speaking directly to me or to my brothers. How 
very different she must have been when the older 
grandchildren knew her. With her keen intellect and 
wide interests, she was not the usual domesticated 
woman of her time. My cousin Ethel has told me 
something of what she remembers of her, her great 
love of books, her interest in the thought of the 
day. She read, among other serious writers, 
Darwin, Huxley and John Stuart Mill. Sir George 
Bowen was a frequent visitor and enjoyed discussing 
books and politics with her. ‘The Lota People*, 
Ethel said, ‘saw many visitors and R.W.G. Herbert 
was their closest friend*.
Robert Wyndham Herbert came from England with Sir 
George Bowen as his private secretary, and was 
appointed first Premier of the colony by him. 
Scott’s history of Australia tells that ‘this polished 
son of Eton and Oxford retained office until 1886, 
and, after his return to England, became permanent 
secretary for the Colonies, holding the post for 
twenty-one years.*
Ethel told me too that ‘Grandmama,* as she always 
called her, ‘never cared much for women, but 1 can 
remember how she would keep Sir George and the 
other men in fits of laughter with her stories and 
Irish wit, and sometimes Grandmama would speak of 
her brother Jim as very wild and a great horseman, 
and of her father as a famous whip.*
Ethel remembers very well driving to Church one hot 
Sunday sitting with Grandmama in the wagonette, 
Grandpapa on the box beside Stone, the coachman 
who drove the two white horses. Grandmama, quick 
and impatient kept tapping with one shoe and 
repeating, ‘Do drive a little faster* and ‘my father 
would not have tolerated this pace,* and Ethel said, 
"I remember how shocked I was when Grandpapa 
looked down from the box seat and said ‘Damn your 
father!*
The Tingalpa Church was a small wooden building, 
enclosed by a paling fence, to which the horses from 
the buggies were hitched during the service. It was 
a peaceful spot in those days with the natural bush
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around it. What I chiefly remember of my church­
going there, is listening to the singing of the birds, 
the sound of bees, and the effort of keeping my eyes 
open for seemingly endless hours. My Grandmother, 
Jane White, died on August 2nd, 1887, aged seventy- 
six and is buried in the little Tingalpa Churchyard.
My impressions of Lota on that first visit were very 
vague. 1 was six years old, Ernest four, and the 
baby brother, about nine or ten months old, when my 
Mother brought us down from Bluff Downs, our home 
in North Queensland. With us as nurse came old 
Bella, as we children always spoke of her - why I 
know not, unless it was her size. She was not old 
and had not long arrived from Northern Ireland, a 
great, gawky immigrant girl of over six feet, taking 
number eight in boots and very, very plain. But 
Bella was utterly honest and utterly loyal and 
devoted to my Mother. She put the baby down on 
the big bed in an upstairs bedroom, a lovely room 
with its front windows looking on to the sea and its 
side windows overlooking the garden. She gave him 
his bottle as he lay there and a queer-looking bottle 
it was. It had flat sides and the teat was connected 
to it by a long rubber tube. I have since wondered 
how many babies died because of those tubes. The 
baby brother didn't die but he was seriously ill for 
some time. Bella had not been able to keep the tube 
quite clean.
LOT A IPSWICH VISIT GRANNY LORD
When we next were at Lota, a year or so later, the 
baby brother was well again and walking, though 
rather too thin and big eyed. I can see him with 
his blue-grey eyes and silvery hair, a pale-faced 
solemn little boy, sitting astride the foot of his 
Grandfather, who, in a merry mood, swung him up 
and down, singing with an exaggerated brogue:
Tf I had a Nedda wat wouldn't go,
D'You think I'd wallop him? Oh, no, no, no,
I'd give him oats and I’d give him hay,
And I'd say, "Gee, Whoa, Neddy, Gee Way".'
In spite of being a year older, I can remember very 
little of what went on during this second visit,
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except playing in the garden and learning to like 
oysters. What is clear and well-remembered of this 
time is a visit with Mother to her people. Granny 
Lord had been ill for some time, and so that she 
could be near her doctor, Grandfather had taken a 
house in Ipswich, going back and forth between this 
house and his farm, Calliards, near Toowoomba. The 
boys, we left at Lota with Bella. We stayed only 
two short weeks at the Ipswich house, and the 
memory of that time is one of utter peace and 
happiness. For one thing, I learned for the first 
time the joy of having a playmate of my own age. 
She was the little daughter of a girlhood friend of 
my Mother Fanny Lord, and came every day to play 
with me in the garden so high above the street. A 
long flight of stone steps led up to the house, and 
here in the garden above the steps, Goody Two 
Shoes (I never can remember her real name) and I 
spent joyous hours with our dolls and our tea 
parties, in a world entirely our own. To us, in our 
play, would come magical sounds from a piano in the 
house. It was my Mother playing to her own 
Mother. They both had the gift of music. There, 
too, was my tall Grandfather, so handsome and so 
charming to talk to, whom I learned to adore, in 
spite of his teasing. While gardening he often wore 
an old cap, and it was not until years later that I 
discovered it to be, not a train conductors cap, but 
one he had worn when a student at a German 
University.
Granny, who was not tall, had a look of quiet 
dignity, and I must have gazed long at the perfect 
picture she made to remember it so well ... the long, 
soft black dress with white ruffles of hand-made lace 
worn at the throat and wrist, and on the tiny caps 
she wore on her hair, hair once black, but now 
snow-white, and the deep blue eyes that were as 
bright as ever. Perhaps it was the spirituality in 
her look that held my childish gaze. She had a very 
beautiful speaking voice, and as clearly as I 
remember the picture she made, I can hear that 
lovely voice, when one evening I happened to stand 
between her chair and the big lamp, saying softly, 
"Dear little Maud, you are not transparent".
Long afterwards, when speaking of that time, I asked
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my Mother, why, child as I was, I had sensed such a 
feeling of peace and happiness while there; she had 
said simply, "I think it was because my Mother and 
Father loved one another to the end of their lives".
It could not have been very long after our return to 
Lota that news arrived of Granny Lord’s death. 
G randfather came at once to my Mother and she 
returned with him, taking me too. She looked very 
tall and pale in her black dress, and now all was 
sadness in the house in Ipswich. One of her friends, 
taking me by the hand, led me upstairs to 
Grandmother’s room. I went reluctantly and 
fearfully, but when we entered the room and I saw 
the bed covered with the most beautiful flowers, all 
my fears vanished, and death was not remembered as 
dreadful after that; but I do remember my Mother’s 
terrible grief.
LOTA FOOD
The effect that Lota always had on me of being both 
mysterious and exciting as well as a little 
frightening, stayed as long as it was known to me as 
a child. As I grew older, however, the sense of the 
fun and enjoyment of it all grew too. When the big 
house was full of grandchildren, grandnieces and 
nephews, gathered in the houseparties that so 
delighted G randfather, then the place would lend 
itself to the party spirit, brimming over with gaiety. 
For one thing, the food was so good and our days 
were punctuated with the most delicious meals. 
There was nothing wrong with the food at home with 
its Devon and Shorthorn beef and no better 
vegetables than those grown by Ah Sing in the 
garden down by the spring; oranges and grapes and 
melons grew there too, but somehow it just didn’t 
compare with the oysters, fish, crabs and fru it that 
were part of the romantic appeal of Lota for us all
.....  Even a child could be aware of some extra
quality, something ‘rich and strange’ in the life 
there. (I don’t mean ‘rich’ in the money sense - and 
neither did Shakespeare). It was something that 
captivated a child’s mind and at the same time had 
very little to do with childish things. Perhaps I was 
a greedy little girl - whether or not, those meals 
have never been forgotten. Breakfast, fo t instance,
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with the scent of roses and heliotrope (we called it 
cherry-pie) coming in from the garden through the 
french windows. Sitting round the big table, (and no 
one was allowed to be late), we began with porridge 
made from oatmeal grown in Scotland, much more 
delicious than porridge made today, and so was the 
black treacle - but really black! - all the way from 
Jamaica. And of course, there was cream too. The 
meal would go on its cheerful way, with fish and 
eggs and home-made bread and butter; with fruit and 
honey from the garden; Grandfather sitting at the 
head of the table eating his egg from a cup with 
bread crumbs and butter as was his custom. If there 
was an egg left over in the big, silver egg-stand, his 
favourite grandchild was always given it by him. We 
were all terribly jealous each time this happened, but 
Nina, who was a dumpling laughing school-girl, was 
forgiven because she had the art of keeping 
Grandfather in great good humour.
As for those oysters ... Lota would not have been so 
much Lota without them ... oysters in great tin trays 
brought hot from the kitchen where they had been 
left in the oven just long enough for the heat to 
open them. Oysters on shells with a squeeze of 
lemon juice, and best of all, the oysters we knocked 
off the rocks and roasted on a fire on the beach. 
That little strip of beach below the cliff was the 
scene of many an oyster feast. It was great fun for 
the grown-ups too, in old clothes or bathers, to go 
out on the rocks when the tide was out, and armed 
with hammers, knock off buckets full of those 
delicious things. Sometimes one of the old Kanakas 
would bring the horse and cart round by the beach 
where the cliff ended, with all the paraphernalia for 
a picnic. He would make a fire and boil the kettle 
(never a billy) while we cooked our oysters. The 
picnic would end in a ride home for those too lazy 
to climb the long wooden stairway, in spite of its 
railed-in seat half way up where one could rest one's 
legs while admiring the view. This stairway took 
one up the cliff from the strip of white beach which 
lay between the boat shed and the jetty .... When
the tide was in we bathed from the beach and some 
of us would swim out to the end of the jetty, but 
that was before a shark's fin was seen by one of us, 
not far from the jetty's end. We know how patently
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scents can bring back memories of times past, and I 
have only to remember the smell of the mud flats in 
the Bay, to see again the shimmering tide coming in 
to cover them, then flowing in among the rocks 
where we oystered, and the clear, clean sea-water 
rising around the jetty where we bathed. There was 
the sinister smell of the big cellar, dank and dark, 
when we were allowed to poke our noses in and peep 
through the little door at the end of the pantry. 
This was where Grandfather's Porphyry, Hock and 
Chablis and his home-made orange wine, that visitors 
were too polite to refuse, were kept. The little 
pantry under the stairs smelt of oysters, or more 
truly, of the many empty shells on their way back to 
the kitchen. The bathroom with its big white bath 
with edge of polished wood, always, however clean it 
was, held the scent of Grandfather’s hairwash. This 
wash, used daily on his head of beautiful white 
hair, made from borax, camphor and water mixed 
ready for use, stood in whisky bottles on a little 
table near the window.
Always, at Christmas time, Lota was crammed full of 
children of all ages, with or without their parents. 
The rooms and the big hall would be decorated with 
green branches and flowers showing up so beautifully 
against the background of white walls and dark 
woodwork. Over the archway of the folding doors 
between the dining and drawing rooms a huge bunch 
of mistletoe always hung.
Everyone went to Church on Christmas Day, and the 
little Tingalpa Church would be full, not only of 
people, but also of masses of flowers, many from the 
Lota garden. The service over, back we would all 
go, home again for Christmas Dinner, the noble feast 
Cook had prepared so well for us.
One such dinner made history, at least the school­
boy cousin f rom Sydney did, the one with the 
twinkly dark eyes. He ate more than his fair share 
of plum pudding, with the result that there was a 
bang on the wall opposite, and a button missing 
from his too-tight waistcoat. Not until we were all 
sure that Grandfather found it funny too, did we 
give tongue to the mirth consuming us. Now that he 
was growing old, there were times when he wasn’t
183
quite so ready to see a joke, as for instance, when 
one of the now grown-up cousins was caught 
kissing his younger cousin under the mistletoe. 
There was the "devil to pay" over that and they 
were in disgrace for some days. She was probably 
the school-girl cousin from Brisbane who wore such 
pretty summer frocks and who amazed and shocked 
her girl cousins by wearing a bustle! (a new fashion 
worn by smart women). She was tall and slim and 
very fair, and we thought very grown-up for her 
age. Four years later she was staying with Aunt 
Helena Mylne in Sydney when I, at boarding school 
in Sydney, arrived for a week-end holiday. That 
evening I saw her leaving for the Naval Ball at 
Garden island, looking so pretty with her bright blue 
eyes and golden hair, and like a fairy  princess in an 
ivory satin ball gown. This gown was made with a 
watteau pleat, as it was called, falling from the back 
of the neck to the floor to form a small train  - a 
graceful fashion on a tall, slim young figure. It was 
the night when Lieutenant Elton, out here in one of 
the English battle ships, proposed and was accepted. 
After they were married, she went to live in England 
at White Staunton Manor in Somerset - the home her 
husband had inherited. Their eldest son, Bayard, saw 
fighting in France jn  the 1914 war against the 
Germans.
Running from the front door at Lota is a wide, L- 
shaped stone paved hall with a door at the back 
opening on to the back verandah. It was this hall 
that gave us one of our biggest thrills. High up 
around the walls hung the stuffed heads of wild 
animals Captain Mylne had shot while in India, and 
brought to Australia with him. When he married 
A unt Helena he gave them to her father. These 
glassy-eyed heads did not worry us much in the
daytime, but at bedtime when we came out of the 
brightly lit rooms into the shadowy hall, I for one
was scared stiff. We had to cross the hall to light
our candles, left for us on a table at the foot of the 
stairs and with tigers and leopards, a mountain goat 
with enormous horns, and a fierce black panther all 
watching us, it didn’t take very long to light those 
candles. And though we kept repeating to
ourselves, at least I did, ‘They’re only stuffed ... the 
silly old things are only stu ffed’, it d idn’t take long
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to get up the stairs and into bed either.
Another tremendous thrill was the sudden appearance 
of a strange man who frightened the maids in the 
kitchen and sent them screaming up along the 
covered passageway and into the house. The grown­
ups and children were all in the dining or drawing­
room. Father went out with Grandfather into the 
hall to see what was happening, and while Cook was 
telling them how ‘a man had walked into the 
kitchen* and they ‘couldn’t understand a word he 
said’, and ‘he threatened our lives’, a ring came to 
the door. Father opened it and in the dim light of 
the hall lamp a sinister-looking figure could be seen 
in a long black overcoat and black hat pulled down 
well over his eyes. Grandfather, on catching sight 
of him, turned and shouted, ‘Take the children away 
and shut the doors’. However, we had a good look 
round the dining room door before someone closed it. 
The mysterious stranger took to his heels while this 
commotion was going on, and Grandfather began 
shouting for his two old kanakas and his muzzle- 
loader, and thrust his tall, bearded son aside when 
he tried to dissuade him from going in pursuit. Loud 
cries were now heard from the drive and the man 
from the Lodge with his wife and baby appeared at 
the front door, calling out that they had been 
threatened by a desperate-looking man, given him 
some bread and he had made off down to the 
mangroves. Grandfather, now more determined then 
ever, ignoring all efforts to stop him, departed with 
his two old henchmen, one carrying a hurricane 
lamp, the other the muzzle-loader. To everyone’s 
relief they returned without finding the man. Some 
days later we heard that a prisoner, a Frenchman 
knowing no English, had escaped from New 
Caledonia, landing somewhere on the Queensland 
coast. The police searching for him told us this. 
The unfortunate man must have been starving and it 
is no wonder that his appearance and behaviour were 
desperate and frightening.
We grandchildren had another thrill about that time 
when the dining room chimney caught fire. 
Grandfather, who always treated his six-foot-two son 
as though he were still a little boy, shouted to him 
to keep out of the way, and as usual, took charge of
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the situation. From the drawing room, we children 
with Mother, watched an amazing scene. The maids 
had been told to bring wet bags and these they held 
up in a half-hearted way on either side of the 
fireplace, while the master of the house with his 
snow-white hair, and by now very red face, knelt 
down on the hearth and with hands that trembled 
with age, not fear, fired the muzzle loader up the 
chimney.
Is it any wonder we loved Lota?
MAB. BLUFF DOWNS. I Q??Y
It must have been on my eleventh birthday that 
Grandfather presented me with a horse, or perhaps 
she should be called a pony. I had ridden ever since 
I was four years old, at home on the Bluff, but this 
was my first time on a horse at Lota. Grandfather, 
then eighty, looked very old and rather fierce 
sitting on his old grey cob, telling me to put Mab 
through her paces. As I cantered past him he would 
shout, ‘Strike her on the right shoulder, strike her 
on the right shoulder, she’s cantering on the wrong 
foot.' This lesson in horsemanship took place in a 
sunny open paddock outside the drive gates. It was 
summer time and very hot, or so thought the little 
girl in a holland riding habit on a small side-saddle 
as she cantered and trotted the pony backwards and 
forwards.
Mab evidently passed muster for she was sent up 
after this to Bluff Downs. Boarding school in 
Sydney began for me next year, and when at home 
for the precious Christmas holidays, she became my 
chief hack.
Mab had some odd and incurable habits; one was to 
lie down or try to, without warning; when she 
succeeded I would jump off, get her up, mount 
quickly and go on again. Cantering through trees 
one had to insist firmly on her passing a tree on 
the side one intended to go oneself. She was also 
very keen on scraping me off on low-growing bushes 
and branches. Strangely enough, I must have been 
fond of the wretched animal, for some years later 
when I had bigger and better horses, my Father
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offering to sell Mab so that I would have the money 
to spend, I answered by bursting into loud sobs. 
Nothing more being said on the subject, Mab, left in 
peace out on the run, eventually died of old age.
We were very young indeed, Ernest and I, when at 
home at the Bluff, we first learned to sit on a horse 
and be happy about it. Loppy was a quiet bay mare 
of uncertain age, probably the quietest horse Father 
could find on the station, and we began by walking 
her back and forth between the house and the 
men’s quarters, Ernest & I sitting bare-back on her, 
little black Ned sometimes making a third. My first 
canter was on her, saddled this time, the small 
riding-pad becoming a little girl’s side-saddle when 
two tiny pommels had been screwed in. Mother, on 
her big grey mare Daylight, held Loppy on a leading 
rein as we jogged round the Little Paddock then 
crossed the Little Spring; this distinctly remembered 
first canter taking place on the flat across the 
Spring from Ah Sing’s vegetable garden. How proud 
I was to be only four and a bit on that important 
day.t Loppy was so-called because she had a funny 
ear - it always flopped and was really only half an 
ear. One of the black-boy stockmen, Jimmy I think 
it was, told us ‘She bin lie down nighttime close up 
longa camp (they were out mustering) an dingo bin 
come up quick fella an bite ‘em ear.* Thoroughly 
believing this exciting story we looked upon Loppy 
as no ordinary horse - and neither she was!
LQIAi GRANDFATHER’S DEATH.
As the grandchildren grew up they found Lota 
growing more sober and silent each year. The thrills 
and the excitement had vanished, the shouting too 
had gone, and with it the fun and laughter. 
Grandfather was growing old, life was changing 
swiftly all around him, but for him there was no 
thought of temporising with the new ways ... no 
thought of meeting them half-way. When the railway 
from Brisbane was built to and around Moreton Bay, 
running for part of the way through Lota paddocks, 
people came in increasing numbers to live in the 
small townships beside the Bay. The township of 
Manly with its railway station, was only a mile or so 
to the north of the house. As the house was very
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near the property’s northern boundary, the boundary 
fence ran along the far side of the garden and down 
the cliff to the sea, quite close to the boat>shed, 
the jetty and the little beach. This meant, 
inevitably, the oysters discovered by week-end 
trippers who picnicked along the sea-shore, began to 
disappear rapidly.
Those famous oysters come into two, at least, of the 
many stories of Grandfather told and retold by the- 
family with amusement, not unmixed with pride. One 
is of the fence he had built along the cliff above 
the beach, and the wild bull kept there with a large 
notice to the effect put up as a warning to 
trespassers. When this was of no avail, he began 
patrolling the top of the cliff with the old muzzle- 
loader. Still the oysters went on disappearing, if not 
in the daytime, then at night, when men came in 
boats and took both rock and mud oysters. His 
precious oysters! This surely convinced him, if 
nothing else could, of the uselessness of fighting the 
new conditions. He shut himself up in the big 
house, isolating himself from the life around him, 
and even from his own people, choosing to live 
quietly and leave everything to his house-keeper. He 
died aged eighty-six on August 11th, 1893, in his big 
room upstairs, with windows facing east and south.
On that night the curlews came flocking in great 
numbers, making a wild clamour round the house 
with their strange haunting cry: so his grandchild
Nina, was told by the old housekeeper. That touch 
of fantasy and legendary Ireland makes a fitting 
end to the story of the genial, firey-spirited Anglo- 
Irishman who was my grandfather. He was buried in 
the Tingalpa Churchyard."13
W. D. White and Jane lived in Lota house until Jane’s 
death there on 2nd August, 188714, after which W. D. White 
was assisted by a housekeeper. Under Jane’s Will W. D. White 
was granted a life interest in all of the three parcels of land 
with the remainder i.e. reversion, on the death of W. D. White,
13 Maud Mills, Ibid pp.11-17. (The part of Maud Mills’ 
manuscript dealing with "Bluff Downs" is included in 
Chapter 10).
14 The "Courier" 5th August, 1887; Title Deeds in 1867.
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to A1bert.15 After W. D. White's death the house passed to 
Albert who was living on Bluff Downs, so it was loaned and 
rented to various people for some years. One tenant was the 
Macartney family, who later bought Ormiston House.16 
(Ormiston House was built a few years after Lota). 
W. D. White died at Lota on 11th August, 1893. He and 
Jane were both buried in the churchyard at Tingalpa where 
their graves lie side by side in a common cemented area fenced 
by iron railings. Their daughter, Helena Mylne, who died on 
23rd August, 1922, also lies with them, as does her son, 
Graham Ernest Mylne, who died 11th June, 1958. The 
inscription also includes Kathleen Mylne (Graham's wife), who 
died 26th November, 1967. (The late Ian White generously 
refurbished the area in about 1987 from its then neglected 
state and had a stonemason add further detail). The church is 
still in use but only has a visiting rector and a small number 
of parishioners. Also buried in the cemetery, although in a 
different part, are the ashes of Helena Maud White (nee 
Ogilvie) who died 6th May, 1944 and her husband Ernest 
Edward Duckett White, who died 15th June, 1956.17 The 
cemetery is now a closed one i.e. no further burials are allowed 
there. 
Not a great deal is known of William's personal qualities. 
He was, apparently, generous by nature. In November 1876 
four youths hired a boat from Petrie's Bight, Brisbane for a 
trip on Moreton Bay. They were driven to take shelter on the 
shores of Waterloo Bay (the Lota area) by bad weather. They 
were later at some pains to express their gratitude to William 
for "the great kindness and hospitality displayed by him".18 In 
a warm obituary of him in 1893 it was written: "It may be 
safely said that amongst that fine stalwart race of pioneer 
squatters and settlers whose r-anks are fast becoming depleted 
by the hands of death, none had more friends or fewer enemies 
than the deceased gentleman." 
15 
16 
17 
18 
See Title Deeds above referred to. 
Unknown newspaper cutting about Lota House, 
written at the time of sale by G. Mylne to the 
Brisbane Synod of the Church of England in 1961. 
From visit of author and inspecting the headstones 
and the Parish Register headed "Christ Church 
Tingalpa. Register of Graves" on 25th April, 1988. 
Extract from the "Courier" 18th November, 1876. 
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W. D. White took his share of public duties during his 
lifetime. He was one of the first members of the Bulimba 
Divisional Board (later cut up into the divisions of Wynnum, 
Balmoral, Coorparoo and Bulimba), and a church warden of the 
Tingalpa Anglican Church.10 He was also a Justice of the 
Peace.30 He was known for his style and of horses and his 
obituary refers to his use in later life of a pair of grey horses 
which were almost as well known as himself.31 In 1846 he 
contributed, along with many other prominent people, £2 as a 
testimonial to Dr. Leichhardt and his party for their past and 
proposed further exploration of western Queensland.33
William left a Will dated 9th August, 1888. It was 
attested to (witnessed) by Charles Stumm and Charles 
Macgroarty, then articled clerks to H. L. £. Ruthning, solicitor, 
all of whom became leading figures in the Queensland legal 
world. Under its terms William bequeathed the contents of the 
house at Lota to his son, Albert, and the residue of his estate 
in equal shares to his daughter, Helena Mylne, and her children 
(Anne D. Mylne, Graham E. Mylne, Thomas H. Mylne, Helena 
Mylne and Nina B. Mylne) in equal shares. The trustees were 
Helena Mylne, F. H. Hart, Merchant, and R. Little, Gentleman. 
By a codicil dated 15th August, 1889 he included Helena’s other 
child, Ethel M. Ogilvie, to share equally with her mother and 
siblings, she having expressly having been left out earlier 
because of her legacy under Jane’s Will. The Will expressly 
recited that his estate then included one-third interests in 
Bluff Downs Station and stock, Beaudesert Station and stock 
and a Life Policy in the Liverpool and London and Globe 
Insurance Company.33 William certainly had other assets as in 
the administration of his estate a payment was made for rates 
on land at Coogee.34 The Lota land is not mentioned as it 
was owned by his wife, Jane. The Will also left £400 to his 
housekeeper, Augusta Thuran, and £300 to his niece, Sarah 
Graham, widow of Charles Stuart Graham.
19 Ibid.
30 Draft letter from C. J. Spence, Queensland State Archives.
31 Extract from the "Courier" 18th November, 1876.
33 The "Moreton Bay Courier" 20th June, 1846.
33 Photocopy of Last Will and Testament of W. D. 
White, the original of which is held by Mrs. Sylvia 
Bassingthwaighte.
34 Draft letter of Spence, Ibid.
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CHAPTER 10
"BLUFF DOWNS" AND ALBERT WILLIAM PUCKETT WHITE
The Crown Lands Alienation Act 1858 (Queensland) was 
passed with the intent that closer settlement should occur in 
many of the areas over which grazing leases had earlier been 
granted. As the area around "Beaudesert" was attractive for 
closer settlement this was one of the early areas selected by 
the government for that purpose. W. D. White, therefore, lost 
much of the area of his cattle runs and it was uneconomical to 
continue on smaller areas. He decided, along with many others 
of the early entrepreneurial graziers, to take up land in the 
less closely settled areas, which land was available in the north 
and west of Queensland. By the early 1870*s his eldest son« 
Ernest, was established on "Nindooinbah", his daughter, Helena, 
was married and settled with her husband, so it was natural 
that he should take up grazing interests in the north to 
continue grazing and at the same time to make provision for 
his younger son, Albert.
Albert had been born on 13th April, 18471, so in 1870 he 
was 23 years of age and already experienced in bush skills. He 
had attended St. Mark’s Collegiate School at Macquarie Fields, 
N.S.W., over the years 1860-1862, which school was absorbed by 
Kings School in 1868.3 This schooling is indicated from W. D. 
White’s letters and also that he left school at about the age of 
15 years and went to work on "Beaudesert".
One area in the north which was acquired was known as 
"Bluff Downs" (also "Red Bluff") near Charters Towers in the 
Burdekin River area. It was initially taken up by Joseph Hann, 
who, with his wife, Elizabeth, and three children went to north 
Queensland from Victoria in 1861. In 1864 Joseph Hann was 
drowned in the Burdekin River and his wife died a few months
Albert’s Baptism Certificate. He was baptised at St. 
Johns, Brisbane on 23rd September, 1847 into the 
Church of England.
Most Old Boys of the school were subsequently 
regarded by the Kings School Old Boys Union as 
members. The Kings School Register 1831-1981; and 
research by A. G. D. White - enclosures to letter to 
author dated 22 March, 1990.
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after.8 One of the sons, William, continued the family grazing 
interests at Maryvale, on a branch of the Clarke River, which 
adjoined "Bluff Downs", in partnership, with his brothers and in 
1872 they sold their interest in "Bluff Downs" to the Whites 
and moved to nearby "Mary Vale".4
Some background to the Whites and "Bluff Downs" is 
contained in a newspaper article about Mr. Harry Macedón 
Clarke O.B.E., who was manager (and, later a partner) of "Bluff 
Downs" for many years.
"His memory is clear, however, on the history of his 
area, and he recollects that Joseph Hann, Richard 
Daintree, and two Melbourne solicitors formed a 
partnership with an investment of £1000 each. Two 
properties, Mary Vale and Red Bluff, were taken up 
on a rental basis from the Queensland Government, 
and Hann and Daintree moved their families north 
from Victoria.
Hann’s wife, four sons and daughter were to help 
him tame the land that Clarke says even today 
brings both anguish and joy to those who try to 
make a living from it.
For the Hann family, anguish came long before the 
joy. Early in January 1865 Joseph drowned in the 
Burdekin River and the eldest son, William, 28, was 
left to manage the two stations.
Daintree, a geologist, was not suitably experienced in 
land and stock management to take on the 
responsibility of running 1600 square miles - the 
total area covered by the two adjoining properties.
When Joseph Hann first saw the plains surrounded by 
dark basalt hills, he believed the country ideal for 
sheep and English-bred cattle. But his sudden death 
meant it was his son who witnessed how harsh 
climate and parasites would take their toll of both.
To run sheep in those days meant 3,000 to 4,000 in
s
4
"Triumph in the Tropics" by Sir Raphael Cilento 
(1959), p.244.
Ibid.
192
one flock, accompanied by a shepherd. The shepherd 
had to contend with Aborigines attacking the flock; 
sheep diseased with footrot as a result of the north’s 
wet season; and spear grass. Spear grass kills a 
sheep slowly, by working its arrow-like barbs 
through the wool, into the skin and ends by piercing 
the sheep’s lungs.
After ... years of struggling against all these odds, 
William realised that sheep introduced by his father 
were not going to survive in the north.
In November 1870, both Richard Daintree and William 
Hann left. Daintree sailed for England and later 
became the consul for Queensland while Hann, 
accompanied by 19,000 sheep, headed south for the 
Murray River.
It took more than a year and the loss of 750 head 
before they reached the New South Wales-Victorian 
border where the entire flock was sold to a waiting 
buyer.
Free of this burden, Hann wrote in his diary ‘I 
couldn’t wait to get to Melbourne, so I borrowed a 
horse and arrived in time for Christmas Day, 1871’.
In Melbourne, Hann sold Red Bluff, or Bluff Downs 
as it was then called, to W. D. White and Sons for 
£250. W. D. White and Sons were well known south­
east Queensland graziers and this purchase was their 
first in the north.
William then bought out his other partners in Mary 
Vale and travelled by ship back to Townsville and 
his cattle property.
In 1923 Clarke was offered a job as head stockman 
by E. E. D. White at Bluff Downs. He stayed one 
year before returning home.
Tn July 1925 after being offered the position of sub­
manager and a small interest in the company, I 
returned to the property which had originally been 
my great-grandfather's. Later that year I was 
promoted to manager and this time round my stay
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lasted 12 years*. Clarke left when White sold the 
property to Sir William Angliss. Bluff Downs is part 
of Queensland Stations, the public unlisted company 
built up since 1914, which now has holdings covering 
an estimated 1.4 per cent of Queensland and carrying 
almost 140,000 cattle.
Three properties, Strathmore, Vanrook and Miranda 
Downs are located far north in Cape York Peninsula. 
Another property, Glen Prairie, is between 
Marlborough and St. Lawrence while the other three 
- Bluff Downs, Dotswood and Wandovale - are in the 
Townsville-Charters Towers region.
When Bluff Downs was sold to Angliss, Clarke quit 
W. D. White and Sons. His small interest had 
increased to an eighth share, and on retirement 
Clarke agreed to part of that year's profit and 
ownership of his present property, Fanning River.
W. D. White started at Bluff Downs with shorthorn 
cattle, but introduced Devons to cross with the 
shorthorns for a more robust beast. E. E. D. White 
was credited with being the best breeder of Devons 
in north Queensland, but they have since been 
replaced and today Bluff Downs is a highly respected 
Santa Gertrudis stud".5
The details of the leases which comprised "Bluff Downs" 
were summarised for A. G. D. White (Geoffrey) in 1974 by Miss 
M. Carter, as member of the staff of the Queensland State 
Archives, and are as follows:-
"Bluff Downs
The pastoral holdings of Bluff Downs 
situated in the North Kennedy Pastoral 
District was comprised of the following 
coterminous runs:
5 The Weekend Australian Magazine of 5th-6th April, 
1986. The property has since been sold again 
several times.
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Bird Bush, Ban Ban, Rimbanda, Red Bluff, 
Chance Hays, Thorngrove, Malmesbury, 
Nulla Nulla, Nulla Nulla No. 2, Nulla Nulla 
No. 3, Tallegulla No. 3.
Bird Bush
Applicant: Joseph Hann
Date of Application: 2 May 1862
Area: 75 square miles
Lease Issued: 1 Jan 1863
Transfers: From the Executor of the late
Joseph Hann to the Trust and 
Agency Corporation 
of Australia 1865.
To William Duckett White and 
Ernest White 1872.
To William Duckett White and 
Albert William Duckett White 
1886.
Ban Ban 
Applicant:
Date of Application: 
Area:
Lease Issued: 
Transfers:
[Q.S.A. CLO/N18, 
LAN/N73]
John & Christopher Allingham 
14 March 1863 
31 square miles 
1 July 1863
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 4 Feb 
1873 by William Duckett White 
and Ernest White.
To William Duckett White and 
Albert William Duckett White 
1886.
[Q.S.A. CLO/N19]
Rimbanda
Applicant: John and Christopher Allingham
Date of Application: 6 March 1863
Area: 32 square miles
Lease Issued: 1 July 1863
Transfers: Unexpired term of lease
purchased at auction on 16 July 
1872 by William Duckett White 
and Ernest White.
To William Duckett White and 
Albert William Duckett White 
1886.
[Q.S.A. CLO/N17]
Albert William Duckett White
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Red Bluff 
Applicant:
Date of Application: 
Area:
Lease Issued: 
Transfers:
Joseph Hann
2 May 1862 
75 square miles 
1 Jan 1865
From the Executor of the late 
Joseph
Hann to the Trust and Agency 
Corporation of Australasia 1865. 
To William Duckett White and 
Ernest White 1872.
To William Duckett White and 
Albert William Duckett White 
1886.
Chance Havs 
Applicant:
Date of Application: 
Area:
Lease Issued: 
Transfers:
[Q.S.A. CLO/N18, 
LAN/N73]
John Thomas Hann 
2 May 1862 
52 square miles 
24 Feb 1865 
To James Gibson 1863.
To William Glen Walker 1863.
To William Hann, Rivett Henry 
Bland, Richard Daintree, Edward 
Klingender 1865.
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 4 Feb 
1873 by William Duckett White. 
To William Duckett White and 
Albert William Duckett White 
1885.
Thorngrove
Applicant:
Date of Application: 
Area:
Lease Issued: 
Transfers:
[Q.S.A. CLO/N18]
William Hann 
2 May 1862 
50 square miles 
1 Jan 1863
To James Gibson 1863.
To William Glen Walker 1863.
To William Hann, Rivett Henry 
Bland, Richard Daintree, Edward 
Klingender 1865.
To Rivett Henry Bland, Richard 
Daintree, Edward Klingender 
1869.
Unexpired term of lease
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Malmesbury
purchased at auction on 9 Aug 
1873 by William Duckett White. 
To William Duckett White and 
Albert William Duckett White 
1885.
[Q.S.A. CLO/N18]
Applicant: Joseph Hann
Date of Application: 29 May 1861
Area:
Lease Issued: 
Transfers:
75 square miles 
1 Jan 1863
To George Cain, James Francis 
Maguire, John Roberts Ricards 
Jnr. 1866.
To James Francis Maguire and 
John Roberts Ricards Jnr. 1869. 
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 26 May 
1871 by James Francis Maguire 
and John Roberts Ricards Jnr. 
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 8 June 
1875 by William Duckett White, 
Ernest White, Albert William 
Duckett White.
To William Duckett White and 
Albert William Duckett White 
1885.
[Q.S.A. CLO/N18]
Nulla Nulla
Applicant: Moses Angel James
Date of Application: 29 May 1861
Area:
Lease Issue: 
Transfers:
75 square miles 
1 Jan 1863
To George Cain, James Francis 
Maguire, John Roberts Ricards 
Jnr. 1866.
To James Francis Maguire and 
John Roberts Ricards Jnr. 1869. 
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 26 May 
1871 by James Francis Maguire 
and John Roberts Ricards Jnr. 
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 8 June 
1875 by William Duckett White,
“Toomba
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Ernest White , A lb e r t  W i l l ia m  
D uckett  White.
T o W illiam  D u c k e t t  W hite  a n d  
A lb e r t  W ill iam  D u c k e t t  W hite 
1885.
Nulla Nulla No. 2
Applicant: James Fenwick and Co.
Date of Application: 2 June 1863
Area: 51 square miles
Lease Issued: 1 Jan 1864
Transfers: To George Cain, James Francis
Maguire, John Roberts Ricards
Jnr. 1866.
To James Francis Maguire and 
John Roberts Ricards Jnr. 1869. 
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 22 Oct 
1872 by Maguire and Ricards
Jnr.
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 2 Nov 
1875 by William Duckett White, 
Ernest White, Albert William
Duckett White.
To William Duckett White and 
Albert William Duckett White 
1885.
[Q.S.A. CLO/N19]
Nulla Nulla No. 3
Applicant: James Fenwick and Co.
Date of Application: 3 Sep 1863
Area: 72 square miles
Lease Issued: 1 Jan 1864
Transfers: To George Cain, James Francis
Maguire, John Roberts Ricards
Jnr. 1866.
To James Francis Maguire and 
John Roberts Ricards Jnr. 1869. 
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction 20 June 
1876 by William Duckett White, 
Ernest White, Albert William 
Duckett White.
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 10 Sep
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1878 by William Duckett White. 
To William Eaton 1881.
To William Duckett White,
Ernest White and Albert William 
Duckett White 1884.
To William Duckett White,
Albert William Duckett White 
1885.
[Q.S.A. CLO/N20, 
LAN/N73]
Talleeulla No. 3
Applicant: James Fenwick and Co.
Date of Application: 2 June 1863
Area: 42 square miles
Lease Issued: 1 Jan 1864
Transfers: To George Cain, James Francis
Maguire, John Roberts Ricards
Jnr. 1866.
To James Francis Maguire, John 
Roberts Ricards Jnr. 1869. 
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 22 Oct 
1872 ^  by James Francis Maguire, 
John Roberts Ricards Jnr. 
Unexpired term of lease 
purchased at auction on 20 June 
1876 by William Duckett White, 
Ernest White and Albert 
William Duckett White.
To William Eaton 1881.
To William Duckett White,
Ernest White, Albert William 
Duckett White 1884.
To William Duckett White and 
Albert William Duckett White 
1885.
[Q.S.A. CLO/N19]
The term ‘unexpired term of lease*, indicates that 
the rent had not been paid, so the remaining period 
of lease was put up for bidding at public auction.
On 6 Oct 1885 the lessees applied to bring Bluff 
Downs under the provisions of the Crown Lands Act 
of 1884; after the report of the Land Commissioner.
E“Bluff Downs” - “Toomba” Location Map
199
The run, by order of the Land Board on 22nd 
November, 1886 was divided into a resumed section 
of 314 sq. miles and a leased section (in 2 portions) 
covering 317 sq. miles at an annual rental of £1/3/4 
per square mile. On 22 Sep 1887 the lessees applied 
for a depasturing right over the resumed section at 
an annual rental of £343. A lease for 21 years was 
issued on 1 Jan 1887. William Duckett White died at 
Lota on 11 Aug 1893, and in his will requested 
transmission of his interest in the run to be 
transferred to Helena Mylne as Executrix. The lease 
was transferred shortly after, on 7 May 1894 from 
Albert William Duckett White and Helena Mylne 
(Executrix) to the Corporation of the Bank of 
Australasia. The report of Dividing Commissioner 
Gibson, on 5 Aug 1886 listed the following 
improvements:
Red Bluff
House & Kitchen (sawn) 3 yrs.
Mens Hut, Slab & Iron 
Blacksmiths Shop etc. etc.
Store & Quarters
Stockyard old hut food
6 paddocks 20 miles fencing worth
at present £40 per mile 4 wires and
some 2 rail
yard on Sandy Creek
£400
40
20
100
100
800
20
Nulla Nulla No. 3
House & Kitchen (sawn) old
Stockyard (new)
2 paddocks 2 1/4 miles £40 per mile 
yards & hut (new)
4 miles of new fencing 
6 1/2 miles of boundary fence £30
50
80
90
70
200
195
Nulla Nulla
Tailing yard (new) chock and log 30
Nulla Nulla No. 2 
1 1/2 mile of 3 wire fence worth 45
Talleeulla No. 3
3 miles of wire fencing (new) 
worth £50 per mile
4 1/2 miles of boundary fence (new
150
200
worth £50 per mile 
2 miles new fencing between Cargoon 
and Bluff Downs worth £50 per mile
225
100
Chance Havs
Stockyards split 3 & 4 rails 2 years 
old worth 60
Bird Bush
7 1/2 miles of boundary fence 3 wires 
worth £30 per mile 225
£3010
Gibson also estimated the carrying capacities of each 
block as:
Ban Ban, 31 sq. miles 775 head, Rimbanda, 32 sq. mis 
800 head, Red Bluff, 75 sq. mis 1875 head, Bird Bush, 
75 sq. mis 1875 head, Chance Hays, part of, 44 sq. 
mis 1100 head, Malmesbury, 80 sq. mis 1000 head.
All the above were located on the proposed leased 
part; he estimated the carrying capacities of the 
leased part as:
Thorngrove, 50 sq. mis, 1250 head, Nulla Nulla 75 sq. 
mis. 1875 head, Nulla No. 2 57 sq. mis, 1275 head, 
Nulla Nulla No. 3 72 sq. mis 1800 head, Tallegulla 
No. 3, 42 sq. mis 1050 head, Chance Hays, part of, 8 
sq. mis, 200 head.
Portion of the Land Commissioner’s report on Bluff 
Downs, early this century is quoted, as it may be of 
some interest.
Bluff Downs holding in North Kennedy 
district embraces first class pastoral land 
in two portions. Portion A and Portion B. 
Portion A, 563/6 sq. mis [56 3/6] situated 
on Basalt River. This portion consists of 
partly many comparatively small areas of 
rich black soil (volcanic) plains, all richly 
grassed country and large areas of open 
chocolate soil, stony tablelands. Also well 
coated with a mixed variety of grass and
Fishing -  “Bluff Downs”
Sunday at Home  -  “Bluff Downs” c. 1920
0*-
*
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herbage, the tablelands are generally level, 
but there are outcrops of basalt and reefs 
of stones in parts. Along Sandy Creek in 
two branches the formation is granite 
sand. Area of open box flats, well grassed 
and open mixed forest, along the creek 
are good open gum, alluvial flats. Along 
both sides of W. Creek the general 
character of the country is black volcanic 
soil plains and ridges. On the Basalt 
River there are good open dark soil flats 
with level tablelands at the back all well 
coated with nutritious grass and lightly 
timbered ironbark etc. Portion B 
comprises 151 1/4 sq. mis of rich volcanic 
soil tableland country partly stony 
chocolate soil, lightly timbered with 
ironbark, a good deal of which is dead, 
box, gum, bloodwood, partly extensive open 
plains very heavily grassed and partly 
large areas of open level chocolate and 
dark soil tablelands strewn with loose 
stones (basalt) very lightly timbered. All 
the soil is very recuperative and well 
coated with various descriptions of 
nutritious grass and herbage. The portion 
is permanently watered by running 
springs. Besides Basalt River water 
Portion A there are numerous creeks 
intersecting the holding in many of which 
there are running springs of pure water 
and form a permanent supply. It is richly 
grassed good sound healthy cattle country 
fattening in quality. Not any poison bush.
On 3 May 1921, the interest in the lease was 
transferred from the Bank of Australasia to Ernest 
Edward Duckett White.
[Q.S.A. LAN/A.F. 821]"6
6 Q.S.A. = Queensland State Archives.
Notes supplied to A. G. D. White by Miss M  Carter, 
a member of the staff of the Q.S.A. in February, 1974.
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It can be seen from these details of leases that many of 
them were initially purchased by W. D. White and his son, 
Ernest. After Ernest’s death, in 1884, the interests were 
transferred, where appropriate, so that the lessees were William 
and Albert. The grazing operations included other leases but 
the whole was often referred to as "Bluff Downs". That 
included "Cullagilla", in the Prairie District, and the nearby 
"Toomba", which was acquired in 1903.7
The history of "Bluff Downs" was recorded, in part, in a 
memoir on Albert’s son, Ernest Edward Duckett White, in 
"History of Queensland. Its People and Industries" written in 
the 1920’s. This work is well done and is now set out:-
"Mr. Hann stocked "Bluff Downs" with sheep, but the 
country, which is of rough basalt formation, proved 
so unsuitable for this class of stock that it was 
abandoned after a few years. Albert White
introduced shorthorn cattle which were overlanded 
from "Beaudesert" on the Logan River, Southern 
Queensland. In the late sixties the Mitchell grass 
plains of the North-west attracted him, and taking 
with him two horses (one a pack horse) he travelled 
west on to the head of the Flinders River and 
formed "Beaudesert" Station, which he named after 
his old Beaudesert home on the Logan. Later, in 
partnership with the Collins family of the Logan 
district, he formed the firm of Collins, White & Co. 
by amalgamating the runs "Eulolo", "Strathfield" and 
"Beaudesert". He resided at "Bluff Downs" for forty 
years and was one of the most prominent pastoralists 
of Northern Queensland in his day. In a number of 
ways his public spiritedness largely assisted the 
progress and development of the district in which his 
interests lay. He was one of the founders of the 
Dalrymple Shire Council, and also, one of those 
instrumental in establishing the meat export
business in Queensland. The Townsville Pastoral and 
Agricultural Society owes it existence in a great 
measure to his and the late William Hann’s exertions.
Mr. Albert White married in the year 1876, Fanny 
Lord, daughter of Edward Lord, of Ipswich, 
Queensland, and left a family of two sons and a
7 A. G. D. White’s research.
Ernest E. D., Harold A. D. ( Bert) and Maud J. E. White c. 1888
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daughter, the latter, Maud, being the wife of Major
C. Mills, "Panshanger", Langford, Tasmania. His 
second son, Major H. A. D. White, D.S.O., now 
resides in British East Africa. The elder, Mr. E. E.
D. White, the subject of our memoir, was born on 
November 13, 1879, at "Bluff Downs", where he now 
chiefly resides, representing the third generation of 
the name with which, since 1873, this station has 
continued, to be associated. He was educated at 
King's School, Parramatta. Immediately after leaving 
school, at the age of seventeen, he entered upon 
the work of the station, eventually taking over the 
management, which he has held ever since the death 
of his father in 1914 left him with the major 
interest in "Bluff Downs" and it out-stations- 
"Toomba", "Niall" and "Nulla Nulla", and in 
"Curragilla" in the Prairie district. Ernest White 
has continued to take a prominent part in public 
affairs since the time he first undertook the duties 
of station management. Participating in Local 
Government, he is a member of the Dalrymple Shire 
Council and, in the interest of the industry which he 
represents, chairman of the local branch of the 
Graziers' Association. He takes a keen interest in 
secondary education, and his efforts have been in 
some degree responsible for the establishment in 
Charters Towers of All Souls* School and 
Thornborough College, two institutions devoted to 
this purpose. Volunteering during the War of 1914- 
18, he was accepted after being twice rejected by 
the Military Authorities on the ground of health, and 
went abroad with the Artillery Reinforcements, 
though he arrived in France too late to participate 
in the struggle. An enthusiast in the breeding of 
horses, he takes a keen interest in racing, and lends 
his influence to the furtherance of clean sport on 
the turf. He married in 1918, Helena Maud, second 
daughter of the late W. F. Ogilvie, of "Ilparran", 
Glen Innés, and granddaughter of the Hon. E. D. 
Ogilvie, M.L.C. of "Yulgilbar", Clarence River, and 
has one daughter Sylvia Duckett. The "Bluff Downs" 
homestead constructed in the bungalow style, is well 
fitted in the way of modern conveniences. It is 
situated on a high ridge on the bank of the Basalt 
River, a tributary of the Burdekin, and overlooks a 
succession of large permanent, waterholes separated 
by rocky waterfalls. River oak trees line the
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watercourse. "Bluff Downs" and the other holdings 
managed in conjunction with it, aggregate about 
1,000 square miles of thrown Leasehold country, and 
runs an average of 20,000 cattle. This country lies 
chiefly on basalt tableland and consists of light 
timbered, undulating black soil plains, alternating 
with stony, red soil ridges. It is rich in limestone 
which renders it particularly suitable for grazing 
sound horses. Stocked in 1873 with shorthorn cattle 
from "Beaudesert" on the Logan, a few Devon bulls 
were introduced on trial during the drought in 1873, 
with such satisfactory results as to cause their 
continued use. It was early realised, especially after 
the droughts of 1885 and 1888, that pure-bred 
shorthorns are unsuitable for this district. There are 
few, if any, herds on the Burdekin Tableland today 
in which a cross has not been used to increase 
general hardiness and constitution. From the outset, 
the Devon Shorthorn on "Bluff Downs" produced a 
strain particularly adapted to the rough nature of 
the country arid one that has proved itself to a 
considerable degree able to withstand the droughts, 
which, unfortunately periodically recur in Queensland. 
Mr. White has had such faith in the Devon breed, 
that in the year 1902 he started a stud of purebreds, 
purchasing for the purpose eighty heifers from the 
herds of Mr. Mitchell, "Tabletop", Victoria, and Mr. 
H. Brooks, Warwick, Queensland. This stud has since 
been maintained by continued importation from 
England and the Southern States. Sight sires have 
been imported from England during the last fourteen 
years. It will be seen that both the late A. W. D. 
White and his son have devoted a considerable 
amount of study to the subject of breeding cattle 
suitable for their district and Northern Queensland 
generally. Their efforts and experiments have 
evolved a type which for many years has been
recognized as ideal for the freezing and export 
trade, combining excellent, even quality and good
weight. The bullocks at four years old average 
about 700 lbs dressed at the meat works. In
addition, their hardiness renders them eminently 
fitted to stand the dry seasons and the long
distances that have to be travelled to find grass and 
water. Besides the Devons, Mr. White keeps a herd 
of shorthorns at "Toomba". The practice for many 
years has been to keep a pure-bred herd of both

205
devons and shorthorns for the purpose of breeding 
bulls. Sires of both classes are used judiciously in 
the general herd for breeding bullocks, the Devon 
blood greatly predominating. This method of
crossing has been followed for over thirty years with 
splendid results. A great deal of attention has also 
been given to the breeding of both light and heavy 
breeds of horses. The saddle horses are descended 
from well-bred mares that came North with the first 
cattle, and studbook mares that have been
introduced occasionally since. With these, only
thoroughbred sires, always selected with much care, 
have been used. They include "Mozart" (winner, 
Brisbane Cup): "St. Hippo" (winner, New Zealand 
Cup); and "Kings Scholar" (imp), now in use, a good 
performer both in England and Queensland. Of the 
heaviest breeds, of which both Clydesdales and 
Suffolks have been much used, the latter have given 
the best results and found much favour among the 
farmers in the sugar fields along the coast. They 
are hardy, thrifty, stand the heat well and retain 
their type better than other breeds when bred out 
under natural conditions. A great deal of trouble 
has been taken to breed stock suitable for the 
climate and natural conditions and features peculiar 
to Northern Queensland. The healthy condition and 
quality of the horses and cattle bear evidence that 
splendid results have been achieved."
Albert married Fanny Lord on 14th November, 1876.8 
Fanny was born at Drayton, Queensland, in 1856.9 They had 
three children, Maud (b. 13.12.1877)10, Ernest (1879.) and Bert 
(1882). Albert, whose wife Fanny died, re-married in 1900, to 
Emma Alexandre Henriques of which marriage there was no 
issue. Emma, who was resident in Potts Point, Sydney, died in 
1941.* 11
Despite the logistic problems involved Albert sent his sons 
to The Kings School, Parramatta, N.S.W. Ernest attended from 
1894 to 1896 and Bert from 1897 to 1899. Their journey from
8 Crosse-Duleavy Index. Births, Marriages, Deaths. 
1870-1879.
9 Birth Certificate of H. A. D. White.
10 Crosse-Duleavy Index. Supra.
11 A. G. D. White’s researches.
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"Bluff Downs" to Sydney involved a combination of horse and 
train to Townsville and steamer between Townsville and 
Sydney. The connection with the school continued with George 
and Sylvia Bassingsthwaighte’s sons (Ernest, Edgar and William) 
and Geoffrey and Sally’s sons (Christopher, Angus and Justin) 
all attending it.12
Albert and Fanny’s eldest child, Maud, married Charles 
Mills in 1906. Charles Mills was the second son in a family of 
eight children. He was born in Charters Towers in 1877. His 
father, Thomas, had come to Australia at the age of 16 years 
as a labourer migrant. He had put himself through the School 
of Mines, and moved from the bottom steadily up the ladder in 
the mining industry to mine manager. His mining investments 
in the Charters Towers Stock Exchange were very successful 
and he became a major mine owner including "Daydawn" and 
"Mills United".13 He later invested in the international scene 
in combination with English directors, including in the Trans 
Siberian Railway. He owned a large house at Camberley, 
London, where his widow lived after Thomas* death in 1923. 
He bought "Panshanger", a 5,000 acre sheep station near 
Launceston, Tasmania for Maud and Charles in 1907, as their 
wedding present where the newly marrieds settled. Charles 
was never really interested in the land. He enlisted in the 
A.I.F. in 1914 and survived the Palestine campaign, although 
wounded at the battle of Rafa. During World War I Maud lived 
in Sydney and it was not until 1921 that the family returned to 
live at "Panshanger". Their eldest son, Morris, owns and still 
lives at "Panshanger".14
E. E. D. White and Maud lived at "Bluff Downs" from the 
early 1920’s, when the home was re-built, until that property, 
with the exception of "Toomba", was sold to Sir William Anglis 
in 1937. "Toomba" was run by a succession of managers,
supervised by E. E. D. White and, later, by George Wyndham 
Nelson Bassingthwaighte, who was invited by E. E. D. White to 
come to "Woodlands", then a small property near Toowoomba, 
in 1944, when he returned from overseas war service. A very 
successful hereford stud was established there. George
12 A. G. D. White’s researches.
18 There is a painting (1894) and photographs of these 
mines in the John Oxley Library, Brisbane.
14 Letter to A. G. D. White dated 16th October, 1981 
and to author dated 27th July, 1989 from Ernest D. 
Mills O.B.E.
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Bassingthwaighte gradually took over the running of 
"Woodlands" and "Toomba", until the death of E. E. D. White in 
1955. George and Sylvia’s eldest son, Ernest, now owns and 
runs "Toomba". Their second son, Edgar, gradually came to 
own and run "Woodlands", until it was sold in 1987.
Albert and Fanny’s third child, Bert, was born at "Bluff 
Downs" on 29th June, 1882 and educated at The Kings School. 
He worked on "Bluff Downs" and "Curragilla" and tried to 
enlist for service in the Army for the Boer War but was 
prevented by his father. While working as a jackaroo at 
"Darbalara", a well known property near Gundagai, N.S.W. he 
became engaged to one of the owner’s daughters, Constance 
Mary Smith, and they married at All Saints Church, Woollahra, 
Sydney in February 1906. They lived at "Morelma", a property 
near Inverell, N.S.W., which was given the young couple jointly 
by their respective fathers.15 There were three children of 
the marriage, Harold, Bill (Vyner) and Geoffrey. The marriage 
was unsuccessful. By 1911 Mary’s family had bought a house 
for her at the corner of Bennett and Birrell Streets, Bondi, 
Sydney where she lived, with Bert visiting his family from time 
to time. In 1912 Bert went to China on a business venture, 
which did not succeed. In November 1913 Bert and Mary were 
divorced. In 1914 Bert travelled to British East Africa with 
the two older of his young sons.
Bert returned to Sydney soon after the outbreak of World 
War I to enlist in the A.I.F. and was commissioned on 9th 
October, 1914 and sailed in December. He then was on 
continuous service with the Sixth Light Horse Regiment of the 
Second Australian Light Horse Brigade. He served in Egypt, 
Gallipoli, and Palestine. He was at Gallipoli for most of the 9 
months of occupation there. He was Mentioned-in-Dispatches 
(MID) on several occasions and awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order (DSO) in November, 1918 for his command of the 
Regiment and for his example and his coolness and general 
behaviour under fire and in difficult situations.16 He was 
temporary commander during the Beersheeba operations while 
the colonel of the regiment was sick. After the war he settled
15 A. G. D. White "In and Out of Africa" 1987, together 
with Geoffrey’s other personal researches. Oral 
reminiscences by Mrs. Sylvia Bassingthwaighte are 
the basis for the paragraph on "Bluff Downs" and 
"Woodlands".
Ibid.16
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in Kenya, where he farmed for the rest of his life (1919-1952). 
Bert sold his pastoral interests in Queensland to his brother, 
Ernest. Mary lived in Sydney, at 229 New South Head Road, 
Edgecliffe, Sydney amid considerable financial hardship. In 
subsequent years Bert's three sons, Harold, Vyner and 
Geoffrey, all went to live in Kenya. Harold went there in 
1927 and stayed. Geoffrey, a solicitor, went to Kenya in 1946 
and, after serving in the A.I.F., returned to Kenya for some 
years. He currently (1990) is still in practice in Perth.17 
Vyner went there in the 1930s and later to China to fly for 
Chang Kai Shek against the Japanese. He returned for service 
in the RAAF and was killed by the Japanese in Indonesia as a 
Prisoncr-of-War. After World War II Geoffrey and his family 
lived in Kenya but by 1962 they had all re-settled in Australia. 
One of Bert's grandsons, A. G. D. White, served as the 
Australian High Commissioner in Kenya over the years 1982-86.
Further mention of William Vyner Duckett White is 
appropriate. Vyner, also known as Bill, had served in the 
British Militia forces in Shanghai in the 1930's, had worked in 
Kenya and had done some flying. He had joined the RAAF and 
was posted to the Indonesian area in a heroic effort to stem 
the Japanese invasions southwards. He was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) posthumously. His friend and 
fellow airman in those hazardous days, R. N. Dalkin, later Air 
Commodore, described Vyner White's sterling service and the 
events surrounding his death in an address in 1988 in the 
following terms:-
"Flt Lt W. V. D. White, DFC
I have also said that I had sub-titled this paper the 
Flight Lieutenant William Vyner Duckett White, DFC 
Memorial. White, Dick Wiesner, David Campbell and 
myself had all joined 2 SQN together in August of 
1940.
Bill White himself was an extremely forceful and 
brave man. Dark, handsome and tough, - with a 
shining personality. He and his crew in the weeks 
since early December 1942 had been in the thick of
17 Considerable detail of the family stresses and 
movements are contained in a Memorandum of 
Geoffery D. White dated 5th June, 1990.
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the fighting and towards the end they were worn 
down to an extreme state of physical and mental 
exhaustion.
Operating mainly from Ambon, White had many fights 
with the enemy, and he knew he was slated for 
death. He had said so to SQN Ldr. McFarlane over 
on Namlea only a day or two earlier - but he was 
determined to do his job to the last. He and others 
were operating in appalling conditions, at the losing 
end of an almost lost battle and they knew it.
He was never to know that he was awarded the DFC, 
but he was thought to be still alive, either evading 
or a prisoner, when the 2 squadron citation was 
written and submitted.
On the last day and night at Ambon White had flown 
back with his aircraft very badly damaged by enemy 
action. There remained a number of Hudson loads, 
or overloads, of airmen and officers for evacuation. 
When only one serviceable aircraft remained Wg Cdr 
Dallas Scott, commanding the area, told the last two 
Captains to toss a coin as to which one took the 
serviceable aircraft, and which one stayed. White 
won the toss, but refused to go and chose to remain 
with his aircraft and crew, and Scott and the 
remainder of the party. Fit Lt John Haythorne (or 
it might have been Fit Lt Ron Cornfoot) took off 
with his heavily overloaded aircraft, his passengers 
mostly crammed in and standing, no baggage or 
personal gear, or even boots or shoes, for Darwin.
It became impossible to make the last aircraft 
airworthy - an attempt to get assistance from an 
RAAF Empire flying boat in the area was 
unsuccessful, and the final tragedy developed from 
there.
As the Japanese were landing, Wg Cdr Scott, White, 
plus nine others made their way to the north of the 
island of Ambon, there they secured a boat to make 
for a flying boat rendezvous on the larger island of 
Ceram. I visited the village in 1987. They were 
captured by a Japanese patrol boat and returned to 
the Laha area.
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A week later the Senior Officer, Scott, and three 
others were selected to die, and were beheaded, 
together with some Gull Force personnel. Two 
weeks later the remainder of the airmen, seven in 
all, including White, were similarly dealt with. During 
1942 other aircrew who were shot down in the 
islands to the north, and who lived for a period, 
some in shock and pain, were interrogated, many at 
length, and were handed over for execution. Allchin 
and Montgomerie survived the longest. They were 
kept alive from May until November 1942, before 
the end.
A large number of the captured Gull Force come into 
the story here because, whilst a few were executed 
on 6 February, the day Scott was killed, on 20 
February, the day of White’s death, no less than 229 
Gull Force prisoners were also massacred by the 
sword, the bayonet and the gun."18
W. D. White had formed a partnership with his son Ernest 
in 1868. The partnership account was the No. 1 account with 
the Bank of Australasia, Brisbane, the forms being dated 16th 
October, 1868.19 This partnership later took Albert into it as 
well under the same name and was very successful in grazing 
interests in the Charters Towers and other areas over many 
years. After Ernest’s death in 1884 it still continued. The 
partnership was incorporated on 24th February, 1927 into "W. 
D. White & Sons Limited".20
W. D. White also formed a partnership trading as "Collins 
White and Company". Some details are set out in the diaries 
of Graham Ernest Mylne. (An extract of this diary is set out 
in Chapter 11, entitled "Helena White, Lota and the Mylnes").
18 Memorial by Air Commodore R. N. Dalkin, DFC, AE, 
MA, MRAeS, RAAF (Ret’d) on 22.06.88 on the 
presentation of the late W. V. D. White’s DFC medal 
to the Australian War Memorial by his nephew A. G. 
D. White. (Copy supplied by Geoffrey D. White, 
Vyner’s Brother).
19 Photocopy of the account form, including specimen 
signatures are held by Mr. William Bassingthwaighte. 
The successor to the bank still has the original.
20 From copy of Certificate of Incorporation held by 
Mr. William Bassingthwaighte.
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The partners were W. D. White, William Collins, second son of 
John Collins of the Beaudesert area, Sir Malcolm M cEachern 
and Sir Simon Fraser, who had m arried John Collins youngest 
daughter, Anna. (G randfather of Malcolm Fraser Prime 
M inister of A ustralia 1977-1983). The main assets were cattle 
and sheep stations purchased in the 1880s and 1890s in the 
Burke and N orth Gregory D istricts, north-w est Queensland. 
The m ajor stations were "Eulolo" and "Beaudesert" near 
M cKinley to the south of the tow nship of Ju lia  Creek, and 
"Glen Ormiston", on the Georgina R iver, w hich station was 
purchased in 1899. Extensive im provements were made to these 
stations.31 In 1896 the stock num bered 120,000 sheep and 
37,000 cattle. The partnersh ip  balance sheet dated  31st M arch, 
1915 showed "Eulolo" carrying 42 horses, 86,779 sheep and 279 
horses; "Beaudesert" carrying 24,222 cattle  and 323 horses and 
"Glen Ormiston" carrying 13,445 cattle  and 339 horses.32 The 
partnersh ip  continued for about 100 years.38
21
22
23
Johns "Notable A ustralians" 1908.
From A. G. D. White.
Partnership  inform ation  supplied by A. G. D. White.
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He1ena White ("Lena") was born near Sydney 
on 2nd December, 1840.1 She spent her early years at 
"Beaudesert" station and, according to W. D. White's letters, 
her wish to live in town was one of the reasons why her 
parents moved to live in Brisbane about 1857- 1860. She 
married Graham Douglas Mylne in 186 1 .  
Graham Douglas My lne had held a commtsston in the 
British Army in India as a Captain. In 1839 his two uncles had 
emigrated to Australia and taken up a property on the Clarence 
River in an area of what is now north-eastern N.S.W., which 
became jokingly known by their friends as "Eat-n-Swill", from 
"Pickwick Papers", where they were renowned for their 
generous hospitality. The name was later changed to 
"Eatonswill" and then to "Mylneford". Two of his uncles were 
drowned in the tragic wreck of the "Dunbar" in 1857 and a 
third, who had arrived later, died at sea on his way home to 
Scotland 2 years afterwards. Graham took over "Eatonswill" 
and went to live there with his bride. They bred stud cattle 
and horses. 
Some details of the Mylne background and memories of 
life at "Lota" are contained in an account written by Graham 
Ernest Mylne, son of Graham Douglas Mylne and Helena. 
"Four of the Mylne brothers, my father and uncles, 
bought commissions in the Army for £1,000 each, and 
the two sisters went to live with our Guthrie cousins 
at Guthrie Castle in Forfarshire. 
The remaining two brothers brought out what 
remained from the ·sale of Mylnefield to Australia, 
and invested it in Eatonswill - a cattle station on 
the Clarence River. Another brother, who is 
reported to have been too convivial for a man with a 
small income, sold his commission and joined up at 
Eatonswill. They prospered, and went home to bring 
out their two sisters. One of the brothers died on 
1 Baptism Record for Parish of Gosford County of 
Northumberland for 1844. (See also Chapter 2, 
"First Years in Australia"). 
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the way home, and was buried at Malta. The others 
rented a grouse moor for the shooting season in 
Scotland, and started back for Eatonswill with the 
sisters and the furniture, which had been stored at 
Guthrie.
They were all drowned in the wreck of the "Dunbar” 
at Sydney Heads in 1857, while my father, Graham 
Mylne, was fighting in the Indian Mutiny. My
father, who was very young, after he had fought in 
the Indian Mutiny, been wounded, and had 
sunstroke, and had also been to the Crimea, came 
out to Australia to investigate. He decided to sell 
his commission and carry on Eatonswill. He married 
my mother, when she was about 17 or 18 - only 
daughter of William Duckett White of Beaudesert 
Station, on the Logan, and at Lota. My father 
bought Amby Downs sheep station in partnership 
with Sir John Bramston, and I was born there in 
1866. He worked Amby for about six years with 
Kanaka and Chinese shepherds, during which time he 
represented the Maranoa as its first member of 
Parliament. He then went to live at Eatonswill 
which had been managed in his absence by a man 
who sold some of his best racing stud without 
permission, to his great discontent.
The Ogilvies, with a cattle station 40 miles up the 
river had eight children, and we were six. It was 
arranged that the Ogilvies should build a school 
house at their place, Yulgilbar, and 4 of us went to 
board with them. They had a cranky and dotty 
school master, with a crankier wife and we hated the 
place. One incident particularly impressed my mind 
and body. The wife had a troublesome little dog 
called "Warren". Her husband could never distinguish 
between my name and Warren’s, and when she told 
him in school, one day that Warren had pulled the 
tail feathers out of a hen, he nodded his head, went 
down the paddock for a stick, and gave me a severe 
thrashing.
My father died when I was 10 years old. The family 
left Eatonswill, and Tom and 1 went to stay with the 
grand-parents at Lota. I was so young when I left 
Eatonswill that I remember very little about it, 
except a Shetland pony on which I learned to ride,
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and seeing the horses exercised and the stud cattle 
fed. I remember my terror when I saw the 
celebrated jockey, Saladin, being sweated down on a 
platform over a pot for boiling down cattle for 
tallow. They told me that Saladin was being boiled 
for his tallow also. The Station was sold within a 
year or so, for a very good price.
While living at Lota, Tom and I went as weekly 
boarders for about six months or a year, to a 
preparatory school for the sons of the elite, at 
Milton, with about 20 other boarders. The school 
had lately been started by a good man, who had 
been a sugar or cotton planter, and who soon gave 
up the school and turned newspaper editor.
The Grandfather (Duckett White) used to drive to 
and from the school - a trip of about thirty miles. 
I have pleasantest recollections of life at Lota with 
him. He loved children, seldom or never lost his 
temper with us, supplied us with ponies, a single 
barrelled muzzle-loading shot-gun, fishing tackle and 
a flat-bottomed boat or dinghy, plenty of pocket 
money, and a blowout every time we went to town. 
The last time I saw him I was on short leave from 
my regiment in India, he gave me a tip of a hundred 
pounds, which was very handy just then. When I 
first knew him, he was a good-looking old Irishman, 
with a deadly hatred of "the bloody-minded papists".
He was always well-tailored, and kept his hands 
carefully manicured. My mother said that he had 
never been known to do any work harder than 
bottling home-made wine, but perhaps that was an 
exaggeration. He was up every day at dawn, always 
kept a horse saddled up to superintend the kanakas' 
operations, and never seemed to rest until sundown. 
He had a staff of three women servants, four 
kanakas, occasional white ploughmen or labourers-all 
employed on financially productive work. Also as a 
boy in buttons I used to ride behind the buggy and 
open gates for him. He had a healthy appetite, with 
a cherubic countenance when pleased, but an 
uncontrollable temper. He trembled, and roared like 
a bull when angry. The place was kept in tiptop 
order, with gravel roads and paths, a large garden, 
with fruit, vegetables and flowers, and a terraced
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vineyard.
Before my time, he used to entertain the Governor,
Sir George Bowen, and other notabilities, and was 
one of the first six members of the upper house. In 
my time, he still used occasionally to attend the 
House, wearing a grey top hat and frockcoat, which, 
apparently was the style in those days, but he was 
not cut out for a political life.
On Sundays, the whole family would drive in a 
wagon to the Parish Church of Tingalpa, in the 
Churchyard of which he, and my grandmother, and, 
years later, my mother were buried. He died in 
1893, at the age of 85.
(Note: Graham Mylne resigned his commission in the 
Army and returned to Australia in 1892).
When I got back to Sydney, my mother offered to 
give me £4,000 from my father’s estate - the amount 
which the trustees were empowered to give to any of 
the legatees on coming of age. I went to Ilparran 
to stay with my brother-in-law, Bill Ogilvie, who 
wanted me to go into partnership with him, and buy 
a good little property adjoining.
Before deciding anything, I went to the stations in 
Queensland in which we had been left shares by 
Grandfather White.
Whilst on Bluff Downs, I was learning cattle work 
with my uncle, Albert White.'’2
Graham D. Mylne, with two others, took over Amby 
Downs, near Roma in Queensland, and he and Helena moved 
there to run it. Whilst there he was elected a member of the 
Queensland Legislative Assembly, for the seat of Maranoa. He 
died at Eatonswill in 1876, aged 42 years, leaving Helena and 
their six children. She and her children went to live at 
"Como", Darling Point, Sydney. In her later years she moved 
to Montpelier, Wickham Terrace, Brisbane to be near her
Manuscript held at Fryer Memorial Library of 
Australian Literature, University of Queensland 
(UQFL F556) entitled "Mylnes of Mylnefield".
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family, where she died in 1922. The homestead at Eatonswill 
burned down in the early 1980's. 
Mrs. Sheila Sutherland (nee Mylne) has written the 
following recollections about Graham and Helena Mylne (nee 
White):-
"(T)here is a slight 'hiccup' in Maud Mills 'The Story 
of the Whites of Bluff Downs' with reference to the 
gentleman who Helena White married. He fought at 
the Relief of Lucknow, Balaclava, etc. (a not yet 
retired) British Officer who came out to the Clarence 
River property on the death of his three brothers, 
who had taken up 'Etanswill' in 1839 and made it 
into a magnificent cattle and horse stud, who, in 
1857, had returned to Scotland on holiday, collected 
two sisters to bring out to N.S.W., and boarded the 
sailing ship 'Dunbar', only to be drowned at Sydney 
Heads. 
Graham Douglas(Mylne), his brothers, General William 
Mylne and Charles Kinloch Mylne, were the 
inheritors of the estate and Graham Douglas Mylne 
appointed to manage it. He arrived in the same ship 
as Governor Bowen and his wife, Roma Diamantina, 
and was their firm friend. It was they, I think, who 
introduced him to the Whites and took his side at 
the wedding, lending carriage and comfort at the 
nuptials. Helena and Graham (Mylne) rode to 
Cleveland for the honeymoon and Helena's horse kept 
bolting 'but they were so happy they only laughed'. 
Dear William Duckett (White) cried in his pocket 
handkerchief on farewelling Helena at the wharf, 
when she left for Grafton, but later attended with 
the birth of one of her babies at 'Eatanswill'. What 
darlings they were, and Ernest (White), was a most 
marvellous friend to them both all the time of 
Graham Douglas Mylne's wife, and I always feel so 
grateful to him! 
Can anyone tell me why Helena went to live in 
Sydney when 'Eatanswill' was· sold? I ·have a kind of 
suspicion that she did not get on with her Quaker 
mama, or maybe with all those children it was 
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easier."8
Graham and Helena’s eldest child, Anne, was burdened 
with being a cripple and never married. Their second child, 
Ethel, married William Ogilvie of "Yulgilbar", Grafton and 
"Ilparran", Glen Innés, N.S.W., of which marriage there were six 
children and many grandchildren. The third born of those six 
children, Helena Maud, married her cousin, Ernest Edward 
Duckett White, and they are further mentioned in the chapter 
on Albert White (Ernest’s father) and "Bluff Downs".
The third child of Graham and Helena, Graham Ernest 
Mylne, was educated at Sandhurst, the military college in 
England, and served in the Indian Army. He married Kathleen 
Nicolls in 1910. He came to Australia and bought Lota from 
William Duckett White, his cousin, and took up occupation from 
October 1913. Graham had been christened there on 15th
January, 1867 and he and his siblings had spent many happy 
periods of their youth there. Graham and Helena's fourth 
child died in infancy. None of their last three children 
married.4
As has been mentioned Graham and Helena’s eldest son, 
Graham Ernest, was christened at Lota. The event is recorded 
in the diary of his father, Graham Douglas Mylne:
"Jan 7th. 1867. Got an early start, put in four 
horses, determining to finish our journey today if 
possible, we stopped, at Oxley & had luncheon, the 
first clean and comfortable meal we have had since 
leaving, gave the horses a good feed, & pushed on in 
the afternoon, getting to Lota in good time, thus 
doing the journey of 370 miles in eleven days, no 
small feat I think with such a load, found a hearty 
welcome awaiting us here, & a grand new house, the 
most comfortable I have ever been in in Australia, 
we have a fine large bedroom upstairs overlooking 
Moreton Bay any amt of fine fresh air. Poor Albert 
is still very weak and delicate looking from the 
effects of his late fever; Lena and the children right
Letter from Mrs. Sheila Sutherland to Robina Kelly 
(nee White) dated 5th March, 1990.
Most of this information is taken from a letter from 
Mrs. Margaret Galwey (nee Mylne) dated 18th 
November, 1989.
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glad to get to the end of their journey, we all had a 
great feed of grapes. We had not a single accident 
coming down." 
(They had come from "Amby Downs" near Roma, where the 
baby, Graham had been born on 11th April, 1866). 
"Jan 14th. Drove into Brisbane for the Rev Mr. 
Moffatt to come and baptise the boy, it rained off 
and on, some pretty smart showers, the road was 
pretty heavy, found Ernest and George here from 
Beaudesert the former was lame, a bullock having 
crushed his foot in the yard. 
Jan 15th. Had the boy christened this morning, 
giving him the names of Graham Ernest, after myself 
and his Uncle, the latter with my brother William 
(for whom I was proxy) were his Godfathers, & his 
Aunt Sophie (for whom Mrs. White was proxy) was 
his Godmother. The little chap was sound asleep, & 
never woke up, he is a splendid little fellow at 
present, I hope he will continue so. Ernest drove 
Moffatt home, and *Georgie went with them, she is 
going to a dance somewhere; still very damp and 
inclined to rain". 
(*Georgina White, daughter of George Duckett White, later 
Georgie Graham of The Hermitage, Toowoomba). 
After Ernest White died in 1884 Jane (his mother) and the 
rest of the family arranged an exchange so that Albert took 
Ernest's estate's share in Bluff Downs and Ernest's estate took 
Lota House.5 So after W. D. White's death, on 11th August, 
1893, the termination of his life interest in Lota house passed 
from Jane's estate to Albert White absolutely. Albert was 
living a thousand miles away, at "Bluff Downs", so he had no 
use for it and the house was loaned or rented for many years 
and fell into disrepair. The last tenants were Colonel 
Macartney and his family, who later bought Ormiston House , 
and neglect was so bad that at one stage cows made their 
way into the drawing room where one broke the marble 
mantel piece, and grass was growing up 
5 Notes of Mrs. Grace McConnel (nee White). 
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through the front steps.6
In 1890 the Queensland Railway Commissioners had 
resumed part of Portions 79 (3 acres 2 roods 30 perches),
Portion 79A (1 acre 3 roods) and Portion 90 (8 acres 3 roods 
22 perches) for the new railway in the area. It is still there 
and runs in a north-south direction lying to the west of Lota 
House.
Shortly after W. D. White’s death Albert organised a 
division of the land and sold a good deal of it. Of the
remaining 130 odd acres of Portion 90, 70 acres was kept 
intact and the rest sold off. Of the remaining 90 odd acres in 
Portion 79 some 28 acres was retained, and the rest sold.
Of the remaining 34 odd acres in Portion 79A Albert kept 
Subdivision A, comprised of 13 acres 29 perches. In 1888 
Albert had mortgaged Portion 79A to F. H. Hart, A. A. 
Robinson and £. B. Barker (as trustees of the estate of Ernest
White) to secure repayment of a loan of £10,000. In 1903 this
Bill of Mortgage was transferred to the beneficiaries in their 
own right (William Duckett White and Ernest Eaglesfied 
White).7 Further, in relation to Portion 79A, Albert initially 
kept Subdivision C, comprised of 21 acres 1 rood 28 perches, 
being the eastern or Bay side portion of the parcel, and this 
was subject to the same mortgage dealings as for subdivision A.
As to Subdivision 2 of Portion 79, on part of which Lota 
House stood, Albert also subdivided this parcel in 1894.8 
Subdivision A, comprised of 28 acres 27 perches, be retained. 
Likewise it was mortgaged to secure indebtedness to Ernest 
White's estate and the mortgage was transferred in 1903 to 
Duckett and Eaglie in their own right. Subdivision C,9 61 
acres 3 roods, being the eastern or Bay side portion of the 
land, was also retained, and it was on this portion of the 
subdivided land on which Lota House stood.
In 1908 William Duckett White (Duckett) bought Lota 
House and surrounding lands from Albert. By deed of transfer
Letter from Mrs. Ness Wansey dated 14th August, 
1989 to author.
Certificate of Title No. 141555 Volume 878 Folio 45. 
Certificate of Title No. 141537 Volume 878 Folio 49. 
Certificate of Title description obscured but dated 
28th June, 1894.
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registered 1st July, 190810 he bought Subdivision C of 
Subdivision 2 of Portion 79, comprised of 61 acres 3 roods, 
which area included Lota House. He set about a massive 
subdivision and sold off 40 blocks (mostly household blocks) 
and some land was dedicated to new roads. One block, No. 
608948, of 9 acres 3 roods 20 perches, was sold to Graham 
Ernest Mylne in 1914. He also bought subdivision A of
subdivision 2 of Portion 79, 28 acres 27 perches, by deed of 
transfer registered 15th July, 1908.* 11
In 1910 Duckett also purchased from Ellen E. Williams six 
house blocks, which were part of subdivision 1 of Portion 79, 
which W. D. White had sold in the 1860’s. This land, also, 
Duckett sold to Graham Ernest Mylne, registered in 1914.12
Duckett also bought Subdivision C of Portion 79A from 
Albert, 21 acres 1 rood 28 perches, by deed of transfer 
registered 15th July, 1908.1S (This land had been the subject 
of mortgage by Albert, with the other land above described). 
Duckett subdivided this land, with the title deed showing some 
road dedication, in 1910 and sold to various people, mainly 
household blocks, over the period 1911 to 1920.
As to Subdivision A of Portion 79A, comprised of 13 acres 
29 perches, this was mortgaged by Albert to Ernest White's 
trustees in 1888, to secure £10,000, then mortgaged to the Bank 
of Australasia in 1902 to secure £2,000, then the mortgage was 
transferred from Ernest’s estate to Duckett and Eaglie in their 
own right in 1903. It was sold to Duckett in 1908, but still 
subject to the mortgage to the Bank, and Duckett sold it to 
one Hugh Connolly in 1914, by which transaction it passed out
10 From Certificate of Title of Albert W. D. White 
dated 28th June, 1894; details obscured on front page 
but recorded on second page as Certificate of Title 
No. 141557 Volume 878 Folio 47.
11 From Certificate of Title 141537 Volume 878 Folio 49 
in the name of Albert William Duckett White dated 
28th June, 1894.
12 Certificate of Title No. 143390 Volume 889 Folio 130 
in name of Ellen Elizabeth Williams dated 8th 
February, 1895.
13 Certificate of Title Volume 878 Folio 46 in the name 
of Albert William Duckett White dated 28th June, 1894.
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of the family.14
As to subdivision C of Portion 90, 70 acres, this was 
bought by Duckett from Albert by memo of transfer registered 
15th July, 1908.15 This land was bounded by Tingalpa Creek in 
the south and the Bay in the east. It had been the subject of 
a mortgage as with the other lands. In 1911 some 10 acres, in 
two separate parcels, was transferred to the Council of the 
Shire of Wynnum and about 1/4 acre to the Commissioner for 
Railways. Duckett set about a massive subdivision of which, it 
can be inferred, the land transferred to the Wynnum Shire 
Council was part. Over the period 1911 to 1947 Duckett sold 
some 180 blocks of land, most of it in 16 perch blocks, for 
residential housing.
Duckett had married Grace Robina Macdonald16 in 1906 
and they had set out on a world tour for their honeymoon. On 
their return they resided at Lota and embarked on renovations 
and extensions of the house. Mrs. Ness Wansey (nee Mylne), 
who grew up in the house, has recorded some aspects of 
"Lota", as follows:-
"(Duckett) and Otto built on the extensive wooden 
wing, incorporating the upstairs bathroom, and also 
altering the north-west corner of the downstairs 
verandah, and adding the room (all wooden) there 
that was our day nursery. They also built the 
covered way and the Billiard room, which is now, I 
believe the chapel.
They had lavish decorating done by Beard Watsons, 
to the dining and drawing rooms, which included 
large and ornate mantelpieces in both rooms, 
(probably because of the cows), and the wallpapers 
and carpets were still the same when it was sold by 
us. The furniture in the main bedroom upstairs, 
where we last four were all born was B.W’s best too, 
and lasted the distance. The other furniture was all 
much more homely, and included quite a lot of The
14 Certificate of Title No. 141555 Volume 878 Folio 45 
in name of Albert W. D. White dated 28th June, 1894.
15 Certificate of Title No. 141560 Volume 878 Folio 50 
in name of Albert William Duckett White dated 28th 
June, 1894.
She was known as "Otto".16
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Old Grandfather's. Some of that is still about with 
some of us, and much treasured.
The architectural alternations may be clearly seen, 
but in addition when we lived there, the house was 
firstly lit by acetylene gas, made up daily by the 
yard man, and I suppose the installation of 
electricity was a very major alteration. Then of 
course there were changes from the wood stove to 
gas, and other reasonable modenities.
One of the lovliest things that had to go was an 
exotic windmill, which pumped the water up from the 
underground tanks to a high tank on a stand outside 
the new wooden wing, on the south side, and sad to 
say I either lent, or had removed surreptitiously 
from my possession, several precious and ancient 
snapshots showing it.
As you will see by the memoirs, my father purchased 
the house from Duckett. You will see all about it in 
the memoirs. You will see about the subdividing of 
the land in the memoirs. Otto had fun naming all 
the streets after her and his relations. After that 
the only change made was when my parents gave 
our dearly loved and lifetime Nanny Harwood and her 
father, (about the forties I think), a small building 
block in the north-east corner, actually squaring off 
the boundary fence. It is above where the old steps 
went down to the beach.
Nanny lived there until two years ago when she died 
aged 89. Her sister Dr. Elsie Harwood sold it last 
year.
I lived at Lota from 1915 to 1938 when I was 
married. I only took my book to 1932, the end of 
childhood.
Although many illustrious people were entertained 
from time to time by my parents, I don’t think there 
were really any stupendous events. The births and 
marriages were all I can really think of. My father 
died on 11th June, 1958, in the room upstairs so 
admired by his father in 1867. He stayed in the hall 
downstairs until the funeral, conducted by the Rev. 
Rupert Shand, an old friend of the family, and one-
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time rector of Wynnum.
My son James Wansey was christened in the drawing­
room, in May 1940."17
Alexander William D. White, known as "Alec" was born in 
Inverness, Scotland, at the Macdonald family home ("Hillcrest") 
on 3rd November, 1907 while Duckett and Otto were still on 
their world trip. The second child, Allan18 Ernest D. White, 
was born at Lota on 26th February, 1909 and the last child, 
Grace Duckett White, on 9th September, 1910.
When organising the subdivision of the land around Lota 
Duckett and Otto named streets after children, Alexander, 
Allan, Grace, after herself, Otto, her brother, Alistair, and 
other family names, Macdonald, Armitage etc. The long road 
from Manly Road to Lota, was named Whites Road. In 1913 
Duckett was commended by the Wynnum Council, by letter from 
the Town Clerk, in the following terms:-
"My Council considers that in dedicating roads in 
such positions as will best secure the Public both as 
regards access and adaptability for making and also 
donating valuable land for Public Recreation you 
have bestowed upon Lota an advantage from which 
she is already prospering ....Ml9
Duckett resolved to move to Toowoomba. He sold Lota to 
his cousin Graham Ernest Mylne by memo of transfer registered 
8th July, 1914,then comprised of 10 acres 1 rood 27 6/10 
perches.20 The Mylnes took possession in October 1913. 
Graham transferred one small block to Archibald Edward Dan 
and another to Thomas Harwood and Maggie Harwood (their 
nanny).21 Graham Ernest Mylne died on 11th June, 1958 and
17 Letter from Mrs. Ness Wansey (nee Mylne) dated 
14th August, 1989.
18 His name was incorrectly spelt "Alan" in the birth 
records but he changed it by Deed Poll in the 1950’s 
to "Allan".
19 Letter from Wynnum Town Clerk, J. Sands, to W. D. 
White dated 4th October, 1913.
20 Certificate of Title No. 220410 Volume 1282 Folio 150 
in the name of Graham Ernest Mylne dated 14th 
July, 1914.
21 Ibid.
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the land, 9 acres 3 roods 20 6/10 perches, was transmitted by 
death by his Will to Kathleen Anastasia Mylne (his widow), 
Graham Jasper Mylne and the Perpetual Trustee Co. Ltd. (The 
widow is recorded on the deeds as marrying Alastair Donald 
Cameron in 1960). In 1958 the Mylne family offered Lota to 
other members of the family for £25,000 but no member 
accepted so it was sold to the Church of England. By Memo 
of Transfer registered 24th April, 1961 the land was transferred 
to the Corporation of the Synod of the Diocese of Brisbane.22 
In July 1963, approximately 100 years after completion, Lota 
was opened by the Church as the Sir Edward Marsden Tooth 
Memorial Home for the aged. Extra construction on the site 
has been carried out, which has not been compatible with the 
style of the house, but the house still stands in much the same 
form as when the Mylnes left in 1961. Unfortunately, at the 
time of writing (1990), the interior has not been maintained 
with the style and elegance suited to its design.
W. D. White formed a grazing partnership with the Collins 
family. The Collins White co-operation, as a partnership, a 
limited company and as a public company, was a very successful 
grazing enterprise. This aspect, together with other details of 
some interest about Lota and the Mylne family, was addressed 
by Graham Ernest Mylne in diaries which he kept, relevant 
edited extracts of which are as follows:-
"... My Grandfather took up a lease in the far 
northwest, which property he called New Beaudesert; 
he sent cattle out there from the Logan, and when 
Albert was old enough he went out to manage. The 
Collins on the Logan, who were intimate friends of 
my Grandfather, bought a sheep station adjoining 
New Beaudesert called Eulolo, and they went into 
partnership with the Grandfather with these two 
stations under the name of Collins White and 
Company. Grandfather also bought a cattle station 
called Bluff Downs, north of Charters Towers, and 
eventually Albert took charge of it. Grandfather 
took his two sons into a partnership called White 
and Sons. When he died he left two thirds of his 
estate to Albert, and one third to my mother, his 
elder son Ernest having predeceased him. Albert
22 Certificate of Title No. 501268 Volume 2528 Folio 8 
in the name of Graham Ernest Mylne dated 23rd 
November, 1950.
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wanted Bluff Downs for himself, so my mother 
exchanged her share in that property for some of 
Albert's shares in Collins White and Company, to 
which Glen Ormiston, north of Boulia had been 
added.
When Robert Collins became too old to look after 
the properties, I was appointed Managing Partner in 
his place, in 1913. When I became too old in 1943, I 
handed over the management to Douglas Fraser, 
whose mother was a Collins, and who had inherited 
scares in the Partnership. Since then the old 
Partnership has become a Limited Liability Company, 
with a greatly increased number of beneficiaries 
(whose shares had, until that time, been held in 
various Trusts), as Shareholders; but the good 
friendly spirit of the Partnership still holds good, 
and the Company still remains a Family concern ...H 
(1950)
"... The Collins White partnership began paying 
dividends in 1904, and in 1907 I went for a trip to 
the Old Country where I renewed my acquaintance 
with the cousins there. Duckett White and his wife 
Otto, were in Inverness just then, and we visited 
them and went to the Inverness Gathering and balls
It was during this visit at the Perth Hunt balls, that 
I met my future wife for the first time. She is one 
of the old stock, born at Gourdie and brought up in 
Scotland."
(They did not marry until 1910).
"... We arrived (in Sydney) in March, (1911) and on 
the 31st May 1911 our first son Graham Jasper, was 
born ...
We stayed in Sydney until October 1913 ... Sheila 
Anne was born on August 21st 1912 ...
... William Collins, who had been managing partner of 
Collins White and Company since 1882, died in 1912. 
His brother Robert was a very old man, and wanted 
to wind up the business. At that time the runs 
carried about 95,000 sheep and 35,000 cattle. I 
inspected them and wrote such a favourable report 
that Robert agreed to carry on the business on 
condition that I would take over the general
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management, and the other partners agreed.
This meant that we had to live in or near Brisbane, 
within reach of my office, so we went to Queensland 
at the end of 1913, bought Lota from Duckett White, 
and were settled there by Christmas.
I used to spend some months on the stations every 
year in the early years. There was a terrible drought 
on our stations in 1927 and onwards, as the result of 
which our cattle were reduced to 1,000 head, and our 
sheep to 29,000, and I had a very anxious time. , I 
kept the management till 1942, when I had a serious 
illness and was obliged to retire in favour of D. M. 
Fraser. A few years ago I totted up the amount 
which Collins White and Co. had paid in dividends, 
and it amounted to the best part of a million pounds; 
and they have been paying large dividends since 
then. So 1 think that 1 may claim to have been a 
fairly successful manager, and 1 never had a shadow 
of a dispute with any of the partners during my 
term of office."
There is a supplementary memoir written by his wife, Kathleen, 
and read and approved by Graham Ernest Mylne.
"Our arrival in Queensland and establishment at Lota 
was the beginning of our real life in Australia 
together.
A few years before, Duckett White, another grandson 
of the original owner, had bought and added to Lota, 
and made it into a comfortable modern home. At 
the time of our arrival he had decided to sell it, 
having cut up the two hundred acres that originally 
belonged to it, keeping ten acres. We bought it for 
£5,000 "walk in, walk out".
...Agnes Helena was born in 1915, ...Margaret Lilian 
in 1917, ...At this time Granny (Helena White) had 
come to live in Brisbane, and had a nice flat at 
Montpelier on Wickham Terrace.
...Alastair Douglas was born in 1919, and Kathleen 
Ruth in 1921, this completing our family. Granny 
Mylne died in 1922 she was eighty two years old....
...Soon after this a Countrywomen's Association was 
formed in Queensland, and another granddaughter of
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Granny Mylnc, Maud Ogilvie, who was now married 
to Ernest White of Bluff Downs, was one of the 
prime movers in pioneering the Association.
Through her influence and effort, the family decided 
to give a Seaside Cottage to the Q.C.W.A. as a rest 
home for the country women and children, in memory 
of my (Graham’s) mother. A cottage was found at 
Lota, very near to our old house, and from that time 
my wife has been closely connected with the work 
there. It has been enlarged from time to time by 
Branches of the C.W.A. and has proved a very vital 
memorial to one who was a pioneer country woman 
herself ...
...Just at this time (end of 1925), Mrs. Hubert 
Fairfax, who had been doing great work as State 
President of the Q.C.W.A. was going for a visit to 
the Old Country, and she nominated my wife as 
Deputy State President in her place ... She was 
appointed ... in 1927. She held the position of 
Deputy, acting as State President, for three years, 
and then ... of State President for seven years more, 
making ten in all. This brought her into close 
contact with countrywomen throughout Queensland 
and entailed a great deal of travelling ... all over 
the State, and in the other Eastern States at 
times."23
Mention has been made of the charitable work of the 
Mylne family in establishing a home named after Helena. The 
circumstances are set out in a newspaper article.
"Across the road from Lota House is a large 
weatherboard house which, but for its uniform 
paintwork and a sign identifying its a Helena Mylne 
Home, one could easily pass without a second glance.
Beneath the humble exterior of the Helena Mylne 
Home is a history as interesting and colourful as 
Lota itself.
23 Edited extract supplied by Mrs. Margaret Galwey 
with letter dated 16 August, 1989.
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Named after the only daughter of Mr. Duckett White, 
the 12 room residence is run by the Queensland 
Country Women’s Association as a hostel for retired 
and single ladies.
Last month the QCWA paid tribute to Helena Mylne 
and her family with a diamond jubilee anniversary 
celebration, officially opened by Lady Mayoress, Mrs. 
Pearl Harvey.
The story goes that Helena Mylne (nee Duckett- 
White) returned to her father's home to retire after 
surviving a husband, Captain Graham Mylne, and 
raising six children on a property near Roma.
Mr. Duckett White had since died, but Helena's son, 
Graham jnr. kept his mother until her death in 1921, 
at the age of 82.
Several years later the QCWA was formed, with one 
of its most ardent initiators being Mrs. Ernest White, 
the grand-daughter of Helena Mylne.
It was owing to her enthusiasm for the movement 
that the children and grandchildren of Mrs. Mylne 
voted to present land from the family holdings to 
the QCWA.
Lota Seaside Cottage was opened in October, 1924, 
by Sir Matthew Nathan at a time when the QCWA 
had as its president another relative of Helena, Mrs. 
Kathleen Mylne.
After her retirement, Mrs. Mylne maintained an 
interest in the cottage and soon became its 
chairwoman.
Until 1952 the Lota Seaside Home was a holiday 
recluse for country women and their children looking 
for a break from the dust and hardship of the 
Queensland outback.
Many a child suffering from blight owed his regained 
sight to the peace, tranquility and Bayside breezes of 
the seaside home.
Since 1952, when the name was changed to
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commemorate a remarkable country woman, the home 
has been a refuge for aged and single women, many 
of whom have nowhere else to go.
It is run, mainly voluntarily, by a committee 
composed of representatives from Q.C.W.A. branches 
from all over Brisbane."24
In 1986 the QCWA received a federal grant to build a new 
hostel and the 12 ladies were to be moved into the new 
building on the same site. The older home, which had been 
built in 1963 and extended several times, was to be demolished. 
This was progressively done.25
Mrs. Sheila Sutherland (nee Mylne) records aspects of 
memories of the home as follows:-
"Mention has been made of the untiring work of the 
Mylne family in establishing the home named after 
Helena, now known as the ^Helena Mylne Memorial 
Home*. This once upon a time seaside cottage has 
now become a beautiful residence; lately entirely 
remodelled and opened by His Excellency, The 
Governor, The Hon. Sir Walter Campbell A.C., Q.C., 
on 4 November 1989.
In retrospect, I remember childhood days at Lota, 
when this square lattice-encastd house just across 
Grace Street from Lota*s southern boundary, was 
called by us, the Lota children ‘The Meat Safe’ 
(because that was how it looked to us). Great was 
the day when it was bought by our united families.
We were at last able to gratify our curiosity and 
explore its mysterious interior.
You have already been told in previous pages how 
the acquisition of this property came about and of 
its presentation for the escape of needy women and 
children from the rigorous conditions of life in the 
outback to a place where they would be cool and
24 Wynnum-Redlands Herald of 7th November, 1984 p.5. 
According to Mrs. Sheila Sutherland (nee Mylne) 
some facts set out in this article are inaccurate.
The Redlands Express of 1st October, 1986.25
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cared for.
My mother, Mrs. Kathleen Mylne, O.B.E. (Helena’s 
beloved daughter-in-law), was at that time intensely 
interested in C.W.A. affairs and she took the home 
under her capable wing and lavished thereon, for 
endless years, her wonderful ability to give comfort 
and strength to those visitors and also, with the 
help of committee members, to nurture and 
strengthen the growth of the home and so to lay the 
foundations of the splendid institution which is now 
flourishing so well.
Never at any time was this gift to the C.W.A. 
thought of as a charitable gesture. The concept of 
its purpose - to commemmorate the life of a very 
splendid pioneering woman shone through and above 
all else and all that was contributed by the Mylne 
family was in praise of her memory - the Granny 
we all loved so dearly. The support and interest 
over the years of our life long friends and beloved 
cousins, Ernest, Maud and Sylvia White must be 
acknowledged. Maud and Ernest were our staunch 
allies in their life time and Sylvia continues to take 
an interest when an occasion arises for our 
inclusion in the affairs of The Helena Mylne 
Memorial Home."26
Lota continues to thfc present day, albeit somewhat run 
down, in its valuable function of providing a home for the 
aged.
26 Letter by Mrs. Sutherland dated 30th March, 1990 to 
author. I am indebted to Mrs. Sutherland for 
correcting this chapter in relation to certain dates 
concerning the Mylne family.
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CHAPTER 12 
GEORGE WHITE
As has been recounted in Chapter 1 and as is set out in 
the Family Tree W. D. White had siblings. George White was 
one of his brothers. He was born a few years after William, in 
1811.1 He married Julianna Boyd Banks on 4th February, 1845 
at New Ross, Ireland. Julia was born in Wexford, Ireland, in 
1819. Her father was William Banks, a "gentleman", and her 
mother was Joyce, nee Batt.3 It can be presumed that the 
name "Boyd" in Julia's names indicates a family connection with 
the Boyds who featured so prominently in early Australian 
settlement and who were thought to be cousins of the Robinson 
Family. Some later records show the initial "R" in George's 
name but it seems, on balance, that his only given name was 
"George".
W. D. White in his letter dated 6th March, 1857 (to 
George Robinson) refers to George's journey to Australia as 
follows:-
"I have received a letter from my brother Henry, he 
states that George and family had sailed from 
London in the Camperdown and I may daily expect 
them. I hope George is not too old to commence a 
bush life. I wish he had come out some years 
sooner, as I had advised him, but better late than 
never, when a man cannot succeed at home. I hope 
he may settle down near us as the society of his 
family will be of the greatest comfort to us."
In his letter dated 14th April, 1857 from Ipswich, W. D. 
White states that: "George and family have arrived all safe. I 
am starting with them today for home". ("Home" probably
See chapter 1 for details for George's birth date 
research. A slightly later date of 1813 or 1814 is 
deduced from document JUS/103 2 and Gravestone 
Inscription in New Zealand, traced by Mr. Andrew W. 
Graham.
Taken from Julia's Death Certificate, except for date 
of marriage in the certificate which seems to be 
incorrect. Also see Queensland Country Deaths Index 
Ref. No. 300.
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meant "Beaudesert" station). It can be deduced from this 
information, therefore, that G. D. White, his wife and their 
children sailed from London to Australia in the "Camperdown" 
in the early months of 1857. The arrival shipping manifest of 
the "Camperdown", 993 tons, confirms that the vessel arrived in 
Sydney on 24th March, 1857 with George, Julia and their five 
children having travelled as cabin passengers.8 G. White was 
then aged about 45 years and he and Julia had been married 12 
years. On arrival they travelled to Ipswich where they met W. 
D. White and travelled with him to "Beaudesert" station.
As to their children it seems that there were five. They 
were Sarah Joyce (b. 1846 at New Ross, Wexford), Duckett 
(b.1847), William George (b. 1849), Georgina Eliza (b.l 851 ) and 
Langrish Henry (b.1854).* 4 (He was known as Langrisch Harry, 
but also recorded as Langrich and Longleish).5
It seems from "Beaudesert" station G. White was assisted 
by his brother, William, to start a pastoralist life with a  ^small 
herd of cows to form a dairy.6 A dairy was preferred to beef 
cattle as G. White was not considered active enough or 
sufficiently skilled as a horseman. This was so despite George 
having young sons who showed promise.7 8 G. White and his 
family stayed at "Beaudesert" for some years.8 In the opinion 
of W. D. White, however, George was not suited to bush life.9
The next hint of events concerning the G. Whites is in 
Jane White’s letter of 9th April, 1862 (to George Robinson)
8 Archives Authority of N.S.W. Microfilm AO Reel 404 
X 96. Unassisted Passengers July 1856-June 1857
Shipping Masters Office Index to Vessels Arrived 
1841-66. (From Mr. Andrew W. Graham by letter of
28th February, 1990).
4 From Death Certificate of Julia Boyd White and Birth
Certificate of Charles E. M Graham.
6 Rockhampton Cemetery Death Index 1864-1970 (buried 
there 20.03.1928); Brisbane Marriage Index 1886-1893 
Ref. No. 10979; Estate documents of George White, 
Queensland Archives Supreme Court of Queensland 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Document 2998.
6 W. D. White’s letter dated 30th June, 1857.
7 Ibid.
8 W. D. White’s letter dated 1st February, 1859.
9 W. D. White’s letters dated 4th July, 1858 and 1st
February, 1859.
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where she states:-
"George White's eldest daughter Sarah is well married
to Colonel Graham's son of ....  Dumfrieshire. They
are living 10 miles from them at ‘Tambooren.’"
Sarah's husband was born at Mossknowe, Scotland about 
1835 and came to New South Wales in 1854.10 Unfortunately 
they did not prosper at Tambourine as W. D. White's letter of 
16th February, 1865 (to George Robinson) gives the next 
information concerning them, and also concerning G. White:-
"To show you the ruinous state of the Logan (River 
area), with the exception of Barker, McDonald and 
ourselves - all the others are Bankrupt. Cardow 
Collins and his father, Compigne and the two 
Hendersons and Charley Graham, my niece Sarah’s 
husband are all ruined the latter at Tambourine. I 
did not tell you that I have procured a Government 
Berth for my brother George at Gladstone in the 
Telegraph. Charley Graham and Sarah are gone up 
with them. I have taken Georgie."
One presumes that the "Government Berth" referred to by 
William which G. White had taken at Gladstone was concerned 
with the telegraph wire that formed the backbone of 
communication linking Gladstone to Rockhampton (16th 
November, 1864) and on to Brisbane (4th January, 1865). G. 
White is recorded as being the Clerk of Petty Sessions, 
Gladstone over the period 16th December, 1865 to 1878. By 
1876 he was also a Justice of the Peace and Registrar of the 
District Court. He went on leave and was replaced in the 
position by his son-in-law, Charles Stewart Graham.* 11. Julia 
died on 6th June, 1874 at Port Curtis, of "bilious fever", then 
aged 55 years, and was buried at Gladstone cemetery.12 G. 
White was on leave in New Zealand when he died at Waiwera, 
near Auckland on 2nd February, 1879.13 He died intestate i.e.
10 From details on the Birth Certificate of Charles E. 
M. Graham. Research by Mr. Andrew W. Graham 
under cover of letter to author dated 30th January, 1990.
11 Queensland Post Office Directories 1869-1876. 
Research by Mr. Andrew W. Graham under cover of 
letters dated 30th January, 1990 and 28th February, 1990.
12 From Julia's Death Certificate.
18 Research of Mr. Andrew W. Graham, supra.
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leaving no Will, and Letters of Administration of his estate 
issued out of the Supreme Court of Queensland to his son, 
Duckett, then of Toowoomba.14
SARAH JOYCE GRAHAM (NEE WHITE)18
As to the children of G. White and Julia, the eldest child, 
Sarah Joyce White, married Charles Stewart Graham on 24th 
April, 1862 at Beaudesert according to the rites of the Church 
of England in the presence of William and Jane White.16 
Charles Graham then resided at "Tamboureen", with his family. 
The issue of this marriage, together with a daughter who died 
in infancy, were Anne Julia (1864), William Gordon (1868), 
George Cecil (1870), Charles Erskine Maxwell (1872),17 Mary 
Stewart (1875), Dulcie Sandford (1878), Malcolm Stewart (1880) 
and Lillias Mair (1882).18 Charles S. Graham owned 
Tambourine station but was not successful and Captain Towns 
foreclosed on him, after which he and his family went to 
"Calliope", near Gladstone, where he was a grazier at least 
until 15th September, 186810 and he also had an interest at 
some time in "Glenprarie" and "Stoodleigh". In 1878 he became 
Clerk of Petty Sessions, Gladstone.20 He died at Reception 
House, Rockhampton on 5th December, 1883.21
14 Research of Mr. Andrew W. Graham based on 
Supreme Court documents.
15 Much of this chapter is based on a lengthy 
handwritten monograph written by Miss Beryl Graham 
headed "The George Duckett White’s Offspring" dated 
3rd February, 1988; certificates of births and deaths 
and other material supplied by Mr. John Munro and 
research by Mr. Andrew W. Graham.
16 From Marriage Certificate extracted 10th April, 1984; 
extract of Birth Certificate of Charles E. M Graham.
17 Ibid.
18 Death Certificate of Sarah Joyce Graham extracted 
10th April, 1984; Monograph from Miss Beryl Graham; 
Queensland Birth Index and relevant Birth 
Certificates, supra.
10 Shown as "grazier" on Charles E. M. Graham’s Birth 
Certificate. Ibid.
20 Research by Andrew W. Graham, supra.
21 Ibid. His young family is thought to have been 
assisted by his brother, Major-General John Gordon 
Graham (1833-1911).
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Sarah died on 21st July, 1908 at Moray Street, New Farm, 
her husband having pre-deceased her and was buried at 
Toowong Cemetery, Brisbane.22 At the time of her death she 
and her daughter, Anne, lived together.23
Some details of the children of Sarah Joyce Graham and 
Charles Stewart Graham have been supplied by Mr. Andrew W. 
Graham as follows:-
"Anne Julia (2.4.1864 - mid 1930’s), spinster, lived for a 
time in Brisbane, Beaudesert and subsequently shifted to 
Toowoomba where she was a housekeeper at the 
Toowoomba Grammar School.
William Gordon (15.9.1868-1929), was talented, being 
admired and respected by the family. His marriage to 
Cecilia Matilda Murphy caused friction with the strong 
views of the Scottish side of the family. He rose to 
Under-Secretary of Lands, but resigned on 20th November 
1920 on a point of principle after a change of 
Government.
George Cecil (23.9.1870-6.7.1924), commenced work as a 
clerk in the Lands Department, but joined the Queensland 
National Bank on 27.4.1890. He served at South Brisbane, 
Dalby, Pittsworth, Tannymorel and finally was promoted to 
Head Office. His marriage also caused difficulties in the 
family but it was cut short by his early death in 1924 
after 18 months of indifferent health leaving a widow and 
a young son, who subsequently excelled in the 
Scholarship examination, gaining a place in the top 10.
Charles Erskine Maxwell (31.12.1872-16.9.58). A keen 
sportsman. He and Annie Julia ‘kept an eye* on George 
Cecil's son, Ian Graham.
Mary Stewart (25.5.1875-1969), known as "Mollie". 
Together with her sister Dulcie, she left Brisbane for 
Sydney where she studied as a physiotherapist.24
22 Death Certificate extracted 10th April, 1984.
28 Ibid.
24 Mary married Justice Milner Stephen, fourth judge in 
the Stephen family and connected with Stephen 
Jacques Stephen, a well known firm of Sydney 
solicitors. From Miss Beryl Graham, enclosure to
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Dulcie Sandford (11.10.1878-4.12.1959), spinster. Of 
‘strong character’, she worked in the N.S.W. Public 
Service, and in Canberra a Private Secretary to Lady 
Isaacs, wife of the Governor General. She visited the 
Graham Scottish seat at Mossknowe in 1908.
Malcolm Stewart (12.8.1880) died in infancy prior to 1883.
Lillias Mair (4.5.1882-buried 14.1.1904). Little is known of 
‘poor little Ginny*, except of her early death in 
Brisbane."25
The fourth child of Charles Stewart Graham and Sarah 
was Charles Erskinc Maxwell Graham (born 31.12.1872 at 
Gladstone or at nearby Port Curtis). He had a cane farm near 
Innisfail. He married Florence Muriel Smallman Barnett at St. 
James Cathedral, Townsville on 24th June, 1912 whilst still a 
cane farmer at Innisfail. His wife’s father, John V. S. 
Barnett, was a solicitor of the firm Roberts, Leu and Barnett 
(later Roberts, Leu and North). Charles Graham later took up 
an interest in "Bluff Downs" and became a personal secretary, 
in effect, to Albert William Duckett White at "Bluff Downs" and 
managed the station until Albert's death in 1914. (For details 
of "Bluff Downs" and A. W. D. White see Chapter 10). A. W.
D. White’s second wife, Emma Henriques, was Florence 
Graham’s aunt i.e. her mother’s sister (Florence Amelia).26 C.
E. M Graham sold his interest in "Bluff Downs" and moved 
with his family to live at Southport, although he continued to 
visit the property from time to time to discharge the interest 
he still had in it.
letter dated 17th April, 1990.
Research by Mr. Andrew W. Graham under cover 
letter dated 4th March, 1990; including Obituary of 
George C. Graham, "The Brisbane Courier" 8th July, 
1924.
From marriage certificate of C.E.M. Graham dated 
28th June, 1912 (but married 24th June, 1912); and 
from birth certificate of Florence M. G. Barnett, 
which shows her mother as Florence Amelia Barnett, 
nee Henriques, who, at the time of her daughter’s 
birth at Cooktown on 22nd May, 1888, was 27 years 
of age. She had been born in Melbourne, Victoria.

237
DUCKETT WHITE
The second child of G. White and Julia was Duckett 
White. He spent his life on the land. He went to Eatonswill 
to work, arriving on 29th March, 1870, probably as a 
jackaroo.27 He married Jean Anne Bawden, born 1858, second 
daughter of Thomas Bawden of Grafton, New South Wales, in 
the early 1880*s. Their first home was at Juandah, Queensland 
and in the 1890’s they moved to manage "Nymboida" station 
(Northern New South Wales) for the Bank of New South Wales 
until its sale in 1899 after which they lived at Yamba until 
Duckett died just before World War I. Jean then lived in an 
old house called "Yoorgaga", at South Grafton, which she 
owned. In 1939 she was joined there by her brother, who had 
been injured in a bush fire near Melbourne. One of her
sisters, Myrel (a name made up by Duckett combining the 
names of two of his relatives), lived with her at "Nymboida" 
and also at Yamba. Jean died on 31st December, 1949 at South 
Grafton.28 It seems that there were no children of this 
marriage.
The Duckett Whites and descendants played a prominent 
part in the affairs of the Grafton district, including in 
horseracing where they raced many horses including some with 
success. A set of racing colours belonging to Duckett White 
was given by Jean Bawden to Dr. Ted Woodward (after Duckett 
White's death) and in turn Dr. Woodward's widow gave them in 
the early 1980*s to Alec W. D. White in Brisbane but, 
unfortunately, they have been lost.29
Duckett is buried in Grafton, N.S.W., where his headstone
From Graham Douglas Mylne’s diaries, as recounted 
in a letter by Mrs. Margaret Galwey dated 18th 
November, 1989.
The information concerning Duckett White and his 
family is derived from a typed sheet signed by Anne 
Bawden dated December, 1968 which was obtained by 
A. G. D. White, on 13th December, 1988. "Notes on 
Nymboida" by A. Apps, of the Richmond River 
Historical Society, confirm a White managed 
"Nymboida" in 1864 - from Mrs. Mary Ralston by 
letter dated 24th April, 1989.
Anne Bawden, Ibid. Mrs. Bawden names Duckett as 
"John Duckett White", but "John" does not seem to 
have been his given name.
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reads: "In loving memory of Duckett White. Died 13th
October, 1913. Aged 65 years. 2 Timothy 4-7".30
WILLIAM GEORGE WHITE
The third child of G. White and Julia was William George 
White (b. 19.02.1849) his godfathers and godmother being 
Reverend Langrishe Banks, Benjamin Banks and Louisa Banks.31 
He married Rachel Macdonald, of "Bromelton", near Beaudesert. 
William George White lived at "The Knoll", Beaudesert which is 
opposite the High School.32 In 1895 W. G. White had an 
interest in White and Watson Stock and Station Agency, also in 
Beaudesert. (Watson was probably a relative of his wife). He 
died in 1923.
As a young man, "Willy", as he was known, worked on a 
station on the Tweed River, owned by his uncle, W. D. White. 
Later he drove a big mob of breeding cows from "Beaudesert" 
station to stock the new holding of W. D. White at "Bluff 
Downs". After that he managed "Nindooinbah" for his cousin, 
Ernest White. On the trip south from the "Bluff Downs" 
droving trip the vessel on which he was travelling was wrecked 
in the Barrier Reef, but without loss of life. He also managed 
at some time "Colinton", Upper Brisbane River, and 
"Thylungra", Coopers* Creek. In the Beaudesert area he was a 
buyer for Q.ME. and A. Co., afterwards Q.M.E. Co., for more 
than 30 years.33
An obituary to W. G. White was, in part, as follows:-
"Most of his early days were spent in the northern 
part of Queensland, nevertheless he put in a good 
deal of time on Beaudesert Station and with his 
cousin, the late Mr. Ernest White, at Nindooinbah.
Letters from Mrs. Margaret Galwey dated 16th 
August, and 18th November, 1989.
Document entitled "Register of Birth", believed part 
of the family bible of George White. Copy from 
Mrs. Doris Gray-Woods under cover of letter dated 
1st May, 1990 and source confirmed by letter dated 
30th May, 1990.
Mrs. Margaret Barry, Archivist, Beaudesert Historical 
Society in a letter undated but sent in June, 1989. 
Obituary Cutting from Unknown newspaper on 
unknown date.
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In those days Beau (D)esert was a very big run, and 
extended from where the town of Beaudesert now 
stands right to the sea coast and when in a 
reminiscent mood Mr. White often related how he 
had mustered cattle where Southport is now located. 
At that time Coomera, Pimpama, Cooinbaba, &c, were 
all outstations of Beaudesert. He spent a 
considerable time at Bluff Downs near Charters 
Towers (which was owned by his cousin, the late Mr. 
Albert White) and happened to be at the latter town 
when gold was discovered there, and he was full of 
interesting facts relating to this important discovery. 
Mr. White at one time owned property at Colinton in 
the Esk district which he subsequently disposed of. 
For many years he managed Thylungra Station, one 
of the largest properties in Queensland. On leaving 
Thylungera about 30 years ago, he came to reside in 
Beaudesert, and bought the property known as "The 
Knoll", on which he started dairying. It was not 
long, however, before he was appointed local buyer 
for the Q.M.E. and A. Co. Ltd. a position which he 
held for over 25 years.
.... Personally he was a most lovable, kindly disposed 
man, straight as a gun barrel, and liked and trusted 
by everyone. The old saying that ‘an honest man is 
the noblest work of God\ was well exemplified in 
Willy White. In his young days he was a splendid 
horseman, and at different times he owned several 
good horses, which he raced with a fair amount of 
success. In racing, as in other things, he proved 
himself a straight goer, and was a thorough 
sportsman."84
The children of William G. and Rachel, his wife, were 
Julia Rachel (b.27.5.1883)36, Kathleen (b.28.7.1886)36, Aileen 
(b.16.8.18 89)37, Grace Hope (b.2.11.1891)33 and Sheila89. Of
34 "The Beaudesert Times" 18th May, 1923. From Mrs. 
Doris Gray-Woods under cover letter dated 1st May, 
1990.
35 Queensland Births 1880-1884. 83 003525.
36 Queensland Births 1885-1889. 86 006772.
37 Ibid, 89 001657.
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these children Kathleen died as a child and only Sheila married, 
to Kenneth Barker, of which marriage there was the issue 
shown in the family tree.40 
The fourth child of G. White and Julia was a daughter 
named Georgina Eliza White, who was born at New Ross, 
Wexford, Ireland in 1851. She stayed on with W. D. White and 
Jane at Beaudesert when her parents and other family moved to 
Gladstone.41 She married John Lockwood Graham. (He was not 
any near relation of Charles Stewart Graham, who married her 
elder sister, Sarah). According to Miss Beryl Graham, John 
Lockwood Graham "owned several properties there (in the 
Beaudesert district) before going to Calliope".42 The family 
lost heavily in the Mt. Morgan minjng venture and it bought 
"The Hermitage" near Willowburn, Toowoomba, which, 
unfortunately, was not financially successful. 
Georgina's husband John Lockwood Graham, was the 
second of two children of Dugald Graham and Marianne 
Lock wood. They had married in Glasgow, Scotland in I 834 and 
came to Australia the next year. Their only children were 
Eliza Manley (b.l839 or 1840) and John (b.l842).43 
The Dugald Grahams had settled in the Logan area at an 
early stage. In September 1844 Dugald Graham took out a 
license on behalf of Whitting and Company for portion of a 
run, formerly known as "Burton Vale" but then known as 
38 
39 
I bid, 92 012011. These 4 births from research by 
Mr. A. W. Graham. 
Sheela Nora. born 10 July, 1901. Queensland Birth Index 
1900-1904. Ref. no 01-007078 
From Mrs. Doris Gray-Woods in letter dated lst 
May, 1990. 
W. D. White's letter dated 16th February, 1865. 
Manuscript headed "The George Duckett White's 
Offspring" dated 3rd February, 1988. 
Taken from Death Certificates of Dugald Graham and 
"Mary Anne Graham formerly Lockwood". The two 
death certificates are quite contradictory on many 
details but the facts correlate on the details of 
marriage and of issue, so they seem to be of the 
same person. 
Georgina Eliza Graham (nee White)
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"Tambourine". In December 1845 he bought some of that run 
in his own name and it was re-named "Tabragalba" while the 
balance retained the name of "Tambourine" (owned by H.P. 
Hicks). "Tambourine" was owned by Dugald Graham for a 
period, in the 1850*s (and later, for a period, by Charles 
Graham - no relation). Dugald died on 15th May, 1870.44 By 
1865 J. L. Graham was at Upper Calliope.46 In 1868 he, his 
parents and his sister were listed at Cawana, Gladstone.46
John Lockwood Graham and Georgina married at Gladstone 
on 7th February, 1872 at the Presbyterian Church. Issue of this 
marriage were Dugald Maxwell Lockwood (b.8.2.1873), Beryl 
Lockwood (b.25.5.1875), Keith Lockwood (b.1880), Olive 
Lockwood (b.1883), Eunice Lockwood (b.21.11.1884), Colin 
Lockwood (b.28.02.1887), Joyce Lockwood (b.6.11.1888) and one 
boy who died young.47 Georgina died on 13th April, 1931 and 
was buried in Toowoomba.48 John predeceased her, having died 
of heart disease on 2nd September, 1916, his occupation being 
given as Inspector, Darling Downs Rabbit Board. He was buried 
at Toowoomba cemetery.49 Their oldest son, Dugald, was killed 
at Gallipoli on 14th May, 1915 when, as a major in the Second 
Light Horse, A.I.F., in a bayonet charge on enemy trenches he, 
and many others, were killed by enemy machine gun fire.
Mr. Dugald G. Munro, a descendant of Georgina Eliza 
White, writes of his family as follows:-
"Dugald Graham was born in Scotland in 1802. He 
was the son of Duncan and Jane (nee Lockwood) 
Graham. His father’s occupation is listed as grazier.
In 1838 he married in Glasgow, Scotland, Mary Ann 
Manley. Mary Ann was born Mary Ann Lockwood on 
19th April, 1805. She was born in Cashel,
44 History of the Gold Coast (Published Oct. 1958) pp. 
18-19.
45 History of the Calliope Valley, in "Calliope Shire 
Centenary 1879-1979". City Printing Works,Rockhampton,
46 1874 Queensland Post Office Directory. Perhaps this 
is "Cararra".
47 The Queensland Birth Index Ref. Nos. 73 000615, 73 
003237, 85 002640, 87 002940 records these dates for 
Dugald, Beryl, Eunice, Colin and Joyce. There is no 
record for Keith or Olive.
48 Taken from Death Certificate of Georgina Eliza Graham.
49 Taken from Death Certificate of John Lockwood Graham.
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Tipperary, Ireland, and was the daughter of Benjamin 
and Eliza (nee Kelly) Lockwood. Her father’s 
occupation is listed as Commissioned Officer. In 
1829 she married a Robert Manley, but we do not 
know what happened to said Robert Manley. Dugald 
and Mary Ann had two children - their daughter, 
Eliza Manley, was born about 1840 and their son, 
John Lockwood, was born in Glasgow, Lanarkshire, 
Scotland, on 7th November, 1841.
Dugald and Mary Ann and their two small children 
left their native country in 1844 and came to 
Australia. A gold pocket watch was presented to 
Dugald on his departure from Scotland with the 
following inscription:-
Presented to 
Dugald Graham Esq. 
on his leaving his Native Country 
By
A few friends
In testimony of their esteem.
9th. March, 1844.
It seems that the family first landed at Sydney, and 
Dugald then chartered a schooner to get himself and 
family from Sydney to Moreton Bay. He filled it 
with a cargo of ducks, geese, pigs, and domestic 
fowls, the first of these smaller domestic creatures 
ever taken to the Albert River district. It appears 
to have been a collection worthy of the ’Swiss 
Family Robinson*. On the voyage from Sydney the 
schooner put into Port Macquarie for fresh 
provisions, and there the family enjoyed their first 
water melon!
On 12th January, 1843, Surveyor Robert Dixon - who 
gave his address as Sydney - took out a depasturing 
licence for ’Burton Vale* on the Albert River, which 
he had marked in name on his survey map of the 
East Moreton districts, published in 1842.
His ownership was brief, for by September of that 
year the ’Burton Vale Run* had passed, under a new 
licence covering the year to 30th June, 1844, to H. 
P. Hicks. In September, 1844, Dugald Graham took 
out a licence on behalf of Whitting and Company for
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portion of the run, the name of which by now had 
been changed to ‘Tamourine'. This was the
squatter's anglicised form of the native ‘Jamborin*, 
‘Dyamberin’ or ‘Tchambreen* (place of yams) and was 
the place name for a spot near the homestead site, 
close to the river, which was known by the 
aborigines to produce particularly fine and abundant 
specimens of this important item of their diet. For 
the same period (July, 1844 to June 1845) H. P. 
Hicks' separate licence for ‘Tambourine' was tardily 
renewed in June, 1845.
The custom was to pay the depasturing licence fee in 
advance, and by late payment of his dues a squatter 
risked the possibility of having portion of his run 
‘jumped’ by newcomers, who were not always aware 
that they were, in fact, poaching on others’ 
preserves. Disputed claims were not uncommon in 
those first days of settlement, and where such 
misunderstandings arose the squatters must wait for 
the visit of a Commissioner of Crown Lands to settle 
the vexed question, and, with the co-operation of 
the disputants, designate landmarks as boundary 
lines.
In December, 1845, that portion of ‘Tambourine' held 
by Whitting and Company was bought by Dugald 
Graham under the new name of ‘Tabragalba', while 
the portion known as ‘Tambourine' remained in the 
possession of H. P. Hicks. By 1848 it stood in the 
name of Donald Coutts, who held it until the 1850*s 
when it was bought by Dugald Graham. From him it 
passed to James Taylor.
The name ‘Tabragalba* was the result of a legend 
handed on through many generations by the 
aborigines of the locality. There was, so the saga 
runs, once a mighty hunter of the Wangerriburra 
tribe who, through some mishap, lost his gigantic 
nulla nulla - and with it went his prestige among his 
fellows. Many moons passed and tribesmen were 
born and passed into the Spirit Land; then a day 
came when the tribe, camping again between the 
river and the lagoon, came upon the mighty nulla 
nulla of the legend, partly fossilised. A great cry of 
joy went up from the river bank,, and the place 
thereafter became known to the tribe as ‘Tabragalba*
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or ‘Juabba Galba* (the place where the nulla nulla 
fell).
The only playmates the Graham children had in those 
early days were Jane and Robert Collins of 
‘Mundoolun', and the Graham children and Jane 
Collins were dubbed The Inseparables*. It was a 
problem for a family living so far from any 
educational centre, but eventually it was overcome 
by their removing to Brisbane for a time. Therefore, 
whilst still retaining Tabragalba*, Dugald Graham 
rented a stone house across the river from New 
Farm, so that the children could be educated. In 
1855 Jane Collins, being then 14 years of age, was 
considered old enough to go to boarding school at 
Sydney, and she was enrolled as a pupil at a small, 
but excellent, girl's school, conducted by Mrs. 
Gordon at Newtown. Miss Collins made her journey 
to the capital (Sydney) in the SS 'Boomerang', 
travelling under the care of Mr. Dugald Graham 
with her old playmate, Eliza M. Graham, as a fellow- 
passenger. The vessel left Brisbane on a Sunday, but 
did not reach Newcastle till the following Friday, 
having been delayed by very bad weather. After 
their long voyage the travellers went ashore for 
exercise. They so enjoyed the run that they 
stopped overlong, and missed the boat! As a result 
they did not reach Sydney until the following 
Monday, making eight days for a trip that is usually 
accomplished by the coastal vessels of to-day in from 
36 to 40 hours.
Tabragalba’ was primarily a sheep run estimated, in 
1851, at thirty square miles and carrying 5,594 sheep 
and 40 cattle. The sheep, upon which the squatters 
depended for the livelihood, fell heir to all the 
diseases prevalent in that heavy rainfall area. Wool 
was carted by bullock dray to the South Brisbane 
wharves, but the fast flooding Albert and Logan 
Rivers often rendered the track impassable and 
Tabragalba’ and its companion stations could be cut 
off from supplies for weeks at a time. To avoid 
possible starvation, wheat and corn were grown for 
flour, being ground on the property. Corn was not 
popular with the whites, who scorned it as horse 
feed, but the blacks loved it, and descended on the 
crop like a flock of parrots. One day Graham,
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sitting on the ‘Tabragalba* varandah overlooking a 
corn-field on the river bank, caught sight of a 
sinewy black arm waving from behind a tree on the 
other side of the Albert. He soon realised that the 
arm belonged to a blackfellow acting as ‘Cockatoo* 
for his mates down in the corn. Graham quietly got 
up from his chair, went inside and came back with a 
gun. At this the arm began waving frantically, and 
six Wangerriburras shot out of the corn and landed 
with six separate splashes in the river. Graham, who 
got on well with them, let them go, a grin on his 
face. Whilst still a young man Dugal Graham’s hair 
turned white, and this led to the aboriginals calling 
him ‘Flour - bag Cobbera*.
Eventually Dugald Graham took as a partner in 
‘Tabragalba\ James Henderson, and later sold to him 
before going to the Central Burnett.
In 1855, Dugald Graham purchased ‘Wigton* in the 
Central Burnett. At that time ‘Wigton* consisted of 
three runs as follows -
‘Wigton’ of 16,000 acres.
Adjoining and to the south, ‘Ballyhew* of 
16,000 acres.
And to the east ‘Woroon*, also 16,000 
acres.
In 1869, these three runs were sold to H. Prince, W. 
A. Ogg and E. Goddard.
Lands in the Upper Calliope Valley were first 
occupied by Charles James Clarke early in the 1850*s. 
Applications for licence of the lands known as Alma, 
Maxwelton, and The Roots were made to the N.S.W. 
Government in 1857. They were however not granted 
until 1861, after the Separation of Queensland.
Early applicants for land were Charles James Clarke 
and his partner, Dugald Graham. The lands 
originally grazed sheep and the wool was shipped out 
from Gladstone. However, the introduction of 
speargrass to the country and its taking over the 
pastures soon ended the sheep raising and cattle 
took their place. In 1865, the runs passed from
Clarke to Dugald Graham and to his son Lockwood 
Graham, and were known as Upper Calliope land and
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was held by Graham till 1877 when purchased by 
Thomson and managed by Rogers. During the 1860’s 
a property known as ‘Carrara' was passed from one 
member of the Graham family to another, ending the 
decade under the name of Eliza Mary Graham. It 
was resumed in 1875 and George Ferguson purchased 
it in 1879.
Under the new land laws of 1868 half of each run in 
the settled districts was resumed and the remainder 
consolidated - usually under the name of the head 
station. The lessee had the right to purchase a 
small area around the homestead. Thus Clarke's 
original ‘Alma*, ‘Maxwellton* and ‘Roots' became the 
‘Calliope' Run. Like others in the district, this also 
had a series of owners. In 1865 this advertisement 
appeared in the ‘Northern Argus’:
‘Cattle Station 
With 600 Head For Sale 
To Close a Partnership 
Calliope Rud
Consisting of FOUR BLOCKS of FIRST CLASS 
CATTLE COUNTRY, every inch of which is available 
for Stock, besides being abundantly watered, and 
having a frontage of twenty-three miles to the River 
Calliope, distant only THIRTY-FIVE Miles from the 
Port of Gladstone, and within a few miles of the 
present Port Curtis Gold-Fields, which draw a large 
proportion of their supplies from the neighbouring 
stations. There is a newly erected comfortable and 
substantial Dwelling, together with out-offices etc. 
upon the ground. As the Proprietor is selling to 
close a Partnership no reasonable offer will be 
rejected. Apply to the station to
D. Graham."
‘Alma' was transferred to Skelton & Kentish and 
‘Maxwellton' to J. Lockwood Graham and partners in 
1866.
Dugald Graham died at Wigton of Paralysis on the 
16th May, 1870. The following day he was buried 
beside a Gum Tree on the property he had purchased 
from P. Piggott in 1855 and sold to Prince, Ogg, and
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Goddard the year before his death. His gravestone 
bears the following inscription -
TO
THE MEMORY 
OF
D U G A L D  G R A H A M  
O f
SCOTLAND 
Who departed this life 
16th May, 1870 
AGED 68 YEARS.
On the 7th February, 1872, John Lockwood Graham 
married, in the Presbyterian Church, Gladstone, 
Georgina Eliza White. On this date, Lockwood's 
occupation is listed as squatter and his residence as 
‘Upper Calliope', Gladstone. Georgina, a resident of 
Gladstone, was born at New Ross, Wexford, Ireland 
on 12th November, 1851. She was the daughter of 
George and Julia Boyd (nee Banks) White. Witnesses 
at the wedding were George White and Charles 
Stewart Graham. Charles Stewart Graham, who was 
the Best Man, and John Lockwood Graham were no 
relation but they were close friends. In 1868, at 
Beaudesert, Charles Stewart Graham had married 
Georgina’s older sister, Sarah Joyce.
On 27th September, 1872, Mary Ann Graham died at 
'Carrara', Port Curtis, from natural decay. She was 
buried on 29th September at Gladstone Cemetery. 
Her gravestone bears the following inscription -
S A C R E D
To
The Memory of 
MARY ANNE
Daughter of Benjamin Lockwood 
And Widow of Dugald Graham 
Born 19th April, 1805 
Died September 27th, 1872 
Married in 1829 to 
Robert Manley 
and in 1838 to 
Dugald Graham
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On the 6th June, 1874 Julia Boyd White died of 
Bilious Fever at Gladstone, Port Curtis. She was 
buried on the 7th June at Gladstone Cemetery by a 
Church of England Clergyman. Julia Boyd was the 
daughter of William and Joyce (nee Batt) Banks and 
was born in Wexford, Ireland in 1819. The 
occupation of William Banks is listed as Gentleman. 
In 1844 in New Ross, County Wexford, Ireland, she 
married George Duckett White, the son of William 
and B. (nee Potter) Duckett White. George White 
was Clerk of Petty Sessions, Gladstone at this time. 
Julia Boyd White’s gravestone bears the following 
inscription -
In Affectionate Memory of 
Julia Boyd 
Wife of 
George White 
Who died 
6th June, 1874 
Aged 55 years.
John Lockwood Graham bought Ban Ban Station in 
the Burnett district in 1881 from St. John. However 
he then sold it in February, 1882 to Arthur Brown 
with between 5,000 and 6,000 head of cattle. The 
family lost money in Mount Morgan Mines and 
Walkers, Maryborough and eventually moved to a 
small property, ‘The Hermitage*, near Cranley, 
Toowoomba. Lockwood was an Inspector with the 
Darling Downs Rabbit Board and died at The 
hermitage on 2nd September, 1916 of heart disease. 
He was buried on the 3rd September, at the 
Toowoomba Cemetery.
‘The Hermitage’ homestead was moved into 
Toowoomba and Georgina Eliza Graham died at the 
new location at 369 Margaret Street, Toowoomba on 
the 13th April, 1931 of pneumonia. She was buried 
on the 14th April at Toowoomba Cemetery.
Lockwood and Georgina had seven children - 3 sons 
and 4 daughters.
The eldest was a son, Dugald Maxwell Lockwood who 
was born at Upper Calliope in 1873. Dugald was
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killed in action in the Dardanelles in May 1915 when 
leading a night attack on the enemy's trenches. One 
of the best athletes and cricketers in Toowoomba, he 
occupied the position of teller in the Toowoomba 
branch of the Union Bank and was later appointed 
to the position of manager of another branch. He 
served with the bank in Toowoomba, Brisbane, and 
Mackay between 1901 and 1911. In 1911 he bought a 
cane farm at Ayr in association with Ernest Eaglie 
Duckett White. Charles Erskine Maxwell Graham 
(son of Charles Stewart Graham), Florence Muriel 
Barnett (fiancee of Max Graham), Albert William 
Puckett White, and Emma (nee Henriques, 2nd wife 
of A. W. D. White) went to look at the property 
before Dugald bought it. Dugald was Best Man at 
the wedding of Max Graham and Muriel Barnett at 
Townsville on 24th June, 1912. In peace time Dugald 
was the commandant of the 27th Queensland Light 
Horse and did well in the South African War, 
serving in the Transvaal, Orange River Colony, and 
Cape Colony, where he received the Queen's Medal 
with four clasps. Immediately on the outbreak of 
the hostilities in August, 1914, he abandoned his 
sugar farm and offered his services for the front. 
He was one of the foundation members of the Ayr 
Light Horse and overseas was in charge of C. 
Squadron, 2nd Light Horse, A.I.F. Dugald was killed 
on the 14th May, 1915 and is buried in Popes Hill 
Cemetery, Row A, Grave 30. The nearest port is 
Chanak.
Beryl Lockwood was born in 1875. She married a 
Bank Manager, Monty Pasco, and they lived in 
Toowoomba. They had one son Crawford, who was 
brain damaged at birth. Their daughter Ruth, a 
talented pianist, married A. C. Townsend who was at 
the Natural History Museum in London. Beryl died 
on the 27th June, 1957.
Keith Lockwood was born in 1879. He never 
married. He was with the Bank of New South Wales 
and came to Murgon on the 8th June, 1909 as the 
first permanent Manager of that Branch of the Bank. 
He was transferred to Murgon from a Townsville 
Branch. He died as a result of being shot by bank 
robbers during a hold up of the Eumundi? Bank in 
1930?
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Olive Lockwood was born in 1882. She married 
Andrew Crombie and they had a sheep property 
during the 1920's at Hughenden? which was beset by 
drought and poor prices. They then had a General 
Store at Corfield before moving to Toowoomba to 
live in MacKenzie Street. They had no children. 
Eunice Lockwood was born on 21st November, 1884. 
She married Tom Munro on 24th December, 1913 and 
they lived at Curzon Street, Toowoomba. They 
moved to Brisbane in the early 1930's and lived at 
the corner of Kitchener Road and Mayfield Street, 
Ascot. They had four children - John Graham who 
married Judith Everingham; Lockwood Graham who 
died as a result of a car accident near Toowoomba in 
1948; Elizabeth Graham who married William Butler; 
and Dugald Graham who married Judith Glasgow. 
Eunice died on 17th August, 1966. 
Colin Lockwood was born in 1887. He was a farmer 
and inspector with the Rabbit Board. He never 
married and helped to keep his parents. He lived at 
369 Margaret Street, Toowoomba and died there on 
the 9th August, 1971. 
Joyce Lockwood was born in 1889. She married 
Richard W. Crombie. They also lived at Margaret 
Street and had no children. Joyce died on 19th 
April, 1966."60 
The fifth child of G. White and Julia was Langrish Henry 
(b.21.11.1854), known as Harry. He married Annie Robertson in 
Brisbane61 and there was one child, Hilda Nance White (b. 
13.11.1887).62 Langrish lived all, or nearly all, of his life in 
Rockhampton and was buried in that city's cemetery on 20th 
March 1928.68 Annie pre-deceased him, having been buried in 
that cemetery on 8th June 1893.64 
After Annie's death Harry married Jane Louisa Cummins on 15th 
April,1901" who died on 23 June, 1928 in Rockhampton.'6 
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A PP EN D IX  A
W .D . W H IT E  FA M IL Y  TREE 
AS A T  1 - 9 - 9 0
11807-18931 WILLIAM DUCKETT WHITE 
M.1834 11812-18871 JANE SIMPSON
| -  11837-18841 ERNEST WHITE 
M.1871 ANNA MARIA BARKER
-  11838-18411 EMILY WHITE
-  11040-19221 HELENA WHITE --------------------------
M.1876 I -18761 GRAHAM DOUGLAS MYLNE
-  11843-18441 EMILY WHITE
L -  (1847-19141 ALBERT DUCKETT WHITE - 
M.1111876 11856-18971 FANNY LORD 
M.I2I190C EMMA HENRICUES INO ISSUEI
r  118721 UNNAMED CHILD. I0IED IN INFANCYI
11873-19511 ANNIE ERNESTINE WHITE 
M.1893 11854-19221 FREDERICK ELTON
r -  11895-19721 FREDERICK ERNEST BAYARD ELTON
M.I111914 OOROTHY GREET (DIVORCED) --------
M.I211925 VERA IDA GOLDIE INO ISSUEI 
(DIVORCED 19321
M.I311939 KATHERINE MARY HACKETT ---------
-  11897-19881 MURIEL AGNES ELTON 
M.I111921 EDWIN DARLING 
(DIVORCED 19341
M.I211935 CHARLES LENNOX GILBERT
-  (1902-19431 CYNTHIA ERNESTINE ELTON 
M.I1I JOHN TUCKETT (DIED 19231
M.I211933 ANDREW BENNETT
1917 DAPHNE ELTON ------------------------
M. DEREK SANDERSON
1920 STEPHANIE ELTON -------------------
M. JAMES HUNGERFORD MORGAN 
1940 JOHN ARTHUR BAYARD ELTON 
M.1971 JENNIFER THOMSON
MURIEL DARLING 
(DIED YOUNGI
JACK ELTON TUCKETT 
(KILLED IN ACTION 19421 
1935 TIMOTHY BENNETT
1939 FELICIA MARJORIE BENNETT 
M.1962 DAVID YOUNGER WILLIAMS
1939 PAUL BENNETT
CHILDREN
CHILDREN
1972 JAMES EDMUND BAYARD ELTON
1976 KATHERINE ELIZABETH ELTON
1977 JULIET ELIZABETH ELTON
1949 GENEVRA FIONA PENELOPE VICTORIA (JENNYI CAWS— 1987 POLLY JOANNA SARAH CURTIS 
M.1985 JAMES CURTIS
1950 EIAN RICHARD EDWIN CAWS ---------------------------------- p  1984 EDWIN ROBERT BYRON CAWS
M.1982 ROSEMARY KINGSTON L  1987 FREDERICK EIAN SHERARO CAWS
1952 ANDREW MAXWELL BYRON CAWS IDIED IN INFANCYI
1953 ALEXANDRA MARY DARLING CAWS 
1960 ANTHEA DEIORE ROSE MARY PAGE 
M.1983 BRUCE HOWARD
1962 CAROLINE SHEILA PAGE 
M.1990 STEPHEN WILSON 
1964 KATHLEEN PAGE 
M.1989 GARY WALLER
1965 HUGO WILLIAMS 
1967 CHARLES WILLIAMS 
1978 EDWARD WILLIAMS
L  11904-19781 CEDRIC EDWARD BAYARD ELTON 
M.1928 BARBARA MARY PURROTT
r -  1907 ALEXANDER WILLIAM DUCKETT WHITE
M.1936 FRANCES MARY HILL
-  11876-19521 WILLIAM DUCKETT WHITE -------
M.1906 GRACE ROBINA IOTTOI MACDONALD 11909-19861 ALLAN ERNEST DUCKETT WHITE 
M.1935 DORIS MORISSET NICHOLSON
L  11910- I GRACE DUCKETT WHITE 
M.1940 NIGEL ROSS McCONNEL
—  1930 NICHOLAS ELTON ----------------------------
M.1960 EILEEN OOROTHY PREECE
| -  1936 DIANA MARY OUCKETT WHITE —  
M.1960 CHARLES ARNOLD
-  1941 ANN ROBINA DUCKETT WHITE -------
■ M.1963 PETER GEOFFREY BUCKNELL
-  1944 JUDY FRANCES OUCKETT WHITE - 
M.1969 DOUGLAS BRUCE MACARTHUR
-  1954 ROBINA SUSAN DUCKETT WHITE -  
M.1976 AUSTIN LOUIS KELLY
i -  1936 PETER NICHOLSON DUCKETT WHITE 
M.1960 SHIRLEY ESTELLE MACE
-  1939 MICHAEL WILLIAM OUCKETT WHITE 
M.1970 MARGARET JEAN BRODERICK
I -  1941 JOHN ERNEST DUCKETT WHITE 
M.1964 MARY ANN MORRISON 
IDIVORCED 19901
■ p 1961 NICOLA JANE ELTON 
L  1966 PATRICK EDWARD BAYARD ELTON 
- p  <961 ANN LOUISE MARY ARNOLD
-  1963 DAVID CHARLES ALEXANDER ARNOLD
-  1969 IAN DOUGHTY ARNOLD
Y  1965 GEOFFREY JOHN BUCKNELL 
j -  1967 BELINDA ANN BUCKNELL 
L -  1969 SALLY FRANCES BUCKNELL
y  1973 OUGALD ALEXANDER SCOTT MACARTHUR 
L  1975 HAMISH BRUCE WILLIAM MACARTHUR
Y  1979 GERVAISE ALEXANDER KELLY 
L  1983 j u s t in  m c in t y r e  k e lly  
■p  1963 KYLIE ANN WHITE
L  1965 NIGEL WILLIAM DUCKETT WHITE 
- p  1973 JUSTIN BRODERICK DUCKETT WHITE
-  1974 DOMINIC BRODERICK OUCKETT WHITE IDIED IN INFANCYI
-  1975 SOPHIA BRODERICK DUCKETT WHITE
-  1978 ALEXANDER BRODERICK OUCKETT WHITE
Y  '965  SEAN THOMAS DUCKETT WHITE
-  1970 MARK WILLIAM DUCKETT WHITE
-  1971 ROBIN BRUCE DUCKETT WHITE ITWINI
-  1971 ELIZABETH MEGAN DUCKETT WHITE ITWINI
1941 ALEXANDER ROSS McCONNEL 
M.1980 PRUDENCE ANNE PERSSE 
IDIED 19851 INO ISSUEI
r  11908-19251 ERNEST EAGLIE GORDON WHITE
-  11909-19161 SADIE EAGLIE WHITE
> -  11878-19351 ERNEST EAGLESFIELD WHITE —  
M.1906 11878-19381 EVA DOREEN TRENERRY
-  11912-19881 IAN EAGLIE WHITE 
M.1943 NATALIE BRAILLARD
p  1944 LYNETTE WHITE -------------
M.1967 DAVID HOWARD
-  1946-1952 DAVID WHITE
-  1950 CATHERINE WHITE --------
M.1971 RON WILOSCHUT
'  -  1953 MARK EAGLIE WHITE —  
M.1978 SUE FLOYD
-  1955 JUSTIN GOULBURN WHITE
■ p 1971 ADAM HOWARD 
L  1975 KIMBERLY HOWARD
- p  1972 JODI WILDSCHUT 
L  1974 KYM WILDSCHUT 
- p  1981 BENJAMIN WHITE
-  1983 KRISTEN WHITE
-  1986 LAUREN WHITE
L -  11915- I ADRIAN EAGLIE WHITE 
M.1939 MARIE BRAILLARD
p  1940 ANTHONY WHITE ---------------
M.1970 SHELAGH
-  1942 GAIL WHITE ------------------------
- M.1972 DARRYL OAVIS-SMITH
-  1944 RICHARD WHITE -----------------
M.1967 JUNE ROSE
-  1946 VICKI WHITE -----------------------
M.1969 JOHN FREELAND AYLIFFE
- p  1974 BRENDAN WHITE 
L  1978 OEVON SEAN WHITE 
- p  1974 ROGER OAVIS-SMITH 
L  1975 CRAIG DAVIS-SMITH 
- i -  1970 SUSAN WHITE 
L  1975 BRADLEY WHITE
E 1971 VIRGINIA AYLIFFE 1973 HILLARY AYLIFFE 1976 MELANIE AYLIFFE
p  1916 MARGARET EILEEN ANDERSON -------
M.1944 RONALD HULL
-  1917 OUNCAN ALEXANDER ANDERSON —  
M.1954 BERYL FRANCIS MANN
p  11889-19751 NINA EILEEN OGILVIE ----------------------------------------
M.1915 11885-19591 COLIN ALEXANDER ANDERSON -  1918 BEATRICE ANNE IBETTYI ANDERSON •
M.I11 1937 PATRICK LANG 
M.I2I KINGSLEY CROUCH 
M.I3I MAC FALKINER
-  1923 GAVIN OGILVIE ANDERSON ---------------
M.I1I1954 MOLLY COVENTRY
M.I211981 BEVERLY McKELLAR INO ISSUEI
L -  1925 ROBERT WILLIAM ANOERSON ---------
M.1955 FRANCIS HORTON BROWNE
P 11862-19171 ANNE MYLNE 
IUNMARRIEDI
p  1925 GRISELOA MARY OGILVIE -  
M.1953 OUNCAN RONALD CARSON
-  1926 ANNE DOROTHY OGILVIE 
M.1952 PETER CARTER
-  11891-19701 EDWARD DOUGLAS OGILVIE --------------
M.1924 11904-19671 DOROTHY GYTHA MICKLEM
1930-1932 JOHN OAVIO LEONARD OGILVIE
-  11864-19511 ETHEL MAUD MYLNE -  
M.1888 WILLIAM FREDERICK OGILVIE
-  11892-19441 HELENA MAUD OGILVIE --------
M 1918 ERNEST EDWARD OUCKETT WHITE 
- 1 1 8 9 5 -  I ETHEL BEATRICE OGILVIE
-  1932 JUDITH GYTHA OGILVIE -----------------------------
M.1958 CHRISTOPHER WALLACE
-  1936 GILLIAN CAROLINE OGILVIE ------------------------
M.1961 DAViO DREY
-  1937 ELIZABETH CATHERINE OGILVIE ----------------
M.1965 MICHAEL POCOCK
-  1946 VICTORIA DOUGLAS OGILVIE ---------------------
M.1974 MALCOLM CASS McCALLUM
-  1949 OCTAVIA IDIED AT BIRTHI
—  1920 SYLVIA DUCKETT WHITE -----------------------
M.1941 GEORGE WYNDHAM BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
¡UNMARRIED)
-  11902- I FLORINDA KATHARINE OGILVIE 
IUNMARRIEDI
-  11903-19861 JOHN MYLNE OGILVIE --------------
M.1935 BERYL McRAE
p  11911- I GRAHAM JASPER MYLNE 
M.1936 11912-19861ISABELL HALLIDAY
Y  1938 BRIDGET OGILVIE
-  1939 MARY ALISON OGILVIE —  
M. JOHN CUPPAIDGE
-  1943 WILLIAM LOUDOUN OGILVIE 
M. FIONA YEOMAN
p  1938 GRAHAM EDWARD MYLNE 
M.1963 GAI BARRACLOUGH
L .  1947 NINA MYLNE --------
M.1969 DAVIO CHAMPION
-  11866-19581 GRAHAM ERNEST MYLNE
M.1910 11866-19671 KATHLEEN ANASTASIA NICHOLS
11912- I SHEILA ANNE MYLNE --------------------
M.1940 11912-19821 JAMES ALAN SUTHERLAND
P 1942 HAMISH ALISTAIR MYLNE SUTHERLAND 
■ M.1977 ILONA VON BEOKONYL
-  1947 ISABEL MARY SUTHERLAND -----------------
M. KENYON P. CASTLE
p  1939 JAMES WANSEY ------------------------------------
M.1961 MARY DODD
-  11915- I AGNES HELENA MYLNE 
M.1938 (1910-19791 JAMES WANSEY
-  11917- I MARGARET LILIAN MYLNE 
M.1946 11910- I GEOFFREY GALWEY
L -  1941 JULIA WANSEY ---------------
M.1970 JOHN SMART
p  1946 CLARE GALWEY --------------
M.1973 RICHARD EDWAROS
-  1948 CAMILLA GALWEY -------
M.1973 ANTHONY GOW-GATES
L  1950 ANDREW GALWEY
M.1973 ALEX MACDGNALD
-  11867-1868) ALGERNON MYLNE 
IDIED AGED 5 MONTHSI
-  11889-19431 THOMAS HERBERT MYLNE 
IUNMARRIEDI
-  11871-19461 HELENA MYLNE 
IUNMARRIEDI
-  11919-19871 ALASTAIR DOUGLAS MYLNE 
M.1947 11922- I MARGARET PAULL
p  1948 ALASTAIR THOMAS MYLNE 
M.1978 MARY BARRETT
-  1949 PATRICA ANN MYLNE —  
M.1971 DONALD GARDENER
-  1950 JAMES ALAN MYLNE ------
M.1973 ALISON BOLTON
L -  11873-19461 NINA BEATRICE MYLNE 
IUNMARRIEDI
I -  1951 TIMOTHY ERNEST MYLNE 
M.1973 LEE LEMON
L .  11922- KATHLEEN RUTH MYLNE 
M.1946 11917-19871 PETER PAULL
P 1947 SALLY ROSE PAULL -----------
M.1970 EDWARD WRIGHT
-  1948 PRUDENCE ELEANOR PAULL 
M.1970 JONATHON GRAHAM
" -  1951 CHRISTINA KATHLEEN PAULL 
M.1979 WALTER MERRIMAN
-  1963 JANE OLIVIA PAULL ----------
M 1988 ROBERT GRIEVE
-  1962 NICOLA MARGOT PAULL
p  I19C8- I MORRIS CUCKETT MILLS --------
M.1940 ZELDA ANNE STEWART GATENBY
p  11877-19731 MAUC JANE ELSIE WHITE 
M.19C7 11877-19631 CHARLES MILLS -  11912- I ERNEST DUCKETT MILLS -  
M.1944 DIANA MARGARET WGLFHAGEN
L .  119(3- I ELIZABETH OUCKETT MILLS 
M.1941 JOHN ALAN DUMARESQ
-  11879-19651 ERNEST EDWARD DUCKETT WHITE --------------------- (192C- I SYLVIA CUCKETT WHITE
M.1918 11892-19441 HELENA MAUC CGILVIE M.1941 GEORGE WYNDHAM NELSON
BASSINGTH WAIGHTE
p  1942 JENNIFER ANNE MILLS -------------------
M.1966 PETER HANLON IDIVORCED 19861
-  1943 DIANA STEWART MILLS ----------------
M.1968 RODERICK THIRKELL-JOHNSTON
-  1946 JOHN DUCKETT MILLS ------------------------
M.1973 ANNE MARIE WELLSFORD
-  1949 GEORGE DUCKETT MILLS ---------------------
M.1975 MAREE GARTH
p  1945 OUNCAN CHARLES MILLS ------------------
M.1969 JUDITH WHITLEY
-  1947 ERNEST HEW MILLS ------------------------
M.1978 SOPHIE LAMBERT INEE BOWDENI
- -  1951 KATRINA HELEN MILLS --------------------
M.1979 PIERS ALLBRCOK
-  1952 MIRANDA JANE MILLS
-  1957 HENRIETTA MARY MILLS ------------------
M.1980 ANDREW NORRIS
P 1943 FRANCES OUCKETT DUMARESQ
-  1945 MARTIN JOHN OUMARESQ ----------------
M.1974 SUSAN WATSON
-  1947 DELIA JANE DUMARESQ 
M.I1I1978 MARTIN LEIGH IDIVORCEDI
M.I2I RAMAMINGHAM SUGUNASABESAN —
-  OAVID CHARLES OUMARESQ
M.I111973 JACKIE FFRENCH -----------------------
M.I211988 CATHIE O'SULLIVAN
p  1942 GEORGINA BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
-  1945 ERNEST GEORGE BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
M.197C RCBIN BROUGHTON
-  1948 EOGAR BRODIE BASSINGTHWAIGHTE - 
M.1972 LYNOAL ANNE HASSETT
-  1952 DIANA MAUD BASSINGTHWAIGHTE —  
M.1976 DUNCAN JAMES FERRIER
-  1955 WILLIAM NELSON BASSINGTHWAIGHTE 
M.1980 MARY MARSHALL
—  1944 KATHERINE DOUGLAS HULL----------------------------------------- r  1970 CLANCY MARGARET MOTTRAM
M.I111967 BRIAN MOTTRAM L -  1971 JOHN ALEXANDER JAMES MOTTRAM
M.I211981 RONALD BROWN ------------------------------------------------------  1983 CHRISTINA ELIZABETH BROWN
■ -  1956 JOHN DUNCAN ANDERSON ----------------------------------------p  JESSICA ANDERSON
M. JULIA ROBERTSON L -  ISONI
-  1958 JANE CORA ANDERSON IDIED 19701
—  1939 ANDREW LANG
1958 EVAN OGILVIE ANDERSON 
1961 SALLY LANGLEY ANDERSON
- p  1956 ROBERT ALEXANDER HORTON ANDERSON -------------------  1909 HENRY ALEXANDER HORTON ANDERSON
M.1988 JULIE ELIZABETH BURRELL
-  1957 JAMES EDWARD MCFARLAND ANDERSON ----------------p  WILLIAM JAMES ANDERSON
M.1982 BIETHE SCHELOE LARSON L  CAMILLA NINA ANDERSON
-  1960 CAROLINE ANDERSON 
Y  1364 JOHN DUNCAN CARSON
M.1988 SALLY ANNE WEBSTER
-  ROSEMARY KATHERINE CARSON ------------------------------------------- 1990 RACHAEL KATHERINE MANN
M.1983 IAN MANN
- p  1963 GEOFFREY DOUGLAS CARTER ------------------------------------- p  1988 ROSCOE EDWARD CARTER
M. KATRIONA SMYTH * -  1989 THOMAS DRUMMOND CARTER
-  1965 BELINDA ANNE CARTER --------------------------------------------- p  1983 ANNABEL JAN WISE
M.1981 STEPHEN WISE L  1985 INGRID ANNA WISE
-  1966 JAN ROBIN CARTER
- p  1969 SARAH GYTHA WALLACE ----------------------------------------------  1989 RORY NATHANIAL WATSON
M.1907 JOHN WATSON 
-  1961 NATHANIEL WALLACE 
- p  1962 EDWARD DAVID DREY 
L  1963 WILLIAM JAMES OREY 
y -  1966 PERIGRINE MICHAEL POCOCK 
L  1968 GEORGINA BARBARA PCCOCK 
—  1981 IAN OGILVIE McCALLUM
I SEE FURTHER UNDER 
E.E.D.WHITE 8EL0WI
- p  1972 JAMES TIMOTHY CUPPAIOGE 
L  1978 BRIDGET MOYA CUPPAIDGE 
■ p  1976 OLIVIA KATHRINE OGILVIE 
L  I960 DOMINIQUE ELIZABETH OGILVIE 
- p  1966 GRAHAM ANDREW MYLNE
-  1968 DAVID PAUL MYLNE
-  1971 NICOLA MYLNE
- p  1970 SIMON DAVIO CHAMPION
-  1973 JEREMY CLIVE CHAMPION
-  1977 ALASTAIR JASPER CHAMPION
Y  1974 CAMILLA JANE CASTLE 
L  1976 NICOLA KATE CASTLE
— -  1962 JAMES HUGO WANSEY ----------------------------------------------- p  1985 WILLIAM WANSEY
M.1983 CAROL LOVE L  1g87 ALEXANDRA REBECCA WANSEY
-  1964 KATHLEEN MARY WANSEY
-  1968 CLARE HELENA WANSEY
-  1970 EMMA LOUISE WANSEY 
- p  1971 GEORGINA MARY SMART 
L  1974 PHILLIPA RUTH SMART 
- p  1974 BEN EDWAROS
L -  1975 AMY EDWAROS 
- p  1975 KIRSTY GOW-GATES
-  1980 CHARLES GOW-GATES
-  1984 THOMAS GOW-GATES 
- p  1974 JOHN GALWEY
-  1975 JUSTIN GALWEY IDIED 1983I
-  1980 CHRISTOPHER RONALD GALWEY IDIED IN INFANCYI
-  1987 WILLIAM GALWEY
—  1978 MATTHEW JOHN MYLNE
Y  1976 ANTHONY DONALO GAROENER 
L  1978 SALLY KAYE GARDENER
- p  1979 PETER JAMES MYLNE
-  1981 LUCINDA MARGARET MYLNE
-  1985 GEORGE THOMAS MYLNE
-  1908 DEBORAH CHRISTIE MYLNE 
- p  1975 JOSHUA SCOTT MYLNE
-  1976 JENNA LEE MYLNE
-  1980 ALEXANDER DANIEL MYLNE
-  1981 SOPHIA JANE MYLNE
- -  1972 OLIVIA DELBRATT WRIGHT
-  1974 SIMON EDWARD WRIGHT
-  1976 ANGUS PETER WRIGHT 
- p  1975 TOBIN ALAN GRAHAM
L  1977 GERARD MONTROSE GRAHAM
Y  1383 PENELOPE KATE MERRIMAN
< -  1987 PRUDENCE ELIZABETH MERRIMAN
—  1990 SAMUEL ROBERT GRIEVE
—  1980 CATRIONA MARY HANLON
- p  1969 ANDREW THIRKELL-JOHNSTON
-  1971 IAN THIRKELL-JOHNSTON
-  1974 ANNA THIRKELL-JOHNSTON
-  1976 HUGH THIRKELL-JOHNSTON 
-T -  1976 CHARLES RUSSELL MILLS
-  1978 LOUISA MARY MILLS
-  1982 KATHRYN ANNE MILLS 
- p  1978 PHILIPPA ANNE MILLS
-  1979 THOMAS GARTH MILLS
-  1981 NICHOLAS GEORGE MILLS 
- p  1979 FIONA MILLS
L  1981 AUSTER MILLS 
- p  1979 ANATOLE MILLS 
< -  1981EMELIE MILLS 
Y  1378 SHOLTO ALLBROOK 
L  1980 LEILA ALLBROOK
■ p 1902 REBECCA HELEN NORRIS
-  1905 PHOEBE CLAIR NORRIS
-  1989 CHARLES NICHOLAS NORRIS
- p  FREYR DUMARESQ 
( -  ALEXIS OUMARESQ 
L  PIERS DUMARESQ
DOMINIQUE BINTHU DUMARESQ 
1982 EDWARD DUMARESQ
Y  1972 DWARO ERNEST BASSINGTHWAIGHTE 
L  1974 THGMAS GEGRGE BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
Y  1974 MICHAEL BRODIE BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
-  1977 BENJAMIN GERALD BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
-  1981 CHRISTOPHER GEGRGE BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
-  1983 ANDREW EOGAR BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
Y  1979 JAMES ANDREW FERRIER
-  1981 ANGUS DUNCAN FERRIER
-  1983 MARGOT SYLVIA FERRIER 
- p  1988 SAM BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
L  1990 ELIZABETH BASSINGTHWAIGHTE
L -  11882-19621 HAROLD ALBERT DUCKETT WHITE 
IBERTI
M.19C6 11881-19721 CONSTANCE MARY SMITH 
IDIVORCED 19131
NOTE:- THIS IS BASED ON THE BEST INFORMATION TO HAND AT 1 -9 -9 0 .
SOURCES:- THE SOURCES FOR THE EARLY GENERATIONS ARE SET OUT IN THE TEXT; 
WHILST THOSE FOR LATER ONES MAINLY COME FROM THE NUMEROUS FAMILIES
Cartog rapher P.J.Hendren
I19G7- I HAROLD DUCKETT WHITE 
M.1939 DAPHNE IRENE PARKER
1941 ROSEMARIE ALICE WHITE -----------
M.1967 HENRY NAPIER ARMSTRONG 
1943 PETER GEORGE DUCKETT WHITE
1970 BRUCE WILLIAM ARMSTRONG 
1974 ANTONIA KATHLEEN ARMSTRONG 
1978 MARK HAROLD NAPIER ARMSTRONG
11909-19421 WILLIAM VYNER OUCKETT WHITE 
IUNMARRIEDI
11911- I GEOFFREY DUCKETT WHITE
M.I111936 FEO CLINTON SPAROWE ------------
M.I211965 GERTRUDE MAY BYGROVE NASH 
(NEE VERSCHNERI INO ISSUEI
p  1938 ALEXANDER GEOFFREY DUCKETT WHITE 
M.1963 SARAH l"SALLY"l FAIRFAX
-  1939 GILLIAN DUCKETT WHITE IDIED 
IN INFANCYI
-  1940 HAROLD ANTHONY DUCKETT WHITE —  
M.1968 DOROTHY PAMELA REID
■ -  1947 GILLIAN DUCKETT WHITE ------------------------
M.I1I BRENDAN CHARLES MACQUARIE EGAN 
M.I2I MICHAEL STEPHEN MACKELCAN JOHNS
-  1949 PENELGPE DUCKETT WHITE -------------------
M.I1I JUSTIN PHILLIP JORDAN
■ p 1965 CHRISTOPHER DUCKETT WHITE
-  1966 ANNABEL FAIRFAX WHITE
-  1968 ANGUS DUCKETT WHITE
-  1969 JUSTIN DUCKETT WHITE 
Y  1970 ILONA DUCKETT WHITE
L  1973 VYNER RUPERT DUCKETT WHITE
-  INO ISSUEI
-  1984 SOPHIE LEONORA MACKELCAN JOHNS
p  1972 KATIE JORDAN 
- -  1973 ZOE JORCAN IDIED 19741
-  1975 SAM WILLIAM JORDAN
-  977 HAMISH ANTHONY JORDAN 
—  1982 ALICE CLEMENTINE PEELM.I2I JOHN RICHARD PEEL
APPENOIX 0
GEORGE WHITE FAMILY TREE 
IAS AT 1-9-901
r  11146-19011 SARAH JOYCE WHITE
11113-11791 GEORGE WHITE --------------------------
M 1145 11119-16741 JULIANNA BOYO BANKS
M.1662 11135-1113) CHARLES STEWART GRAHAM
11*47-19131 DUCKETT WHITE
M.166111656-19491 JEAN ANNE BAWOEN
INO ISSUE)
11649-19231 WILLIAM GEORGE WHITE 
M 1382 RACHEL MACDONALD
11651-19311 GEORGINA ELIZA WHITE ---------------
M 1872 11842-19161 JOHN LOCKWOOD GRAHAM
(1154-19281LANGRISH HENRY WHITE 
M (1854-1893) ANNIE ROBERTSON
-  I1670-1924) GEORGE CECIL GRAHAM
11164- IOAUGHTER IOIED IN INFANCY) 
11664-19351 ANNE JULIA GRAHAM IUNMARRIEOI
11868-19291 WILLIAM GORDON GRAHAM -----------
M.1896 CECILIA MATILDA MURPHY
M.1B12 11661-19591 ANNIE ELSIE WARREN 
11872-19561 CHARLES ERSKINE MAXWELL GRAHAM —  
M.1912 FLORENCE MURIEL SMALLMAN BARNETT
11675- 19691 MARY STEWART GRAHAM
M. MILNER STEPHEN
11676- 19591OULCIE SANOFORO GRAHAM IUNMARRIEDI 
11660-16631 MALCOLM STEWART GRAHAM 
(1662-19041LILLIAS MAIR GRAHAM IUNMARRIEDI
11683- I JULIA RACHEL WHITE IUNMARRIEDI
11866- I KATHLEEN WHITE IUNMARRIEOI
11689- I AILEEN WHITE IUNMARRIEDI
11891- I GRACE HOPE WHITE IUNMARRIEDI
SHEILA WHITE ----------------------------------------------------------------
M. KENNETH BARKER
11873-19161OUGALD MAXWELL LOCKWOOD GRAHAM IUNMARRIEDI 
11875-19571 BERYL LOCKWOOD GRAHAM ----------------------------------------
M.1111897 CHARLES RICHARO MILLS WOODWARD 
M.I2I M.G.C. IMONTYIPASCOE
11880-19301 KEITH LOCKWOOD GRAHAM IUNMARRIEDI 1*1 
11883- I OLIVE LOCKWOOD GRAHAM l** l 
M. ANDREW CROMBIE INO ISSUE!
11864-19661 EUNICE LOCKWOOD 6RAHAM 
M 1913 11883-19611 THOMAS MUNRO
-  11667-19711 COLIN LOCKWOOO GRAHAM IUNMARRIEDI
(1686-19661 JOYCE LOCKWOOD GRAHAM INO ISSUE) 
M. RICHARO W CROMBIE
11867- IHILOA NANCE WHITE
11900-19601 RODERICK GOROON 6RAHAM 
M 1936 ELIZABETH VYNER YOUNGMAN
11901-19781 LEITH GRAHAM IUNMARRIEOI
11918-19621 IAN WARREN GRAHAM ----------------------------
M.1942 RUTH ROUTLEY
11914- I BERYL MAXWELL GRAHAM IUNMARRIEOI
1937 GOROON YOUNGMAN GRAHAM ---------------
M.1973 KATERINA KUDIS
l -  1941 JONATHAN JAMES Y0UN6MAN GRAHAM 
M.1970 PRUOENCE PAULL I* ** !
1946 ANDREW WARREN GRAHAM ---------------
M.1971 ANNE FIVEASH
T
~ T
WILLIAM BARKER 
JACK BARKER
CRAWFORD WOODWARD 
I -19891 RUTH EMMERSTON WOODWARD 
M. ALEXANDER C. TOWNSEND
11914- I JOHN GRAHAM MUNRO 
M.1947 JUDITH EVERINGHAM
11917-19481 LOCKWOOD GRAHAM MUNRO 
11921- I ELIZABETH 6RAHAM MUNRO 
M.1946 WILLIAM BUTLER
11925- IOUGALO GRAHAM 
M.1964 JUDITH GLASGOW
1950 ROBERT LOCKWOOO GRAHAM MUNRO 
M.1974 WENDY FRASER
L .  1951 JUDITH JANE GRAHAM
1
1950 LOCKWOOO GRAHAM BUTLER 
BERTRAM GRAHAM BUTLER
■ WILLIAM ROYSTON BUTLER -----------
M 1994 JENNIFER ESTHER PAVITT
1974 NATALIE RUTH GRAHAM
1975 ROOERICK CHARLES GRAHAM 
1977 BENJAMIN GRAHAM
1975 TGB1N ALAN GRAHAM
1977 GERARD MONTROSE GRAHAM
1976 KATHERINE JILL GRAHAM 
1962 KELWYN JOHN GRAHAM
1979 ANNABELLE GRAHAM MUNRO 
1911 SALLY GRAHAM MUNRO 
1914 FRASER GRAHAM MUNRO
1965 ALEXANDER GREGORY BUTLER 
1911 ANTHONY WILLIAM BUTLER
NOTES: i n  NOT LISTEO IN THE QUEENSLAND BIRTH MOEX 1160-1899
2. r * l  JOYCE ANO OLIVE MARRIED CROMBIE BROTHERS 
3.1***1 PRUOENCE PAULL IS ALSO A OECENOANT OF WILLIAM DUCKETT WHITE 
4. AS IS APPARENT. CONSIDERABLE FURTHER RESEARCH OF THE DESCENDANTS OF 
GEORGE WHITE IS NEEOEO.
SOURCES: 1. MR. ANDREW W. GRAHAM LETTERS OF 04.03.90 
AND 01.06.90 BASED ON HIS EXTENSIVE RESEARCH 
OF THE DECE40ANTS OF GEORGE WHITE.
2. DRAFT FAMILY TREE BY MISS BERYL GRAHAM 
DATED 07.C2 88.
3. LETTER FRÎM MRS. MARY RALSTON DATED 24.04.19 
RE JEAN ANNE HINDMARSH.
4. COPY OF MANUSCRIPT HEADEO "RE6ISTER OF 
BIRTHS" SHOWING ISSUE AND DESCENDANTS CF 
GEORGE WHITE AND JULIANA BOYO BANKS FROM MRS. 
DCRIS GRAY-WCCDS BY LETTER UNDATED BUT SENT 
JUNE 1989, HER CONVERSATIONS IN APRIL 1990 ANO 
HER LETTER DATED 01.05.90.
6. LETTERS FROM MRS. PRUE GRAHAM DATEO 02.04.90 
ANO 20.04.90 RE OECENOANTS OF SARAH JOYCE GRAHAM 
INEE WHITEI
6 MR DUG A LD G. MUNRO LETTER DATEO 16.04.90 
RE OECENOANTS OF GEORGINA ELIZA WHITE.
7. MATERIAL FROM OTHER DESCENDANTS.
Cartographer P.J Hendren
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Entríes for names in the genealogical tables 
published in Appendices A and B are indicated 
by the letters A or B
A
Abbott, Mrs, 127 
Abbott, Huldah, 69
Abbott, Lydia Jane see Robinson, Lydia Jane 
Abbott, Thomas, 69
Aboriginal languages see Australian languages 
Aborigines, 39, 145-4 150 186, 191, 244
see also under the names of particular Aborigines and 
Aboriginal people 
Adelaide, 47
Agricultural reserves, 93, 96,104
Agriculture, 1, 20. 25, 29-30, 101, 105, 114-15, 117-19,
122-4, 140-L 178
see also Land settlement 
Ah Sing, 180, 186 
Aikman, 41-2, 44, 51
Albert River district (Queensland), 59,114,120, 129,146,
148, 152-3, 155, 165, 242, 244
Albert Street (Beaudesert), 146
Aldredbyl, Caroline von, baroness, 169
Alfred, duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha (1844-1900), 110
All Saints Church of England, Woollahra (Sydney), 207
All Souls School (Charters Towers), 204
Allbrook, Katrina Helen, A
Allbrook, Piers, A
Allcbin, 210
Allen, Johnny, 146
Allingham, Christopher, 194
Allingham, John, 194
Alloway, Hannah see Duckett, Hannah
Alloway, William, 15
Alma (station), 245-6
Ambon Island (Indonesia), 209-10
Ambrim Island (Vanuatu), 106
Amby Downs (station), 98, 213, 215, 218
American Civil War, 1861-1865, 113
Anderson, Beatrice, A
Anderson, Colin Alexander, A
Anderson, Duncan, A
Anderson, Gavin, A
Anderson, Margaret, A
Anderson, Nina Eileen, A
Anderson, Robert, A
Anglican see Church of England
Anglis, Sir William, 192-3
Anglo-Irish ascendancy see English in Ireland
Anna Street (Beaudesert), 147
Apee Island Vanuatu), 106
Apricots, 176
Archer, David, 41-2, 44, 51
Archer, Thomas, 44, 55
Ardnahue (residence), Ardnashire, 8, 14-15
Argus (Melbourne), 126-7
Armstrong, Antonia Kathleen, A
Armstrong, Bruce William, A
Armstrong, Henry Napier, A
Armstrong, Mark Harold Napier, A
Armstrong, Rosemarie Alice Duckett, A
Arnold, Ann Louise Maty, A
Arnold, Charles, A
Arnold, David Charles Alexander, A
Arnold, Dianna Mary, A
Arnold, Ian Doughty, A
Arrowroot, 114
Arthur Street (Beaudesert), 146 
Ascot (Brisbane), 250 
Atherton, C B, 51 
Atkinson, E C, 42 
Auckland (New Zealand), 233
Australia, 2-7, 24, 45, 69, 92, 126, 146, 149-50, 206, 212-13, 
217, 226, 231-2
Australia Anny Battalion 2/21st, 210 
Australia Army 2nd Lighthorse Brigade, 208, 241, 249 
Australia Royal Australian Air Force, 206-10 
Australia Royal Australian Navy, 168
Australian Club (Sydney), 45
Australian Joint Stock Bank, 83, 86,119
Australian languages, 39, 133
Australian Steam Navigation Company, 93, 95
Ayliffe, Hillary, A
Ayliffe, John Freeland, A
Ayliffe, Melanie, A
Ayliffe, Vicki, A
Ayliffe, Virginia, A
Ayr (Queensland), 248-9
B
Balaclava (Russia), 216
Balfour, John, 41-2, 44, 89
Balfour, R, 41-2, 44
Ballum see Allen, Johnny
Ballyhade (Ireland), 16
Ballyhew (station), 245
Ballyhockett Cross (Ireland), 16
Ballynauty (Ireland), 9
Bally nee ty (Ireland), 9-10
Balmer, Stan, 145
Ban Ban (station), 193-4, 201, 248
Bank of Australasia, 74-5, 78, 80, 84, 87, 94, 98-9, 102, 123,
129, 152, 158, 200-1, 211, 220
Bank of New South Wales, 58, 61-2, 83, 237, 249
Bankruptcy, 98, 100-3, llfll 233-4
Banks, Benjamin, 238
Banks, Joyce, 231, 247
Banks, Julia Boyd see White, Julia Boyd
Banks, Langrisbe, 238
Banks, Louisa, 238
Banks, William, 231, 247
Banks and banking 1, 15, 84, 103, 166-7
see also under the name of particular banks 
Barker, Agnes see Cridland, Agnes 
Barker, Anna Maria see Mant, Anna Maria 
Barker, Auriel, 156
Barker, Eaglesfield Bradshaw, 143, 146, 156, 160,162-4, 219
Barker, Elizabeth, 156
Barter, Frederick, 156
Barker, Harry, 161, 167
Barker, Heather, B
Barker, J, 156
Barker, Jack, 240; B
Barker, Jenny, B
Barker, John, B
Barker, Kenneth, 239
Barker, Margaret, B
Barker, Maureen, B
Barker, Richard, 156
Barker, Ruby see White, Ruby
Barker, Sheila, 239; A
Barker, Shirley see Johnstone, Shirley
Barker, W H, 156
Barker, William [1], 41-2, 44, 89, 98, 112, 156, 159, 233
Barker, William 12], 240; A
Barker family, 44
Barnett, Florence Amelia, 236
Barnett, Florence Muriel see Graham, Florence Muriel
Barnett, John V S, 236
Barraclough, Gai see Mylne, Gai
Barrett, Mary see Mylne, Mary
Barrow River see Nerang River (Queensland)
Bartley, Nebemiah, 83-4, 172 
Basalt River (Queensland), 202, 204 
Bassingthwaighte, Andrew Edgar, A 
Bassingthwaighte, Benjamin Gerald, A 
Bassingthwaighte, Christopher George, A 
Bassingthwaighte, Diana Maud see Ferner, Diana Maud 
Bassingthwaighte, Edgar Brodie 206-7, 230; A 
Bassingthwaighte, Edward Ernest, A 
Bassingthwaighte, Ernest George, 206; A 
Bassingthwaighte, George Wyndham Nelson, 206; A 
Bassingthwaighte, Georgina, A 
Bassingthwaighte, Lyndal Anne, A
252
Bauingtbwaighte, Mary, A  
Bauingthwaigbte, Michael Brodie, A  
Bauingtbwaighte, Robin, A 
Bauingthwaigbte, Sylvia Duckett, 204, 206-7; A  
Bauingtbwaighte, Thomas George, A 
Bauingtbwaighte, William, 206; A  
Bauingthwaigbte, William Nelion, A  
Bathurat (New South Wales), 32 
Batt, Joyce w e Banka, Joyce 
Battersby, Fanny, 4 
Battersby, Mary, 4
Bawden, Jean A nne aee White, Jean Anne 
Bawden, ‘Myrel’, 237 
Bawden, Thomas, 237 
Bayeux tapestry, 22 
Bayley, Henry, 32
Beaudesert (Queensland), 32, 75, 112-13, 146-8, 235 
banka, 145 
dubs
Beaudeaert Bowling Club, 144-5 
Returned Services League, 147 
convents, 145-6 
firms
Beaudeaert Cooperative B utter Factory, 145-6 
Beaudeaert creamery, 145 
H oleate’s store, 146
While and W atson's stock and station agency, 238 
history, 143-4 
newspapers, 34 
railway, 144 
residences, 238-9 
schools, 147 
streets
Albert Street, 146 
A nna Street, 147 
A rthur Street, 146 
Boo nah Roed, 146 
Brisbane S treet, 141 
Bromelton Street, 142 
Collins Street, 146 
Duckett Street, 147 
Eaglesfield Street, 146 
H art Street, 147 
Helena Street, 147 
Hopkins Street, 144 
Jane Street, 146 
Kerry Road, 141 
M ount Lindsay Highway, 141 
Tina Street, 147 
Tubber Street, 146 
William Street, 147
Beaudeaert (station), 3,13, 24, 31-6, 39, 54, 57, 61, 64, 83,
89, 94, 102, 121, 137, 143, 148-9, 17R 189-90, 212-13, 218, 
231-2, 234, 239-40, 247
area, 32-3,42,45,106.116-17,119,122,124-5,238 
dimatic conditions, 73-6,79,95,100,103,106,11R 
123,145
homestead, 35,52,59,66,80,85-7,93,108,115-16,
122.141- 6
labour, 55,57,596R 62,64,67-8,71,74,81,97,105,
156,174,190
see also under the names of particular employees 
location. 59,130
occupants, 32-6,41-4,49-53,66-7,76,104,106-7,
109-1R 118,123-4,129,141-6
see also under the names of particular occupants
origin of name, 32,34-5
sale, 57,66-7,768,87,93-4,96,96-9,103,115,117,
119.121.123.125.141- 3,146
stock, 42,5R 61,66,7R 74,768,8R 85,87,93-4,
97-9,102-3,105,106,11R118-19,121-2,145,159, 
189,203-4,224,238
subdivision, 62 ,65 ,867,94 ,967,10L104-7,109,
111, 115-19,121-5,141-3,145-6,190 
see also Land settlement
Beaudesert (North Queensland) (station), 203, 211, 224
Beaudesert Cooperative Butter Factory, 145
Beaudeaert creamery, 145
Beaudesert district, 36, 144, 211, 238-40
Beaudesert Historical Sodely, 46
Beaudesert Park (residence), 35
Beaudesert Times, 34
Bee culture, 176
Beechgrove (Ireland), 23
Beenleigb (Queensland), 33, 136 
Beersheeba (Palestine), 208 
Bell, Sir Joshua Peter, 100 
Bellevue Hotel (Brisbane), 1667 
Belltrees (station), 9,157 
Bennett, Andrew, 169; A 
Bennett, Cedric, 169 
Bennett, Cynthia Ernestine, 169; A 
Bennett, Felicia sec Williams, Felicia 
Bennett, Nicholas Elton, 169; A 
Bennett, Paul, A 
Bennett, Timothy, A
Beokonyl, Ilona von tee Sutherland, Ilona
Besborough (Ireland), 23
Bibbenluke (station), 48-9
Bigge, F W, 41-2, 44, 5 L 89
Bigge, Frances Edward, 41-2, 44, 51,89
Bird Bush (station), 193-4, 200-1
Bimam Range (Queensland), 152
Black, John, 51,155
Black diamond (ship), 114
Black friar (ship), 65
Black Rock Castle (residence), 12
Bland, Riven Henry, 195-6
Blue Mountains (New South Wales), 34
Bluff Downs (station), 3. 178, 185,187,189, 207, 217, 224,
226, 236
area 193,199,204
consolidation, 193-203
tee alto under the names of particular runs
climatic conditions, 2065
homestead, 204
labour, 191-2,239
location, 19R 193,201-2,204
occupants, 190-3,218,224
tee also under the names o f particular occupants 
tale, 191-9
stock, 193,203-5,238 
Boake, Hannah, 15 
Boake, Thoma, 15 
Boake Field (residence), 15
Boer War, 1899-1902 see South African War, 1899-1902 
Boiling down works, 57, 62, 67, 76, 81. 87,93, 214 
see also Tallow
Bolton, Alison see Mylne, Alison
Bondi (Sydney), 207
Bonner, Neville, 146
Boomerang (ship), 244
Boomerangs, 39
Boonah (Queensland), 147
Boonah Road (Beaudesert), 142
Booubyjan (station), 149
Border police (New South Wales), 40
Boulia (Queensland), 224
Bowen (Queensland), 90
Bowen, Diamantina, Lady, 82, 90, 216
Bowen, Sir George, 82-3, 87-8, 90-1,170-1, 215-16
Boyd, Benjamin, 34, 36. 45-6, 48, 52,56, 69, 72
Boyd, Robert Alexander, 143
Boyd, William Sprott, 34, 36, 4852, 61
Bradway. Mim, 127
Braillard, Marie see White, Marie
Braillard, Natalie see White, Natalie
Braithwaite, 173
Bramaton, John, 84,171, 213
Brayford, Thomas, 144
Brazil, 126
Brisbane, 33, 55, 58, 60-1, 63, 68, 71, 765, 82-6, 90, 92-5, 
99-100,104,107-9, 111, 113-15,117,119-21,123-4, 127, 136, 
147,164,166-7,172, 182, 188, 212, 218, 225, 229, 233, 235, 
237, 244, 24R 250
see also Moreteo Bay
aged persons homes, 224,230
banks
Australian Joint Stock Bank, 83, 86, 119 
Bank o f Australasia, 94, 98-9, 102, 123, 129, 211 
Bank o f New South Wales, 58, 61-2, 83 
Queensland National Bank, 235 
Union Bank of Australia, 78, 81,122-3 
cemeteries, 1 ,16R 162,16R 235 
churches
St John’s Church o f England, 38, 156 
Tingalpa Church o f England, 1,168, 177, 182, 
187-8, 215
253
dut», 83-4,125
convict period, 31,3$, 40,172
economic conditions, 101
hostel», 226-30
hotels, 166-7
industries, 114
local government
Bulimba Diviaional Board, 188 
Wynnum Shire Council, 221, 223 
localities
Petrie Bight, 188 
W aterloo Bay, 188 
marinai, 170 
newspapers, 106 
railways, 186,219,221 
residences
Glenlong 168 
Hillview, 168
Lota Houae, 1,12, 82. 107,120, 124,166-7,170-8, 
180-9, 199, 211-14, 217-27, 229-30 
Montpelier, 21$, 226 
Ormiaton Houae, 187-8, 218 
Tingalpa Houae, 173 
acboola
Briabane Gram m ar School, 166-7 
Church o f England Grammar School, 161, 167 
streets, 223
G race Street, 229 
Kitchener Road, 250 
Manly Road, 223 
M aty Street, 83 
Mayfield Street, 2S0 
Merinda Street, 167-8 
Moray Street, 234 
Whites Road, 223 
Wickham Terrace, 215, 226 
suburbs, 46
Ascot, 250
Eagle Farm, 83, 92, 170 
Eaat Brisbane, 156, 161, 167 
Greenslopes, 167-8 
Lota, 227
Kangaroo Point, 156 
Manly, 1, 82, 170, 186 
Milton, 214
New Farm, 46, 234, 244 
Oxley, 217
South Brisbane, 3R 235, 244 
Tingalpa, 129, 170-1,173 
Wynnum, 170, 222 
Brisbane Courier, 106 
Brisbane Cup (horse race), 205 
Brisbane Gramm ar School, 166-7 
Brisbane River, 6 
Brisbane Street (Beaudesert), 141 
Brisbane W ater (New South Wales), 28-30 
Broderick, M argaret Jean aee White, M argaret Jean 
Broken Bay (New South Wales), 29 
Bromelton (station), 41-2, 44, 51, 95, 147, 150, 238 
Bromelton S treet (Beaudesert), 142 
Brooklyn (New Y ork), 69 
Brooks, H, 205 
The Brothers (ship), 150 
Broughton, Robin see Basslngtbwaigbte, Robin 
Broun, A rthur, 248 
Brown, A H, 89 
Browning, S, 58
Browns Plains (Q ueensland), 127 
Brussels, 92 
Bruxner, H, 143 
Buaraba (station), 42 
Bucknell, Ann Robina Duckett, A 
Bucknell, Belinda Ann, A  
Bucknell, Geoffrey John, A  
Bucknell, Peter Geoffrey, A 
Bucknell, Sally Frances, A  
Bulimba Divisional Board, 188 
Bullock drivers, 55, 62, 67 
Buncc, Jane see Duckett, Jane (Bunce)
Bunya pine, 176
Bungadhul Creek (Queensland), 132 
Burdekin River (Q ueensland), 190, 204 
Burgoyne, G F, 42, 44 
Burgoyne, S H, 42, 44
Burgundy (France), 21
B urnett district (Queensland), 64,149, 245, 248 
Burton Vale (station) see Tambourine (station)
Butchers, 62, 67, 76, 100, 108 
Butler. Miss, 127 
Butler, Elizabeth Graham, 250; B 
Butler, William, B c
CahirMoing Abbey (residence), 11 
Cain, George, I9 6 0
Cainbabel Creek (Queensland), 153,155
California, 52, 54, $7, 69
CaHiards (farm), 178
Calliope (station), 234, 240, 246
Calliope River district (Queensland), 245, 247-8
Cameron, Alas ta ir Donald, 223
Cameron, Charles, 42, 44
Cameron, John, 41-2, 44
Cameron, Kathleen Anastaaia, 129, 188, 217, 223, 225-9; A  
Cam pbel, David, 209
Campbell, Robert Tertius, 33, 41-4,50-1, 113
Campbell, S r  W alter, 229
Camperdown (ship), 73, 231-2
Canal Creek (station), 49
Canary Islands, 126
Carman, K, 84
Cape Colony (South Africa), 126, 249
Cape Otway (Victoria), 126
Cape York, 193
C araira  (station), 241, 245, 247
Carcoar (New South Wales), 149
Carlow (cathedral) (Ireland), 18
Carlow (county), 5, 8 ,1 4 ,1 6 ,1 9
Carpentaria, Gulf of, 90
Carson, Duncan, A
Carson, Griselda Mary, A
Carson, John, A
Carson, Rosemary, A
Carter, A nn Dorothy, A
Carter, Belinda Anne see Wise, Belinda Anne
Carter, Geoffrey, A
Carter, Jan  Robin, A
Carter, Kate, A
Carter, Peter, A
Carter, Roecoe, A
Carter, Smytbe, A
Caahel (Ireland), 241
Cassam, 78, 81
Castle, Camia Jane, A
Castle, Isabel Mary, A
Castle, Kenyon P, A
Castle, Nicola, A
Castle, William, A
Castledermont (Ireland), 16
Catholics (Queensland), 214
Cattle, 3. 42, 45, 48-9, $6-9, 61-2, 67, 69-71, 74, 76, 78, 80, 
84-5, 94-5, 97-8,100,102-4, 108, 110,113, 118-19,121-3,
131, 135, 137, 153, 155, 158-9, 167,175,180, 187,191, 193,
203-6, 211-12, 214, 216, 224-6, 232, 238, 244, 246, 248
Cavan (county), 18
Caws, Alexandra, A
Caws, Eian, A
Caws, Fiona Darling, A
Caws, Genevra see Curtis, Genevra
Caws, Richard, A
Caws, Rosemary, A
Cedar, 7
Cemeteries, 1,19, 31
Ceram Island (Indonesia), 210
Champion, Alàstair Jasper, A
Champion, David, A
Champion, Jeremy Clive, A
Champion, Nina, A
Champion, Simon David, A
Chance Hays (station), 193, 195, 200-1
Chang Kai Sbek, 208
Charles II, king of G reat Britain, 14,16
Charters Towers (Queensland), 190,193, 204, 206, 211, 239
Charters Towers School o f Mines, 206
Charters Towers Stock Exchange, 206
Cherry, Henry, 72
China, 206
Chinese in Australia, 35, 62, 213
see also under the names of particular Chinese
254
Christmas, 182,18S, 192, 225
Christmas Creek (Queensland), 42,118,122,147
Cburcb Act of 1838 (New South Wale«), 30
Church of England Diocese of Lichfield, 224
Church of England Grammar School (Brisbane), 181,187
Church of England in Australia, 28-9, 31
see also under the names of particular churches
Church of England in Australia. Diocese of Brisbane 224
Church schools (Australia), 28-31
Cistercians, 32
Clare (county), 18
Clarence River district (New South Wales), 92,124, 204, 
212, 218
Clarke, Charles James, 155-8, 245-8 Clarke, Frances 44,
51, 84,154
Clarke, Harry Macedone, 191-3 
Clarke River (Queensland), 191 
Cleveland (Queensland), 80, 218 
Clibbom, Abigail see Robinson, Abigail 
Clibbom, Ann, 13
Clibbom, Ann (b 1730) see Pike, Ann
Clibbom, Barclay, 13, 23
Clibbom, Dinah, 13
Clibbom, Edward 18. 23
Clibbom, George, 13
Clibbom, John, 13, 23
Clibbom, Lydia see Nicholson, Lydia
Clibbom, Sarah, 13, 23
Clibbom, Thomas, 4
Clibbom family, 3-4,12-14, 22-4, 44
Clio (ship), 82
Closer settlement see Land settlement 
Clydesdale horse, 208 
Coastwise shipping, 90-1, 93, 95-8,127 
Coates, Elizabeth see Duckett, Elizabeth (Coates)
Coates, John Dawson, 15
Cobb and Co., 134
Cobden, Thomas A, 18
Cockermouth (Ireland), 18
Coffee cultivation, 104
Colinton (station), 41-2, 44, 238-9
Collins, Anna see Fraser, Anna
Collins, Anne, 149
Collins, Bertha see Fraser, Bertha
Collins, Cardow, 96, 233
Collins, Given, 183,188
Colins, Jane, 243-4
Collins, Jessie see Compigne, Jessie
CoOins, John, 34, 44,81-2, 102,112,149,151-2, 211
Colins, Robert Martin, 148,183, 225, 243
CoOins, Thomas, 51, 113, 157-8
CoOins, Wiliam, 151, 183,165-8, 211, 225
CoOins family, 33, 44, 102, 14d 203, 224
CoOins Street (Beaudesert), 148
CoOins, White and Company, 32, 203, 211, 224-8
Colo River (New South Wales). 30
Como (residence), 92, 215
Compigne, Jessie; 81-2, 84, 72, 77, 95,102, 112,124,157
Compigne, Alfred WilOam, 42, 44, 55-7, 81-2, 84, 87, 89, 98,
102-3,112, 130-1, 149-50,152-5,157-9, 233
Connolly, Hugh, 220
Coogee (Sydney), 189
Cooma (New South Wales), 49
Coombahah (Queensland), 33
Coombabab (station), 58, 68, 70, 75.97-8, 108,129,133-4, 
239
Coomera (station), 239 
Coomera River (Queensland), 148 
Coopers Creek (Queensland), 238 
Cooyar (station), 41-2, 44, 51 
Corcoran family, 114 
Corfield (Queensland), 249 
Corfield, Henry Cos, 181
Cork (Ireland), L 4, 8-9,11-13,15, 24, 58, 59-60, 84-5, 
88-70, 72, 74, 77, 79-80, 85, 87,94, 96, 99, 102,104, 107,
109, 111, 115, 117, 119-21,123,125,149,172-3 
Cork Steam Ship Company, 24 
Corafoot, Ronald 210 
Comubia (ship), 45, 216 
Costello, Con, 18
Cotton growing (Queensland), 7, 93, 95-6; 99,105, 
107-9,113-14,120, 214 
Cotton Street (Nerang), 138 
Coulson, Robert, 43
Coutts, Donald 41, 43-4, 59, 243
Cressbrook (station), 41, 43-4
Cridland Agnes, A
Crimean War. 1853-56, 57, 213
Crombie; Andrew, 249; B
Crombie, Joyce Lockwood 241, 250; B
Crombie; Olive Lockwood 241, 249; B
Crombie, Richard W, 250; B
Crombie, Wiliam, 168
Cromwell, Oliver, 3
Crosby (W) *  Co., 128
Croetbwaite, Thomas, 14,16
Crown Lands Act of 1839 (New South Wales), 40
Crown Lands Act of 1884 (Queensland), 138,140
Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1888 (Chieensland)107-9,
115-16,13d 13d Ml, 152, 19d 248
Crows Nest (station), 51
Cumberland (county), 15
Cunningham, Alan, 150
Cunninghams Gap (Queensland), 149-50
Cuppaidge, Bridget Moya, A
Cuppaidge, James, A
Cuppaidge, John, A
Cuppaidge, Mary Alison, A
Curragilla (station), 202 204, 207
Curtis, Genevra, A
Curtis, Polly, A
Curzon Street (Toowoomba), 250
D
Da in tree, Richard, 191-2,195-8
Dalby (Queensland), 235
Dalhunty Plains (station), 41-2, 44
Dakymple Shire Council, 203-4
Dalkin, R N. 209-10
Dan, Archibald Edward 223
Dandenong (ship), 127
Darbaiara (station), 207
Darling Edwin, 189; A
Darling Muriel see Gilbert, Muriel
Darling Downs (Queensland), 4d 45, 67, 71,101,139,149
Darling Point (Sydney), 92, 215
Darling River district (New South Wales), 47
Darlington Range (Queensland), 153,156
Darwin, 210
Darwin, Charles, 177
Davis-Smith, Craig A
Davis-Smith, Darryl, A
Davis-Smith, Gal, A
Davis-Smith, Roger, A
Dawson Court (residence), 15
Dawson Duckett, William see Duckett, William Dawson
Daydawn mine (Charters Towers), 208
Daylight (horse), 188
De ta Poer, Pierce see Poer, Pierce de la
De la Poer, Judith see Duckett, Judith
De Windesore see Windesore
De Windesore, Margaret see Duckett, Margaret
De Wyndesore see wyndesore
Deaves, Maty see White, Mary (Deaves)
Deborah, Barnett, 41, 44
Deeran fámily, 114
Denison, Sir Wiliam, 88-7
Depasturing licences see Grazing licences
Derry Vale (Ireland), 23
Devon cattle, 193, 203-5
Devonsber, Jane see Duckett, Jane (Devonsher)
Devonsber, Sarah, 15; A
Devonsher, Thomas, 15; A
Dickens, Charles, 92
Diaon, Robert, 112, 242
Dockreel (Thomas) and Co Ltd, 19
Dodd Mary see Wansey, Mary
Dods, Robin, 185
Don Juan (ship), 151
Dottswood fetation), 193
Douglas, John, 139
Douglas, Robert, 83-4
Dowse, Thomas, 4L 43-4
Dredges, 88
Drey, David, A
Drey, Edward A
Drey, Gllian Carising A
Drey, Wiliam, A
Duandjan (station), 44
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Dubbo Gully (New South Wales), 31 
Dublin, 4, 6, 8, 10, 15,17, 19-20, 22, 60 
Ducket, Elizabeth, A 
Ducket, James, 14; A 
Ducket, Ranuipbe, A 
Duckett, Abraham [1], 8, 14-15; A 
Duckett, Abraham [2], 14 
Duckett, Ann, 5 
Duckett, Anna, 18
Duckett, Anne [1] see Eustace, Anne
Duckett, Anne [2] see Robertson, Anne
Duckett, Catherine, 15
Duckett, Elizabeth [1] see Penrose, Elizabeth
Duckett, Elizabeth [2] see White, Elizabeth
Duckett, Elizabeth (Coates), 16, 18; A
Duckett, Elizabeth (Stephens), A
Duckett, Sir George, 16, 21
Duckett, Hannah ¡1], 15,17
Duckett, Hannah ¡2] see Boake, Hannah
Duckett Hannah-Thomasine see Macdonnell,
Hannah-Thomasine
Duckett, Jane [1], A
Duckett, Jane [2] see Irwin, Jane
Duckett, Jane [3] see Hunt, Jane
Duckett, Jane (Bunce), 17; A
Duckett, Jane (Devonsher), 14-15; A
Duckett, Jane (mr 1775?) see White, Jane (mr 1775)
Duckett, Janet, 14
Duckett, Jessop, A
Duckett, John, 14-16, 22; A
Duckett, John (b 182?), 17, 19
Duckett, John Dawson, 18-19
Duckett, Jonas, 14-16, A
Duckett, Judith, 17; A
Duckett, Maria Georgina, 19
Duckett, Mary, 8,15; A
Duckett, Mary-Alloway see Fuller, Mary-Alloway
Duckett, Sarah [1], A
Duckett, Sarah [21 see Fuller, Sarah
Duckett, Sarah (Summers), 18
Duckett, Susanna, 16
Duckett, Thomas [1], 17; A
Duckett, Thomas [2], 14-16; A
Duckett, Thomas [3], 14
Duckett, William, 14-16, 19; A
Duckett, William (b. 1761), 14-17
Duckett, William (d. 1908), 19-20
Duckett, William Dawson, 17-18
Duckett family, 5, 15-22
The Duckett name history, 20-2
Duckett Street (Beaudesert), 147
Duckett-White see White
Ducketts grave (residence), 5,14-20
Dugandan (station), 41, 44
Duket, Hugh, A
Duket, Sir John, Lord Grayrigg, A
Duket, Nichole, A
Duket, Richard, A
Duket, Sir Richard, A
Duket, Stephen, A
Dumaresq, Alexis, A
Dumaresq, Cathie, A
Dumaresq, David Charles, A
Dumaresq, Delia Jane see Dumaresq, Delia Jane
Dumaresq, Dominique Bintbu, A
Dumaresq, Edward, A
Dumaresq, Elizabeth Duckett, A
Dumaresq, Frances Duckett, A
Dumaresq, Freyr, A
Dumaresq, Jackie, A
Dumaresq, Martin John, A
Dumaresq, Piers, A
Dumaresq, Susan, A
Dunbar (ship), 92, 212-13, 216
Dungogie (station), 58, 66, 70, 97, 108, 130
Dunn family, 114
D unck family, 162
Durundur (station), 41-2, 44
Dutton, Charles, 138, 140
Dyptheria, 102
£
Eagle (ship), 63
Eagle Farm (Brisbane), 83, 92, 170 
Eagles field Street (Beaudesert), 146
East Africa, 203, 208
East Brisbane, 156, 161, 167
East Moreton (electoral district), 87
Eatanswill (station) see Mylneford (station)
Eaton, William, 196
Ebswortb, Edward Stanley, 83-4
Edward River (Queensland), 48
Edwards, Amy, A
Edwards, Ben, A
Edwards, Clare, A
Edwards, Richard, A
Egan, Brendan Charles, A
Egan, Gillian Duckett sec Johns, Gillian Duckett
Egypt, 206
Elton, Annie Ernestine, 147,159-61, 166, 168-9, 182-3; A
Elton, Barbarba, A
Elton, Charles, 169
Elton, Cedric Edward Elton, 186; A
Elton, Cynthia Ernestine see Bennett, Cynthia Ernestine
Elton, Daphne see Sanderson, Daphne
Elton, Deidre Gilbert see Page, Deidre Gilbert
Elton, Dorothy, 169; A
Elton, Fiona Darling see Kingston, Fiona Darling
Elton, Frederick [11,166, 168-9, 183; A
Elton, Frederick [2], 168
Elton, Frederick Ernest Bayard, 168-9,183; A
Elton, James Edward B, A
Elton, Jennifer, A
Elton, John G, A
Elton, Juliet Elizabeth, A
Elton, Katherine, 169; A
Elton, Katherine Elizabeth, A
Elton, Muriel Agnes see Gilbert, Muriel Agnes
Elton, Muriel Darling A
Elton, Nicola, A
Elton, Patrick, A
Elton, Stephanie see Hungerford, Stephanie 
Elton, Vera
English, Dinah see Clibbom, Dinah 
English in Ireland, 3-24 
Erin-go-bragh (ship), 114 
Esk district (Queensland), 239 
Eskdale (station), 41, 43-4 
Eton College (England), 177 
Btonsville (New South Wales), 92 
Eulolo (station), 33, 203, 211, 224 
Eumundi (Queensland), 249 
Eungelb (station), 156 
Eustace, Anne, 17 
Eustace, Hardy, 17, 20 
Everingham, Judith see Munro, Judith
F
Fairfax, Mrs Hubert, 227
Fairfax, Sarah see White, Sarah (Sally)
Fanning River (station), 193
Fassifern (station), 41-1 44
Fillingbam (England), 11
Fences, 35, 58, 117, 123, 163, 175, 186-7, 200
Ferguson, George, 245
Fernando de Noronha Island (Atlantic Ocean), 126
Ferrier, Angus Duncan, A
Ferner, Diana Maud, A
Ferrier, Duncan James, A
Ferrier, James Andrew, A
Ferrier, Margot Sylvia, A
Ferriter, J, 41, 43-4, 51
Ferry Street (Nenng), 136
Ffrench, Jackie see Dumaresq, Jackie
Fiery star (ship), 114
Firearms, 58, 60,137,184, 214
Fires, 6, 184-5
The Firs (station), 167
Fitz, Henry Bates, 89
Fitzberbert, Abigail, 8; A
Fitzberbert, D’Aubigny, 6; A
FitzTbomas, Patrick, 10
Fiveash, Anne see Warren, Anne
Flagstone (Queensland), 144
Flagstone Creek (Queensland), 152
Flanders, 168
Flinders River (Queensland), 203 
Floods, 7
Floyd, Sue see White, Sue 
Ford Lodge (residence), 18
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Forfarshire (Scotland), 212 
Fox, Matthew J, 202-6 
France, 10
Franklyn Vale (itation) see Laidley Plains (station)
Fraser, Anna, 211
Fraser, Bertha, 34
Fraser, Douglas M, 225-6
Fraser, Malcolm, 211
Fraser, Sir Simon, 33-4, 211
Fraser, Wendy see Munro, Wendy
French language, 55, 184
Friell, Phillip, 41, 43-4
Fuller, John, 15
Fuller, Mary-Alloway, 14-15
Fuller, Sarah, 14-15
Fuller, Thomas, 15
Fullerton, George, 89
G
Gallipoli (Turkey), 208, 241, 248-9 
Galloway, A A, 84, 89 
Galwey, Alex, A 
Galwey, Andrew, A
Galwey, Camilla tee Gow-Gates, Camilla 
Galwey, Christopher Ronald, A 
Galwey, Clare see Edwards, Clare 
Galwey, Geoffrey, A 
Galwey, John, A 
Galwey, Justin, A 
Galwey, Margaret Lilian, A 
Galwey, William, A 
Gardener, Anthony Donald, A 
Gardener, Donald, A 
Gardener, Patricia Ann, A 
Gardener, Sally Kaye, A 
Gardens, 6, 174-6, 180-2, 186, 214-15 
Garth, Maree see Mills, Maree 
Gate bouses (Ireland), 18-19 
Gatenby, Zelda see Mills, Zelda 
Gaynor, James, 18
Geelong Church of England Grammar School, 167
Georgina River (Queensland), 211
German Pocket (Queerfsland), 114
Germans in Queensland, 114
Gibbon, 106
Gibson, James, 195-6
Gigoomgan (station), 161-2,166-7
Gilbert, Muriel Agnes, 169; A
Gilbert, Lennox, 169; A
Gimboomba see Jimboomba
Gladstone (Queensland), 96, 156, 233-4, 236, 240-1, 245-6, 
248
see alto Port Curtis district (Queensland)
Gladstone, Wiliam Ewart, 91 
Glanmire River (Ireland), 12 
Glasgow, 240-1
Glasgow, Judith see Munro, Judith 
Glen Eagles (residence), 151 
Glen Ormiston (station), 211, 224 
Glen Prairie (station), 193, 234 
Gleneagle (Queensland), 113, 120, 151 
Glenlong (residence), 168 
Glenlong (station), 167 
Goddard, E, 245-6 
Gold Coast 
banks, 162 
convents, 135 
hospital, 136 
hotels, 160 
streets
Nerang Street, 135, 160 
Tallai Road, 131 
suburbs
Labrador, 134
Nerang Heads see Labrador
Southport, 33, 75,134,136,156, 160, 236, 238
Tallebudgera, 33,135
Gold Coast: the story of the Gold Coast of Queensland 
32-4, 148-51
Gold mines and mining, 52, 55-8, 62-3, 67, 85, 108, 110, 
124, 239, 246
see also under the names of particular fields and 
particular mines 
Good, Fanny, 4 
Goosey (England), 17
Gordon, Mrs, 244
Gosford (New South Wales), 30, 212 
Gosford (parish), 28
Gosford District Local History Study Group, 29
Gow-Gates, Anthony, A
Gow-Gates, Camilla, A
Gow-Gates, Charles, A
Gow-Gates, Kirsty, A
Gow-Gates, Thomas, A
Grace Street (Brisbane), 229
Grafton (New South Wales), 137, 216-17, 237
Graham, Anne Julia, 234-5; B
Graham, Annie, 5-6
Graham, Annie Elsie, 235; B
Graham, Benjamin B
Graham, Beryl Maxwell, B
Graham, Beryl Lockwood see Pascoe, Beryl Lockwood 
Graham, Cecilia Matilda, 235; B 
Graham, Charles, 240
Graham, Charles Erskine Maxwell, 234-6, 248-9; B
Graham, Charles Stewart, 96, 189, 233-5, 240, 247, 249; B
Graham, Colin Lockwood, 241, 250; B
Graham, Crawford, 249
Graham, Dugald, 41, 43-4, 113, 240-5
Graham, Dugald Maxwell Lockwood, 241, 248-9; B
Graham, Dulde Sandford, 234-6; B
Graham, Duncan, 241
Graham, Eliza Manley, 240-1, 244
Graham, Elizabeth Vyner, B
Graham, Erskine, B
Graham, Eunice Lockwood see Munro, Eunice Lockwood
Graham, Florence Muriel, 236, 249; B
Graham, George Cecil, 234-5; B
Graham, Georgina Eliza, 218, 232-3, 240-1, 247-8; B
Graham, Gerard Montrose, A; B
Graham, Gordon Youngman, B
Graham, Ian Warren, 235; B
Graham, Jane, 241
Graham, Jonathon James Youngman, A; B
Graham, John Lockwood, 240-1, 245-8; B
Graham, Joyce Lockwood see Crombie, Joyce Lockwood
Graham, Katarina, B
Graham, Keith Lockwood, 241, 249; B
Graham, Leith, A
Graham, Lilias Mair, 234, 236; B
Graham, Malcolm Stewart, 234, 236; B
Graham, Marianne, 24R 242, 247
Graham, Maty Stewart see Stephen, Mary Stewart
Graham, Max, 249
Graham, Natalie Ruth, B
Graham, Olive Lockwood see Crombie, Olive Lockwood
Graham, Prudence Eleanor, A; B
Graham, Roderick Charles, B
Graham, Roderick Gordon, B
Graham, Ruth see Townsend, Ruth
Graham, Ruth (Routley), B
Graham, Sarah Joyce, 91, 96, 189, 232-5, 240, 247; B,
Graham, Tobin Alan, A; B
Graham, William Gordon, 234-5; B
Graham family, 243; B
Graiguecullen (Ireland), 20
Grange Lodge (residence), 23
Grantham fstation), 41, 43-44, 51
Grapes, 176
Grayrigg (England), 14,16
Grazing licences, 39-41, 49, 65, 76, 78, 80, 101, 104, 112-13, 
129, 133, 138-40,148,152-3, 158, 163, 165, 190, 193-9, 243, 
245, 247
Great Barrier Reef, 238
Great Britain Army, 1, 6, 10, 92,162,173, 212, 214-17 
tee also India 
Green, George, 135 
Greenslopes (Brisbane), 167-8 
Greengrove (New South Wales), 31 
Gressner, 127 
Grcystones (Ireland), 20 
Grieve, Jane Olivia, A 
Grieve, Robert, A 
Griffin, Francis, 41, 43-4 
Griffin, G, 41, 43-4 
Griffith, Sir Samuel, 138, 140 
Gulf of Carpentaria see Carpentaria, Gulf of 
Gull Force, 210 
Gunreda, A
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Guthrie C attle (residence), 212-13 
Guthrie family, 212 
Gympie (Queensland), 108,110 
Gytha, Dorothy see Ogilvie, Dorothy
H
Halliday, Itabell, tee  Mylne, Isabell
Hamilton, Hugh W, 61
Hanlon, Catrione, A
Hanlon, Jenny, A
Hanlon, Peter, A
Hann, Elizabeth, 190-1
Hann, Joseph, 190-2, 194-5, 203
Hann, William, 190-2, 195-6, 203
Hann family, 190-1
Hardwick, Mrs, 127
Harpur, Elizabeth tee  Barker, Elizabeth 
Harpur, Thomas, 156 
Harris, George, 89, 96, 118 
Harris, John, 96, 118
Hart, Frederick Hamilton, 143,147,162-4, 189, 219
Hart Street (Beaudesert), 147
Harvey, Pearl, 228
Harwood, Elsie, 222
Harwood, Maggie, 223
Harwood, Thomas, 223
Hassett, Lyndal Anne tee Bassinghtwaighte, Lyndal Anne
Hastings, battle of, 1066, 20
Hawkesbury River (New South Wales), 27-9
Hawkins, Edward, 32, 34-5, 49
Hay, A, 127
Haytbome, John, 210
Helena Mylne Memorial Home (Brisbane), 226-30 
Helena S treet (Beaudesert), 147 
Helentvale (plantation), 146 
Helidon (station), 41, 43-4 
Heliotrope, 180
Henderson, James, 61, 98, 113, 233, 245
Henderson family, 95
Henriques, Emma tee White, Emma
Henry VIII, king of England, 1491-1547, 32
Herbert, Sir Robert, 82, 84, 91, 98, 171, 179
Hermitage (residence), 218, 240, 248
Hicks, H P, 41, 240, 241-3
Hill, Frances Mary tee  White, Frances Mary
Hill Street (Nerang), 136
Hillcrest (residence), 233
Hillman, J, 126-7
Hillview (residence), 16
Himalaya (ship), 25
Hobart, 93
Hobbs. William, 89
Hockey, M argaret, 14& 166
Hockey, Patrick, 148, 166
Hodgson Sir A rthur, 43
Holgate’s store (Beaudesert), 146
Holy Roman Empire, 10
Homestead A reas Act o f 1872 (Queensland), 138-9 
Honduras (ship), 150 
Hope, 51
Hope, Louis, 89, 99
Hopkins S treet (Beaudesert), 144
Horses, 3, 58, 76. 82, 86, 92, 154, 158, 175, 177, 185, 189,
204-5, 211-14, 216-17, 232
Hotham Creek (Queensland), 133
Howard, Adam, A
Howard, Antbea, A
Howard, Bruce, A
Howard, David, A
Howard, Kimberley, A
Howard, Lynette, A
Hugbenden (Queensland), 249
Huguenots, 150
Humphreys, William, 43, 148-9,154 
Hungerford, James, A 
Hungerford, Stephanie, A 
Hunt, James, 15 
Hunt, Jane, 15
Hunter River Steam Navigation Company, 90 
H unting 39, 58, 213 
Hurstwick family, 127 
Huxley, Thomas Henry, 177
I
I R A see Irish Republican Army
Illawarra district (New South Wales), 72 
Immigration Act of 1869 (Queensland), 139 
India, 167, 169, 183, 212, 214-15, 217 
tee also Great Britain Army 
India (ship), 61
Indian mutiny see Sepoy rebellion, 1857-1858 
Indonesia, 208
see also under the names of particular islands of Indonesia 
Innés, 49
Innisfail (Queensland), 236 
Insolvency see Bankruptcy 
Insurance, 189
Inverell (New South Wales), 207
Inverness (Scotland), 166, 168, 223, 225
Ipswich (Queensland), 67, 73-4 78, 80, 83, 144, 178-80, 203,
231
Ireland, 1-7, 175 
banka, 1 ,622  
cemeteries, 19 
churches 
Ballynauty, 9 
Ballyneety, 9 
Carlow, 18
St Clares, Graiguecullen 
Limerick, 10 
Rutland, 19
Clibborn family, 12-14, 22-4 
D uckett family, 5,14-22; A 
Pike family, 22-4 
Simpson family, 11-12 
White family, 7-11; A; B
history
Potato famine, 24 
W ar of independence, 19
residences
Ardnabue, alto  Ardnashire, 8, 15 
Ballynauty, 9 
Ballyneety, 9-10 
Belle Vue, 15 
Black Rock Castle, 12 
Boake Field, 15 
Cahirbloing Abbey, 11 
Dawson Court, 15 
Ducketts Grove, 5,14-20 
Ford Lodge, 18 
Grange Lodge, 23 
Jamescourt, 4 
Lota, 6, 12, 172-3, VS 
Milltown House, 18 
M oate Castle, 3-4,13, 23 
Rosemount, 4 
Russeltown Park, 17 
Tubber, 4-5, 132 
vital records, 8 
Ireland. Privy Council, 10 
Irish Immigration Society (Queensland), 114 
Irish in Queensland, 114 
Irish Republican Army, 19 
Irwin, Jane, 15 
Irwin, Thomas, 15 
Isaacs, Sir Isaac, 236 
Ismalia (station), 143 
Ivory, 41, 43-4
J
Jacarandas, 176
Jackeroos see Stockmen
Jackson, J  W, 84
Jamaica, 180
James, Moses Angel, 197
James Fenwick and Company, 197-8
James II, king of G reat Britain, 1633-1701, 10
Jam escourt (residence), 4
Jane Street (Beaudesert), 146
Japanese, 206-10
Jean, seigneur de Duce, 22; A
Jelbyn (station), 143
Jenkins, 127
Jerry’s Downfall (Queensland), 113 
Jessop, Mary see Duckett, Mary 
J estop, Samuel, 15 
Jimboomba (Queensland), 114 
Jimboomba (station), 41, 43-4, 95 
Jimbroken Range, 42, 129, 152
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Jimbour (station), 100
John Oxley Library (Brisbane), 46
Johns, Gillian Duckett, A
Johns, Michael Stephen, A
Johns, Sophie Leonora, A
Johnson, J, 127
Johnson, R E, 127
Johnstone, Bernard, B
Johnstone, Bradley, B
Johnstone, David, B
Johnstone, Gerald, B
Johnstone, Kylie, B
Johnstone, L, B
Johnstone, Patrick, B
Johnstone, Shirley, B
Johnstone, Simon, B
Johnstone, Susan see Osmond, Susan
Jones, 42
Jones, Thomas, 173 
Jordan, Hamish Anthony, A 
Jordan. Justin Phillip, A 
Jordan, Katie, A
Jordan, Penelope Duckett see Peel, Penelope Duckett
Jordan, Sam William, A
Jordan, Zoe, A
Joyner, 41, 43-4
Juandab (Queensland), 237
Julia Creek (Queensland), 24
K
Kanakas see South Sea Islanders
Kangaroo Point (Brisbane), 156
Kearney, 134
Keely, Austin Lovis, A
Keene, Eve, 32-4, 148-51
Kellerig (Ireland), 16
Kellerig Land Committee (Ireland), 20
Kelly, Austin Louis, A
Kelly, Eliza see Lockwood, Eliza
Kelly, Gervaise Alexander, A
Kelly, Justin McIntyre, A
Kelly, Robina Susan Duckett, A
Kelly, Vandeleur, A
Kent, John, 41
Kentish, 246
Kenya, 206
Kerry (county), 10
Keny (run), 43-4, 51, 64, 103, 113, 129-30, 147, 152, 154-8
Kerry Creek (Queensland), 165
Kerry Road (Beaudesert), 141
Kilcoy (Queensland), 36
Kikoy (station), 41, 43-4, 51
Kildare (county), 14
Killowen (Ireland), 17
King Oscar (ship), 106
King’s County see Offaly (county)
King’s Scholar (horse), 206
King’s School (Parramatta), 39, 156, 190, 203, 206-7
Kitchener Road (Brisbane), 250
Klingender, Edward, 195-6
Kneestown (Ireland), 14,16
Knocknacree (Ireland), 19
The Knoll (residence), 238-9
Kudis, Katarina see Graham, Katarina
L
Labrador (Queensland), 134
Laidley (Queensland), 167
Laidley, James Turquand, 89
Laidley Plains (station), 41, 43-5, 49
Lambert, Sophie see Mills, Sophie
U n d  settlement, 40, 66, 101, 104-6,108,110, 112, 114-19,
121-5, 127, 132-3, 139-41,153, 165, 190
U ptbom e, S H, 127
U ra  (station), 143
Uravale (Queensland), 143
U tin  language, 55
Uunceston (Tasmania), 207
U unden, James, 144-5
La unden family, 36, 143-5
Lavelle, Martin, 135-6
Lavelle Street (Nerang), 136
Lawless, Clement, 41, 43, 112, 148-9, 154
Lawless, Paul, 4L 43, 112, 148-9, 154,
Lawyers, 11, 65,163, 191, 206, 236
Leasing Act of 1866 (Queensland), 101
Lee, Misa, 127
Lee River (Ireland), 12
Leichhardt, Ludwig, 45, 189
Uigh, Delia Jane, A
Leigh, Martin, A
Leinster (province), 16
Lemon, Lee see Mylne, Lee
Leopold I, emperor of Austria, 10
Uslie family, 150
Lewin, H Ross, 106-7
Lightning (ship), 65
LiUey, Sir Charles, 138
Limerick (cathedral), 10
Limerick (city), 10
Limerick (county), 3, 9-10
Lincolnshire (England), 16
Literaqr, 38
Little, John, 84
Little, Robert, 84,189
Liverpool (New South Wales), 39, 156
Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company, 189
Liverpool Plains (New South Wales), 149
Lockwood, Benjamin, 241, 247
Lockwood, EUza, 241
Lockwood, Marianne see Graham, Marianne
Logan, Patrick, 31
Logan Reserve (Queensland), 114
Logan River (Queensland), 31, 33, 42, 45, 67, 113-14, 141,
148, 150, 153, 244
Logan River district (Queensland), 3, 31-2, 34, 39, 55, 58, 
63, 96, 101, 114, 118, 120, 130, 137, 146-7, 151, 156, 203-4, 
213, 224, 233, 240 
Logan Villaje (Queensland), 113 
Loganlea (Queensland), 114
London, 5, 24, 26, 70, 73-5, 78, 80, 84, 86-7, 94, 98-9, 102,
111-12, 118,123,126-7, 207, 231-2
London Joint Stock Bank, 61-2
Loppy (horse), 185-6
Lord, Edward, 178-9, 203
Lord, Eliza, 178-80
Lord, Fanny see White, Fanity
Lord family, 3, 178
Loma Doone (ship), 146
Lota (Brisbane), 227
Lota (residence), 6, 12, 172-3, 175
Lota House (residence), 1, 12, 82, 107, 120, 124, 166,-7,
170-8, 180-9,199, 211-14, 217-27, 229-30
Lough Mabon (Ireland), 12
Love, Carol see Wansey, Carol
Lucknow (India), 216
Lutherans (Queensland), 114
Lyons, T, 127
M
Mab (horse), 185 
Macartbur, Douglas Bruce, A 
Macarthur, Dugald Alexander Scott, A 
Macartbur, Hamish Bruce William, A 
Macartbur, Judy Frances Duckett, A 
Macartney family, 187, 218 
McCallum, Ian, A 
McCallum, Malcolm, A 
McCallum, Victoria Douglas, A 
McConnel, Alexander Ross, A 
McConnel, David, 41, 43-4 
McConnel, Grace Duckett, 166-8; A 
McConnel, John, 89 
McConnel, Nigel Ross, A 
McConnel, Prudence Anne, A 
Macdonald, Alex see Galwey, Alex 
Macdonald, Alexander Ross, 168 
Macdonald, Alexander William, 166 
Macdonald, Alexandra, 168 
Macdonald, Alistair, 168 
Macdonald, Allan, 168 
Mcdonald, C, 41, 44
Macdonald, Grace Robina see White, Grace Robina
Macdonald, Ian, 168
Macdonald, James Shaw Ross, 168
Mcdonald, M, 41, 44
Macdonald, Rachel see White, Rachel
Macdonald family, 223, 233
Macdonald River (New South Wales),30
Macdonnell, Hahnah-Thomasine, 15
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Macdonnell, John, IS 
McDouall, J F, 84, 89
Mace, Shirley Estelle tee White, Shirley Estelle 
McEacbern, Sir Malcolm, 34, 211 
McFarlane, 209
MacFarlane, L see Johnstone, L 
Macgroarty, Chartes, 189 
McGusty, 64, 71, 73, 81 
Mackay, 127
Mackay (Queensland), 156,168, 248 
McKenzie, Colin, 41, 43-4, SI 
McKenzie, Sir Evan 41, 43-4, SI 
Mackenzie, Sir Robert 82 
Mackenzie Street (Toowoomba) 249 
McKinlay (Queensland), 211 
Madean Bridge (Queensland), 114 
McPherson Range (Queensland), 130 
Macquarie Fields (New South Wales), 39,190 
McRae, Beryl see Ogilvie, Beryl 
McTaggart, 62, 64 
Madden, 78-9, 81 
Madden, Arundel, IS
Madden, Catherine see Duckett, Catherine 
Madden, Hannah-Thomasine see Macdonnell, 
Hannah-Thomasine 
Madden, Samuel, IS 
Mafra (station), 47-8 
Maguire, James Francis, 196-9 
Malcolmson, William, 90-1, 109, 111 
Malmesbury (station), 193,196, 201 
Malta, 213
Manaroo district (New South Wales), 47-9
Mangrove (New South Wales), 212
Mangrove Creek district (New South Wales), 28-31
Mangrove Creek school (New South Wales), 28-9, 31
Manley, Marianne see Graham, Marianne
Manley, Robert, 241, 247
Manly (Brisbane), 1, 82,170,186
Manly Boat Harbour (Brisbane), 170
Manly Road (Brisbane), 223
Manning H T, 113
Manning W, 154
M att, Anna Maria, 124, 144,147,156-7, 160, 162, 167; A
M att, C 0 , 168
Mam, Charles, 162
Matt, George Birdwood 156,161-2
Matt, George Joseph, 162
Mam family, 161,166-7
Maranoa (electoral district), 213, 215
Maranoa distict (Queensland), 40
Margaret Street (Toowoomba), 250
Marlborough (Queensland), 193
Maroon (stationX 147
Marshal, John, 25
Marshall, Mary see Bassingtbwaighte, Mary 
Martin, Anne see Collins, Anne 
Martin Street (Nerang), 136 
Mary Street (Brisbane), 83 
Maty Anne (ship), 25
Maryborough (Queensland), 90,108,167, 248
see also Wide Bay district
Maryvale (station), 191-2
Mason, 41, 43-4
Massie, Robert George, 89
Mathew, Sarah, 30
Maud of Flanders, Queen of England, A 
Maxwelton (station), 245-6 
May, A A, 84
Mayfield Street (Brisbane), 250
Meat industry and trade, 111-12, UR 203
Melbourne, 45, 74, 78, 87, 93, 126-7,164,191-2, 237
Melcombe (station), 41, 43-40, 51
Merinda Street (Brisbane), 167-8
Merriman, Christina Kathleen, A
Merriman, Penelope Kate, A
Merriman, Prudence Elizabeth, A
Merriman, Walter, A
Methodiets (New South Wales), 30
Mii Island (Vanuatu), 106
MiD, John Stuart, 177
Mills, Anne, A
Mills, Charles [1], 203, 207; A 
Mills, Charles [21, A
Mills, Diana see Thirkell-Johnston, Diana
Mills, Duncan Charles, A
Mills, Elizabeth Duckett see Dumaresq, Elizabeth Duckett 
MiHs, Ernest Duckett, A 
Mills, Ernest Hew, A 
Mills, George, A
MiHs, Henrietta Mary see Morris, Henrietta Mary
Mills, Jenny see Hanlon, Jenny
Mills, John, A
Mills, Judith, A
Mills, Kathryn, A
Mills, Katrina Helen see Allbrook, Katrina Helen 
Mills, Louisa, A 
Mills, Maree, A
Mills, Maud Jane Elsie, 1-7, 22, 27, 34-7, 39, 44, 56, 75,
79-80, 92. 157, 172-87, 203, 206-7, 216; A
Mills, Miranda Jane, A
Mills, Morris Duckett, A
MiHs, Nicholas, A
Mills, Philippa, A
MiHs, Sophie, A
MiHs, Thomas, 206-7; A
Mills, Zenda, A
MiHs United (mine) (Charters Towers), 207
Milton (Brisbane), 214
MiUtown House (residence), 18
MiUtown Malbay (Ireland), 18
Miranda Downs (station), 193
Mischief (horse), 60
MitcheH, 205
MitcbeU Library (Sydney), 45 
Moate (Ireland), 1, 3, 5, 7,12, 44 
Moate Castle (residence), 3-4,13, 23 
Moffatt, 218
Mon Island (Vanuatu), 106 
Monk, Maureen see Barker, Maureen 
Mottefiore, J, 51 
Montgomerie, 210 
MontpeHer (residence), 215, 226 
Moogenh (station), 43-4, 51, 59 
Moray Street (Brisbane), 234 
More Island (Vanuatu), 106 
Morelma (station), 207
Moreton Bay (Queensland), 1, 3,12, 58, 75, 92, 106-7,
170-2, 174, 186,188, 217, 228
Moreton Bay district, 34, 36-7, 40-1, 45, 47, 50, 82,120,
130-2,150, 242
Moreton Bay figs, 174
Moreton Bay Penal Settlement, 31, 35, 40,172
Morony, Anna Maria see Duckett, Anna
Morony, Thomas Harrison, 18
Morris, Abraham, 15
Morris, Andrew, A
Morris, Henrietta Mary, A
Morris, James, 18
Morris, Sarah see Devonsher, Sarah 
Morrish family, 127
Morrison, Mary Ann see White, Mary Ann (Morrison) 
Mort, Thomas Sutcliffe, 50-1
Mortgages, 17. 49, 51, 100,102-3,119,122-3,129,158-60, 
219-20
Moseknowe (Scotland), 233 
Moasman, 127 
Mount, F E, 41
Mount Alexander (stationX 59
Mount Barker (station), 156
Mount Berryman (Queensland), 167
Mount Brisbane (station), 41-2 44
Mount Eak (station), 41, 43-4, 51
Mount Joseph (QueenslandX 161
Mount Flinders (station), 41, 43
Mount Larcombe (Queensland), 156
Mount Lindsay Higbway(QueenstandX 141
Mount Morgan (Queensland), 240, 248
Mount Witheron (Queensland), 156
Mozart (horse), 205
Mudgee (New South Wales), 32,149
Mudgeeraba (Queensland), 33, 134
Muma Creek (Queensland), 161
Mundoohm (station), 33-4, 43-4, 148-9,151, 163,166
Munro, Alexander Gregory, B
Munro, Annabelle Graham, B
Munro Anthony William, B
Munro, Bertram Graham, B
Munro, Dugald Graham, 241-50; B
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Munro, Elizabeth Graham tee Butler, Elizabeth Graham 
Munro, Eunice, 250
M unro, Eunice Lockwood, 241, 249*50, B
Munro, Fraser Graham, B
Munro, Jennifer Esther, B
Munro, John Graham, 250; B
M unro, Judith, 250; B
Munro, Judith Jane, B
Munro, Lockwood Graham, 250; B
Munro, Robert Lockwood Graham, B
Munro, Sally Graham, B
Munro, Thomas, 249; B
Munro, Wendy, B
Munro, William Royston, B
Murgon (Queensland), 249
M umin, Michael Egan, 33, 50-2
Murphy, Cecilia Matilda see Graham, Cecilia Matilda
Murray Prior, Matilda, 161
Murray Prior, Thomas Lodge, 41*2, 44, 51, 64
Murray River district (New South Wales), 47-9, 192
M uny Jerry (run), 58, 66. 70, 75, 77-8, 108, 129, 131
Muttley, Henry, Tl
Mylne, Agnes Helena see Wansey, Agnes Helena
Mylne, Alastair Douglas, A
Mylne, Alastair Thomas, A
Mylne, Alexander Daniel, A
Mylne, Algernon, 217; A
Mylne, Alison, A
Mylne, Anne, 189, 217; A
Mylne, Charles Kinloch, 216
Mylne, David Paul, A
Mylne, Ethel M see Ogilvie, Ethel M
Mylne, George Thomas, A
Mylne, Graham Andrew, A
Mylne, Graham Douglas, 90-2, 98, 124, 173, 183, 212-13, 
215-18, 222, 228; A 
Mylne, Graham Edward, A
Mylne, Graham Ernest, 1-2, 92, 188-9, 211-18, 220, 222-8; A 
Mylne, Graham Jasper, 223, 225; A 
Mylne, Helena, A
Mylne, Helena Maud see White, Helena Maud
Mylne, Helena Simpson, 7, 28-9, 35-6, 39, 56, 58, 61, 64-5,
68, 72, 74, 77, 83, 85, 88, 90-2, 96, 102, 124, 146-7, 170,173,
183, 188-90, 199, 211-12, 215-18, 224, 226-30; A
Mylne, Isa bell, A
Mylne, James Alan, A
Mylne, Jenna Lee, A
Mylne, Joshua Scott, AMylne, Kathleen Anastasia see 
Cameron, Kathleen Anastasia 
Mylne, Kathleen Ruth see Pauli, Kathleen Ruth 
Mylne, Lee, A
Mylne, Lucinda M argaret, A 
Mylne, Margaret, A
Mylne, M argaret Lilian see Galwey, M argaret Lilian
Mylne, Mary, A
Mylne, Matthew John, A
Mylne, Nicola, A
Mylne, Nina see Champion, Nina
Mylne, Nina Beatrice, 92, 189, 217; A
Mylne, Patricia Ann see G ardener, Patricia Ann
Mylne, Peter James, A
Mylne, Sheila Anne see Sutherland, Sheila Anne 
Mylne, Sophia Jane, A
Mylne, Thomas Herbert, 92,189, 213-14, 217; A
Mylne, Timothy Ernest, A
Mylne, William, 106, 216, 218
Mylne family, 98, 102, 124, 212, 216-17, 224, 228-30
Mylneford (station), 92, 212-16, 236-7
N
Namlea (Indonesia), 209
Napoleonic Wars, 1800-1814, 10
Nash, G ertrude May Bygrove see White, G ertrude May
Bygrove
Nathan Sir Matthew, 228 
Navarino (ship), 149 
Ned (Aboriginal stockman), 186 
Nerang (Queensland), 33, 135-6 
Nerang Street (Southport), 135
Nerang Heads (Queensland) see Labrador (Queensland) 
Nerang River (Queensland), 130-2 
New Caledonia, 184
New England district (New South Wales), 45, 61-2 
New Farm (Brisbane), 46, 234, 244 
New Ross (Ireland), 5, 231-2, 240, 247
New South Wales
see also Queensland 
governors
Denison, Sir William, 66-7 
Phillip, A rthur, 29 
immigration, 6-7,11,24-6,35,59,63 
labour conditions, 55,57-9,62-3,64,67, 71 
land tenure, 39-41, 49,65-6,105 
police, 40 
population, 26t 38 
religion, 30( 38
see also under the names of particular denominations 
schook, 28-3 L 39,56,156,183,185,190,203,206-7,213 
see also under the names of particular schools 
separation (Queensland), L 8 2 ,85,88,245 
Chief Commissioner of Crown Lands, 50 
I J M *  « » h iM a  e(C
Church Act or 1836, 30 
Crown Lands Act o f 1839, 39-40 
Real Property A ct of 1862, 49 
W aste Lands Act of 1846, 40. 153 
Legislative Council, 45,151
New South Wales government gazette, 41, 43, 50, 130-1, 
152, 154-5
New York (cily), 69
New Zealand, 118,167, 233
New Zealand Cup (horse race), 205
Newburgh, Roger de, Earl of Warwick, A
Newcastle (New South Wales), 244
Newtown (Ireland), 8, 14-15, 46
Niall (station), 203
Nicols, G N, 67
Nicholson, James, 23
Nicholson, Lydia, 23
Nicholson, Sir Charles, 88-9
Nicholson, Doris M orisset see White, Doris Morisset 
Nicholson, Sarah see Pike Sarah 
Nicolls, Kathleen see Mylne, Kathleen 
Nindooinbah (station), 146-7, 150,152, 163 
area, 149,152-4,158 
homestead, 148,153-4,158-9,163-6 
location, 148,152-3
occupants, 4L 43-4,103,112,124,129-30,144,
148-52,154,156-9,162-5,190, 238 
origin of name, 148n 
sale, 150-L 158,166 
stock, 149,152,154,158 
subdivision, 152-3,159,165-6 
Normandy (France), 21 
Normans in England, 35 
North, William, 41, 43-4, 51 
North, J  F, 51
N orth Australia Club (Ipswich), 83
N orthern argus (Rockhampton), 246
Northumberland (county), 28
Nulla Nulla (station), 193, 197-8, 200-L 203
Nunnington (residence), 156
Nutting, Kathleen, 112-15
Nymboida (station), 237 o
O ’Connell Sir Maurice, 89 
O ’Connor, T, 35 
Odo, bishop of Bayeux, 22 
Offaly (county), 44, 46
Ogilvie, A nn Dorothy see Carter, Ann Dorothy
Ogilvie, Beryl, A
Ogilvie, Bridget, A
Ogilvie, Dominique Elizabeth, A
Ogilvie, Dorothy, A
Ogilvie, E D, 204
Ogilvie, Edward Douglas, A
Ogilvie, Elizabeth Catherine see Pocock, Elizabeth
Catherine
Ogilvie, Ethel Beatrice, A
Ogilvie, Ethel Maud, 92, 189, 217; A
Ogilvie, Fiona, A
Ogilvie, Florinda Katharine, A
Ogilvie, Gillian Carsling see Drey, Gillian Carsling
Ogilvie, Griselda Mary see Carson, Griselda Mary
Ogilvie, Helena Maudsee White, Helena Maud
Ogilvie, John David, A
Ogilvie, John Mylne, A
Ogilvie, Judith Gytha see Wallace, Judith Gytha 
Ogilvie, Mary Alison see Cuppaidge, Mary Alison
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Ogilvie, Nina Eileen we Andenon, Nina Eileen 
Ogilvie, Olivia Katharine, A
Ogilvie, Victoria Doughai aee McCaDum, Victoria Douglai
Ogilvie, William F, 204, 215, 217; A
Ogilvie, William Loudoun, A
Ogilvie family, 213
Ogfr W A, 245-6
Opal* and Agatea (book), 83-4, 172 
Orange Free State (South Africa), 249 
Orange«, 176 
Orient (ship), 25
Ormiaton House (reaidence), 187-8, 218 
Oamond, Anthony, B 
Osmond, Suaan, B
O’Sullivan, Cathie see Dumaresq, Cathie 
Otway, Cape see Cape Otaway (Victoria)
Oxford University, 92, 177 
Oxley(Brisbane), 217 
Oysters, 181, 186-7
P
Page, Antbea see Howard, Antbea
Page, Caroline see Wilson, Caroline
Page, Deidre Gilbert, A
Page, Kathleen see Waller, Kathleen
Page, Michael, A
Paget, Sir Walter, 32
Palestine, 208
Parker, Daphne Irene see White, Daphne Irene 
Parramatta (New South Wales), 30, 39, 156, 190, 203, 206-7 
Pascoe, Beryl Lockwood, 240-1, 249; B 
Pascoe, Crawford, B 
Pascoe, Monty G C, 249; B
Pascoe, Ruth Emerton see Townsend, Ruth Emerton 
Panshanger (station), 203, 207 
Passion fruit, 176
Pastoral Leases Act of 1869 (Queensland), 138, 141 
Pauli, Christina Kathleen see Merriman, Christine 
Kathleen
Pauli, Jane Olivia see Grieve, Jane Olivia 
Pauli, Kathleen Ruth, 226; A 
Pauli, Margaret see Mylne, Margaret 
Pauli, Nicola Margot, A 
Pauli, Peter, A
Pauli, Prudence Eleanor see Graham, Prudence Eleanor 
Pauli, Sally Rose see Wright, Sally Rose 
Pavitt, Jennifer Esther see Munro, Jennifer Esther 
Pax Britannica, 18 
Peaches, 176
Pearce, James C, 41, 43, 51 
Pearls, 58
Peel, Alice Clementine, A
Peel, John Richard, A
Peel, Penelope Duckett, A
Pembroke, Richard de Clare, 2nd earl of, 4
Penrose, Elizabeth, 15
Pernambuco (Brazil), 126
Perpetual Trustee Co Ltd (London), 223
Perry River see Tallebudgera River (Queensland)
Petase, Charles, 163 
Pense, De Burgh, 112-13 
Persse, Margaret see Hockey, Margaret 
Persse, Michael, 157
Persse, Prudence Anne see McConnel, Prudence Anne 
Persse, Robert De Burgh, 166 
Perth, 208
Philipstown (Ireland), 8, 14, 17 
Phillip, Arthur, 29 
Physiotherapy, 235 
Pickering, R, 51 
Pickering, William, 84 
Piggott, P, 246
Pike, (uncle), 1-2, 6-7, 22, 27, 79-80
Pike, Ann, 13
Pike, Anne, 23
Pike, Betsy, 64-5
Pike, Ebenezer, 13, 23-4
Pike, Ebenezer (d. 1785), 23
Pike, James Nicholson, 23
Pike, Jonathan, 23
Pike, Joseph, 23
Pike, Lydia, 23
Pike, Richard, 23
Pike, Sarah, 23
Pike, William, 23
Pike family, 13, 22-4
Pike and Pease’s Bank (Cork), 1, 6, 22
Pirn, Maty see Simpson, Mary (Pirn)
Pimpama (run), 75, 96,129,132-4, 239 
Pimpama River (Queensland), 133 
Pitts, C W, 41, 43-4, 51 
Pittsworth (Queensland), 235 
Plain Creek (Queensland), 108 
Plantations
Helensvale, 146 
TowMvale, 106, 113, 120, 151 
Platell, William, 145 
Pleuropneumonia, 97-8, 100, 103, 106 
Plunkett, Thomas, 114 
Plymouth (England), 24, 2* 46 
Pocock, Elizabeth Catherine, A 
Pocock, Georgina, A 
Pocock, Michael, A 
Pocock, Perigrine, A 
Pocr, Judith de la see Duckett, Judith 
Poer, Pierce de la, 17 
Poincianas, 176 
Poonah (ship), 126
Port Curtis district (Queensland), 63, 85, 233, 236, 246-7
Port Denison see Bowen
Port Jackson (New South Wales), 45-6
Port Macquarie (New South Wales), 69, 242
Port Phillip (Victoria), 126
Port Phillip (electoral district), 34, 45
Potato famine see Ireland • History - Potato famine
Potts Point (Sydney), 206
Power of attorney, 66-7, 69-70,121-2
Prairie district (Queensland), 202
Pratten, 153
Preston, James, 107
Price Street (Nerang), 136
Prince, H, 245-6
Pring, Ratcliffe, 82, 89
Pratten, G L, 136
Prior, Thomas Lodge Murray see Murray Prior, Thomas 
Lodge
Prisoners of war
Ambon Island (Indonesia), 207-10 
Public Library (Melbourne) see State Library of Victoria 
Purrot, Barbara see Elton, Barbara 
Pym, Ann see Pike, Ann 
Pym, Samuel
Q
Quakers see Society of Friends 
Queensland, 1, 3, 82
aee also New South Wales
economic conditions, 10L 108,11(1116,159,167
®0V*rBwen, Sir George, 82-3, 87-8, 90-1, 170-L 215-16 
Campbell, Sir Walter, 229 
Nathan, Sir Matthew, 228 
immigration, 10L 114 
labour conditions, 95,106-7 
land tenure, 85-8,105,138-41 
police, 184
politics and government, 82,85-9 
premiers
Douglas, John, 139 
Griffith, Sir Samuel, 138, 140 
Herbert, Sir Robert, 82, 84, 91, 98, 171, 177 
Lilley, Sir Charles, 138 
Mackenzie, Sir Robert, 82 
Thom, George, 139 
royal visits, 110 
schools, 16L 166-7,204 
separation, 1859 L 82,85,8K 245 
Queensland.
Department of Lands, 235 
Department of Mines, 168 
Laws, statutes, etc
Crown Lands Act of 1884,138, 140 
Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1868, 107-9,115-16, 
130,138,141, 152, 190, 246 
Homestead Areas Act of 1872, 138-9 
Immigration Act of 1869, 139 
Leasing Act of 186<L 101 
Pastoral Leases Act of 1869, 138, 141 
Real Property Act of 1861, 49 
Parliament.
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Legislative Assembly, 82-3, 86-8, 106, 138, 213, 215 
Select Committee on the Operation of the 
Polynesian Labourera Act of 1868,107 
Legislative Council, 82,86-9,106,150; 172,215 
Supreme Court, 140; 234 
Queensland (ship), 95 
Queensland Club (Brisbane), 83-4, 125,172 
Queensland Country Womens Association, 226-30 
Queensland government gazette, 158 
Queensland National Bank, 145,162, 235 
Queensland State Archives (Brisbane), 151-4,193-202 
Quinn, James, Bishop of Brisbane, 114
R
Rabbits, 18
Racing, 204-5, 237, 239 
Rafa (Palestine), 207 
Raff, George, 107 
Ramsay, 51 
Rafter family, 114 
Ramleh (station), 143 
Rankin, John, 41 
Rathdowney (Queensland), 143 
Rawlins, William, 84 
Read family, 127
Real Property Act of 1861 (Queensland), 49 
Real Property Act of 1862 (New South Wales), 49 
Red Bluff (station), 193, 195, 200-1 
Reid, Dorothy Pamela see White, Dorothy Pamela 
Reid family, 127 
Religion, 30; 38
see also under the names of particular denominations 
Residences
Ardnahue, also Ardnashire 8, 15
Beaudescrt Park, 35
Belle Vue, 15
Black Rock Castle, 12
Boake Field, 15
Cahirbloing Abbey, 11
Como, 92, 215
Dawson Court, 15
Duckettsgrove, 5,14-20
Ford Lodge, 18
Glen Eagles, 151
Glenlong, 168
Grange Lodge, 23
Guthree Castle, 212-13
Hermitage, 218, 240, 248
Hilkrest, 223
Hillview, 168
Jamescourt, 4
The Knoll, 238-9
Lota, 6,12,172-3,175
L ou House, 1,12. 82, 107,120, 124,166-7, 170-78,
180-9, 199, 211-14, 217-27, 229-30
Milltown House, 18
Moate Castle, 3-4,13, 23
Montpelier, 215, 226
Nunnington, 156
Ormiston House, 187-8, 218
Rollo, 156
Rosemount, 4
Russeltown Park, 17
Tingalpa House, 173
Tubber (run), 4-5,132
Warraby, 160
White Suunton Manor, 166,169, 183 
Woodview Cottage, 70 
Reywood Kerwards and Company, 86 
Richards, John Roberts, 196-9 
Richardson, John, 44, 51 
Richardson, William, 161 
Richmond district (New South Wales), 27 
Richmond River district (New South Wales), 7 
Richter, William, 135 
Rimbanda (station), 194, 201 
Rinderpest, 100 
Robert, comte de Mortain, 22 
Roberts, D F, 83-4
Roberts Leu and Barnett (solicitors), 236
Robertson, Anne, 15
Robertson, Annie see White, Annie
Robertson, John, 15
Robinson, Abigail, 13, 23
Robinson, Alfred, 68, 71, 78-9, 81
Robinson, Anthony, 13, 23, 60, 69,112
Robinson, Anthony George, 70, 72,126
Robinson, Arthur Anthony, 36, 86-7,104,143,146,162,
14, 219
Robinson, Francis, 126-7 
Robinson, Frank, 72-3, 126 
Robinson, Frederick William, 70 
Robinson, George, 44-6
Robinson, George (1811-79), 12-13, 36, 46, 52, 126,146,
157
correspondence, 46-9,54-82,8491,93-112,115-24,
129,135,137,156-8; 232-3 
employment, 46-7,50
holdings, 13,24,33-4,36.40,44,50-2,66-7,76,87,94,99,
103,107,115,119,121-5,141-3
immigration, 46,120-2,125,127
marriage, 58,62,64
residences» S i 144
Robinson, Hannah Phelps [11, 45, 46, 70
Robinson, Hannah Phelps [2], 70
Robinson, Huldab Nicholson, 70; 126, 144
Robinson, James Phelps, 13, 33-5, 41-51, 72
Robinson, John, 68, 71, 78-9, 81
Robinson, Lydia, 44-6, 54,69, 125-8
Robinson, Lydia Jane, 645, 69, 72, 74, 77, 79, 81, 85-6, 88,
91,94, 96, 9R 100; 102, 104, 108,110; 112, 117-18,120-1,
126-7,144
Robinson, Mary see Wingate, Mary 
Robinson, Sarah see White, Sarah 
Robinson, Susan, 56, 64 
Robinson, W P, 60, 91
Robinson family, 13, 44, 54. 72, 77, 79, 85-6, 94, 104, 108,
112,121-2, 124, 126-7, 143-4, 231
Rockhampton (Queensland), 90, 233-4, 250
Rollo (residence), 156
Roma (Queensland), 215, 218
Roots (station), 246
Rosebrook (sUtion), 41, 42-4
Rosemount (residence), 4
Rosewood (sUtion), 41, 43-4
Ross, John, 43-4
Ross Vale (sUtion), 43-4, 59
Routley, Ruth see Graham, Ruth (Routly)
Rowland, Robert, 42
Royal Australian Air Force see Australia Royal Australian 
Air Force
Royal Australian Navy see Australia Royal Australian 
Navy
Royal Bank of Australia, 4, 45, 48
Royal Consort (ship), 24, 26
Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, 170
Russell, Deborah see White, Deborah
Russeltown Park (residence), 17
Ruthning, H LE, 189
Rutland (Church of Ireland), 19s
St Anne Sbanton (Ireland), 11, 24
St Clare’s Church (Graiguecullen), 18
St Hippo (horse), 205
St James Cathedral (Townsville), 236
St John’s Church of England (Brisbane), 38, 156
St Lawrence (Queensland), 193
St Mary’s Convent (Beaudesert), 145-6
St Stephen’s Church of England (Sydney), 156
Saladin Hockey), 214
Samson Vale (sUtion), 41, 43-4
San Cristobal Island (Vanuatu), 69
Sanderson, Derek, A
Sanderson, Daphne, A
Sandhurst (England), 92, 217
Sandwich Island (Vanuatu), 106
Sandy Creek (Queensland), 201
SanU Gertrudis cattle, 193
Sarabab (run), 129-30; 152,155-6,158
Seal, Mrs, 127
School of Mines (Charters Towers) see Charters Towers 
School of Mines
Scone (New South Wales), 9,157
Scott, Alexander, 41,43
Scott, Dallas, 209-10
Scott, Gideon, 4L 42-4, 51
Selection see Land settlement
Separation - Queensland see Queensland - Separation,
1859
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Sepoy rebellion, 1857-1858, 92, 213-16 
Seymour, C  C, 151 
Sband, Rupert, 222 
Shanghai (China), 208 
Sheeby, James, 78-9
Sheep, 46-9,57. 63, 74, 76,100-1,113,149-50, 152,154-5, 
161, 191-2, 203, 211, 213, 224-* 244 
Shepherds, 47, 55, 191, 213 
Ships
Black diamond, 114 
Black friar, 65 
Boomerang, 244 
T he Brothers, 150 
Camperdown 73, 231-2 
Clio, 82
Cornubia, 45, 216 
Dandenong, 127 
Don Juan, 151 
Dunbar, 92, 212-13, 216 
Eagle, 63
Erin-go-bragh, 114 Piety star, 114 
Himalaya, 25 
Honduras, 150 
India, 61 
King Oscar, 106 
Lightning, 65 
Lom a Doon, 146 
M aty Anne, 25 
Navarino, 149 
O rient, 25 
Poo nab, 126 
Queensland, 95 
Royal Consort, 24, 26 
Velocity, 47 
W anderer, 46, 52-6, 69 
Short S treet (Nerang), 136 
Siganto, John, 146 
Simpson, George, 11 
Simpson, Henty, 2
Simpson, James, 2, 11-12, 55, 59, 64, 68, 72-3, 79, 86, 89-91.
100-1. 104. 124. 177
Simpson, Jane see W hite, Jane
Simpson, Maty, 9,11, 25
Simpson, M aty (Pirn), 11-12
Simpson, M aty Anne, 2
Simpson, Robert, 9,11, 25
Simpson, Stephen, 36, 89,154
Simpson family, 11-12
Sir Edward M anden  T ooth Memorial Home for the Aged
(Brisbane), 224, 230
Skelton, 246
Skinner, John A, 28
Smart, Georgina Maty, A
Smart, John, A
Smart, Julia, A
Smart, Phillipa Ruth, A
Smith, Constance M aty see White, Contance Maty
Smith, Shepherd, 83-4
S mythe, Kate see Carter, Kate
Society o f  Friends, 2, 4, 6, 8, 11, 13, 45, 69, 216
Somerset (England), 166,183
South African W ar, 1899-1902, 207, 249
South Brisbane, 38, 235, 244
South Sea Islanden in Australia, 35, 47,105-7, 113, 120, 
124, 151, 174-5, 181, 184, 213-14
tee also under the name of particular South Sea Islanders 
Southampton (England), 61
Southport (Queensland), 33, 75,134, 136,156,160, 162, 236, 238 
Spain, 173
Sparowe, Peo Clinton see W hite, Peo Clinton 
Spear grass, 192 
Spears, 39
Spring Creek (Queensland), 108, 145-6
Staffordshire (England), 32, 35
Stanley (county), 59, 62, 65-6
Star o f  the Sea Convent (Southport), 135
State Library o f Victoria (M elbourne), 127
Stations
Alma, 245-6
Amby Downs, 98, 213, 215, 218
Ballyhew, 245
Ban Ban, 193-4, 201, 248
Beaudescrt, 3,13, 24, 31-7. 39, 41-5, 49, 78, 80-1, 83, 
85-6, 89, 93-4, 96-112,115-25, 127-30, 141-6, 148-9, 
156,159, 170,174,189-90, 212-13, 218, 231-2, 234, 
238-40, 247
Beaudescrt (N orth Q ueensland), 203, 211, 224 
Belkrect, 9,157 
Bibbenluke, 48-9 
Bird Bush, 193-4, 200-1
Bluff Downs, 3,178,185,187,189-206, 217, 224,
226,236,238-9
Booubyjan, 149
Bromelton, 41-2, 44, 51. 95,147,150, 238 
Buaraba, 42
Burton Vale see Tambourine Calliope, 234, 240, 246 
Canal Creek, 49 
Cararra, 241, 245, 247 
Chance Hays, 193, 195, 200-1 
Colinton, 41-2, 44, 238-9Coombabah, 58, 66, 70, 75, 97-8, 108,129, 133-4, 239
C o om en , 239
Cooyar, 41-2, 44. 51
Cressbrook, 4L 43-4
Crows Nest, 51
CurragiDa, 202, 204, 207
D alhunty Plains, 41-2, 44
Darbaiara, 207
Dotswood, 193
D u gandan, 41,44
Duandjan, 44
Dungogie, 58, 66, 70, 97, 108,130 
Durundur, 41-2, 44 
Eatan swill see Mybieford 
Eskdale, 41, 43-4 Eulolo, 33, 203, 211, 224 
Eungella, 156 
Panning River, 193 
Fassifem, 41-2 
The Firs see G tenions 
Franklyn Vale see Laidley Plains 
Gigoomgan, 161-2,166-7 
Gimboomba see Jimboomba 
Glen Orm iston, 21L 224 
Glen Prairie, 193, 234 G lenlong 167 
Grantham , 41, 43-4, 51 
Helidon, 41, 43-4 
Ilparran, 204, 215, 217 
Iamalia, 143 
Jelbyn, 143
Jimboomba, 4L 43-4, 95 
Jim bour, 101
K eny, 43-4, 51, 64, 103, 113, 129-30,147,152,154-8
Kilcoy, 41, 43-4, 51
Laidley Plains, 4L 43-5, 49
Lara, 143
M afra, 47-8
Malmesbury, 193, 196, 201
M aroon, 147
Maryvale, 191-2
Maxwelton, 245-6
Melcombe, 41, 43-4, 51
M iranda Downs, 193
M oogerah, 43-4, 55, 59
M orel ma, 207
M ount Alexander, 59
M ount Barker, 156
M ount Brisbane, 41-2, 44
M ount Esk. 4L  43-4, 51
M ount Flinders, 4L 43
M undoolun, 33-4, 4 4 ,148r9,151,163,166
M uny Jerry, 58, 66, 70, 75, 97-8,108,129,131
Mylneford, 212-16 236-7
NiaH, 209
Nindooinbah, 41, 43-4,103, 112,124,129-30,
144, 147-54,156-66,190, 238 
Nulla Nula, 199, 197-8, 200-1, 203 
Nymboida, 237 
Panshanger, 203, 207 
Pimpama, 75, 129, 132-4, 239 
Ramleb, 143
Red Bluff, 193,195, 200-1 
Rimbanda, 193-4, 201 
Roots, 245-6
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Rom  Vale, 43-4,59 Rœebrook, 4L 43-4 Rosewood, 41,43-4 
Samson Vale, 4 t  43-4 Sarabah, 1» , 152,155-6,158 
Stoodieigh, 234 Stratbñetd, 33,203 Strathmore, 193 
Tabletop, M tTabra galba, 43-4,113,129,146-7,240,243-5
Taime Law, 4L 43-4Tsilegulls, 196419,200-1
Tambourine, 4L 43-4,9L 9R 112-13,147,164,233-4,240,242-3Tamrookum, 41-2,44, 112,147,156,163-4
Tarampa, 42,44
Taroom, 4L 43,167
Telemon, 41-2,44,5L 113,117Ten thill, 4L 434
Teviot, 149Thomgrcwe, 193,195-6,201 Thylungra, 238-9 
Toomba, 202-3,205,207 
Tubber, 58,66,70 75,97-8,106,129,131-2,146 Undullah, 145 
Vanrook, 193 Wandovale, 193 
Warenda, 162 
Whiteside, 4L 434 Wigton, 245-6 
Wivenhoe, 4L 434,51 Woodlands, 207 
Wooroora, 126 Woroon, 245 
Yellow Hoto, 1434 Yoorgaga, 237 Yugilbar, 204,213,217 
Steel, Thomas, 79 
Stephen, King of England, 32 Stephen, Maty, 234-5; A 
Stephen, Milner, AStock Exchange (Charters Towers) see Charters Towers 
Stock ExchangeStockmen, 57, 62,67-8, 81,116,162, 166-7, 186, 207, 237 Stone, 177
Stpodieigh (station), 234The stoiy of the Whites o f Bluff Downs (manuscript), 3 Stratbfield (station), 33, 203 
Strathmore (station), 193Strongbow see Pembroke, Richard de Clare, 2nd earl of 
Stuart, Henry, 145 Stumm, Charlies, 189Sugar growing, 7, 99, 104-5, 108, 118-20,12S, 146, 206, 214, 236; 248-9
Sugunasabesan, Ramalingam, A Summers, Janet see Duckett, Janet Summers, Samuel, 15Summers, Sarah see Duckett, Sarah (Summers)Surveying, 94-5,101, 105,115-19, 144, 152-3, 171 
Sutherland, Hamish Alistair Mylne, A Sutherland, Ilona, ASutherland, Iubel Mary see Castle, Isabel Mary 
Sutherland, James Alan, A Sutherland, Sheila Anne, 217, 225, 229-30; A 
Suttor, William Henry, 32-3, 49 Swimming, 181Sydney, ¿ 7 , 24-5, 27, 29, 34, 47, 49, 52, 56-7, 63, 65, 67, 70, 
72, 79, 84, 88, 92-3, 95, 11R 113, 127, 149-50, 156,175, 182-3,185, 206-8, 215-16, 225, 235, 242, 244T
Tabletop (station), 205
Tabragalba (station), 434, 113, 129, 146-7, 240, 243-5 Tabuteau, Phillipe É, 29 
Taime Law (station), 41, 43-4 
Talebois, Agnes de, A  Tallai Road (Gold Coast), 131 Tallebudgera(Gold Coast), 33,135 Taliebudgera River (Queensland), 130-1 Tallegulla (station), 196-9, 200-1 
Tallow, 48, 55, 57, 70-1, 73, 87, 214 
see abo Boiling down works
Tambourine (station), 41, 434, 91, 98,112-13,147, 164, 233-4, 240, 242-3
Tambourine Village (Queensland), 114
Tamrookum (station), 41-2, 44,112,147,156,163-4
Tannymorel (Queensland), 235Tarampa (station), 42, 44
Taroom (statioa), 41, 43,167Tasmania, 26, 35.93, 172, 203, 207
Taylor, James, 243
Telemon (statioo), 41-2, 44, 5L 113,117 TenthiU (statioo), 41, 43-4 
Teviot (statioo), 149 Thargomindah (Queensland), 156 ThelwaU, J  S, 51 
Thirkell-Johnston, Andrew, A 
Thirkell-Johnston, Anna, A 
Thirkell-Johnston, Diana, A Thirkell-Johnston, Hugh, A 
Thirkell-Johnston, Ian, A Thirkell-Johnston, Roderick, AThompson, Maria Georgina see Duckett, Maria Georgina
Thompson, Tbeophilus, 18Thom, George, 4L 434, 139
Thorn borough College (Charters Towers), 204Thome, Miss, 127
Thom grove (station), 193,195-6, 201 
Thuran, Augusta, 189 Thylungra (station), 238-9 
Timber industry, 113-14,137,145 Tin mines and mining, 124 
Tina Street (Beaudesert), 147 Tingalpa (Brisbane), 129,170-1,173 
Tingalpa (parish), 171Tingalpa Church of England (Brisbane), L 168, 177, 182, 187-8, 215
Tingalpa Creek (Brisbane), 17L 221
Tingalpa House (residence), 173Toomba (station), 202-3, 205, 207Toowomba (Queensland), 5,166-7,178, 218, 223, 234-5,240-1, 248-50
Toowoomba Grammar School, 166, 235
Topographical dictionary of Ireland, 8Towns, Robert, 35, 44, 93-4, 96, 102-5, 107, 109, 112-13,
117,12R 13R 150-3,157-9, 234Townsend, Alexander C, B
Townsend, C, 127
Townsend, Ruth Emerton, 249; BTownsvale (plantation), 106, 113, 120, 151
Townsville (Queensland), 35, 120,123,150,193, 206, 236,249
Townsville Pastoral and Agricultural Society, 203Trans-Siberian Railway, 207Transvaal (South Africa), 249
Trenerty, Eva Doreen see White, Eva DoreenTrent tóver (England), 35Trust Agency Corporation of Australia, 194-5Tubber (Ireland), 4-5, 132Tubber (station! 58, 66, 70, 75, 97-8,106,129, 131-2,146 
Tubber Street fBeaudeMrt), 146Tuckett, Cynthia Ernestine see Bennett, Cyntha Ernestine
Tuckett, Jack Elton, ATuckett, John, 169; A
Tullybrsckqr (Ireland), 9Turner, 127Turner, John, 121Turner, William, 41, 43-4Tweed Heads (New South Wales), 75
Tweed River district (New South Wales), 56, 58, 60, 98,
129,136-7, 238Twofold Bay (New South Wales), 47 
Tyrone (county), 23
u
Uglin (Ireland), 16Unis Creek (Queensland), 161
Uhr, Edmund B, 41, 43-4, 51Undullah (station), 145Union Bank o f Australia, 7R 81,122-3, 248
United Sutes, 5,69, 113
y
Van Diemen's Land see Tasmania Vanrook (sution), 193 Velocity (ship), 47 
Veresdale (Queensland), 113-14, 151 
Vermandoù, Elizabeth, A
Verschner, Gertrude May Bygrove see White, Gertrude 
May
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Bygrove
Victoria, queen of Great Britain, 1819-1901,16 
Victoria, 190-2 
Viking«, 4
Vila Vicosa (Portugal), 10 
Viti (South Sea Islander), 17S
w
W Crosby A Co. see Crosby (W) A Co.
W D White and Sons Limited, 129, 192-3, 21L 224 
Waiwera (New Zealand), 233 
Wales, 4
Walker, Elizabeth see Duckett, Elizabeth 
Walker, W T, 120, 151 
Walker, William Glen, 195-6 
Wallace, Christopher, A 
Wallace, Judith Gytha, A 
Wallace, Nat, A
Wallace, Sarah see Watson, Sarah
Waller, Gary, A
Waller, Kathleen, A
Walsh, William, 114
Wanderer (ship), 46, 52, 56, 69
Wandovale (station), 193
Wangemburra (Aboriginal people), 146, 243-5
Wansey, Agnes Helena, 221-3, 226; A
Wansey, Alexandra, A
Wansey, Carol, A
Wansey, Emma, A
Wansey, Helena, A
Wansey, James, 222; A
Wansey, James Hugo, A
Wansey, Julia see Smart, Julia
Wansey, Kathleen, A
Wansey, Mary, A
Wansey, Rebecca, A
War of the Rosea, 1455-1485, 10
Warenda (station), 162
Warner, C J, 143-4
Warraby (residence), 160
Warren, Andrew, B
Warren, Anne, B
Warren, Annie Elsie see Graham, Annie Elsie
Warren, Katherine Jill, B
Warren, Kelwyn John, B
Warren, T, 127
Warwick (Queensland), 205
Wass, 127
Waste Lands Act of 1846 (New South Wales), 40, 153
Waterford (county), 15, 17
Waterford (Queensland), 114
Waterloo Bay (Brisbane), 188
Watkins, John, 133
Watson, Henry, 25
Watson, John, A
Watson, R, 44
Watson, Rory, A
Watson, Sarah, A
Watson, Susan see Dumaresq, Susan 
Webb, T H, 8, 12 
Weinholt, 162
Welsford, Anne see Mills, Anne 
Western, Capt, 24 
Western Australia, 162 
Westmeath (county), L 3, 5, 7, 13 
Westmoreland (England), 13-14, 16 
Wexford (county), 5, 231-2, 240, 247 
Whiskey, 59-60
White, A Geoffrey D, 173, 193, 206 
White, Abigail see Fitzberbert, Abigail 
White, Adrian Eaglie, 162; A 
White, Aileen, 239; B
White, Albert William Duckett, 33, 38-9, 58-9, 61, 69, 72,
74, 77, 98-100, 102, 104, 111, 124, 146, 183-7, 189-90, 194-9,
202-3, 205-6, 21L 217-21, 224, 236, 239, 249; A
White, Alexander Broderick Duckett, A
White, Alexander Geoffrey Duckett, 208; A
White, Alexander William Duckett, 166, 223, 237; A
White, Allan Ernest Duckett, 166-7, 233; A
White, Angus Duckett, 206; A
White, Ann Robina Duckett see Bucknell, Ann Robina
Duckett
White, Anna Maria see Mant, Anna Maria 
White, Annabel Fairfax, A 
White, Annie, 250; B
White, Annie Ernestine see Elton, Annie Ernestine
White, Anthony, A
White, Anthony Duckett, A
White, Anthony Robinson, 5, 8; A
White, Benjamin, 8; A
White, Benjamin (b.1981), A
White, Bradley, A
White, Brenda, A
White, Sir Bmdenell, 157
White, Catherine see Wildschut, Catherine
White, Christopher Duckett, 206; A
White, Constance Mary, 207-8; A
White, Daphne Irene, A
White, Deborah, 8; A
White, Devon Sean, A
White, Dianna Mary see Arnold, Dianna Mary
White, Dominic Broderick Duckett, A
White, Sir Dominick, 10
White, Doris Morisset, A
White, Dorothy Pamela, A
White, Duckett, 232, 236-7; B
White, Elizabeth, 11
White, Elizabeth Megan Duckett, A
White, Emily (1838-41), 9, 24, 27, 29; A
White, Emily (1843-44?), 29; A
White, Emma, 206, 236, 249; A
White, Ernest, 1-2, 6  9. 24, 27, 36, 55, 57-9, 61-2, 64-5,
68-9, 72-4, 77-8, 81-2, 95, 97-9, 103, 105, 11L 124, 129, 136,
141-7, 156, 158-61, 164, 167, 170, 190, 194-9, 202, 211, 216,
218, 22R 224, 238; A
White, Ernest Eaglie Gordon, 168; A
White, Ernest Eaglesfield, 159-60,165-8, 219, 248; A
White, Ernest Edward Duckett, 5, 84,178,185-6, 188,
192-3, 202-8, 217, 226; A
White, Bva Doreen, 168; A
White, Fanny, 178-80,184,186, 203, 206; A
White, Feo Clinton, A
White, Frances Mary, A
White, Gail see Daws-Smith, Gail
White, Geoffrey Duckett, 207-8; A
White, George, 1-2, 5-6, 8. 59, 62, 72-9, 81, 85, 91, 98, 101,
105, 218, 231-4, 236, 238, 240, 247-8, 250; A; B
White, Georgina sec Graham, Georgina, 218
White, Gertrude May Bygrove, A
White, Gillian Duckett see Johns, Gillian Duckett
White, Grace, 223
White, Grace Duckett sec McConnel, Grace Duckett 
White, Grace Hope, 239; A 
White. Grace Robina, 166-8, 221-3, 225; A 
White, Harold Albert Duckett, 178, 203, 206-8 
White, Harold Duckett, 207-8; A 
White, Helena Maud, 188, 204, 207, 217, 226; A 
White, Helena Simpson see Mylne, Helena Simpson 
White, Henry, A
White, Henry (1809-99), 8, 59. 62, 65, 73,105, 231; A
White, Hilda Nance, 250; B
White, Ian Eaglie, 168, 188; A
White, Sir Ignatius, 10
White, Dona Duckett, A
White, J Warren, 157
White, Jane, 1-2, 4, 6, 8-9,11-12, 14, 24-5, 27-8, 36, 38, 44,
51, 54-6, 58, 60-1, 64-5, 68-9, 72, 74, 76, 82, 85-6, 88-91, 94,
96, 96, 100, 102, 104, 108, 110, 112, 117, 120-2, 124, 146,
170-2, 175-7, 187-9, 212, 215-16, 218, 232-4, 240; A
White, Jane (mr 1775), 14-15, 132; A
White, Jean Anne, 237; B
White, John (b 1779), 8, 13-14;A
White, John (b 1800?), 8; A
White, John Ernest Duckett, A
White, John Warren, 9-10
White, Judy Frances Duckett see Macartbur, Judy
Frances Duckett
White, Julia Boyd, 1, 5, 231-4, 236, 238, 240, 247-8, 250; A; 
B
White, Julia Rachel, 239; B 
White, June Rose, A 
White, Justin, 206; A 
White, Justin Gouiburn, A 
White, Justin Broderick Duckett, A 
White, Kathleen, 239; B 
White, Kristen, A 
White, Kylie Ann, A 
White, Lauren, A
White, Langrisch Henry, 232, 250; B
266
White, Lilies Maud, 159, 162; A
White, Lynette see Howard, Lynette
White, M argaret Jean, A
White, Marie, A
White, Mark Eaglie, A
White, Mark William Duckett, A
White, Maty, 8
White, Maty (Deaves), 8; A
White, Maty Ann, 14, 15; A
White, Mary A nn (M orrison), A
White, Maud Jane Elsie see Mills, Maud Jane Elsie
White, Michael William Duckett, 84; A
White, Morris, 207
White, Natalie, A
White, Nigel William Duckett, A
White, O tto see White, Grace Robina
White, Penelope Duckett see Peel, Penelope Duckett
White, Peter G eorge Duckett, A
White, Peter Nicholson Duckett, A
White, Rachel, 238-9; B
White, Richard, 9
White, Richard (b 1944), A
White, Robert, 11
White, Robin Bruce Duckett, A
White, Robina Suaan Duckett see Kelly, Robina Susan
Duckett
White, Rosemarie Alice D uckett see A rm strong
Rosemarie
Alice Duckett
White, Ruby, 157
White, Rupert Duckett, A
White, Sadie Eaglie, 168; A
White, Sarah see Graham, Sarah
White, Sarah Robinson, 1, 12-13; A
White, Sarah (Sally), 206; A
White, Sean Thomas Duckett, A
White, Sheila see Barker, Sheila
White, Sbelagb, A
White, Shirley Estelle, A
White, Sophia Broderick Duckett, A
White, Sue, A
White, Susan, A
White, fylvia D uckett see Bassingtbwaigbte, Sylvia Duckett
White, Thomas, 8; A
White, Thomas W arren, 10
White, Vicki see Ayliffe, Vicki
White, W J, 120
White. W alter (m r 1775), 14-15,132; A  
White, W alter (1804-75), 3-5, 8, 14, 59, 62; A 
White, William D uckett (b 1777), 1, 3, 7-8, 12-13, 25; A 
White, William D uckett (1807-93), 6  11, 36, 53-6, 63-5, 
79-80, 82, 84, 90-1, 107, 127, 146-7,157, 159, 170,172,
174-5, 177-87, 213-17, 221, 227, 231-2, 234, 240, 247-8; A 
ancestry, 1-24; A 
appointments, 82,87-9,172,188 
birth, 1 ,4 ,7-& 12 
childhood, 1
correspondence, L 46,54,57-82,84-8,93-112,
15-2S, 129,135,137,156-9,190,212,231,233 
death, 1.7,187-8,199,215,218-19,228 
education, 1-2
employment, 1 ,6  25,28,31,34-6,44,46,55,87 
holdings, 7,13,24,33-5,40,50-3,55,58,68,70, 75-6,
87,94,97,99,103-4,107,109-10,115-16,118-19,
121-3,129-37,141-3,151,153,157-8,171-2,187,
189-90,192-9,202,211,215,219-20,224-5, 238 
immigration, 1-2,6 24-5,27,79 
marriage, 1 -2 ,6 ^ 1 1  
parents, 1,3,7-8
residences, 1-2,6-7,27-8,35,82-3,92,124,170-89 
White, William Duckett (1876-1952), 159-61, 165-8, 217, 
219-23, 225-6
White, William George, 232^238-40; B 
White, William Vyner Duckett, 207-10; A  
White and W atson’s stock and station agency 
(Beaudesert) 238
White Collins and Company see Collins, White and 
Company
White family, 1-3, 5-6, 8-11, 52, 57, 68, 79, 160, 162, 203, 
215-16
White Staunton M anor (residence), 166, 169, 183
White Street (Nerang), 136
Whitley, Judith see Mills, Judith (Whitley)
W hites Road (Brisbane), 223
Whiteside (station), 41, 43-4
W hites town (Ireland) see Ballyneety (Ireland)
Whitting and Company, 240, 242-3
Wickham Terrace (Brisbane), 215
Wicklow (Ireland), 4
Wicklow (county), 4-5, 20
Wide Bay district (Queensland), 161
Wiesner, Richard, 209
Wigton (station), 245-6
Wild sc hut, Catherine, A
Wildschut, Jodi, A
Wildschut, Kym, A
Wildschut, Ron, A
William, baron de Windesore, A
William, 1st earl o f  Surrey, A
William I, king o f England, 14, 20; A
William de W arrenne, earl of W arren, A
William S treet (Beaudesert), 147
Williams, Charles, A
Williams, David, A
Williams, Edward, A
Williams, Elton E, 220
Williams, Felicia, A
Williams, Hugo, A
Williamstown (Victoria), 126
Wilson, Mrs, 127
Wilson, Caroline, A
Wilson, Stephen, A
W ibon, William, 41,43
Windesore, Alexander de A Windesore, M argaret de 
see Duckett, Margaret 
Windesore, William de, A 
Windmills, 222 
Wind eyer, Archibald, 43, 155 
Windeyer, Charles, 43, 155 
Wine, 182, 214 
Wingate, George, 69 
Wingate, Georgina, 127 
Wingate, Mary, 69 
Wingate family, 127 
Wise, Annabel, A  
Wise, Belina Anne, A 
Wise, Ingrid, A  
Wise, Stephen, A
Wisemans Ferry (New South Wales), 30
Wivenhoe (station), 41, 43-4, 51
Wolfhagen, Diana M argaret see Mills, Diana M argaret
Woodview Cottage (residence), 70
Wordsworth, William, 16
Wood, Beryl Lockwood see Pascoe, Beryl Lockwood 
Wood W S9
WoodhiU (Queensland), 152 
Woodlands (station), 207 
Woods, Margaret, 142 
Woodward, Charles Richard Milb, B 
Woodward, Edward, 237 
Wool, 47-8, 113, 244 
W ooroora (station), 126 
World War, 1914-1918, 204, 207-8 
W orongary (Q ueensland), 33,135 
W orongary Creek (Queensland), 131 
W oroon (station), 245 
Wright. 100
Wright, Anglia Peter, A 
Wright, Edward, A  
Wright, Olivia Delbratt, A 
Wright, Sally Rose, A 
Wright, Simon Edward, A 
Wyndesore, Alexander de, A 
Wyndesore, M argery de, A 
Wynnum (Brisbane), 170, 222 
Wynn um Shire Council, 221, 223
Y
Yaldwyn, William Henry,89 
Yamba (Queensland), 237 
Yargarabul (Aboriginal people), 146 
Yellow Hole (station), 143-4 
Yeoman, Fiona see Ogilvie, Fiona 
Yoorgaga (reaidence), 237 
Yore, Michael, 114
Youngman, Elizabeth Vyner see Graham, Elizabeth Vyner 
Yulgilbar (station), 204, 213, 217
“Beaudesert March 5th 1853
Dear George,
I have just received yours o f the 3rd. & 22nd. Sept last. I have 
received several letters from  you but have not written to you 
since you left California & I will be candid & tell you I have 
been in too bad a temper with you from the manner in which 
you left me, telling me you would be home in six weeks, 
afterwards writing that you would send me power o f attorney 
to act fo r  you. Now if I had not been known, Beaudesert would 
have been again on the market, as I had not funds to meet the 
second bill & it is only this season la m  out o f debt....
I have had to work like a galley slave fo r want o f Stockmen. I 
have now an apology fo r one, I have been obliged to bring 
Ernest from school to do the Stockmans work .............”
So wrote William Duckett White to his cousin and partner, George 
Robinson, then in Ireland.
An Early Settler The Duckett White Family in Australia  brings to life the 
story of one of Queensland’s pioneering families. This book traces the lives 
of The Hon. William Duckett White, M.L.C., and his family and details 
his vast cattle runs in South East Queensland, and later at Bluff D ow ns and 
other areas in North Queensland, and the building of Lota House at 
Manly. Containing a wealth of contemporary photographs and many 
previously unpublished maps and letters of historical interest, Michael 
White’s painstakingly researched book will help all local historians, and 
indeed anyone with an interest in Queensland, gain a better understanding 
of life in those early days.
About the Author.
Michael William Duckett White was born in Brisbane in 1939, and was 
educated at The Southport School and the Royal Australian Naval 
College. He pursued a naval career, some of it in submarines, until 1969, 
when as a Lieutenant Commander he resigned his commission to become a 
lawyer.
After completing degrees in Commerce and Law at the University of 
Queensland, he was called to the Queensland Bar in 1974, where he has 
since practiced. He was made a Queens Counsel in 1988.
Michael White has published numerous articles on Law and History, and 
is the author of the definitive “History of Australian Submarines”.
He is Vice-President, and a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society of 
Queensland.
He married Margaret Broderick, also a lawyer, in 1970. They live with 
their three children in Brisbane.
ERRATA for "An Early Settler: The Duckett White Family in Australia" by 
M.W.D.White 
p.l57 1st para 
p.l69 second line 
p.l69 third line 
p.l88 first para, line 5 
p.212 first and second lines 
p.216 fourth para 
p.218 last para lines 10 and 11 
p.240 Footnote 39 
delete lines 4, 5, 6 and 7, and insert after 
"remarried" the words "by then married to 
Birdwood Mant. Anna's sister Ruby was not 
married to any of the Duckett Whites but to 
John Warren White (Junior) a brother of the 
soldier Brudenell White, later General Sr Cyril 
Brudenell Bingham White KCB, KCVO,DS)." 
insert between "Frederick Elton'' the word 
"Bayard" and add footnote "born 3rd May 1854 
at Nellore, Madras, India''. 
delete ''Aldredhyl'' and insert "Albedyhll'' 
before the word "Lata" delete ''before" and 
insert "after" 
delete the words "Mangrove, near Gosford", 
and insert the words "or near Sydney''. 
delete the word ''Ernest" and insert the word 
"Douglas" in two places in the first and third lines. 
delete the words ''lived there whilst Ormiston 
House was being built" and insert the words 
"later bought Ormiston House". 
delete present note and insert:" Sheela Nora. 
born 10 July, 1901. Queensland births index 
1900-1904. Ref. no 01-007078." 
p.250 at the end of page 
p.265 entries under 
Michael White 
add: "After Annie's death Harry married 
Jane Louisa Cummins on 15th April, 190155 
who 
died on 23 June, 1928 in Rockharnpton56." 
Add footnotes: 
"55. Queensland Marriage Index 1900-1904. ref 
no 01-002502. 
56.Rockharnpton Cemetery Death Register 
Index. C of E. Grave no. 36x 6618." 
"Warren" Entries for "Andrew, B; Anne, B; 
Annie Elsie see Graham, Annie Elsie; Katherine 
Jill, B; Kelwyn John, B" should all be under 
"Graham''. 
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